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Plans call for cutting 70 
highway alders by spring

By ERICK BENGEL
EO Media Group

CANNON BEACH — Be-
fore March 15, the Oregon 
Department of Transportation 

about 200 dead and dying alder 
trees along U.S. Highway 101, 
between Cannon Beach’s north 
entrance and Sunset Boulevard. 

phase of a three-phrase tree-thin-
ning project, said Bill Jablonski, 
manager of ODOT District 1.

about 200 of the roughly 5,000 
trees near that stretch of highway 
for removal, marking them with 
light blue dots. The trees may 
pose a threat to driv-
ers, especially the 
trees with branches 
that lean precarious-
ly over the road, he 
said. Once ODOT 

a safety hazard, the 
department became 
legally liable for any 
accidents that may 
occur as a result of 
their continued pres-
ence in the highway 
corridor.

Because the trees 
are in a state highway right of 
way, ODOT can legally elimi-
nate them without obtaining a 

county’s ordinance that might 
require a permit — a fact that 

Department of Justice last fall.
“I was verifying that the law 

does exist,” he said. “ODOT has 
the right to take out danger trees 
in the right of way.”

Another 70 trees are slated 
for removal in 2016, and the re-
mainder of the 200 targeted trees 

trees removed may be less than 
200 but will not exceed 200, he 
said.

“We certainly have an ob-
ligation to the people who are 
motorists that we remove the 
danger trees,” Jablonski said, 

adding that the department 
doesn’t yet know whether it will 
contract out the labor.

Moving forward
ODOT approached the City 

Council in mid-2014 to let the 
city know of its plans, as a 
“way for us to be transparent 
with the community,” Jablon-
ski said.

Initially, the city asked its 
arborist, Will Caplinger, to inde-
pendently review the problem-
atic trees. But, because ODOT 
and the city didn’t follow up 
with each other, that review 
never happened, Public Works 
Director Dan Grassick said.

“ODOT did not pursue the 
project, and so the 
decision was made 
not to spend the re-
sources unnecessar-
ily,” he said.

But now ODOT 
is pursuing the proj-
ect, Jablonski said. 
The department in-
tends to renew its 
conversation with 
Grassick and City 
Manager Brant 
Kucera.

ODOT is open to 
feedback from the 

city and its residents, Jablonski 
said. If people want ODOT to 
offset the loss by planting new 
trees, the department could very 
well do that, he said.

“I think (ODOT) should be 
required to replace whatever 
they take out,” said former May-
or Mike Morgan, who works as 
Astoria’s interim city planner.

However, since the project 
involves a mile-long stretch of 
trees that ODOT believes could 
collapse onto the highway, there 
isn’t likely to be much negotia-
tion before ODOT goes to work, 
Jablonski said.

“We recognize that there is a 
sensitivity (to) the trees’ remov-
al, but we also have an obliga-
tion to the motoring public to 
remove those trees,” he said. “If 
anything, we’re doing a courte-

sy to the city to let them know 
what our plan is.”

ahead of the nesting period for 
migratory birds that begins April 
1. That’s a rule every ODOT 

project has to abide by — oth-
erwise, the department must hire 
a biologist to see if there’s any 
nesting material in the trees, and 
that can be expensive, Jablonski 
said.

The city will “provide appro-

priate notice” to Cannon Beach 
residents when the time comes, 
Grassick said.

A political issue
When ODOT came before 

the council last year, “We were 

very opposed to just the whole-
sale removal of those alders,”
Morgan said.

He noted that during the
wind and rain storms of early 
February no trees or branches
had fallen onto the highway.

“The proof is in the pudding. 
If the trees aren’t causing a prob-
lem, they don’t need to be cut,”
he said. “I think it’s a solution in
search of a problem.”

Residents who live near the 
highway tend to view those trees
as a “visual and noise buffer,” he
said.

Shawn LaMunyon and his
wife, Sarah McAllister, who
own a double lot east of the 
highway, are two such residents.

Asked what he thinks of 
ODOT’s proposal, LaMunyon 

happen.”
Though he understands that

some thinning may be necessary to
improve highway safety, he feels
the 200-tree project is too large.

Morgan said Cannon Beach
citizens “could and should”
contact state Rep. Deborah
Boone, D-Cannon Beach,
and state Sen. Betsy Johnson,
D-Scappoose, and “make it a 
political issue.”

UP A TREE
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About a mile-long corridor along U.S. Highway 101 between Cannon Beach’s north entrance and Sunset Boulevard may

be thinned out by the Oregon Department of Transportation. Highway officials plan to remove 200 dead and dying trees. 

An estimated 5,000 trees line the corridor.
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A blue dot is displayed on twin alder trees on the west side of U.S. Highway 101 near 

the Sunset Boulevard entrance. ODOT has marked about 200 trees for possible removal 

from along the highway; the removal will be done in three phases, beginning before 

March 15 and ending in 2017.

‘I think 
it’s a 
solution in 
search of a 
problem.’

— Mike 

Morgan
former Cannon Beach 

mayor
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Customer service representative
We need talented people who can 

work in fast-paced, multi-tasked 
situations, and still be able to 

share the joys of the North Oregon 
Coast with our guests. Exceptional 

customer service ability a must. 
Hospitality experience a plus. 

Must enjoy diverse personalities 
as this is a team working

environment. Availability required for 
weekends, holidays and evening 
shifts. Come work with us in this 

most spectacular Resort! Medical, 
Dental and 401K offered, paid

vacations. Competitive wage DOE.

Luxury Day-Spa: Openings for 
part-time LMT, ET and NT.

Current Oregon license, experience 
preferred. Flexible 10-6

scheduling. Please include
references with your resume.

Pick up application/submit
resume to Hallmark Resort, 1400 

S Hemlock, Cannon Beach or 
email your resume to

cbaccounting@hallmarkinns.com, 
include position applying for in 
subject line or regular mail to 

PO Box 547, Cannon Beach OR 
97110. Pre-employment drug 

test required.
No phone calls please.

70 HELP WANTED

Bank of the Pacific
is currently seeking to fill a 
FULL-TIME CENTRAL 

OPERATIONS 
ASSISTANT 

position at our
Ilwaco Branch.

Candidates will assist with a 
variety of tasks including, but 
not limited to, answering 
phone calls, preparing and 
typing correspondence, re-
searching and gathering in-
formation for levies, garnish-
ments, subpoenas, complet-
ing daily report reviews, and 
assisting in the timely com-
pletion of internal and exter-
nal audits The starting wage 
is dependent upon the appli-
cantʼs qualifications and ex-
perience. 

The Bank of the Pacific       
provides a very attractive 
benefits package.

To apply please visit 
the Bank website

career section: www.bankoft-
hepacific.com

EOE/Drug Free Workplace

70 HELP WANTED
Astoria Dental Group seeks

full time, 5 days/week, business
office assistant/data entry.

Required skills include excellent
multi-tasking, basic secretarial skills, 

familiarity with computer and 
muli-line telephone. Starting pay 
$14 per hour with merit raises

thereafter. Benefit package includes 
medical, dental, 401k, vacation 

and holidays. 
Please send resume to:

Tyack Dental Group
443 30th St. 

Astoria, OR 97103

70 HELP WANTED

Are you a digital Mr./ Ms. Fix-It?
Our team needs a digital support 
tech to make our digital products 
function better. You will gather

information from team members,
local staff and vendors in order to 

troubleshoot, assess and fix
issues. You will work in our office in 

Salem, Astoria or Long Beach, 
WA. You must be able to

communicate well with supervisors 
and co-workers, but be able to fix 
issues in a timely manner without 
close supervision. You must be 
proficient in HTML/CSS, web

content management systems 
(WordPress, Drupal or similar) and 
Google Analytics. Familiarity with 

responsive design, mobile plat-
form, Newscycle and JavaScript 

preferred. At least two years
experience in the world of digital 
content, including text, graphics, 

and other assets or the equivalent 
combination of experience/

education is preferred.
Benefits for this full-time position 

include Paid Time Off (PTO), 
401(k)/Roth 401(k) retirement 

plan and health insurance. 
Send resume and letter of
interest stating salary

requirements to EO Media Group, 
PO Box 2048, Salem, 

OR 97308-2048, by fax to 
503-371-2935 or e-mail

hr@eomediagroup.com

70 HELP WANTED

BANKRUPTCY $250
24 Years Experience.

(503)440-0281 / (503)678-7939

61 BANKRUPTCY

Jewell School District #8
Announces Elections for:

School Board Member
Positions #1, #3 & #5

Clatsop County School Board
Elections will be held May 19, 2015.
The terms for Positions #1, #3 & #5 

on the Jewell School Board end 
on June 30, 2015 and the new 
term will begin July 1, 2015 and 

run through June 30, 2019.

If you would like to consider
representing Jewell families on 

the governing board, please 
visit or call the Clatsop County 

Elections Department.

46 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Occasionally other companies  
make telemarketing calls off clas-
sified ads. These companies are 
not affiliated with The Daily Asto-
rian and customers are under no 
obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the at-
torney general or be put on the do 
not call list, here are the links to 
both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/

45 PUBLIC NOTICES

Salmon troll permit to 32 feet. 
Some fishing gear

(503)812-2805

30 GENERAL

Englund Marine is seeking a 
career-minded individual to join our 

Astoria team in the warehouse. 
Shipping and receiving warehouse 

experience a must and must be 
able to repetitively lift over 50lbs. 

Send resume to
hr@englundmarine.com
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UPGRADING your stereo? Sell the
used equipment fast, by listing it in
the Daily Astorian classified section.
Call 325-3211 today!

LOOKING for a new place to live? The
classified ads offer a  complete
selection of homes, apartments and
mobile homes  to fit your needs.

If you want results...
74% of

Clatsop County
Residents read

The Daily Astorian and 
rated Classifieds #1 for 
the most read section!!
(From 2010 Astoria Market Study, by

Marshall Marketing & Communications, 
Inc. Pittsburgh, PA)

(503)325-3211 ext. 231
or (800)781-3211

classifieds@dailyastorian.com
www.dailyastorian.com

NOTICE: Oregon Landscape Con-
tractors Law (ORS 671) requires 
all businesses that advertise land-
scape contracting  services be li-
censed with the Landscape Con-
tractors Board. This 4-digit num-
ber assures the business has a  
bond, insurance and an associ-
ated individual contractor who has 
fulfilled the testing and experience 
requirements for  licensure.  For 
your protection call 
(503)378-5909 or use our web 
site: www.lcb.state.or.us to check 
license status before contracting 
with the business. Persons doing 
landscape maintenance do not re-
quire a LCB license.

Oregon state law requires anyone 
who contracts for construction 
work to be licensed with the Con-
struction Contractors Board. An 
active license means the contrac-
tor is bonded and insured. Verify 
the contractorʼs CCB license 
through the CCB Consumer 
Website
www.hirelicensedcontractors.com

*ATTENTION READERS *
Readers respond to mail/phone or-

der ads at their own risk. If in 
doubt about a particular offer, 
check with  the Better Business 
Bureau or U.S. Postal Service be-
fore sending any money.
The Daily Astorian ASSUMES

NO LIABILITY FOR MAIL
ORDER ADVERTISERS.

ADDING a room to your home?
Furnish it with items advertised in the
classifieds.

GIVE your budget a break! Check
todayʼs classified ads for excellent
buys on the items you need.

EVERYTHING is coming up results
when you use a Classified Ad!


