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Douglas fir are the foundation of Pacific County’s vast timber plantations in the 21st century, but were here long before white settlers arrived. The soils and climate of the coast are

among the best on the planet for some tree species, producing amazing forests and individual trees. This Douglas fir harvested somewhere in the vicinity of Raymond, Wash., in

the mid-20th century was 10 feet thick near its base, dwarfing the boy and girl standing with it on a railcar.
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An early photographer was 

stretching credibility by 

calling this a “higway,” but 

this image is a good rep-

resentation of the kind of 

forest that once carpeted 

Pacific County, Wash.

An old-style log truck with 

1951 license plates carries 

a single log harvested in 

the Willapa Hills of Pacific 

County, Wash.
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Even the hometown 

crowd in Raymond, Wash., 

appears amazed by the 

size of a Weyerhaeuser log 

hauled through downtown 

during a summer parade, 

perhaps in the 1950s.
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LIFE AMONG THE

GIANTS 
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Enormous original-growth western red cedars like this one — often with gnarled crowns 

from centuries of lightning strikes — were sentinels throughout the forests of the Willa-

pa Hills. With comparatively little economic value until cedar shake roofing became fash-

ionable, they sometimes were left standing relatively long into the era of industrial-scale 

logging. Here, a Weyerhaeuser crew tackles the difficult task of felling such a huge tree.
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