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Water 
under 

the bridge
Compiled by Bob Duke
From the pages of Astoria’s daily newspapers

10 years ago this week — 2005
After a 36-hour run at sea, racing to bring in the catch from several hun-

dred basket-like traps, called pots, a crewman stooped in the dark hold of the 
Star King unloading the goods: hundreds of pounds of squirming, snapping 
Dungeness crabs.

-
ting 24 million pounds of the West Coast’s signature crab – more than double 
the average annual catch for the past decade.

catch with some disappointment last week. Like other longtime crabbers, Si-
mantel worries that a gold rush mentality has drawn too many boats and too 

towns, including Astoria and Warrenton.

-

50 years ago — 1965
-

Business at the Astoria Plywood Corporation continued to grow substan-

last weekend.

-

-

-
-

-

75 years ago — 1940

-

car company employee and a bus driver ended dramatically on the job Sat-
urday afternoon when he slumped at the wheel of a west-bound bus on the 
Smith point curve Saturday afternoon.

-
-

monthly forum of the Astoria Chamber of Commerce in the Astoria hotel.
-

neutrality.
Should America become involved in the struggle it could no longer be 

model of democracy, the publisher indicated.

By 
For The Daily Astorian

back on some of the early newspaper 
stories about the center, you might 
wonder what year we’re living in.

The Oregonian 

David Callahan on the occasion 

implications for public education. At 
the moment almost all high schools 
are preparing individuals for college, 

At the time, the center was open 
only to young male dropouts, who 
were trained primarily as repairmen in 
all facets of the marine industry or as 
repairmen in appliance, electronics or 

A year later in the same newspaper, 
Callahan said he was leaving to take a 

-

not one school superintendent in Or-
egon or any boards of education have 

themselves with what we have learned 

Considering the problem — even 
back then — of high school dropouts, 

-
not begin to train all of these kids, yet 
we are spending a lot of money trying 

hopefully, local school districts will 
learn from these programs and improve 

All these years later, what have we 
learned about educating young people, 

-

ness and long-term unemployment?
According to a U.S. Department 

Oregon’s high-school graduation rate 

-

right. It was unrealistic a half century 
ago to think all students should go to 
college. It’s even more unrealistic now. 
We’re still trying to reconcile our na-
tional devotion to the concept of “col-

and the reality that some young men 
and women don’t look upon college as 
a guarantee to a better life.

ne of the latest ideas proposed 
by President Obama is free com-

munity college. Several Oregon leg-
islators are working on a variation of 
such a plan. Of course, nothing is ever 
free, and our schools don’t need more 
unfunded mandates. Free community 
college could turn into that.

they receive, they put a higher value 
and premium on it. While the train-

don’t pay for their education, they are 

must adhere to strict regulations regard-
ing drugs, alcohol and violence. 

It’s not uncommon for some new 
trainees to chafe under such restrictions 

who want to stay and learn without dis-
tractions.  

We should consider if there are other 

can be useful elsewhere.

Sargent Shriver, who was then director

and oversaw the program, pointed out
that the training centers run by busi-

in The New York Times, he offered a
theory about why business corpora-

Packard-Bell, working under contract
with the government, seemed better at
getting results from young corpsmen:

what kind of employees they need.

Shriver said that since the corpsmen
were all high school dropouts, in their

body repair shop at a training center,
though, is the real thing.

working to replicate a successful career

-
ton Lumber, Stimson Lumber and the

School students are learning practical

students will have the same opportunity
to acquire relevant knowledge, which
they can use to build a career and a life.

Looking back on his years at the Of-

We need to be truthful about what
works in education, and forget what
might be politically popular.

Sen. Betsy Johnson represents Ore-
gon Senate District 16.

addiction counseling the 
truism is that every alcoholic 

In the world of politics, a 
boneheaded decision affects 
hundreds of people and sometimes 
an entire nation.

lot of people by issuing a unilateral 

Benjamin Netanyahu to speak to a 
joint session of Congress. Boehner 

-
-

can relations with Israel, the speaker 
-

sion, even though the vast majority of 

Over lunch last week I asked Or-

joint session. Wyden told me he had 
not made up his mind.

Boehner’s amateur foray into 
foreign relations was a lot about the 

it to President Obama; it’s also about 
helping Netanyahu win in Israel’s 
elections, which shortly follow his 

and Boehner see eye to eye is on 
sabotaging America’s talks with Iran 
over its development of nuclear ca-
pability.

departure of Sen. Carl Levin of 

In the long term Boehner has done 
Israel’s cause little good, because 
he’s making support for Israel a par-
tisan matter, when the overwhelming 

are Democrats.

Neuberger of Portland became 

Oregon was a much more rural 
state. So it was interesting that this 

was so close that it took two days 

Oregon that gave Neuberger his 

was the only daily newspaper editor 

in Oregon to endorse 
Neuberger.

Upon election, Neu-
berger’s most prominent 

-
ing.

Interestingly, there has 
never been a compilation 

in the U.S. Senate from 
the First Congress on-

senators did not self-identify, accord-
-

pivot point in Oregon political history. 
Prior to him, the state Democratic 

words of a Neuberger contemporary 

ago. Neuberger created the modern 

was an early conservationist (the 
word environmentalist was not in our 

and a born marketer.

Neuberger made it 
possible for Sen. Wayne 

-
publican — to move from 
his Independent status to 
Democrat. Neuberger’s 
writings and speeches 

-

who won election as a 
Portland congressman in 

-
ical descendant.

As of this writing, Wyden’s press 

the Netanyahu joint session speech.
— S.A.F.

Amateur hour puts 

‘The time has come,’ the Walrus said, 
‘To talk of many things; 
Of shoes — and ships — and sealing wax —
Of cabbages —and kings —’

Through the Looking-glass

of Cabbages and Kings
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We need to be 
truthful about what 
works in education.

Sen. Ron Wyden is a direct political 
descendant of Sen. Richard L. Neuberger.

DAMIAN MULINIX — EO Media Group

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden leans on a chair while answering a question 
from the audience during his town hall meeting at the Columbia 
River Maritime Museum Saturday.

Richard 
Neuberger
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