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Locals speak in favor of medical marijuana

Seaside Planning Commission takes
testimony on zoning, use restrictions

By KATHERINE
LACAZE
EO Media Group

SEASIDE — The public
gave feedback and shared
personal testimonies about
medical marijuana dispensa-
ries and the Oregon Health
Authority program at a Sea-
side Planning Commission on
Tuesday.

Several people spoke in fa-
vor of medical marijuana and
its benefits, and they implored
the commission to do what it
can to get the city to allow the
facilities when the moratori-
um expires in May.

“Open this up please, for
the people. There’s a lot of

people who need this,” said
Oscar Nelson, the co-owner of
Sweet Relief Natural Medicine
in Astoria. “I think this could
be a great thing for Seaside if
it’s done well and done right.”
The Planning Commis-
sion is considering potential
zoning or use regulations for
medical marijuana dispensa-
ries. The code of Seaside cur-
rently prohibits the licensing
of such facilities, but the pub-
lic testimony was to help the
commission consider various
restrictions for the location,
time and manner for the facil-
ities to be run should Seaside
City Council lift the licensing
restrictions, Seaside Planning
Director Kevin Cupples said.

As Nelson pointed out, a
majority of local voters look
favorably on marijuana. In
the November General Elec-
tion, 8,251 people in Clatsop
County voted yes on Measure
91, the bill to legalize recre-
ational marijuana, and 6,361
voted no. In Seaside’s pre-
cincts, 1,249 people voted yes
and 838 voted no.

Steve Geiger, owner of
Highway 420, the only facil-
ity in Seaside that’s been li-
censed by the state to operate
as a dispensary, talked about
the important role dispensaries
have in offering a variety of
products for patients. With sci-
entific advances, he said, there
are 25 to 30 different strains of
marijuana available with each
one more appropriate for ad-
dressing certain ailments. Staff
at dispensaries can be trained

to help people find the best
product for their condition.
Seaside resident Angela
Fairless testified that since she
started using medical marijua-
na, she has been to the emer-
gency room for migraines
once in 10 years; that’s com-
pared to the five to 10 times
per year she was going from
ages 10 to 23. There are near-
ly 600 medical marijuana
cardholders in Clatsop Coun-
ty, she said, and giving them
access to their medicine will
improve their quality of life.
The speakers also shared
with the commission how
difficult it is to get a medical
marijuana card, and most peo-
ple won’t put forth the time,
effort or money to get a card
for fraudulent purposes.
“Some of your best friends
are people who use medical
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The Oscar B is good to go,
but still docked at shore.

Issues with a temporary
ramp at the Westport Ferry
landing is keeping the new fer-
ry out of service between Puget
Island, Wash., and Westport.

A Coast Guard inspection
scheduled Monday, was de-
layed until Tuesday due to the
problems with the Westport
ramp. The Oscar B passed the
inspection, but the Coast Guard
is requiring another inspection

N
-

for the Westport ramp.

Wahkiakum County Public
Works Director Pete Ringen
said the problem is the Coast
Guard indicated it may be dif-
ficult to reschedule for a fol-
low-up inspection, meaning
the ferry may be out of service
the remainder of the week.

“I’'m already testing the
Coast Guard’s patience be-
cause we had to reschedule
yesterday’s inspection until
today,” Ringen said. “And
then come to find out the ramp
was not good to go.”

The temporary ramp in
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A worker from Legacy Contracting directs the Oscar B ferry to Westport’s temporary dock during a test run along the
Columbia River Feb. 27. A Coast Guard inspection showed problems with the ramp on the temporary dock meaning the
ferry will be out of service until another inspection can be scheduled. This may take until the end of the week.

Oscar B delayed by ramp concerns

Westport, being used until a
permanent one is built by May,
does not fit the Oscar B, which
is nearly double the size of the
old Wahkiakum Ferry.

The Oscar B has a notch
meant to line up with the per-
manent ramp, but it does not
line up with the temporary
one, Ringen said. Currently,
the Oscar B is not fully sup-
ported by the temporary ramp.

Crews plan to weld struc-
tural pieces on the ramp to
strengthen it for the Oscar
B. A timetable for the con-
struction work and follow-up

Coast Guard inspection have
not been set.

Having the ferry service
shut down for the entire week
is unacceptable, Ringen said,
but may occur.

“Unfortunately, there were
bigger hurdles than we were
anticipating,” Ringen said.
“None of us feel very good
about this.”

The $5.7 million Oscar B
arrived in Puget Island Friday
morning after traveling by sea
from a boatyard in Whidbey
Island, north of Seattle, where
it was built.

marijuana, and a doctor sent
them there,” Geiger said.

Speaking from personal
experience, Nelson told the
commission there have been
no problems in relation to
Sweet Relief in the nearly one
year it has been operating.

“There has not been one
hassle or adverse effect on the
city,” he said.

Rather than throwing “the
baby out with the bath water,”
Nelson said, the city should
articulate what its goal is with
the restrictions and what it is
trying to prevent in terms of
public safety, parking, traffic
or other issues.

The speakers offered to
continue sharing information
and other resources as the city
considers allowing medical
marijuana dispensaries.

“At this point, we’re will-

ing to do whatever we have to
do to work with this commis-
sion, to work with the coun-
cil,” Geiger said.

State restrictions already
exist that prevent medical
marijuana dispensaries from
being within 1,000 feet of a
school and another dispensa-
ry. Taking those restrictions
into consideration, as well
as the fact dispensaries like-
ly would go in commercial
zones, the commissioners
asked Cupples to create a vi-
sual representation of poten-
tial locations or areas where
dispensaries could go. From
there, they can consider if any
of those sites raise red flags or
which ones seem appropriate.

The Planning Commis-
sion will meet with the City
Council at 6:30 March 30 for
a work session on marijuana.

It’s the

CANNON BEACH
— Enjoy four days of
wine tastings, culinary
events and a wine walk
featuring dozens of Pa-
cific Northwest wineries
during the Savor Cannon
Beach Wine and Culi-
nary Festival, March 12
through 15.

The communitywide
event kicks off with the
Thursday Night Throw-
down, where participants
taste 12 select wines in-
cluding two of each va-
rietal, one from Oregon
and one from Washing-
ton, then vote on their
favorites to determine
which state reigns su-
preme.

Other events include
the Battle of the Blends,
featuring four red and
four white wine blends
from the Northwest.

March 14 is the Sa-
vor Cannon Beach Wine
Walk, featuring approx-
imately 40 Northwest
wineries pouring tastings
at Cannon Beach art gal-
leries, restaurants and
retail shops, all within
easy walking distance.

year to Savor
Cannon Beach

time of

Proceeds will benefit the
Cannon Beach Preschool
and Children’s Center.

Other festival wine
tasting events offer edu-
cational opportunities to
test participants’ knowl-
edge — and palate — in
blind tastings.

Local shops and gal-
leries also host their own
events over the weekend.

This year, as in
past years, Savor Can-
non Beach received a
$32,000 grant from the
city’s Tourism and Arts
Commission to help or-
ganize the event. Non-
profit groups receiving
the funds must prove that
the event will attract par-
ticipants from at least 50
miles away and that the
arts will be involved.

Festival passes, at
$149, are good for all six
wine tasting events, in-
cluding the Wine Walk.
Individual event tickets
are also available for $35
each per event.

To purchase event
tickets and find more
information, visit www.
savorcannonbeach.com.

WANTED
T hlder and Naple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods ¢ Longview, WA
Contact: Steve Axtell « 360-430-0885 or John Anderson ¢ 360-2469-2500

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Astoria Chiropractic

ANN GOLDEEN, D.C. | BARRY SEARS, D.C.

WORK-RELATED INJURIES
Don't delay! Call today!

AUTO ACCIDENTS

We bill most insurance

What is a fun program
you recommend?
Google Earth!
Leo Finzi If you haven't tried it recently,
. : you will be pleasantly surprised.
Certified MICI‘OSOft When traveling, check out the
Refurbisher. neighborhood of potential
!Jpgrade to hotels you are researching.
Windows 7 or 8
here. Enter their address, then drag

Astoria’s Best

NETWORK AND
COMPUTER SALES,
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

M-F 10-6, Sat 12-5
1020 Commercial #2
503-325-2300

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

DENTAL EXCELLENCE

www.smileastoria.com
503/325-0310
1414 Marine Drive,
Astoria

the little orange person onto
the street and look around.
Great way to plan sightseeing
trips too!

We install it on all computers
purchased or serviced by us.

| have heard that Botox is now

an available strategy in treating

tension headaches and TMJ
symptoms. Is this offered at
your office?

Yes! Botox is a safe, FDA approved
medication injected into precise
sites within the head and neck
muscles to help reduce the
contraction of overactive dynamic
muscle activity that can contribute
to tension headaches or jaw pain.
Botox temporarily inhibits muscle
exertion, giving the muscle and
overlying skin a chance to recover
from tension and wrinkle causing

muscle activity. Typically used in the

areas between the eyebrows,
forehead, and facial cheek muscle,
you'll see a marked improvement
within days, lasting 3-6 months.

Does it cost more to
special order furniture
or appliances vs. buying

what is in stock?

Not at Roby’s Furniture and
Appliance! Thereis such a
variety of choice available on
today’s marketplace that we
are only able to show the
most popular models and
styles. If you have a specific
interest, need or requirement,
we are happy to order a
product that will suit your
needs best... and at the same
sale price that you could
expect to pay as though it
were in stock just the way you
want it.

Furniture & Appliance
Astoria - (503)325-1535
1555 Commercial Street

Store Hours
Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

More Locations:

Tillamook - (503) 842-7111
1126 Main Ave

Lincoln City - (541) 996-2177
6255 S.W. Hwy. 101

Newport « (541) 265-9520
5111 N. Coast Hwy.
Florence - (541)997-8214
18th & Hwy. 101

What is the Consult a
Professional section
and how can it help
my business?

The Consult a Professional section
in the Daily Astorian is a great &
affordable way to advertise your
business or service, by allowing
you to educate the reader of
exactly what youdoona
professional level. All you need to
do is come up with a question that
a customer might ask about your
line of expertise and then give
them a detailed answer to help
educate them before they even
walk through your door. We are
offering great rates and package
deals that help save you money!

THE DAILY
ASTORIAN

949 Exchange St.,
Astoria, OR
503-325-3211

companies, including Medicare

503-325-3311 2935 MARINE DR - ASTORIA

CONCEAL CARRY
PERMIT CLASS
Oregon -

Ma rch 24th Utah - Valid 34 States
Tpm or 6pm

Best Western: 555 Hamburg Ave, Astoria

OR/Utah—uvalid in WA $80 or Oregon only $45

www.FirearmTrainingNW.com | FirearmTrainingNW@gmail.com

360-921-2071

“Freshest Produce In Town”

Columbia Fruit & Produce

BROCCOLI CROWNS LB .89¢

LARGE HEADS

CAULIFLOWER............. EA .99¢

GREEN BEANS......... LB $1 .49

CABBAGE. ... 15.49°
CAMEO & GRANNY SMITH
APPLES.......ooo 5.79°

D’ANJOU

PEARS. ..o 5.79°

& Prices good Thursday through Saturday
Open 9-5:30 Tuesday Thru Friday ¢ Saturday 9-5:00

1
6TH & BOND | ASTORIA | 503-325-4045




