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10 years ago this week — 2005

Bad driving cost Todd Snider a hefty fine and six hours in
the Tillamook County Jail.

But who can put a price on inspiration?

Snider, a musician and Beaverton High School graduate,
put his tribute to that episode on his newest CD “East Nash-
ville Skyline.” The “Tillamook County Jail” single has started
to get radio play, and the CD was named one of The Associat-
ed Press’ “sterling yet overlooked albums of 2004” and one of
Blender Magazines 50 greatest CDs of 2004.

A significant archeological find at the site of the Lewis and Clark

Brenda Penner for The Daily Astorian

A team of oxen walk amidst vehicular traffic on a downtown street of Nagpur, a city of 3 million.

Scenes from a trip to India

OME OF LIFE’S MOST

exhilarating moments are
unplanned and unexpected.

The trip my wife and I made to
India was planned, but our travels

contained a bevy of unexpected
insights and thrills.

We returned last week.
When Noordin and Zarine Rana

‘The time has come, the Walrus said,
‘To talk of many things;

Of shoes — and ships — and sealing wax —

Of cabbages —and kings —’

Through the Looking-glass

and their sons came from India to
Astoria to attend the wedding of their
son, Nizar, and our daughter, we re-
alized that we would be going to the
subcontinent that has captured the
imagination of a long line of writers,
photographers and filmmakers.

Over 16 days we passed through
Mumbai twice. We stayed in the
Rana family’s home city of Nagpur
where we were guests at two parties.
With the Ranas we visited the Pench
nature reserve, a national park. We
saw the Taj Mahal at Agra before
heading to Bhuratpur, and its rich
bird sanctuary — Keoladeo Ghana
National Park. Then to Jaipur and
its legacy of the Mughal era. Finally
we rested in the garden spot of Goa,
a former Portuguese colony roughly

encampment at Station Camp in Washington has thrown a roadblock in
front of the highway re-alignment and park project planned for the site.

Researchers conducting archeological surveys of the site near U.S.
Highway 101, two miles west of the north end of the Astoria Bridge
last week, uncovered the remains of wooden planks and other artifacts
believed to be from a Chinook Indian house.

The find prompted the Chinook Tribe to request that the highway
project, due to begin Monday be postponed until more is learned about
the site.

50 years ago — 1965

Final preparations to receive 200 students next week at
Tongue Point Job Corps Center were in swift progress at the
former naval station Wednesday and will continue intensively
right up to arrival time.

The history of Tongue Point naval station, now becoming a Job Corps
center, goes back to the years of World War I and immediately thereafter.

Oregon residents believed that there should be naval protection for on the latitude of Hawaii.
the important Columbia River, gateway to all Northwest United States.
Some naval authorities concurred in this opinion; others did not. vy
Some of these board members recommended establishment of at least
a submarine and destroyer base. The Navy agreed this should be done. SPENDING FIVE DAYS WITH

the Rana family allowed us to
separate their vivid personalities
much more clearly than during
the blur of the Astoria wedding.
Nizar’s middle brother Suhail is an
earnest entrepreneur, and we visited
the rice mill that he is assembling.
The youngest brother Anzaar has
Bollywood good looks and is a
Mumbai financial professional.
There were 10 on our family’s
side of this trip. They were my daugh-
ter and her husband, my son and his
girlfriend and my cousin Kathryn
Brown, her husband and children. On
our road trips with the Rana family,
we presented an interesting picture.

Then citizens endorsed action of the Clatsop County court in offering the
Tongue Point site free to the government.

In 1921 the Navy accepted and announced plans to establish a base
for subs and destroyers. It went as far as to level some ground and build
three wooden fingerpiers, in the same location where the northernmost
piers now stand.

But then the Navy stopped. Nothing happened and years went by.
Tongue Point became a favorite picnic area and swimming hole. Some
folk moored house boats at the wooden piers.

Eventually, in the early 1930s, the community took up the Tongue
Point cause again. Support was enlisted from all over the state of Oregon
and the Columbia Defense League was formed to demand that either the
Navy develop Tongue Point or restore the donated property to Clatsop
County.

So a vigorous campaign for development of the base was launched.
It went on for several years, involving eight trips to Washington, D.C.,
by local committees headed by the late M.R. Chessman, publisher of the
Astorian-Budget. The community carried the fight over the heads of the

Brenda Penner for The Daily Astorian
This snake charmer in Jaipur carries his two cobras in a small cir-
cular basket. Periodically he plays his flute-like instrument, which
beckons the shakes into an exotic dance.

Traffic is the most

lid on a small circular basket. The

Navy high command to the desk of President D. Roosevelt.

and then work began. With great speed, the permanent piers, building

of the Columbia became extremely important, fully justifying the long
campaign to have it established there.

for amphibious fighting craft of its reserve fleet. Most of the present piers
were built at that time, and eventually up to 400 craft of all kinds, up
to and including tank landing ships, were berthed there. Two thousand
men manned the bustling station. Repair work was done constantly on
the ships.

followed one after another through Congress and the Pentagon, and as
the World War Il amphibious vessels gradually became obsolescent.

Astoria’s West End absorbed almost 500 tickets to the Astoria High
School-Oregon State Rook basketball game for Finnish relief.

At last, in 1939, the Navy approved establishment of an air station

When the war ended, the Navy converted Tongue Point into a base

But gradually the size of the operation dwindled as economy waves

Finally in 1961 President J.F. Kennedy announced closure of the sta-

75 years ago — 1940

IN THE VERY MIDDLE OF
India, Nagpur is a city of 3 million.
It is a business center, not a tourist

outdoor party for 150 in honor of
Nizar and Susan. It was at a country
club that had its origins during British
colonial days. The Sunday night party
began at 8:30 p.m. and moved past
midnight. On the following night,
Nizar’s eldest uncle threw another
outdoor party. Saris and beautiful
women, flowers and a full moon
made an exotic setting.

vvy

American’s trip to India. Whether
sitting in the passenger seat or
walking a city street, the stream

memorable element

poultry feed We also saw the rice mill
that his son Suhail is building. Our
lunch was under the trees at a small
roadside family cafe where we were
the only customers at a set of table
set end to end. Then we saw another
company’s fully functioning rice mill.
In rural areas, we saw animals in-
volved in agriculture as well as a John
Deere distributor who sells tractors.

travels, it is common to be asked
what was the favorite sight. I found
the myriad Indian personalities

two snakes were curled up, waiting
for his exotic music to beckon their
strange dance.

. 3
and roads of the present Tongue Point establishment were built, and navy magnet. We rarely saw other Of an American s
airmen moved in with PBY patrol planes just as World War II became Americans in our travels and trio to India vy
imminent. especially in Nagpur. On our first P :
When war broke out, the existence of a naval operation at the mouth night there, the Ranas hosted an ON THE MORNING WE LEFT

Nagpur, we heard music coming
from a nearby storefront. There was
a tuba, a drum and other brass. It was
an Indian wedding. The couple was
in a small flower-festooned vehicle.
The celebrants moved down the
street in a slow-moving dance that
was a jazzy, joyous version of a New
Orleans funeral march.

vvy

tion along with 50 other military establishments scattered over the U.S. vy ON OUR WAY PAST THE
Faced with loss of its major payroll, the city of Astoria looked around TRAFFIC IS PROBABLY THE Kanhan River, we could see dyed
for some other use for the fine physical plant of the air station. most memorable element of an WHEN ONE RETURNS FROM  fabric drying. We also observed the

beginnings of a cremation site. On
the sidewalk were celebrants carrying
large pieces of wood that would be

of cars, trucks, scooters, bicycles, we encountered to be the most ignited for a funeral pyre.
Astoria High School’s high flying Fishermen, after winning rickshaws and animals is like one of  fascinating aspect of our journey. My
their 14th game Saturday night in 17 starts, were signed to those silent movie scenes in which  son and I visited the Buddhist temple vy

meet the Oregon State Rooks here Friday night as the feature
event of a county-wide Finnish relief program for the Regatta
pavilion, the committee in charge of the program announced
today.

Friday night a basketball game for Finnish relief will be
played in the Regatta pavilion. Adult tickets are a half-dollar,
children, 25 cents. All receipts for this event, after payment
of minimum expenses approved by the local relief committee,
will be added to the national fund for assistance to the Finns.
Oregon States’ Freshmen will meet our high school.

cars and trolleys rush toward each
other and have near collisions. As
we drove through Nagpur’s streets,
we passed a team of oxen walking
in pairs, herded by a young boy. On
more rural highways it was common
to see cattle and goats moving in the
same direction as our vehicle. In a
few instances, there were camels.
In towns, the streets are lined with

that commemorates Dr. Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar, who is known as
the father of the Indian Constitution.
He disavowed Hinduism in favor
of Buddhism. He recognized the
untouchables. As we looked at photos
from Dr. Ambedkar’s storied life,
I caught the eye of a young Indian
woman. Her look of adoration for Dr.
Ambedkar was an indelible image.

The game should net a substantial sum. It is a part of the markets of all sorts.
campaign for relief funds. vvy

On every hand one hears sympathy expressed for the vy
Finns; those in Finland fighting for their lives, their freedom A SNAKE CHARMER
from tyranny, their human rights. WHEN THE RANAS CAMETO  sitting on a carpet in Jaipur played

G.A. Hellberg, member of the Finnish Relief committee, said today

Astoria, I showed them our newspaper
plant. On the day following our Nagpur
party, we traveled to Noordin Rana’s
plant which grinds animal bones into

a long flute-like instrument whose
sound was akin to a tenor saxophone.
When 1 asked for a closer look at
his cobras, he obliged by lifting the

MY WIFE DEDUCED THAT
one singular contemporary
improvement in the average Indian’s
life is the molded plastic chair — a
ubiquitous fixture throughout the
countryside.

—SAFE

FRIDAY: What is the name of
this (Bollywood) movie we’re in?




