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The sheer magnitude 
of biodiversity was the 
focus of last week’s 
engaging Nature Matters 
lecture at the Fort George 
Lovell Showroom. 

is realizing how much you 

Jerry Freilich, who works 
as the research coordinator 

Freilich’s intro to science 
began in his hometown of 

of Natural Sciences, the old-
est natural history museum 

working as a curatorial as-
sistant for the malacology 

sorted shells from around the 
world, and their numbers in-
troduced him to the wonder 
of biodiversity. “It was love 

Now, with a doctorate in 
entomology under his belt, 
Freilich deals in the world of 
insects.

Bugs are the most diverse 
-

et. Freilich said that within 

many there are: anywhere 
from 3 million to 30 million 

lot of uncertainty.)

members recall the basic hi-

-

and differentiate between 
the different families of car-
nivore mammals. There are 

-

-

that, things get fuzzy. 

there are about 20 families 

mammalian carnivore fami-

straight, since many of the 
distinctions are only visi-

the genitalia, the mouth 

hairs.
Bees are most closely re-

entirely different insects, 

Freilich said. “For one thing,
they’re vegetarian!” he said.
“That’s a radical thing in the

Honeybees, which Freil-

Biodiversity often buzzes under our radars
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Live crabs await their fate at the Warrenton Deep Sea 
Market. Bornstein Seafoods, which owns the market, 
provides crab for the Astoria Rotary Club dinner and 
the Astoria Clown’s famous clown bread at the Crab, 
Seafood & Wine Festival. 
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