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10 years ago this week— 2005

No one likes to think about raw sewage overflowing into Youngs Bay and the
Columbia River. But when it rains as hard and long as it has lately, that’s exactly
what happens in Astoria, where a sewer system as historic as the city’s Victorian
houses uses the same pipes to handle both sewage and stormwater runoff.

Steps are now under way to change that. In 2004, the city began construction
on Phase One of a Combined Sewer Overflow Project (CSO) that eventually
will reduce the amount of sewage escaping into local waterways during heavy
rainfall by 96 percent. The move came after a decade of planning and under
pressure from the state Department of Environmental Quality to comply with
the federal Clean Water Act. It’s a 22-year project with a $22.3 million price tag.

The spring chinook salmon count at Bonneville Dam so far is the
lowest since 1949 for reasons that include probably drought and sea
lions, scientists say.

The prized fish also may be waiting longer before going upriver
to spawn, said Robin Ehlke, a biologist in the state Department of
Fish and Wildlife.

Highway traffic wasn’t one of the hazards Lewis and Clark faced on their
epic trek. And thanks to the new passage soon to be under construction on U.S.
Highway 101, hikers and cyclists retracing a small section of the explorers’ trail
won’t have to brave speeding cars and trucks either.

Local, state and federal officials turned some symbolic shovelfulls of soil
Tuesday at the site of the new pedestrian tunnel planned for construction near
Rilea Armed Forces Training Center. The tunnel will carry the Fort to Sea Trail
under Highway 101 in front of Pioneer Presbyterian Church.

It’s dinnertime — do you know where your salmon fillets came
from?

Consumers should now be able to answer that question with a
“yes.”

As of last Monday, stores across the country are required to label
their seafood products with information about the country it came
from and whether it was wild-caught or farm-raised.

50 years ago — 1965

It apparently has become a popular pastime among some elements of As-
toria’s younger set to taunt trainees from Tongue Point Job Corps Center of an
evening on the city streets or in restaurants.

Sometimes local young people drive around town in cars, yelling insults at
groups of Job Corps youths on the sidewalk.

This sort of conduct is not only ungracious and poor hospitality; it is an un-
fair and one-sided sort of contest, for the Job Corps people can’t fight back, on
penalty of being kicked out of the center and sent home. They are under strict
orders to be on good behavior and not become involved in brawls with any town
youngsters.

The U.S. Senate Tuesday approved and sent to the White House
an authorization bill for $965,000 expansion of Cape Disappoint-
ment Coast Guard lifeboat station, Sen. Warren Magnuson of
‘Washington announced in Washington, D.C.

Magnuson said the proposed expenditure would modernize the
present station and “consolidate functions the Coast Guard now
conducts at Point Adams, Ore.”

Lest anyone should start grumbling about the current rainy spell, we ought to
remember that this is the first serious rainfall since February. The whole month of
March slipped past with nothing but a few very light showers — barely enough
to keep the dust down for a few hours.

It’s been a spring so far such as we haven’t seen hereabouts in many years.
‘We should be grateful for it and not complain if we get a little moisture now. We
need it to keep the forest fires suppressed and the lawns and gardens green.

75 years ago — 1940

The “standing room only” sign went up quickly Sunday at the
Warrenton soil conservation service CCC camp when possibly the
largest crowd of Clatsop County residents that ever participated in
the annual local observance turned out to help celebrate the seventh
birthday of the Civilian Conservation Corps.

Clatsop County is willing to turn over the corner lot on which old Fort
George stood to the city of Astoria as a recreational spot. The Astoria Kiwanis
club is sponsoring the development of a park on the site.

Real property owners in blocks 39, 55, 109, 111 and 121 in Tay-
lor’s Astoria, Monday petitioned the city council to provide an ade-
quate domestic water supply to their homes. The petition said that
on account of the lack of pressure at certain times, the supply of do-
mestic water was “grossly inadequate.”

A new era in the housing of fishermen who live in company bunkhouses is
at hand. Construction of a third large bunkhouse was revealed today with the
issuance of a building permit to the Chinook Packing Company to erect a $2500
structure at the foot of Forty-fifth street. Two similar buildings are under con-
struction by the Columbia River Packers Association.

One of the large anti-aircraft guns from Fort Stevens will be dis-
played in the lot to the south of Regatta pavilion as a part of Astoria’s
Army Day observance. Four anti-aircraft machine guns from the
fort, and some national guard equipment will be shown in the pa-
vilion where a free dance to enlisted men in uniform will be given
Saturday night, the final feature of Army Day.
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Injuring the quest for justice?

By CHARLES M. BLOW
New York Times News Service

Thls week the Columbia
University Graduate School
of Journalism issued its damn-
ing report about the journalistic
lapses by Rolling Stone magazine
when it published a salacious, and
now-discredited, story about a
supposed gang rape at a University
of Virginia frat house.

The report blasted the magazine
for failing to engage in “basic, even
routine journalistic practice” to verify

the veracity of the story.

This only amplified the finger point-
ing of those who believe the issue of
college rape is an overhyped fallacy
or an ideological instrument, and the
hand-wringing among activists who
fear real damage to a real issue.

Last year, Kevin D. Williamson
wrote in National
Review under the

sentative of the experience
of all college women.”

The Fact Checker went
on to say: “As an interesting
article from the University
of Minnesota-Duluth news-
paper makes clear, sexual vi-
olence is too rarely reported.
So the White House should
be applauded for calling at-
tention to this issue.”

A Fox News host last
month even suggested that
the Rolling Stone story was evidence
that “there is a war happening on boys
on these college campuses.”

On the other side, the author of the
Rolling Stone article acknowledged the
effect her story may have on sexual as-
sault victims, writing in a statement: “I
hope that my mistakes in reporting this
story do not silence the voices of vic-
tims that need to be heard.”

Sexual assault on college campus-
es is not the only issue to be caught in
the cultural crossfire when some of the
facts of a well-pub-
licized case unravel.

headline “The Rape somet'mes The same could be
Epidemic Is a Fic- H H said of the Michael
tion” that the issue -’uSt'ce Brown/Darren  Wil-
of sexual assault on dictates son case in Ferguson,
college  campuses - Mo. Protests born in
was “bound up in a glaclal the wake of Brown’s
a broader feminist - killing by Wilson
Kulturkampf ~ only fort'tudel frequently  invoked
tangentially related to evenin a the Phrase Eands up,
the very real problem don’t shoot,” a refer-
of sexual violence modern ence to the posture
against women.” He - that some witness-
cited what he called per iod of es said was held by
the “thoroughly de- - Brown when he was
bunked claim that 1 instant shot. The Department
in 5 women will be gratification. of Justice found little

sexually assaulted in
her college years,”
a claim repeated by President Barack
Obama, as part of his evidence.
However, it should be noted that
The Washington Post Fact Checker
has refused to rule on the reliability of
that claim, saying only that: “Readers
should be aware that this oft-cited sta-
tistic comes from a Web-based survey
of two large universities, making it
problematic to suggest that it is repre-

evidence to support
that narrative.

Sheriff David Clarke of Milwaukee
went on Fox News to declare a “war on
our nation’s finest, the American police
officer” based on a “false narrative out
of Ferguson, Mo., this ‘hands up, don’t
shoot.”” He continued, “We know now
for a fact that that never happened.”

Jonathan Capehart of The Washing-
fon Post wrote a much-talked-about
column under the headline ““Hands Up,

Charles
Blow

Don’t Shoot” Was Built On a
Lie.” And yet, Capehart was
careful to make this caveat:
“Yet this does not diminish
the importance of the real is-
sues unearthed in Ferguson
by Brown’s death. Nor does
it discredit what has become
the larger ‘Black Lives Mat-
ter.””

Cases like these raise
the questions: What hap-
pens when one particular
case is shown to have flaws although
the overall condition that it illustrated
holds true? How much damage is done
when ammunition is given to deniers?
How do you balance an impulse toward
immediate empathy with the patience
necessary for a reservation of judgment
until a proper investigation can be per-
formed?

Is there an ultimately unhealthy
need to identify a “catalyst case” that
will shock the conscience and lay waste
to civic apathy, a case that will arrest
the sensibilities of the weary and dis-
passionate and move them to action? |
would argue that the integrity of truth
and the honor of righteousness know no
era. They don’t need to win the moment
because they will always win the ages.

And therefore, these cases stand as
cautionary markers that we can nev-
er be so eager to have our convictions
confirmed that deliberation is aban-
doned and our truth-detectors are dis-
armed. That goes for those in the media
as well as the public. Sometimes justice
dictates a glacial fortitude, even in a
modern period of instant gratification.

In these cases, the error must be
acknowledged and absorbed without
distorting the mission. One measure of
the merits of a movement and a cause
are their resilience in the face of tumult,
their ability to take a blow and scamper
back to their feet, to stay homed in on
the beacon of light even after the dark-
ness falls.

Remember what Malcolm X said:
“I'm for truth, no matter who tells it.
I’'m for justice, no matter who it is for
or against.” When you are in honest
pursuit of justice, the truth will never
hurt you.

What we need in our candidates

By DAVID BROOKS
New York Times News Service

Ihave two presidential election
traditions.

I begin covering each campaign
by reading a book about Abraham
Lincoln, and I end each election night,
usually after midnight, at the statue of
the Lincoln Memorial.

I begin by reading a book about Lin-
coln not because it’s fair to hold any of
the candidates to the Lincoln standard,
but because he gets you thinking about
what sorts of things we should be looking
for in a presidential candidate. Any can-
didate worthy of support should at least
have in rudiments what Lincoln had in
fullness: a fundamental vision, a golden
temperament and a shrewd strategy for
how to cope with the political realities of
the moment.

Lincoln developed his fundamental
vision in a way that seems to refute our
contemporary ~ educational ~ practices.
Today we pile on years of education.

the distractions of Washing-
ton life come in a flurry.
Lincoln’s  temperament
surpasses all explanation. His
early experience of depres-
sion and suffering gave him
a radical self-honesty. He had
the double-minded person-
ality that we need in all our
leaders. He was involved in

Well, at least we can find
the closest possible approxi-
mation.

Washington life come in
a flurry.

Lincoln’s  temperament
surpasses  all  explanation.
His early experience of de-
pression and suffering gave
him a radical self-honesty.

a bloody civil war, but he was
an exceptionally poor hater.
He was deeply engaged, but
also able to step back; a passionate ad-
vocate, but also able to see his enemy’s
point of view; aware of his own power,
but aware of when he was helpless in the
hands of fate; extremely self-confident
but extremely humble. Candidates who
don’t have a contradictory temperament
have no way to check themselves and are
thus dangerous.

Lincoln’s skills as a political tacti-
cian seem like the least of his gifts, but
are among his greatest. It’s easy to be a
true believer, or to govern or campaign
with your pedal to the metal all the time.
It’s much harder to know when to tap on

We assign hundreds the brake and when to
of books over the - step on the gas.
years. We cluster our Lincoln’s We study Lin-
students on campus- coln’s tactical phase
es with people with temperame"t shifts in the Grand
similar grades and test ~ ggprpasses alfl  Stategy class I help
scores. P - with at Yale. There’s
Lincoln had very exp’anatlon. never enough time to

little formal education.

He was not cloistered

on a campus but spent his formative
years in daily contact with an astounding
array of characters. If his social experi-
ence was wide, his literary experience
was narrow. He read fewer books over
his entire formative life than many con-
temporary students do in a single year.
In literary terms, he preferred depth to
breadth; grasp to reach. He intensely read
Shakespeare, the King James Bible, The
Pilgrim’s Progress and Parson Weems’
The Life of Washington.

This education gave him a moral
vision that emerged from life, not from
reading,

He saw America as a land where
ambitious poor boys and girls like him-
self could transform themselves through
hard, morally improving work. He be-
lieved in a government that built canals
and railroads and banks to stoke the fires
of industry. He believed slavery was
wrong in part because people should be
free to control their own labor. He be-
lieved in a providence that was active but
unknowable.

This Whiggish vision was his north
star. He could bob and weave as politics
demanded, but his incremental means al-
ways pointed to the same transformation-
al end. Any presidential candidate needs
that sort of consistent animating vision
— an image of an Ideal America baked
so deeply into his or her bones as to be
unconscious, useful as a compass when

cover them all.

Most of Lincoln’s
efforts were designed to tamp down
passion for the sake of sustainable, incre-
mental progress. Others would have de-
livered a heroic first Inaugural Address,
but Lincoln made his a dry legal brief.
Others would have stuffed the Emanci-
pation Proclamation with ringing excla-
mations, but Lincoln’s draft is as dull as
possible. Others wanted an immediate
end to slavery. Lincoln tried to end it
through unromantic, gradual economic
means. He hoped that if he limited the de-
mand for slaves (by halting the spread of
slavery and by paying people not to keep
them) he could drive down the price and
render the whole enterprise unprofitable.

This year, Lincoln’s strategic restraint
is the most necessary of his traits. We
live in a partisan time, with movements
who treat trimmers, compromisers and
incrementalists harshly. But, to pass leg-
islation, the next president will have to
perpetually disappoint the fervent and
devise a legislative strategy that can con-
sistently get a House majority and 60
Senate votes.

We will not get a Lincoln. A person
with his face could not survive the TV
age. A person with his capacity for in-
trospection could not survive the 24/7
self-branding campaign environment.
But we do need someone with a portion
of his gifts — someone who is philo-
sophically grounded, emotionally mature
and tactically cunning,

Brooks

He had the double-minded
personality that we need in all
our leaders. He was involved
in a bloody civil war, but he was an ex-
ceptionally poor hater. He was deeply
engaged, but also able to step back; a
passionate advocate, but also able to see
his enemy’s point of view; aware of his
own power, but aware of when he was
helpless in the hands of fate; extremely
self-confident but extremely humble.
Candidates who don’t have a contradic-
tory temperament have no way to check
themselves and are thus dangerous.

Lincoln’s skills as a political tactician
seem like the least of his gifts, but are
among his greatest. It’s easy to be a true
believer, or to govern or campaign with
your pedal to the metal all the time. It’s
much harder to know when to tap on the
brake and when to step on the gas.

We study Lincoln’s tactical phase
shifts in the Grand Strategy class I help
with at Yale. There’s never enough time
to cover them all.

Most of Lincoln’s efforts were de-
signed to tamp down passion for the sake
of sustainable, incremental progress. Oth-
ers would have delivered a heroic first In-
augural Address, but Lincoln made his a
dry legal brief. Others would have stuffed
the Emancipation Proclamation with
ringing exclamations, but Lincoln’s draft
is as dull as possible. Others wanted an
immediate end to slavery. Lincoln tried to
end it through unromantic, gradual eco-
nomic means. He hoped that if he limit-
ed the demand for slaves (by halting the
spread of slavery and by paying people
not to keep them) he could drive down
the price and render the whole enterprise
unprofitable.

This year, Lincoln’s strategic restraint
is the most necessary of his traits. We
live in a partisan time, with movements
who treat trimmers, compromisers and
incrementalists harshly. But, to pass leg-
islation, the next president will have to
perpetually disappoint the fervent and
devise a legislative strategy that can con-
sistently get a House majority and 60
Senate votes.

We will not get a Lincoln. A person
with his face could not survive the TV
age. A person with his capacity for in-
trospection could not survive the 24/7
self-branding campaign environment.
But we do need someone with a portion
of his gifts — someone who is philo-
sophically grounded, emotionally mature
and tactically cunning,

Well, at least we can find the closest
possible approximation.



