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SEASIDE — Of a list of
50 potential city projects, re-
placing or renovating the fire
station is the Gearhart City
Council’s top priority for
2015.

The council identified other
projects in its recent goal-set-
ting session, including: inves-
tigating system development
charges, revamping the city
website and updating the city’s
comprehensive plan.

The council’s list was sep-
arated into categories such as
asset management, transporta-
tion, parks and recreation and
public safety. From those, they
selected the projects they val-
ued the most. The fire station
emerged at the top.

“That’s probably one of our
No. 1 goals, to do something
with that building,” said City
Administrator Chad Sweet.

Mayor Dianne Widdop
agreed that the facility is “in
desperate need” of repairs.

“If we have an earthquake
of any kind, that building is
down. I would be very worried
about a very bad storm,” she
said. “To me, this is just one of
those things where aren’t we

lucky nothing has happened
yet.”

When the community vot-
ed in 2006 on a $3.75 million
general obligation bond mea-
sure to address the problem,
Widdop said, the proposal
included plans for a high-end
building to house the police
department, City Hall and fire
station. The bond measure
didn’t pass because people
were concerned about cost,
she said.

Widdop suggested devel-
oping a less expensive propos-
al to specifically focus on the
fire department.

Sweet said a solution
likely would include another
bond measure, but the council
might want to determine if re-
pairing the old station or build-
ing a new one would be more
cost-effective. If the decision
were made to build a new
station, the city then could
choose a location and develop
a budget, he said.

Councilor Dan Jesse sug-
gested that the council should
revisit the city’s comprehen-
sive plan. Councilor Kerry
Smith agreed it would be good
to “bring it into the 21st cen-

Jesse said the tone and
wording of the plan give the

Fire station tops
Gearhart’s goals for 2015

Transportation planning also rates high

idea that Gearhart is a closed
community.

“If you read it before you
moved into the community,
you wouldn’t want to move to
the city,” he said.

Updating the comprehen-
sive plan would start with the
Gearhart Planning Commis-
sion, which would make rec-
ommendations for the City
Council to consider for adop-
tion.

Other goals the council
discussed at its work session
included:

* Replacing the city’s water
main;

* Refinancing a 2005 gen-
eral obligation bond;

* Obtaining grant funding
to develop a parks and recre-
ation master plan;

* Updating the emergency
operations and hazard mitiga-
tion plans;

 Augmenting evacuation
supplies and facilities;

* Finishing the city’s short-
term rental policy.

Sweet said he would up-
date the goals list, which the
council will revisit at a future
meeting. The list will be post-
ed on the city’s website and
blog. Sweet will make quar-
terly reports about the city’s
progress on the goals.
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Trolley 1s up

The Astoria Riverfront
Trolley is in service seven
days a week for spring break,
running from noon to 6 p.m.
through April 12. The sched-
ule is dependent on the weath-
er.

The average round trip

Landslide

PORTLAND — Sunday
marked the one-year anniver-
sary of the Oso, Wash., land-
slide.

Awareness of the Pacific
Northwest’s landslide hazard
has greatly increased over the
past year. The Statewide Land-
slide Information Database
for Oregon (SLIDO) is now
the most viewed of all Oregon
Department of Geology and
Mineral Industries (DOGAMI)
interactive web maps, with SLI-
DO page views increasing more
than sevenfold.

“Landslides are a common
and incredibly destructive nat-
ural hazard,” says lan Madin,
interim state geologist. “More
Oregonians are seeking infor-
mation about landslide hazards
near their homes and steps they
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Rollin’ on the river

and running

takes 50 to 55 minutes.
Catch the trolley at the fol-
lowing locations: the As-
toria Riverwalk Inn, Mari-
time Memorial Park (near
Bay Street), and at the foot
of Sixth, Ninth, 11th, 14th,
17th 20th (Barbey Maritime

Center), 33rd (at Safeway)
and 39th streets.

Tickets coast $1 per board-
ing. Passengers can ride as
long as they like each time
they board, or pay $2 and ride
all day long. Renting the trol-
ley for a private event costs
$100 an hour.

For information, call 503-
325-6311.

awareness abounds

can take to assess and prevent
potential landslides.”

Scientists, policy makers,
emergency managers, planners
and many others are also com-
ing together to address landslide
hazards. A recent Association of
Environmental & Engineering
Geologists three-day forum fo-
cused on how to better protect
people and places from landslide
hazards. Landslide-related legis-
lation is currently being consid-
ered at state and national levels.
Scientists are also continuing to
study the Oso landslide to learn
more about how the unusually
fast-moving, large and complex
landslide occurred.

Landslides occur in all 50
states and U.S. territories and
cause more than 25 fatalities
and damages of $1 to $2 billion

on average each year, according
to the U.S. Geological Survey.
DOGAMTI’s landslide hazard
program maps where landslides
have occurred in the past to bet-
ter understand where they may
occur in the future and to ana-
lyze landslide risks.

Recent DOGAMI landslide
projects include a study of coast-
al Curry County’s landslide haz-
ards, a landslide hazard and risk
study for Clackamas County,
and a landslide hazard and risk
study for the city of Astoria.

“We can’t predict when and
where the next landslide events
will occur, but communities can
become more resilient to the
hazard by understanding and
considering landslide hazards,”
said Bill Burns, DOGAMI engi-
neering geologist.

Portion of West Klaskanine Avenue to close

A portion of West
Klaskanine Avenue will
close Wednesday through
Friday so construction
crews working on U.S.

On the record

Theft arrest
e At 5:53 p.m. Saturday,
Warrenton Police cited and

Coast Guard housing can
install a new sewer man-
hole.

West Klaskanine Avenue
will close from Alameda

ris allegedly stole a Mike’s
Hard Lemonade, valued at
$3.48, from the Main Street

Avenue to Yocona Place.
People who have ques-
tions can contact the Asto-
ria Engineering Division at
503-338-5173.

Clatsop County Sheriff’s
Office arrested a 17-year-
old Astoria boy for driving
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The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and, for
veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and upcoming
services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/obituaryform, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The Daily Astori-
an office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.
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Our knowledgeable and caring staff
provides personalized care in a
pleasant environment.

1406 MARINE DRIVE
ASTORIA, OR 97103
(503) 325-0505
WWW.DRHAYNER.COM

Same day appointments are often available.
We accept most major insurance plans.




