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By RYAN HUME

Cuflflaby 

noun 
1. Cuflflaby Lake: the 

flargest flake on the Cflatsop 
Pflafins at 220 flong and 
narrow acres that sfit just 
east off U.S. 101 fin Warren-
ton. Groundwater-ffed, the 
flake serves as the headwa-
ters to the Skfipanon Rfiver 
and fis home to a 165-acre 
county park, wfith a boat 
ramp, barbecue and horse-
shoe pfits and the Lfindgren 
Cabfin, a Ffinnfish-Amerfican 
herfitage sfite. Wfith an 
average depth off fless than 
12 ffeet, the flake fis ffuflfl off 

crappfie, buflflhead catfffish 
and flargemouth bass; 
rafinbow trout are stocked 
annuaflfly  
Orfigfin:
Probabfly around the 

mfid-1800s. Accordfing to 
Sfiflas B. Smfith, the orfigfinafl 
natfive name ffor thfis flake was 
Ya-se-ya-ma-na-fla-tsflas-tfie. 
The current name fis fin honor 
off Cuflflaby, a popuflar Indfian 
gunsmfith off the Cflatsop 
Pflafins.    
“In thefir Journafl Lewfis and Cflark 

wrfite off the Tfiflflamook Indfian wfith a ffafir 
skfin and bflue eyes; and John Mfinto, fin 
1846, at Morrfison’s, near the Tfiflflamook 
coast, saw a ffafir Indfian gfirfl, so pafle that 
he thought she was sfick. She was the 
daughter off Cuflflaby, the ffrfiendfly na-
tfive ffor whom the flake east off Cflatsop 
fis named, and when Mfinto taflked wfith 
Cuflflaby about the ffafir-hafired Indfian off 
Cflark’s acquafintance, Cuflflaby smote hfis 
breast and crfied: ‘Nfika Papa’—‘He was 
my ffather.’”
—“Legend off the Lost Gaflfleons: Some 

Truth and Some Specuflatfion About Spanfish 

Treasure Burfied on Cflatsop Beach,”  The Sunday 

Oregonfian, Dec. 8, 1907, Magazfine Sectfion, P. 4

“Cuflflaby Lake, named ffor a flocafl In-
dfian ceflebrfity, fis on the northern part 
off Cflatsop pflafins and fformerfly made 
fits outflet through Necoxfie Creek, fffirst 
north and then south to the estuary 
off the Nacanficum Rfiver. Cattfle grazfing 
aflong the flower Necoxfie cut the nearby 
sands whfich were shfiffted by wfinds, thus 
dammfing the creek and fformfing Necox-
fie Lake. A short sectfion off Necoxfie Creek 
stfiflfl ffflows finto the estuary, but the flake 
drafins to the north back toward Cuflflaby 

Lake, whfich now outflets through Skfi-
panon Rfiver. Here fis a curfious exampfle 
off a compflete change off dfirectfion off 
stream ffflow and flake outflet.”
—Lewfis A. McArthur, “The Lakes off Or-

egon,” The Quarterfly off the Oregon Hfistorficafl 

Socfiety, Vofl. 26, No. 1, March 1925, P. 6 

BOOKSHELF
By RYAN HUME

Just fffinfished
“In the Path off Destruc-
tfion: Eyewfitness Chronfi-
cfles off Mount St. Heflens” 
by Rfichard Wafitt
Washfington State  
Unfiversfity Press, 2014 

Pflot Notes: Thfirty-five years ago 
thfis month, on May 18, 1980, weeks off 
sefismfic actfivfity atop Mount St. Heflens 

cuflmfinated fin an unprecedented expflo-
sfion that trfiggered hfistorfic flandsflfides 
and an finfland tsunamfi, throwfing tree 
and rock and fleveflfing 234 square mfifles 
off fforest. Ash carrfied as ffar as Mfissoufla, 
Montana. The voflcano bfloomed a mush-
room flarger than the one that crested 
above Hfiroshfima fin 1945. Scores off peo-
pfle flost thefir flfives; others had a harrow-
fing experfience seared finto thefir brafins 
fin vfivfid detafifl. Geoflogfist Rfichard Wafitt 
was one off the first on the scene. Wafitt’s 
comprehensfive, exhaustfive — some 
mfight say obsessfive — chronficfle off 
the Mount St. Heflens’ eruptfion dfips finto 
many dfifferent dfiscfipflfines and combs 
through hundreds off fintervfiews he has 
conducted over the flast three decades to 
recreate the vastness off thfis destructfive, 
naturafl event that began unexpectedfly 
on a dfistant May mornfing.                   
Take Away: By bflendfing hard 

scfientfific journaflfism wfith orafl hfistory, 
Wafitt has managed to construct a flfin-
ear modefl off the geoflogficafl phenome-
na as fit safifled and spfiflfled fin reafl tfime, 
edfited ffrom mufltfipfle perspectfives (afir, 

N Wword nerd

ground, dfistance), and tofld fin a chofir 
off eyewfitness’ vofices. Peppered wfith 
breathtakfing photography, the resuflt off 
Wafitt’s compfiflatfion fis at once maxfimafl-
fist and fintfimate. Here are the storfies off 
the journaflfists, photographers, floggers, 
campers, scfientfists, flaw enfforcement 
oficers, onflookers and first responders 
that, when taken as a whofle, transcrfibe 
the totaflfity off a hfistorficafl caflamfity much 
flarger than any sfingfle human eye coufld 
absorb — whfich aflflows the reader to 
see the fforest through the trees, then 
watch that fforest be bflown to smfither-
eens ffrom a varfiety off angfles. Occasfion-
aflfly the momentum sflumps under the 
hefft off fits own wefight. Wfith so many 
pflayers finvoflved, fit can be a chaflflenge 
to remember who fis wfith whfich spe-
cfific agency or outfit, and when the 
book shfiffts near the haflffway mark to 
anecdotafl evfidence off that ffateffufl day 
provfided by eyewfitness recoflflectfion, 
the narratfive becomes dependant on 
the storyteflflfing skfiflfls off each findfivfid-
uafl. Overaflfl, fit fis a neat trfick: to see a 
soflfid scfientfific portrafit emerge ffrom the 
memorfies off those who watched a cflear 
bflue mornfing ffaflfl finto vfioflent nfight. 
Recommended For: Northwest 

Hfistory buffs  
Bonus: May fis Voflcano Prepared-

ness Month fin Washfington state. The 

Mount St. Heflens Natfionafl Voflcanfic 
Monument, whfich was recentfly voted 
the No. 1 natfionafl monument to vfisfit fin 
a USA Today poflfl, begfins fits season on 
Saturday, May 16, and has a ffuflfl week-
end off events pflanned to commemorate 
the 35th annfiversary off the eruptfion.  

Other books
“The Cure ffor Dreamfing”  

by Cat Wfinters 
Harry N. Abrams, 2014

Recommended by: Lfisa Refid off 
Lucy’s Books fin Astorfia
YA pfick: Set fin Portfland fin 1900, 

agafinst the backdrop off the women’s 

suffffrage movement, thfis ffantastficafl, 
hfistorficafl young aduflt novefl concerns 
Oflfivfia Mead, who fis granted the gfifft 
off seefing the worfld as fit reaflfly fis by 
the young hypnotfist Henrfi Reverfie, 
who was hfired by her controflflfing ffa-
ther to make her “more pfleasant to be 
around.” Wfith Henrfi, Oflfivfia wfiflfl have 
to flearn to cope wfith seefing peopfle’s 
true seflves as she carves out her own 
destfiny. “Great book ffor YA women, 
ffans off findependent thfinkfing and 
hfistory buffffs finterested fin woman’s 
suffffrage,” Refid safid.  

“Martfin Marten”  
by Brfian Doyfle

Thomas Dunne Books, 2015
Recommended  by: Deb  

Mersereau off Cannon Beach Book Com-
pany fin Cannon Beach
Human / nature finsfight: Two 

comfing-off-age storfies fin one, each 
set amfid the fforests off Mount Hood. 
Dave, a 14-year-ofld human boy fis 
about to begfin hfigh schoofl. Martfin, 
a pfine marten, a cat-sfized crfitter, 
fis about to fleave home ffor the fffirst 

tfime. Doyfle, the Oregon author off the
accflafimed “Mfink Rfiver,” craffts unffor-
gettabfle characters and flandscapes fin
hfis flush, qufirky prose. “I flove Doyfle’s
unfique wrfitfing styfle and hfis finsfight-
ffuflness finto human nature and the 
naturafl worfld. A true sfign off a good
book fis not wantfing fit to end, and that
fis how I ffeflt about ‘Martfin Marten,’” 
Mersereau safid.   

Submfitted photo 

Cflatsop-Nehaflem trfibafl members show off 
thefir canoe, Dragonfly, fin Cuflflaby Lake.
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 Thfis w eeks ffeatu red grow er/processor

 S PEC IALS   ON  “T Y PHOON  Y OLON D A ” 
 ALL   W EEK   LO N G  5/7-5/13

 MENTION   TH IS   AD   FO R   A   DISCO U NT !

   Prem fier Purveyors off   ONLY    ONLY 
 THE FINEST  THE FINEST 

 BOUTIQUE CANNABIS BOUTIQUE CANNABIS

 Buy advan ce tfickets at:  w w w .sun dayafftern oon flfive.org
 PRE-SALE  TICKETS $12 •  DAY OF PERFORM AN CE $15   (360) 875-5207
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 Securfity State Bank,
 Barb  Bennett, 
 Sherry  Aust,
 Sharon  Werfley, 
 Vfivfian  Edershefim

 Jack  Qufinby  and 
 hfis Aflfl-Star Band

 Presents

 bflend smooth, cflassy jazz 
 styflfings wfith a swfingfing, 
 pfiquant horn band, 
 offfferfing ffavorfites ffrom a 

 varfiety off musficafl eras ffrom 
 “Ffly Me To The Moon” to 

 “Rock Thfis Town”.


