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Young people play key role in
rebulldlng community trails

By KATIE WILSON
EO Media Group

ILWACO, Wash. — How
many middle schoolers does
it take to fell a tree?

Answer:  Usually five.
Three to throw their weight
against the narrow trunk, one
to dance around kicking at
the roots and commenting on
everyone’s incompetence and
one more to actually dig her
knees into the dirt, bend until
her hair gets in her eyes and
tighten her grip on the hand
saw, slowly deepening a pen-
cil-thin cut into the tree trunk.

The tree was in the way. It
needed to go.

Minutes later, to resound-
ing yelps of “Timber!”, the
tree went crashing to one side.

In March, Nick Haldeman,
chairman of Ilwaco’s Parks
and Recreation Commission,
proposed several new trail
projects to the Ilwaco City
Commission. He described
a portion of Josh’s Trail — a
winding, steep off-shoot of
the trail that snakes around
Black Lake behind Ilwa-
co High School — that has
chronic mud issues. It would
be easy enough to re-route
that, he told them, as well as
create more trail opportunities
in and around the city.

Students invest sweat
in trails

On May 15, he and the stu-
dents he leads in Ilwaco Mid-
dle School’s mountain biking
class were completing the first
of several trail projects Halde-
man hopes to accomplish this
year.

Approximately 20 mid-
dle schoolers cleared out the
short section of rerouted trail
in just 45 minutes, shaping it
with shovels and rakes, forc-
ing stumps from the ground,
chopping at roots that snaked
across the trail and could be
hazardous to hikers and bikers
alike if not removed, throwing
dirt — productively, they as-
sured Haldeman and middle
school science teacher Jake
Gold.

Though the crew was loud
and a little chaotic, work was
getting done, and rapidly,
Haldeman noted, pleased.

The rerouting of Josh’s
Trail is one of many changes
unfolding in Ilwaco recently
to improve quality of life in
the small, quiet city. Earlier
this spring, a citizen group
called Envision Ilwaco orga-
nized a community cleanup
day prior to Spring Break and
now this trail work continues
goals set by the Parks and
Recreation Commission to
make better use of the city’s
public green spaces.

“We're eliminating a prob-
lem and creating a new trail
today,” Haldeman explained,
looking up the scar of fresh-
ly turned dirt and the students
working busily along its length.
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Seventh-grade student Hunter Manecke, center, helps push against a tree in the middle of
a new trail section near Black Lake in liwaco while liwaco Middle School science teacher
Jake Gold saws at the trunk. A group of middle school students kicked off the first of what
the city of llwaco hopes will be several trail improvements and additions this year.

in llwaco.

He hopes to use students in
the community to do much of
the trail work he has planned.
He received a grant from Pa-
cific County’s WellSpring
Community Network to pur-
chase the simple hand tools
needed to build trail: tools
like mountain rakes, pruning
shears, folding saws and var-
ious shovels. One of the stip-
ulations of the grant was that
Haldeman get kids involved.

Building a community

It is work they have tak-
en to enthusiastically and
Haldeman believes their in-
volvement benefits the com-
munity in more ways than
one. By building these trails
themselves, the students feel
ownership, he said. They are
invested now in a way they
would not have been other-
wise.
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Middle school students survey a tree they just helped fell while working on a reroute of
Josh’s Trail, a short, steep trail that breaks off from the main trail that circles Black Lake

Or, as seventh-grader
Juan Avalos said: “After we
finish, we’ll get to ride it.
I think it’s a good idea be-
cause we get to build it the
way we want it.”

Landin Frank, who is in
eighth grade, thinks about
how they are improving a
problem trail and giving fu-
ture hikers and mountain bik-
ers a better route.

“We’re setting a trail for
them to use,” he said, adding,
“Hopefully it doesn’t get de-
stroyed.”

Hunter Manecke, one of
only two girls in the mountain
biking class and the only girl
present during the trail build-
ing, said she prefers this kind
of outdoor work.

“It’s fun and dirty,” she
said. A few of her male peers
gave her a hard time as she
went to work sawing at another
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tree in the middle of the trail.

“You’re doing it wrong,”
they insisted, leaning back
against other trees lining the
new trail.

Though quick to joke
around with them and trade
insults, Manecke paused only
long enough in sawing at the
trunk to fix her eyes on the
loudest of the group and tell
him, “You’d be surprised at
what [ can do.”
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Q e After | have an

emergent transport
to the nearest
hospital, does my
membership pay for
the transfer to
another hospital for
higher care?

Ao Yes, transfers to

® another facility for a
higher level of care (i.e. from
Clatsop County hospital to a

Portland-area hospital)
as requested by a E,iﬂlil

physician. EE%-E

Q° What can | do to
° prevent the deer
from eating
everything in

my garden?

A. We can help with several

® products, including exclusion
fencing. We carry a deer repellent spray
called Liquid Fence which is very
effective. We also have garlic clips, blood
meal and a motion-activated water jet
called a scarecrow. Planting aromatic
herbs, grey and/or fuzzy plants is wise as
they do not like these plants. The aromatic
oils in the herbs mask the enticing leaves
of maples, roses, dogwoods and other
“deer candies.” At our house the deer and
our large dog have an agreement that
seems to be working.

Q' Why did my home
page on the
internet suddenly
changed to ask.com?

A Most likely, you updated
Java, and didn’t un-check

their sly notice that they were going
to change your home page and
search provider.

Flash player updates also notoriously
changes your browser settings to
Google, and add McAfee virus scans
(not fixes) to your computer.

Call, or visit our website,
www.astoriasbest.com for help
resetting your home page to what

YOU want.

e If 1 want to purchase
e upper line appliance
brands, like Wolf, Sub-

Zero,Asko, Dacor, Bosch,
Thermador, Miele, Electolux, etc.,
is there any local resource
available for either the sales or
the service of these premium
brands?

AO Yes! At Roby’s Furniture and

@ Appliance we carry all of the
most popular premium brand names in
appliances. We have the combined
buying power of five store locations
along with our membership in one of the
nation’s largest appliance buying groups.
It means not only will you find the brands
that you want. but the service support to
back them up....all available locally.

Q‘ Who is eligible for

° Developmental
Disabilities
Services?

A. You may be eligible for
o Developmental Disabilities
Services if you have an official
medical or clinical diagnosis of a
developmental disability, such as Autism,
Epilepsy, Intellectual Disability (IQ 75 or
below), or any other neurological disabling
condition that originates in and directly
affects the brain. To schedule an intake,
please contact CBH Developmental
Disabilities, (503)325-5722 ext. 110 or
stop by our office located at 285 SW Main
Court Suite 100 in Warrenton, Oregon.

e What is the

* Consult a
Professional
section and how
can it help my

.
business?

@ The Consult a Professional section

o 1in the Daily Astorian is a great &
affordable way to advertise your business or
service, by allowing you to educate the
reader of exactly what you do on a
professional level. All you need to do is
come up with a question that a customer
might ask about your line of expertise and
then give them a detailed answer to help
educate them before they even walk through
your door. We are offering great rates and
package deals that help save you money!




