
6A THE DAILY ASTORIAN • THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015

 D AILY  A STORIAN
 T HE

Founded in 1873

STEPHEN A. FORRESTER, Editor & Publisher
LAURA SELLERS, Managing Editor

BETTY SMITH, Advertising Manager
CARL EARL, Systems Manager
JOHN D. BRUIJN, Production Manager

DEBRA BLOOM, Business Manager
SAMANTHA MCLAREN, Circulation Manager

OPINION

‘Hubris’ ignored potential public 

Monsanto CEO Hugh Grant last week attributed the pub-

promoting the technology.

worked within global regulatory re-
The Independent

-

But it is on point. The company did an 
excellent job in marketing to growers. 

-
nored the potential for objections from 
the public.

production already realized by the 

companies are under assault by critics 
who wield powerful emotional argu-

-
-

stormy relationship with the public 

up established seed companies that 
-

its biotech traits. 

patenting gene sequences it could 
use in its own products and license 
to its competitors. The licensing 
agreements restrict what traits pro-
duced by other biotech companies 

limiting the market for its competi-

the seed to sign agreements barring 
-

ous crops. That rubs more traditional 

-
lowed critics to paint the company as a 

family farmers.
Though far from the only biotech 

critics the global symbol of an indus-

that is destroying traditional agricul-
ture without regard to the health of 

But that brings us back to the sci-
ence. 

After more than 20 years of wi-
descale production of genetically 

produce any documented hazards for 
people who consume them.

-

-
lation with crops engineered to resist 
drought and disease.

Not all consumers want biotech 

cropping methods promise to produce 
the required quantity of food.

but decades late

acadism is an architectural term 

sparking much debate about the prac-

within the shells of old buildings.

the only original element left standing 

the street.

-

online news source Crosscut this week 

-
tinuing rapid transformation of older 
commercial and industrials blocks by a 
surging high-tech sector is being facili-
tated by facadism.

This strategy has been raising hack-
-

tural critic Paul Goldberger wrote in 
The New York Times

seek can still be built.

-

intended to make a skyscraper more 
palatable. And the street becomes a kind 

much more than hollowed zombies of 

said that architectural resurrection is the 
-

ing 21st century success story. By rec-

much better-endowed community than 

old architectural slate had been wiped 
clean. Not only do older buildings con-
tain heritage-quality materials and tech-

-
ry-old businesses and homes.

Acknowledging that outright 

-
mittedly are some situations in which 

there an economically feasible way to 

-
chitectural characteristics? Hope for this 

-

One suggestion has been keeping 

while starting from scratch on the inside 
to make it suitable for the library. This is 
the sort of compromise that Goldberger 

see as a betrayal of common sense and 

-
ly endowed with building space. And 
buildings quickly deteriorate in this cli-

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
New York Times News Service

Hin China for the last week.

-
sights come from just reading the 
local papers.

-
ly published an essay detailing 

kindergartens this week to ensure 
-

dened with schoolwork. Although 
-

glish are supposed to be taught to 

uncommon to see preschool-age 
children across China being 

The essay went on to explain why 
-

paring for the college entrance 

R e a d i n g 

-
ucation burst-
ing through 
the doors of 
k i n d e rg a r t e n s 
and declaring: 

-
cils and books 
down! Back 

-

-
dergartens teaching math and En-
glish too soon.

also an article about the latest 
fighting between Shiite pro-Ira-
nian and Sunni pro-Saudi factions 

-

-
ing on a documentary about how 

-

residents of Taiz get to run their 

out of China is the crackdown on 

kindergartens teaching 
math and English too 

of Yemen is that Sunni 
and Shiite factions are 

is already so cracked up 
the water comes on only 

the rest of the time you 

water trucks. And that 
was before the latest 
fighting.

I wish. Obama has said and done 
some boneheaded things in the 

the Libyan regime with no plan 

wary about getting further em-
broiled in this region is not one 

something no president has had 
to face: the collapse of the Arab 
state system after 70 years of 

c o m p a r i s o n 
with Asia is in-

was ruled by 
many autocrats 
who essential-
ly came to their 

take away your 

-
port-led growth policies money 

build a big middle class and win 

-

-

Asian autocrats tended to be 

91 — and you see the results to-
day: Singaporeans waiting in line 
for 10 hours to pay last respects 

nothing into the global middle 
class. Arab autocrats tended to be 
predators who used the conflict 
with Israel as a shiny object to dis-
tract their people from their own 

Syria and Iraq are now
-

saster areas.
Some saw this com-

of Arab social scientists

-
ment Report. It said the
Arab world suffered

was going. It was ignored by the 
-

ed Arab masses rose up to force a
turnaround before they got where
they were going. Except for Tuni-

that awakening fizzled out. So

were going: state collapse and a
-

wars — in a region bulging with

religion not math.

el-Sissi of Egypt declaring that
-

was? Too little Arab cooperation
against Persians and Islamists.
Really? Some 25 percent of Egyp-
tians are illiterate today after $50

out to all the people in this region.
But when your leaders waste 70 

Egypt may send troops to de-

would be the first case of a coun-
try where 25 percent of the popu-

rescue a country where the water

a month to quell a war where 
the main issue is the 7th century 

Shiites or Sunnis.
Any Chinese preschooler can

for success.

Tell me how this ends well

I’ve read 
that it’s all 
President 

Barack 
Obama’s fault. 

I wish.

By LAWRENCE DOWNES
New York Times News Service

The Sound of Music

memory of untold millions of 

engineers do a digital download 
of my dying 

back with the 
oldest grudg-

The Sound 
of Music 

rhyme. She 
climbs a tree 

bites. Yodel-ay-hee-hoo.

aged a bit.
A few may be disappointed. The 

Sound of Music

-
ready considered one of the sappier 
Rodgers and Hammerstein musicals. 

-

reasons other than nostalgia or camp.
I had this thought after seeing 

shook off the dated racial themes and 
left it radically refreshed. I remem-

darkened Oklahoma! and made it al-
most terrifying.

-

all the things that lie buried under all 
that Salzburg sunshine and the radi-

In other words: Is this story really 
as one-dimensional as we think it is?

nun suggests tying a cowbell on her 
neck. Another supplies the perfect tag 

-
derful girl — some 

-
dren. He also has is-

the moment he meets 

wants her out of that 
dress.

Rodgers and 
Hammerstein were no 
babes on Broadway. Their shows often 

In Oklahoma!
say no.  has Lieutenant 

mate in about a minute. In The Sound 
of Music

name sounds like what I want to do 

The Sound of Music -
ing to be Spring Awakening
musical about sex-addled 19th-cen-
tury German adolescents. But there

-

longing. A lonely captain who dumps
his rich girlfriend for
the babysitter. All

-
herds. And Nazis!

Poor Andrews 
has been lugging

the Alps for 50

take it from here.

doing?

Andrews. But I liked her better in 

musician who likes to get high at

irony and genuine laughs in a family
Mary Poppins just

as it is.

Time for a Better ‘Sound of Music’

Is this 
story really 

as one-
dimensional 
as we think 

it is?

AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, File

Julie Andrews, center, is joined by Christopher Plummer, left,  her co-

star from the film “The Sound of Music,” and the film’s director, Robert

Wise, during a reception for the event where Andrews received the 

ELLA award in Beverly Hills, Calif. in April 2001. The 1965 Oscar-win-

ning film adaptation of the Rodgers & Hammerstein musical “The

Sound of Music” is celebrating its 50th birthday in 2015. To honor the

milestone, 20th Century Fox is releasing a five-disc Blu-ray/DVD/Digi-

tal HD collector’s edition, the soundtrack is being re-released, the film 

will be screened more than 500 movie theaters in April 2015.
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