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Sea lions: Found shell casings are still a mystery

Continued from Page 1A

Reports have been coming in from
people finding dead sea lions on the
beach and along the Astoria waterfront,
some with possible bullet wounds. The
Sea Lion Defense Brigade, which for
years has monitored sea lions from Asto-
ria to Bonneville Dam, reported finding
11 shell casings from a .44-caliber weap-
on at the basin last week. along with a
sea lion with a serious eye wound.

The finding comes more than a
month after the group reported finding
19 casings from a .306-caliber weapon
at the basin. After the discovery, the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration’s Office of Law Enforcement in
Portland launched an investigation.

The discoveries are somewhat of a
mystery. Sean Stanley. a federal officer E- £ LI =
with NOAA who confirmed in Apl‘il Photo courtesy of Veronica Montoya Photo courtesy of Veronica Montoya
his office had opened an investigation, The Sea Lion Defense Brigade reported finding 11 shell casings from a .44-caliber ~Sea Lion Defense Brigade volunteer Veronica Montoya report-
would neither confirm nor deny the most weapon May 18 at the Port of Astoria’s East End Mooring Basin. The group reported ed finding 11 shell casings from a .44-caliber weapon May 18 at
recent discovery of shell casings. Mean-  finding 19 shell casings in early April as well, which launched an investigation into  the Port of Astoria’s East End Mooring Basin, along with a sea
while, there were no reports of gunfire  possible sea lion shootings by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  lion with a serious eye wound.
to the police around either time the Sea

Lion Defense Brigade said it discovered 1 gypess if it works, it's OK; as long as it doesn’t hurt the sea lions.’

shell casings.

The Port turned over security foot- — Veronica Montoya

age to investigators after the first dis- a member of The Sea Lion Defense Brigade
covery. Members of the brigade and

other watchdogs have also asked for the
footage, which the agency has so far de-
clined to provide.

“They’re surveillance tapes, and I
don’t want people to know what our ca-
pacity for surveillance is,” Knight said,
adding the light at the basin is not good
enough for useful nighttime footage.
“We talked fo our lawyers, and it’s ex-
cluded from public records.”

Knight said the basin is not the place
for sea lions to live, with health and safe-
ty issues from the high concentration of
them in close proximity to people. Evert
has said the natural environment for sea
lions is the rock breakwaters surround-
ing the basin. Letting them live on docks,
he added, is akin to domesticating them.

Knight said he has talked with Veron-
ica Montoya, a member of the brigade
who said she has discovered (gun) shells
and sea lions that look like they have
been shot, about the Port’s need to get
sea lions off the docks.

Montoya, watching Tuesday as the
Port laid out the beach balls, said she
understands the agency’s position. But
she added the Port needs to do more fo
protect the animals, and people need to
look beyond their hatred of sea lions fo
see their benefit.

“T guess if it works, it's OK: as long
as it doesn’t hurt the sea lions,” Montoya
said of the beach balls. “But I think that 1 1
they should leave these animals alone, JOSHUA BESSEX — The Daily Astorian
because they’re such a huge draw.” Sea lions cover a floating dock as Robert Evert, Jose Delgado and Michael Weston walk along a recently cleared dock of the East End Mooring Basin.
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Come to the 2015 CMH Car Show

Columbia Memorial Hospital’s Relay for Life team welcomes you to join us for

Coast River Business
Journal is now included
with your Daily Astorian

the first annual CMH Car Show to raise money for the American Cancer Society.

Join us on Goonies Weekend for classic cars and a good cause!
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Who: Car Lovers

What: CMH Car Show and Fundraisier

When: June 6, 2015, 10am-4pm

Where: Columbia Memorial Hospital, westside parking lot (near the helipad)

Cost: No cost for visitors, $30/vehicle
Contact: Ivan Sultan, CMH Relay for Life Team Captain at 503-338-4005 or

ivan_sultan@columbiamemorial.org
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On the first
Friday of
every month,
Daily Astorian
readers will
receive the
CRBJ as an
added bonus

Register your vehicle
PARTICIPANT:
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CRBJ is the only business journal that focuses
exclusively on the Columbia-Pacific region. It
provides the region’s most comprehensive coverage
of the business community in Clatsop and Pacific
counties in a high-quality, full-color tabloid

Look for the CRBJ the first Friday of every month in the
Daily Astorian and get 24/7 access to the region’s
best business news on DailyAstorian.com

Please complete this form and mail it with the entrance
fee to the address below.

Entrance Fee: $30/vehicle OR Relay team participant (Make
checks payable to American Cancer Society/Relay
for Life)

Mail To: Columbia Memorial Hospital
Attn: Ivan Sultan
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