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Warrenton property owners call
for wider bridge after dam removal

Narrow span could limit growth

By DERRICK DePLEDGE
The Daily Astorian

WARRENTON — Norm and Judy
Kujala, whose family runs Skipanon
Brand Seafood, told the Warrenton Plan-
ning Commission Thursday night that
plans for a single-lane bridge over the
Skipanon River after the Eighth Street
Dam is removed are short-sighted and
could undermine future growth.

The Kujalas, whose son, Mark, is the
mayor, are among several property own-
ers on the east side of the river who want
a wider bridge that might enable devel-
opment.

The width of the bridge has become
a sticking point in the $1.2 million proj-
ect to demolish the aging dam and im-
prove salmon habitat. The city, the Co-
lumbia River Estuary Study Task Force
and the Skipanon Water Control District,
which owns the dam, have agreed to a
single-lane, 54-foot span that is 16 feet
wide.

While property owners consider the
16-foot width an improvement over the
original plan, which was 14 feet, several
want the bridge built to city code of 20
feet or wider.

The city had sought a bridge as part

of the project to preserve emergency
access that is now provided by a gravel
road over the dam. The gravel road is
controlled by the Skipanon Water Con-
trol District. The bridge, if built, would
be the city’s property.

According to CREST, the Bonneville
Power Administration, which is financ-
ing the dam removal to restore salmon
habitat, has only agreed to replace the
existing emergency access with a sin-
gle-lane bridge.

Judy Kujala told the Planning Com-
mission that the Skipanon Water Control
District and CREST are “definitely an-
ti-development.”

Norm Kujala said the bridge should be
24-feet wide to allow for two-way traffic.
He said it would be “pretty short-sighted
of the city of Warrenton” to put in a sin-
gle-lane bridge.

Mayor Mark Kujala who leads Ski-
panon Brand Seafood, has recused him-
self from the debate over a project that
has also prompted objections from War-
renton Fiber, a leading employer.

Stephen Fulton, who works on land
development and wetland mitigation
for Warrenton Fiber, asked the Planning
Commission to continue the hearing on
the land use aspects of the project so

more study can be done on whether re-
moving the dam would impact water lev-
els for upstream property owners.

Matt Van Ess, a habitat restoration
coordinator for CREST, said the project
“does not in any way change water ele-
vations on the upstream side of the dam.
And that’s the finding from our engi-
neers. That would be a deal-breaker for
the project.”

But Fulton has questioned why the
city would rely on private engineers
working with CREST.

“This is a dam protecting the upriv-
er landowners,” Fulton said. “When it’s
taken out, it’s going to have an impact
on the hydrology.”

An attorney for Warrenton Fiber also
raised questions this week about wheth-
er property owners received adequate
notice about the project.

The City Commission, which on
Wednesday approved an agreement with
CREST and the Skipanon Water Control
District, did not send out notice to prop-
erty owners. The city attorney has said
that notice was not required because the
commission was not making a land use
decision.

The Planning Commission, however,
did send out notices to property owners
near the dam. The Planning Commission
will continue its hearing on the project in
May.

‘Color the Coast’ run to ra1se autism awareness

By The Daily Astorian

The second annual “Color
the Coast for Autism” color
run and walkathon will be
held Saturday at the Astoria/
Warrenton/Seaside KOA.

The color run and walk,
an event where runners are
showered with colored pow-
der along the run, will begin
at 11:30 a.m. Other activities
will begin at 10 a.m.

Registration is $14 for
adults and $11 for children.

Funds raised at the event
benefit the Autism Society

of Oregon. Last year, the
inaugural run raised nearly
$10,000 from about 250 par-
ticipants.

Brandi Lindstrom, a local
chapter representative for the
Autism Society of Oregon,
said the event this year al-
ready has 364 people signed
up, which has surpassed the
funds raised last year.

The KOA donates the col-
or and offers free camping to
participants in the run/walk
event.

The Autism Society of Or-
egon’s mission is to empower
individuals with autism, their
families and their service pro-
viders to improve the quality
of their lives through support
and information.

“Color the Coast for Au-
tism,” is scheduled this month
partly because April is Autism
Awareness Month.

age 8.

Oregon has one of the
highest rates of autism in the
United States, according to
the Autism Society.

A report from March 2014
by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention states
1 in 68 children nationwide
are identified with autism by

There are more than 9,000
children in Oregon receiving
special education services for
autism spectrum disorder.

The Autism Society of
Oregon is a nonprofit group.
The Clatsop County chapter
hosts a support group from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month at the
North Coast Family Fellow-

Submitted photo
“Color the Coast for Autism” walkers are covered in col-
ored powder at last year’s event held at the Warrenton
KOA. This year’s event is Saturday.

For more

ship Church, 2245 N. Wah-
anna Road in Seaside. Dinner
and child care are provided at
no cost to the family.
information,
contact Lindstrom at 503-
791-1678 or by email at bab-
bles82@yahoo.com

Submitted photo
“Color the Coast for Au-
tism” last year drew about
250 participants. This year,
more than 300 people have
signed up for the walk/run.

-mPI.SASE ADOPT A PET!

Q CLATSOP COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER e 861-PETS
1315 SE 19th St. ® Warrenton | Tues-Sat 12-4pm

Ella

7 yr.old Lab/Heeler blend.
Eager to play... Ready, Set, Go!
i Waiting to be
. Someone’s one and only.

 www. dogsncats org
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His space sponsoren By BAY BREEZE BOARDING

WANTED

{ Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber )|

Northwest Hardwoods ¢ Longview, WA
Contact: Steve Axtell « 360-430-0885 or John Anderson ¢ 360-269-2500

—— Astoria Band Boosters

CAN & BOTTLE DRIVE

Now Enrolling for
Summer Camps!

“SNAP”
for Special Needs

“Hot Shot”
Tumbling

“Born to Entertain”
Preschool

“Broadway Bound”
“Shake it UP!”

1 P.M.- 3 P.M. - SUNDAY, APRIL 12™
AT ASTORIA HIGH SCHOOL

PLEASE, NO EARLY DROP-OFFS.

Dance Studio

Visit our website for our schedule, tuition and registration information

3631 Hwy 101 N. e Gearhart ¢ 503-717-1637
E ORE for more information - www.getyoudancing.com
email: encoregearhart@msn.com
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_Istarted her career

Barbie Jenkins has
been an optician for
the past 20 years
here in Astoria. She

B I E

with Dr. Kumpula in 1994,

1 S R E continued on as it became North
Coast Vision Center, and since
TI1 RI1I N G 2011 has been vital in helping
= Coastal Eye Care become the
MARCH thriving clinic it is today! As the

practice changed hands several
times over the years Barbie has
remained the constant force.
She has been dedicated to
her patients for all this time with
her compassionate ways and
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Qpens
Fr\daY:
ppril 3rd

steadfast service. on the new “Family Fridays” night
. . . $5 (kids 12 & under) and $10 (adults)
Barble WI” be greatly mlssed' Tickets can be purchased at the door one hour before
g V// 4 ‘ / showtime, but reservations are recommended by
Om Z “S "aé, calling 503-325-6104 or online at ww.astorstreetoprycompany.com

Coastal Eye Care 553 18th St., Astoria!

RUNS THRU SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH

Friday ¢ Saturday nights at 7pm (doors at 6:30)
Sunday matinees April 12 & 19 at 2pm (doors at 1:30)

Tickets $8 to $15 with all seats

The Band Boosters are the on|y source of funds to keep Astoria’s school
band programs functioning, providing instruments, uniforms, equipment,
music, transportation — everything besides the band director’s salary.
Please help by dropping off your empties or making a donation.

Call (503) 791-6596

to arrange pickup of |arge amounts.

AND CLARK STORYT

or how the Finns discovered Astor za'

PLAYHOUSE 4
129 W, BOND ST. ¥
ASTORIA

Sponsored by Pacific Coast Medical Supply, HIPFISH, Merry Time Tavern, Columbia Veterinary Hospital,

FernHill Glass, Holly McHone Jewelry and the Riverszen Yoga & Resistance Studio

Kids on
the Art Walk

The Astoria Head Start
Parent Group, in collab-
oration with Northwest
Regional Educational Ser-
vice District, will take part
in Second Saturday Art
Walk from 4 to 7 p.m. Sat-
urday with “Art Through
the Eyes of a Child,” an
exhibit of mixed media by
children 3 to 5 years olds
and a fundraiser for early
childhood education.

The exhibit is part of
celebrations for the Week
of the Young Child, spon-
sored by the National
Association for the Edu-
cation of Young Children
and running from Sunday
through to April 18.

Winnifred Byrne Lumi-
nari Arts, 1133 Commer-
cial St., will display the
work of about 47 children
from Astoria Head Start
and NWRESD’s Early
Childhood Class. Curious
Caterpillar, 1184 Commer-
cial St., will display the
work of 35 children from
Warrenton Head Start and
the NWRESD.

The Week of the Young
Child is to focus public
attention on the needs of
young children and their
families and to recognize
the early childhood pro-
grams and services that
meet those needs. This one
night only art exhibit will
help to raise awareness
and funds to support the
importance of art in the
early childhood education.
Head Start is a no-cost ed-
ucation and social service
program.

“This event also strives
to give the students a
voice, by sharing how
they see the world giving

students an opportuni-
ty to express themselves
and develop feelings of
accomplishment,”  wrote
Tiffany Hall, an early in-
tervention specialist with
NWRESD.

The exhibits will in-
clude art available to the
public by the Astoria Head
Start Parent Group. A si-
lent auction and raffle will
also be held that evening,
with items donated by lo-
cal community businesses.
All proceeds from the art
exhibit, auction and raffle
will go toward increasing
the parent group funds for
special activities for Asto-
ria Head Start children.

“We are very excited to
have a collaboration with
Head Start and North-
west Regional Education-
al School District,” Hall
wrote. “We work together
every day and we are real-
ly excited to expand our art
show to NWRESD to cel-
ebrate Week of the Young
Child. Both organizations
goals are to support young
children and families with
building a nurturing, safe
and supportive environ-
ment, which is so criti-
cal to the development
of a young child. Clatsop
County needs more expo-
sure to the importance of
early childhood programs,
because it is critically un-
derserved.”

Refreshments will do-
nated by Serendipity Café,
Home Bakery and Kick
Ass Coffee, and live mu-
sic provided by Live Blues
with Maggie and the Cats.

For more information,
contact Hall at thall@
nwresd.k12.or.us

Mon-Fri 8-6
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DELSOK

FACTORY

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES

* CUSTOM WHEELS -

Sat- 8-4

503-325-0233

* AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES °
Hours: ‘ 503-325-2861

For emergencies

35359 Business Hwy 101
(miles crossing)

Astoria, OR

0

CONDUCTED BY DAVE BECKER

@he

2:00 PM
SUNDAY
APRIL 19

LIBERTY THEATER, ASTORIA
DOORS OPEN AT 1:15

I Sedentary

IN-HOME

CONSULTATION!

Shutters, Draperies, Wood Blinds,

Cellular Shades, Soft Shades,
Vertical Blinds, Valances,
Woven Wood & more!

Blinds

PRE-SHOW AT 1:30:
Astoria Tuba Quartet
GUEST PERFORMER:
‘ Edith Farrar

Baton Twirler :: !

OUS (] tradition

NORTH COAST SYMPHONIC BAND f&ﬁ |

$15 for adults

and $7 for students
Liberty Theater Box Office,
2-5:30 p.m. Tues.-Sat.
. and two hours before
q the performance or call
503-325-5922, ex. 55.

S

Call For éﬁ" ée .

a style for every point of view™

Oregon Coast
503-738-5242

Lincoln City
541-994-9954

www.budgetblinds.com

*Offer not valid with any other offers. Offer good at time of initial estimate only.
Offer good at participating franchises only. Each franchise indey

SW Washington
503-738-5242
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