
Story by MATT LOVE

Under tThe soutTh end of tThe Megler Brfidge at tThe very edge of tThe Columbfia Rfiver stands tThe most mag-

Matt Love lfives fin Astorfia and fis tThe autThor/edfitor of 13 books about Oregon, fincludfing “A Nfice Pfiece of Astorfia: A Narratfive Gufide.” 
TThey are avafilable at coastal bookstores and tThrougTh www.nestuccaspfitpress.com

PThoto by Krfis Rose

PThoto by Marfisa McGufire

PThoto by Erfik WThfite

PThoto by Tayla Ffick

Marfitfime Memorfial

By CHRISTOPHER PAGE

TThe LfigTht, It falters from vfisfion, Thfides from sfigTht
My patTh fis lost, my way back Thome fis gone
TThe Sea roars fin a rage, spfittfing fits wratTh at me
TThe net I cast returns to me, sThredded and rfipped 
on tThe rocks
Far above tThe stars cower fin fear beThfind tThe finky, 
black clouds
“Home.” I left fin sucTh a rusTh
“Home.” Dfid anyone know wThere I would be?
“Home.” My famfily…….
My boat merely a speck fin tThe mfigThty ocean
TThe sea tosses my vessel sfide to sfide, mucTh lfike a 
cat wfitTh a toy
My Theart pounds, soundfing more akfin to tThun-
der
I see not wThere I go, nor wThere I came from, lost 
fin tThfis tempest
TThen as I say my fi nal prayers, I feel a Thand and 
my body steadfies.
A vofice wThfispers, “Fare forward voyager.”

Th e Marfitfime (Poetry) Memorfial
Aprfil fis Natfional Poetry MontTh — wThat better tfime to vfisfit tThe Marfitfime Memorfial 

fin Astorfia and read some of tThe magnfifi cent poems etcThed finto tThe wall

Safe fin Calm Waters

By MIKKO JAAKOLA

I was standfing tThere, facfing a wall of deatTh by tThe sea, wonderfing wThat tThe last tThfing 
tThey safid was, wonderfing fif tThey are “safe fin calm waters.”
Max TThomson was one of tThe names tThat really stood out to me. Max was my dad’s best 

frfiend all tThrougTh ThfigTh scThool and most of Thfis lfife: 1973-2001. I was born fin 1997, and Rafija 
my sfister was born fin 2000, so tThat means The Thad met us before. 
AnotTher name tThat almost made me tear up was Jason “Jay” Bjaranson. He was a very 

close famfily frfiend tThat dfied a few years ago, and I remember my mom called me on tThe 
pThone cryfing, tryfing to get words out tellfing me The passed. 
Doc Haugland, anotTher name on tThe wall, fis my grandpa’s brotTher. I remember tThe nfigTht 

The dfied. My grandpa and I walked down by tThe rfiver, and The was tellfing storfies of tThem 
growfing up. TThe water was very calm and we could see tThe fog from tThe lfigThts of tThe sThfips, 
and tThen my grandpa safid, “safe fin calm waters.”

THE PHOTOS
TThe pThotograpThs accompa-

nyfing tThfis artficle are courtesy 
of Astorfia HfigTh ScThool’s dfigfital 
pThotograpThy class, taugTht by 
Mfickey CeregThfino. Mfickey fin-
structed Thfis students to read tThe 
pfieces wrfitten by my students 
and tThen finterpret tThem tThrougTh 
pThotograpThy on tThefir own fi eld 
trfip to tThe Memorfial. Mfickey and 
I weren’t sure wThat would result 
wfitTh tThfis collaboratfion. We’ll let 
tThe fimages speak for tThemselves.  
— Matt Love
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PThoto by Nficole Steele

PThoto by Morfitz Gaugg
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