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 The first thing to admire is the view .
 The second  thing is the elega nt w ood  crafting.

 ut th ose fea tures in  th e Astoria house listed by broker D ebra  B ow e, of
 Winderm ere/Pacific Land Com pa n y, are just th e beginning.
  Alth ough  th e th ree-bedroom , th ree-ba th  hom e on  .34 acre is 3, 039 sq u a re  feet la rge, 
 it a boun ds in cozin e ss. Poise d  o n  a  h ill overlooking the Colum bia River, th e h om e’s 
 brea th ta king view  sw eeps from  Rice Island and Tongue Poin t on  th e ea st to th e 
 Astoria Bridge on  th e west, with  nothing to obstruct th e scen e.
 “I t ’s on e of th e finest view s in Astoria,” Bowe sa id.
 Built in  1973, th e m id-cen tury m odern  h om e a t 1550 L exington Ave. was 
 th ough tfully expa n ded a n d rem odeled seven  yea rs a go by th e ow n ers, Astoria 

 ph otogra ph er Bill Lind and artist  Gin Laughery. Local w oodcra fter Ed Overbay, of Overbay 
 Houseworks, su p e rvise d  t h e  p ro ject, con structed th e built-in cabin e t s o f  c l e a r a n d  v e rt ica l fir a n d   hand-
 fa sh ion ed a fire p l a c e  mantel and walnut brea kfa st ba r so  th a t th e edges re se m b l e  th e river’s waves.
 “T h e y  had a re a l  vision  in mind and a good ca p ta in to oversee th e project,” Bowe sa id.
 F rom  th e double fron t door fra m ed in quarter-sawn white oa k w ith  bla ck w a ln ut in sets to th e curved 
 deck overlooking the river, Overbay’s t o u ch  g ive s t h e  h o m e  a  cla ssic F ra n k L loyd W righ t look th a t 
 com b ines th e com fort of th e Pacific North west with  a hint of Asian influence.
 The open  floor pla n  a llow s th e cook in th e kitchen to ta lk with  guests 
 ch a tting near the fire p l a c e , sittin g a t th e brea kfa st n ook or en joying a 
 meal at th e dining room  ta ble, a ll th e while ta king in th e river view .
 T h ere’s plen ty of room  to en terta in on  th e deck, which  wraps pa rtia lly 
 around the house and leads to stairs th a t descen d to a  Ja pa n ese 
 ga rden . A fen ce w ith  ba lusters of copper tubin g borders th e en tire  
 deck, which  is b u ilt of Ip e, a  t yp e o f iron w ood. P a rt  o f t h e d eck is 
 covered, providing protection  on  m oist  o r w in d y d a ys for cooking on 
 th e ga s ba rbecue grill. At th e en d of th e deck, next to th e master su ite, a hot tub awaits ro m a n t ic  even ings.
 A Japanese tansu chest, which  sits a t th e kitchen’s e n t ra n ce , acted as the inspira t ion  for th e Asian -
 fla vored custom -design ed kitchen cabin ets a n d th e da rk green  ba ckspla sh  tile. Soapstone and m arble 
 coun ters provide am ple room  for cooking on  th e ga s ra n g e .
 D ow n  th e h a ll, th e m a ster suite includes a huge walk-in  closet a n d a  la rge ba th room  w ith  a  roll-in 
 sh o w e r fea turing a river ro c k  floor. The double-sink coun ters are limestone.
 In  th e bedroom , skyligh ts a dd a se n se  of heigh t to th e sp a ce , and a w a ll of windows and double gla ss
 doors open ing to th e deck provide more river scen ery.
 “Y o u  don ’t even  have to get out of bed to en joy th e view ,” Bowe sa id.
 A secon d bedroom , with  a  w a ll of b uilt-in  b o o ksh e lve s, and a full bathroom  are in the hall in  th e ea  st  
 wing, as w ell as a la un d ry room  with  a sink and built-in ca b inets.
 Downstairs, what once was a partia lly finish e d  b a se m e n t  w ith  a  1970s rum pus room  h a s been  turn ed 
 into com forta b le guest qua rters and st u d io.
 A sitting room  with  a double g la ss door open ing out to th e Ja p a n e se  ga rden  ta kes up th e cen tra l area
 of th e da yligh t ba sem en t. Adjacent to th a t is an office sp a ce  used by Lind to p ro ce ss his la rge colo r prints, 
 and dow n  th e h a ll, Laughery’s printm aking st u d io overlooks th e river. A bedroom  – also with  a river  view  – 
 ba th room , wine st o ra g e  area and sa u n a  are on  th e sa m e  floor.
 While th e house would be com forta b le for an individua l or a coup le, it also would fit a fa m ily, Bowe  sa id.
 But th e master su ite, th e oversized  tw o-ca r ga ra ge and th e artist ic and cra ftsm a n -style deta ils a dd  a sp e cial 
 qua lity to th e hom e.
 “I t ’s a cla ssic house,” Bowe a dded. “T h e se  cla ssica l houses were very pra ctica l. But th e ow n ers re m o  deled 
 it and a dded an a ddition th a t gives buyers what th ey expect in 2015.”
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