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‘What is a favorite
Valentine’s Day memory?’

Megan English, Astoria

“When a school group came in to sere-
nade me. That was pretty cool. | wasn't
expecting it.”

Gail Sunderland, Astoria

“I actually don’t like Valentine’s Day,
and have an I Hate Valentine’s Day
party every year. This is the first one in
Astoria.”

Ilikea Aguiar-Galloway, Astoria
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“I married my husband on Valentine’s

Jane Tucker, Astoria

“Getting cards from all the classmates.”

G
LR “™ Christine Smith, Svensen

Potter, an architect who servec

g

on the Astoria City Council, dies

By DERRICK
DePLEDGE
The Daily Astorian

Tom Potter, an architect
who served on the Astoria City
Council and was involved in
the design of several notable
buildings, died Monday. He
was 77.

Potter represented Ward 4,
which covers the east side of
the city, for one term on the
City Council from 1997 to
2000. The advocate for private
property rights also served on
the Planning Commission and
the Historic Landmarks Com-
mission.

“Everything he did like
when he was on City Council
and all of that, he did it for the
community,” said Catherine
Stutznegger, one of Potter’s
three daughters. “He just en-
joyed being here. He loved the
area. He enjoyed the people.
He had great friends.”

Ann Potter, a bookkeeper
who was Potter’s wife of 47
years, died in 2013. Stutzneg-
ger said her father had a “bro-
ken heart. Just got tired; ready
to go see Mom.”

According to  Norman
Stutznegger, Potter’s son-in-
law, Potter was born in Wis-
consin and graduated from
Arizona State University after
studying architecture. He came
to Astoria in 1965.

As an architect, his son-in-
law said, Potter worked on the
Columbia River Maritime Mu-
seum, Astoria Middle School,
Clatsop Community College
and the Astoria-Warrenton
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Tom Potter

Outspoken on  private
property rights, Potter was
often a disruptive, contrary
voice on the City Council who
was skeptical of historic pres-
ervation mandates. He once
moved a property line for a
Social Security building he
was designing in Uniontown
2 inches to avoid review by
the Historic Landmarks Com-
mission.

The modern Social Securi-
ty building, which was painted
bright orange, was constructed
near a historic two-story home
built in 1915. The city’s his-
toric preservation officer said
at the time that while Potter’s
move was legal, it was not in
keeping with the spirit or in-
tent of the rules.

Former Mayor Willis Van
Dusen angered preservation-
ists when he appointed Potter

Courtesy of Norm Stutznegger

to the Historic Landmarks
Commission a few years af-
ter the architect left the City
Council. Van Dusen argued
that Potter would bring bal-
ance to the commission.

Potter cut an eccentric fig-
ure and was known for favor-
ing black clothes and driving a
Model A Ford.

His son-in-law said Pot-
ter had pattern blindness,
which is why he was partial
to black. He said Potter would
often volunteer to drive peo-
ple in the restored Model A at
events.

“He was a very, very, very
generous, civic-minded man,”
Norman Stutznegger said.

Potter is survived by
daughters Catherine Stutzneg-
ger, Pauline Riutta and Jeanine
Potter, five grandchildren and
a sister and brother.
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A 19-year-old Asto-
ria woman was reportedly
assaulted by an unknown
man Tuesday night on the
Astoria Riverwalk.

The woman contacted
the Astoria Police at 11:12
p.m. Tuesday to report the
assault. She had been walk-
ing on the Astoria River-
walk near 31st Street when
she was grabbed from be-

hind, police said.

She described the sus-
pect as a man about 5 feet
8 inches tall with a skin-
ny build. The suspect had
brown hair and was wear-
ing a black coat and back-
pack.

At the time of the as-
sault, she indicated he was
walking a small “corgi
mix” dog.

Astoria Police are con-
tinuing to investigate and

Assault reported on
Astoria Riverwalk

have developed some addi-
tional information related
to the assault.

Police are looking for
any information related to
identification of the sus-
pect or from people who
were in the area around the
time of the attack.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact
Detective Nicole Riley at
503-325-4411 or nriley@
astoria.or.us.

Richard Clement Paulsen

July 26, 1920 — Feb. 3, 2015

Richard Clement Paulsen was born
to Peter and Hilda
Paulsen. They moved to Astoria in 1921,

in Raymond, Wash.,

where his father owned and

Owl Drug Store with Mr. Frank Berg.

He graduated from AHS in 1938 and
went on to attend Oregon State
College (now OSU). There he was
affiliated with Beta Theta Pi frater-
nity, was in ROTC, and graduated
from the school of pharmacy in

1942 with a BS degree.

He married his high school
sweetheart, Myrtle L. Andersen, on
July 19, 1942. They were married
70 years until her passing in 2012.
They had four children together.
He was a second lieutenant in the

infantry during World War II.

turning home, he started working
for his father at the Owl Drug Store in 1946.
He owned and operated the Owl Drug
Store from 1953 to 1973, when he sold it;
later working for Gil Kamara Real Estate.
In 1964 he took his family to visit relatives
in Norway, and they spent time traversing
Europe. In 1965 he was awarded the George
Award from the Astoria Chamber of Com-
merce for his role in organizing buses for
the Save Our Salmon excursion to Salem.
He served on many local boards and com-
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mittees, among them: as a city councilman,
on the Selective Service Board, in the Rotary
Club, a member of Astoria Golf & Country
Club (where he served on the board of direc-
tors three times), a member of First Luther-
an Church (where he was a councilman and
established an endowment fund), a
member of Clatsop County Histor-
ical Society, a member of Colum-
bia River Maritime Museum, and a
member of Oregon State Pharma-
ceutical Association.

He was past president of the
YMCA and a member of the Sons
of Norway Lodge. He was chair-

of the first very successful

Heart Fund drive, he donated to
the Liberty Theatre’s restoration
and he donated to the Astoria Col-

restoration.

He is survived by three children: Dianne
J. Baxter, Judy C.P. Clark, and Richard

seven grandchildren; and 12

great-grandchildren.

The memorial service will be Feb. 21 at
12 noon, held at the First Lutheran Church
on 33rd and Grand in Astoria. In lieu of
flowers, contributions can be made to the
First Lutheran Church Endowment Fund, or
the Columbia River Maritime Museum, on
behalf of Richard Paulsen.

RUMMELL, Doris, 84, of Astoria, died in Astoria. Caldwell’s Luce-Layton Mortuary in As-
toria is in charge of the arrangements.

OREGON
Tuesday’s Pick 4:
1 p.m.: 9-0-8-0
4 p.m.: 0-7-5-3
7 p-m.: 4-7-1-9
10 p.m.: 7-4-1-7

Public meetings

TODAY
Clatsop Care Center
Health District Board, 3
p.m., Clatsop Care District
Office, 1777 Marine Drive.
Astoria School District
Board of Directors, 6 p.m.

WASHINGTON
Tuesday’s Daily Game:
6-4-5
Tuesday’s Keno: 07-14-
17-22-25-28-33-34-35-51-55-
59-60-66-69-70-71-74-77-80

study session and budget
committee interviews, 7:30
p.m. regular meeting, Capt.
Robert Gray School third-
floor boardroom, 785 Ala-
meda Ave.

Wickiup Water District

Tuesday’s Match 4: 11-
16-19-20

Tuesday’s Mega Millions:
07-42-53-58-71, Mega Ball: 15

Estimated jackpot: $61
million

Board, 6:30 p.m., 92648
Svensen ~ Market  Road,
Svensen.

THURSDAY

Seaside Convention Cen-
ter Commission, 5 p.m., City
Hall, 989 Broadway.

CORRECTION

Tax Help Day Incorrect
— Because of incorrect in-
formation received, the day
of the week to get AARP

Foundation tax preparation
help at the Astoria Senior
Center was wrong in Tues-
day’s story. Free tax assis-

tance is offered from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturdays
at the Senior Center, 1555 W.
Marine Drive.
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