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Tablets will be 
used to conduct 
Common Core 
assessments

By KATIE WILSON
EO Media Group

ILWACO, Wash. — Jessie 
Huntley sat down to take a test 
recently — not unusual in the 
life of an eighth-grader.

But she’d never taken a test 
with quite so many adults hover-
ing around her as she set up her 
tablet and attached its keyboard. 
In the room with her were teach-
ers, the district’s technology di-
rector and employees from the 
technology company Amplify, 
which sold more than 200 tab-
lets to the Ocean Beach School 
District last year.

“Poor kid,” said her mom 
Amy Huntley, a teacher at Ilwa-
co high school and the district 
assessment coordinator tasked 
with overseeing state testing.

But Jessie was an important 
guinea pig that day. Amplify’s 
secure testing browser had just 
been approved by the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consor-
tium. Students at Ilwaco Middle 

nation to take the new state-re-
quired Smarter Balanced As-
sessments on Amplify tablets in 
May.

So when Amplify’s engi-
neers wanted to see what hap-
pened when a real student took 
a real test on a real tablet, Jessie 
and a handful of other students 
obliged. They took practice tests 
and reported back on the expe-
rience while engineers experi-
mented with what would hap-
pen if something went wrong 
— if, for instance, keyboards 
were disconnected mid-test.

For students like Jessie, tak-
ing tests on their tablets will not 
be a big deal. After all, they’ve 
been using their tablets in class 
all school year, but students new 
to the Middle School or new to 
tablets could have some catch-
ing up to do.

Head start for OP
Meanwhile, students com-

ing to the Middle School from 
Ocean Park Elementary will 
have had more experience with 
Smarter Balanced Assessments 
than students coming from Long 
Beach Elementary.

Last school year, OPE did 
a pilot program of the Smarter 
Balanced Assessments to pre-
pare students well ahead of time 

for what’s to come. Long Beach 
Elementary chose not to, hop-
ing to track improvement over 
previous years under the current 
state tests. Students and teachers 
have been working on sample 
Smarter Balanced questions and 
test this year, however, LBE 
Principal Todd Carper said.

Smarter Balanced Assess-
ments tests grades 3-8 and high 
school students on mathematics 
and English languages arts/liter-
acy. They are different than tra-
ditional tests, in some instances, 
demanding more of a student 
than before. Questions may have 
multiple parts and, in math, stu-

dents may need to spend more 
time memorizing formulas prior 
to the test. Ocean Beach School 
District board members and 
administrators tried their hand 
at some sample questions last 
year and, after struggling over 
the answers together in groups, 
wondered out loud how students 
would do.

Managing expectations
Across Washington, students 

will likely do worse than before, 

of Public Instruction has said.
“Because the new content 

standards set higher expecta-

tions for students and the new 
tests are designed to assess stu-
dent performance against those 
higher standards, the bar has 
been raised,” said Smarter Bal-
anced Executive Director Joe 
Willhoft in a statement in No-
vember 2014.

The consortium estimates 
close to two-thirds of students 
will not meet state standards.

“It’s not surprising that fewer 
students could score at Level 3 
or higher,” Willhoft said. “How-
ever, over time the performance 
of students will improve.”

“The reality is, they’re not 
slated to do well,” Amy Huntley 
said. “… We knew that going 
into this.”

Once Smarter Balanced as-
sessment scores go into effect 
following this year’s round 
of tests, the district will really 
only have the rest of the state of 
Washington to compare itself to. 
In the district alone, “We have 
nothing to compare this to,” 
Huntley said.

But as far as the tablets go, 
Huntley and Thompson are 

students up to succeed. Amplify 
had to only work on some small 
issues with how the keyboards 
connected to the tablets. The 
school will have to adjust how 
students sign in to make sure 
they’re connecting to the correct 
wireless network.

Their biggest concerns have 
little to do with the mechanics of 
the tablets themselves and more 
to do with human actions, Hunt-

ley said: “The kids have to have
their tablets at school and fully
charged.”

Eighth-grader Reese Tyn-
kila, who did a practice math
assessment on the tablets along
with Jessie Huntley, said many
of his peers forget to charge their 
tablets before school, and in a
recent class, several kids had
forgotten to bring their tablets
altogether.

The school will have extra
tablets on hand, already loaded

But with the devices ap-
proved for testing, Thompson 
will spend less time rushing
around the district setting up
and taking down computers for
tests, shunting them from class
to class and taking them out of
circulation for regular classroom
work. When the district bought
the tablets last year, it nearly
doubled the number of devices
available districtwide.

Many of the middle school
students who did practice tests
on the tablets for the Amplify
visitors said they are glad they 
will be using familiar devices.

Tynkila said that using his
tablet to take a test makes the
test more a part of the regular

to go into a big testing room full
of strange computers. But others 
are not convinced.

Seventh-grader Michael
Knudson said on the practice
math test he couldn’t zoom in to 
examine a graph.

“I don’t know,” he con-
cluded. “I’m still a bit skeptical
about it.”

Ilwaco students 1st in US to try new online national tests 

Photo courtesy of Amy Huntley

Eighth-grader Jessie Huntley gets plenty of attention as she helps with a trial of new computer 
tablet testing procedures and technology at Ilwaco Middle School. Karen Veeland looks on.
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LIVE OUTSIDE ASTORIA? To place
your ad in the Daily Astorian
Classifieds, simply dial:

1-800-781-3211
Itʼs fast and itʼs toll free!

WE DELIVER!

Please leave a light on or install
motion detector lights to make

your carrierʼs job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS

Please read your ad on the first day.
If you see an error, The Daily
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad
correctly. We accept responsibility
for the first incorrect insertion, and
then only to the extent of a cor-
rected insertion or refund of the
price paid. To cancel or correct an
ad, call 503-325-3211 or 1-800-
781-3211.

Clatsop County Staff Assistant
Clerk & Elections

Range: $2,997 - $3,643/Month
+Benefits including PERS

Full-time position to perform
professional administrative staff

work for the County Clerk.
Responsibilities include customer
service, processing and recording
documents, elections preparation,

and projects as assigned.
Application and job 

description may be found at:
http://clatsopcounty.us/.

Applications due no later than
5:00pm, April 17, 2015. AA/EOE

Clatsop Care Center is offering the
opportunity to bring your excellent

nursing skills to care for our
residents. Licensed nursing
positions available all shifts,

including on-call. CNA positions
available evenings, nights and on-

call. Applications available on
website www.clatsopcare.org or at

646 16th St. Astoria. EOE

Building maintenance technician.
35 hrs/week.

Minimum 2 years of experience.
Apply at 1508 Exchange St #101

prior to April 10, 2015.

Adult Foster Home is looking for
a full time and part time

Caregiver.
Must pass background check,

experience required.
Please call (503)791-6420

70 HELP WANTED

BORNSTEIN SEAFOODS IS
CURRENTLY HIRING FOR

GENERAL LABOR POSITIONS
FOR THE UPCOMING WHITING

SEASON BEGINNING MAY 15TH
2015. PLEASE APPLY IN

PERSON AT 9 PORTWAY DRIVE
ASTORIA.

BORNSTEIN SEAFOODS ESTA
CONTRATANDO PARA

POSICIONES EN LABOR
GENERAL PARA PROCESAR

WHITING / HAKE, LA
TEMPORADA INICIA EL 15 DE

MAYO DEL 2015, FAVOR DE
APLICAR EN PERSONA EN 9
PORTWAY DRIVE, ASTORIA

OREGON.

70 HELP WANTED

BANKRUPTCY $250
25 Years Experience.

(503)440-0281 / (503)678-7939

61 BANKRUPTCY

Occasionally other companies
make telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These companies
are not affiliated with The Daily
Astorian and customers are under
no obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the
attorney general or be put on the
do not call list, here are the links
to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/

45 PUBLIC NOTICES

Sincere retired white male 60ʼs
of good health, wishes to meet

sincere retired female.
For life time commitment.

Age and weight unimportant,
must be serious for replys

Write Mike with phone number
PO box 476

Cathlament WA, 98612

40 PERSONALS

Lost: Trek bike black with red trim.
Has an identifying mark. Please
call with information. (503)325-

7531

35 LOST & FOUND

Wanted: •HVAC Installer
With Experience,

Must love HVAC field.
great hours, benefits & wage ($15-

$25 HR.)
Send reply to Box 216, c/o Daily
Astorian, P.O. Box 210, Astoria,

OR 97103

NEW TODAY

Tractor wanted: 
Small older Japanese diesel tractor. 

4wd, with loader, 
Private cash buyer Dan. 

(360)304-1199

Seaside Golf course
Looking for 

Full-time breakfast lunch cook
and Breakfast, lunch wait staff.

Apply in person 

Make a difference
at Job Corps!

Get your foot in the door and
make a little extra $ being a
substitute in the dorms.

Many staff started their Job Corps
career as on-call RAs.

MTC seeks candidates for the 
following position serving youth,

ages 16-24, at our
Astoria campus:

•On-Call Residential Advisor

Apply at www.mtc.jobs and enter
Astoria, OR in the search field.

Management and Training
Corporation is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Minorities/Females/Disabilities/
Veterans

MTC Values Diversity!

Drug-free workplace and tobacco-
free campus

NEW TODAY

McMenamins Sand Trap &
Gearhart Hotel

is now hiring line cooks, prep cooks,
dishwashers, servers, food

runners, and housekeepers!
Qual apps must have a willingness

to learn, enjoy working in a busy
cust service-oriented enviro, and
an open and flex sched (days,

eves, wknds, hldys and an open
summertime sched).Prev exp is a
plus but we are willing to train! We
have seasonal and long-term opps
avail. Looking for a career in the

hospitality industry? We offer opps
for growth and great benefits.
Come stop by to fill out an

application at our JOB FAIR on
Wednesday, April 15th , from

3pm to 6pm!
Managers will be avail to talk to

interested applicants.
We are located at 1157 N. Marion

Ave., Gearhart OR, 97138. Can't
make it to the Job Fair?
Apply online 24/7 at

www.mcmenamins.com or kick it
old school and pick up a paper

app at the Sand Trap (or any
other McMenamins location).
Mail to: 430 N. Killingsworth,

Portland, OR, 97217 (Attn: HR);
or fax to 503-221-8749. E.O.E.

1999 dodge diesel, 2500 series,
125,000 miles, excellent running.

2-WD, extended cab, white.
$13,500 (503)738-6675

NEW TODAY

Dejesus Landscape Maintenance 
•One time clean ups & year round

maintenance. •hedges  •pruning 
•Pressure washing •gutters 

•weeding •bark •dumping service 
(503)791-5329

Call for an Appointment

Clinic Manager FHC Ocean Park,
WA. 3-5 yrs mgr exp in outpatient

care. FQHC exp+; Exp
w/EHR, computers, cust serv. BS in

Healthcare, Business, Soc Sci or
related field. Send Resume to

jobs@cfamhc.org
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 Ba rb ie Jen kin s  ha s  
 b een  a n  o p ticia n  fo r 
 the p a s t 20 yea rs  
 here in  As to ria . S he 
 s ta rted  her ca reer 

 w ith Dr. K u m p u la  in  1994, 
 co n tin u ed  o n  a s  it b eca m e No rth 
 Co a s t Vis io n  Cen ter, a n d  s in ce 
 2011 ha s  b een  vita l in  help in g 
 Co a s ta l E ye Ca re b eco m e the 
 thrivin g clin ic it is  to d a y! As  the 
 p ra ctice cha n ged  ha n d s  s evera l 
 tim es  o ver the yea rs  Ba rb ie ha s  
 rem a in ed  the co n s ta n t fo rce. 

 S he ha s  b een  d ed ica ted  to  
 her p a tien ts  fo r a ll this  tim e w ith 
 her co m p a s s io n a te w a ys  a n d  
 s tea d fa s t s ervice. 
 Barbie will be greatly missed. 
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 JOIN 

 US!

 Coastal Eye Care 553 18th St., Astoria!
 C om e help us celebrate! 

 B arbie is retiring

 W A NTED
 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber
 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


