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Razor clam digging starts Friday

LONG BEACH, Wash. —
Razor clam diggers can refurn
to beaches starting Friday, state
shellfish managers announced.
The Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)
approved the digs after marine
toxin fests showed the clams
on those beaches are safe to eat.
All of the digs are scheduled on
morning tides. No digging will
be allowed on any beach after
noon.

Dan Ayres, WDFW coastal
shellfish manager, noted that the
upcoming dig coincides with
the Long Beach Razor Clam
Festival, scheduled April 18-19
in Long Beach. Festival events
range from fiee clam-digging
lessons to a fiifter cook-off.
More information is available at
http://longbeachrazorclamfesti-
val.com

Under state law, diggers are
required to keep the first 15

Public meetings

clams they dig. Each digger’s
clams must be kept in a separate
container.

The upcoming dig is sched-
uled on the following dates,
beaches, and low tides:

* Friday, 6:03 am.; -0.2 feet;
Long Beach, Twin Harbors,
Mocrocks

+ Saturday, 6:52 am.; -0.9
feet; Long Beach, Twin Har-
bors, Mocrocks, Copalis

* Sunday, 7:39 am. -1.3
feet; Long Beach, Twin Har-
bors, Mocrocks, Copalis

* Monday, 8:25 am.; -1.5
feet; Long Beach, Twin Harbors

* April 21, 9:11 am; -1.3
feet; Long Beach, Twin Harbors

* April 22, 9:57 am.; -0.9
feet; Long Beach, Twin Harbors

* April 23, 10:46 am.; -04
feet; Long Beach, Twin Harbors

* April 24, 11:38 am.; 0.2
feet; Long Beach, Twin Harbors

All diggers age 15 or older

must have an applicable 2015-
16 fishing license to harvest
razor clams on any beach. Li-
censes, ranging from a three-day
razor clam license to an annual
combination fishing license, are
available on WDFW’s website
at  https:/fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov
and from vendors.

During all upcoming digs,
state wildlife managers urge
clam diggers to avoid disturb-
ing snowy plovers and streaked
horned larks. Both species nest
in the soft, dry sand at Lead-
better Point on the Long Beach
Peninsula, and on a section of
Twin Harbors beach. To protect
these birds, people should avoid
the dunes and areas of the beach
with soft, dry sand. When driv-
ing to a clam-digging area, dig-
gers should enter the beach only
at designated access points and
stay on the hard-packed sand
near or below the high tide line.
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TODAY
Warrenton-Hammond
School District Board of
Directors, 6 p.m. executive
session (closed to public),
regular meeting following,
Warrenton High School li-

brary, 1700 S.E. Main Ave.
Warrenton City Com-
mission, 6 p.m., Warrenton
City Hall, 225 S Main Ave.
Clatsop Community
College Board of Directors,
6:30 p.m. regular meeting,

Columbia Hall Room 219,
1651 Lexington Ave., Asto-
ria.

Lewis & Clark Fire De-
partment Board, 7 p.m.,
main fire station, 34571
Highway 101 Business.
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OBITUARIES
Joanne Marie Skonnard Hellberg

Warrenton
Sept. 7, 1942 — April 11, 2015

Joanne Marie Skonnard was born on Sept.
7. 1942, less than one year after Pearl Harbor,
to Elsie Anderson Skonnard and John Bernard
Skonnard in Portland, Ore. She was
a baptized Christian and member of
Peace Lutheran Church in Astoria,
Ore. Joanne died on the morning of
April 11, 2015.

Joanne attended public schools in
Portland at Woodstock Grade School.
and graduated from Franklin High
School in 1960. She went on to at-
tend Oregon College of Education,
enrolling in an honors program and
graduating with a bachelor’s of sci-
ence in education in 1964. Her first
teaching position was at Vose School
in Beaverton, Ore., teaching fourth grade.

On Aug. 14, 1965, she married Karl Rich-
ard (Dick) Hellberg and moved to Astoria. She
obtained a teaching position at Warrenton Ele-
mentary School and taught there for the next 31
years, except for one year that she taught at Ol-
ney Elementary School. Early in her teaching
career she began a master’s program at Oregon
College of Education in special education, and
she graduated with a Master of Science in Ed-
ucation in 1974. She moved to Warrenton in
the fall of 1971, and lived just two blocks from
the school. She resided in the same home until
May of 2014, when Alzheimer’s forced her to
be taken to a care facility in Seaside, Ore.

Joanne dedicated her teaching career to

Joanne
Hellberg

the U.S.. by automobile, to visit her young-
est son and his family at their duty stations in
Massachusetts and Washington, D.C. Her sons,
and later her grandchildren, were the
pride of her life.

After she refired from teach-
ing, she volunteered for the Clatsop
County Courts as an educational sur-
rogate and pursued her duties with a
great sense of purpose and vigor. This
period of her life also found her going
to the gym or taking morning walks
with her close friends, Jodie and Bar-
bara. Additionally, she returned to
playing golf, which her parents had
encouraged her to do while growing
up. She and her husband joined the
Astoria Golf and Country Club, where Joanne
played with the ladies groups on a regular ba-
sis. She also pursued fap dancing at the Mad-
dox Dance Studio in Warrenton. She particu-
larly enjoyed the annual spring performance at
the Fine Arts Center in Astoria.

Joanne loved to write and was the author of
poetry and short stories. She wrote and pub-
lished a children’s book, “Thomas S. Tucker.
Norwegian Mouse,” with the help of her il-
lustrator and friend, Marilyn Floyd. She also
authored “The Alv” (about a Scandinavian
elf). and “Soltee’s Indian.” a mix of animated
animals and local Indian lore (the last book
has not been satisfactorily edited to her liking,
as of yet). Joanne also had an avid interest in
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ties and that her husband had shoreside support
for his commercial fishing ventures. She was
happy to meet new people, quick to converse
with others, and always willing to help those

and Uncle Royal Borkgren. She is survived by
her husband, Dick Hellberg, son Karl Hellberg,
and son Jon Hellberg and wife Melissa; three
grandchildren, Kristian, Madalyn, and Pauly,
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The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and upcoming
services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/obituaryform, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the fineral home or in person at The Daily Astori-
an office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.
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