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Body in river identified
as Jerad Knutson, 20

The Daily Astorian

The dead body found Tues-
day morning in the Columbia
River about a mile west of the
Astoria Bridge has been identi-
fied as 20-year-old Jerad Knut-

Clat-
medical

son, according to the
sop County district

examiner.

The county medical examiner
and the Oregon State Medical Ex-

son’s

| fice

Tiver.

A fisherman discovered Knut-

body Tuesday morning.

A Clatsop County Sheriff’s Of-

marine deputy responded

at about 8:30 a.m. in a boat with
another deputy and an Astoria
Police officer.
was quite decomposed when the
¥ officers recovered

Knutson’s body

it from the

“The body had been in the wa-
ter for some time,” Astoria Police

aminer decided Wednesday
not to perform an autopsy.
They determined the cause
of Knutson’s death was
drowning, and the manner
of death is undetermined.
Knutson had been a
missing since Feb. 27,
when he was last seen in

Jerad
Knutson
HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PERSONT
»E JERAD
";_ KNUTSON
LAST SEEN
) IN ASTORIA

Chief Brad Johnston said.
At this time, Johnston
said, his department has
exhausted all possible
leads into the circumstanc-
es of Knutson’s death.
“We had the initial re-
port that he was in and out
of traffic and no additional

the area of the Youngs Bay

Bridge. He had been staying with his grand-
mother in Cannon Beach. and with his aunt
in Astoria, since coming to the North Coast

from Plains, Mont.

tional.”

sightings after that,” John-

ston said. “Barring a witness coming for-
ward or some other evidence, we are unable
to determine if it was an accident or inten-
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Changes seen
as technical

By DERRICK
DePLEDGE
The Daily Astorian

WARRENTON — The
Warrenton Planning Commis-
sion voted Thursday night to
lift decade-old traffic condi-
tions on Oregon LNG’s pro-
posed export terminal that the
firm’s attorney has described
as outdated.

The city had imposed the
traffic conditions on Marlin
Avenue that were recom-
mended in 2005 by the Or-
egon Department of Trans-
portation. But Oregon LNG
now plans to access the ex-

Warrenton Planning Commission
votes to lift old trafh

port terminal from King Av-
enue.

Michael Comnors, a Port-
land attomey for Oregon
NG, had told the Planning
Commission in March that the
request was a “housekeeping
measure.”

Several opponents of the
project had contested the firm’s
request and asked for more
time for written comment.
Most of the comments received
since the March hearing raised
broader objections about traffic
and other aspects of the project,
which will be considered when
a city hearings officer reviews
the development.

“T feel that we need fo
move it to the City Commis-
sion so they can vote on it one
way or the other.” said Vince

ic conditions
on Oregon LNG project

Williams, who serves on the
Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission
voted 5-1 fo lift the old traf-
fic conditions. Commissioner
Paul Mitchell voted against
the change.

The recommendation now
goes before the City Commis-
sion, which would also hear
any appeal to a ruling by the
hearings officer on the project.

The $6 billion Oregon LNG
project involves an 87-mile
pipeline between Washington
state and Oregon and an export
terminal for liquefied natural
gas along the Skipanon River.

A coalition made up of res-
idents in Warrenton and Asto-
ria, environmentalists and fish-
ermen has opposed the project
for the past decade.

County approves compensation study for its 199 employees

By KYLE SPURR
The Daily Astorian

The Clatsop County Board
of Commissioners unani-
mously approved an agree-
ment with Tualatin-based
consultant HR Answers Inc.
Wednesday to complete a
classification and compen-
sation study for the county’s
199 full-time employees.

The study is budgeted to
not exceed $39.700.

It will address five main
components which include
establishing a framework to
provide equal pay for equal
work, job evaluations, ex-
ternal competitiveness to at-
tract and retain employees,
a maintenance process fo
properly implement the study
and recommendations for

advancement between salary
ranges.

The last study was con-
ducted in 1998, according to
the county.

Administrative ~ Services
Director Dean Perez said
fypically the study should
be done every 10 years, and
ideally five to seven years, al-
though that can get costly for
the county.
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27th annual

“Track Meet

10:00 am - Saturday, April 18th « Astoria high school

Despite the length of time
between studies, Perez said,
his department has worked
hard to maintain job descrip-
tions and compensations.
Having the consultant’s study
will verify the practices have
been done correctly and offer
other strategies. he said.

“We have done a good job
keeping job descriptions up to
date. We do have a good com-
pensation process. [ wouldn’t
say it’s the best practice. It
hasn’t been tested,” Perez
said. “It’s important fo make
sure we have the framework
for equal pay for equal work.
That is something that wasn’t
around in the 1998 compen-
sation study.”

The study will be con-

ducted in three phases. The
first phase will begin later
this month and start with a
meeting between the consul-
tant, county management and
union representatives.

“It’s important for this
consultant that the unions are
a part of the process,” Perez
said.

The timing of the study is
good for the county consid-
ering four of the five unions
will begin negotiations next
year, Perez said, and a com-
pleted study will likely assist
the county during the negoti-
ations.

The second phase of the
study will begin in June and
the third phase will occur
from July to September.

“It will be a lengthy pro-
cess,” Perez said.

HR Answers previously
hosted a $9.000 county man-
agement retreat Dec. 11 that
was attended by 16 depart-
ment heads and County Man-
ager Scott Somers.

It was the only consulting
firm to submit a proposal for
the study, partly due to the
fact that most firms deal in
private sector not the public
sector, Perez said.

Board of Commissioners
Chairman Scott Lee said he is
looking forward to the com-
pleted study.

“Seventeen years iS a
long time to go without this
kind of second look.” he
said.

Two days added to spring chinook season

Spring chinook anglers
on the lower Columbia Riv-
er will get two more days
of salmon fishing — Satur-
day and April 16 — under
a season extension adopted
by Oregon and Washington
fishery managers.

The spring chinook sea-
son had been scheduled to
close after Friday, but was
extended when staff esti-

mated 28 percent of the up-
river spring chinook alloca-
tion would remain after the
season closed. Prior to the
season, fishery managers
projected the catch through
April 10 at about 12,000 chi-
nook, including a maximum
of 10,300 upriver fish. They
now estimate anglers will
catch and retain a fotal of
just 9,700 by that date.

The area open for spring
chinook fishing extends
from Buoy 10 upriver to
Beacon Rock for boat and
bank anglers. and to the fish-
ing boundary below Bonne-
ville Dam for bank anglers.
When the fishery is open,
anglers can retain one hatch-
ery adult chinook salmon
as part of their daily catch
limit.

Sheriff’s Office auctioning a transport van

The Clatsop County Sheriff’s Office is auc-
tioning its 2003 Ford transport van.

The van has 165.000 miles and the trans-
mission was replaced in 2013 at 154,278 miles,
according to the Sheriff’s Office. It still has the
secured transport cages in the rear providing
additional secure storage for equipment or

people.

April 19.

For those who may be interested, visit
www.govdeals.com and enter Clatsop County in
the search box for additional details and to bid.

The bid started Thursday and muns through

GovDeals is the place fo bid on government
surplus and unclaimed property including heavy

equipment, cars, trucks, buses and airplanes.

died in Astoria. Caldwell’s Luce-Layton Mor-

April 9, 2015

JOHNSON, Robert D., 61, of Warrenton,

Lotteries

tuary is in charge of arrangements.

OREGON
Thursday’s Pick 4:
1 p.m.: 5-6-8-3
4 p.m.: 8-7-1-1
7 p-m.: 5-1-2-9

Public meetings

10 p.m.: 5-5-8-7
WASHINGTON
Thursday’s Daily Game:
9-2-6
Thursday’s Keno: 03-05-

08-16-17-19-20-21-23-34-
36-37-40-42-43-44-65-71-
78-79

Thursday’s Match 4: 01-
05-07-15

|

TUESDAY
Warrenton City Com-
mission, 6 p.m., Warren-
ton City Hall, 225 S Main
Ave.

Lewis & Clark Fire
Department Board,
7 p.m., main fire sta-
tion, 34571 Highway 101
Business.

Warrenton-Hammond
School District Board of Di-
rectors, 7 p.m. regular meet-
ing, Warrenton High School
library, 1700 S.E. Main Ave.

OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and, for
veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 am. the business day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and upcoming
services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/obituaryform, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The Daily Astori-
an office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.
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