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By Nellie Fly
WORLD’S SMALLEST REPORTER

What’s that noise? Is it a snake? No! It’s a
Gromphadorhina portentosa — also known

as a hissing cockroach.
Found in Madagascar, the s

hissing cockroach is one big
bug. It grows to be three inches
(8cm) long! It is also about an
inch wide, around the size of a
small mouse.
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To make the loud hissing sound,

the cockroach forces air out of

two breathing holes that are
underneath its body. The idea is to
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actually harmless. The only thing it does to
protect itself from enemies is to hiss at them.

This dark chocolate brown insect with black
edges blends well with the piles of leaves and

bark it hides under on the forest floor. \
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hunter. That means it doesn’t kill for food, but eats
whatever it can find on the forest floor, things like
rotting plant matter and dead animals.

How many of each type of cockroach can you
find on today’s page?
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Select a sports article and rewrite it as if it
was news about a battle between two male
hissing cockroaches. Be sure your rewritten
article tells the who, what, when,

where, why and how of the event. §

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write expressive
compositions that express ideas.
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