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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Barack Obama’s State 
of the Union address drew un-
sparing morning-after reviews 
today from majority Republi-
cans in Congress, including a 
rebuke on nuclear talks with 
Iran and a lament from Sen-
ate Republican leader Mitch 
0F&RQQHOO� WKDW� D� KLJK�SUR¿OH�
speech can be about “more than 
veto threats of strident partisan-
ship.”

McConnell, R-Ky., said the 
Democratic president “may 
not be wild about the people’s 
choice of a Congress. But he 
owes it to the American people 
WR� ¿QG� D� VHULRXV�ZD\� WR�ZRUN�
with the representatives they 
elected.”

2EDPD¶V� ¿UVW� 6WDWH� RI� WKH�
Union address with Congress 
under Republican control was 
studded with veto threats. He 
GH¿DQWO\� XQIXUOHG� DQ� DJHQ-
da on taxes, spending, social 
programs, energy and foreign 
policy notably at odds with Re-
publican priorities. He did end 
with a plea for the two parties 
to “debate without demonizing 
RQH�DQRWKHU´�DQG�¿QG�FRPSUR-
mise where possible.

The quick challenge on 
Iran came courtesy of House 
Speaker John Boehner, who an-
nounced he had invited Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu to address a joint meet-
ing of Congress on Feb. 11.

Assuming the Israeli leader 
accepts, he would stand at the 
same podium in the House of 
Representatives where the pres-

ident spoke Tuesday night — 
with a notably different message.

Netanyahu has been an out-
spoken opponent of the direc-
tion of negotiations with Tehran 
that the Obama administration 
is involved in. Administration 
RI¿FLDOV�VD\�WKH�KRSH�LV�WR�SUH-
vent Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon.

The Israeli leader says he 
fears the United States and oth-
er countries will give away too 
much in the talks, and the exis-
tence of his country will be at 
risk.

The invitation to Netanya-
hu wasn’t the only Republican 
rebuttal on the horizon at the 
dawn of a new Congress under 
GOP control.

The Senate is debating leg-
islation to authorize construc-
tion of the Keystone XL pipe-

line despite a veto threat, and 
the House has votes scheduled 
this week on two other bills the 
president has signaled he will 
reject. One would ban abortions 
for women more than 20 weeks 
pregnant; the other would give 
the government one year to act 
on construction requests for nat-
ural gas pipelines.

The speech itself was mem-
orable for a split-screen sort of 
response, in which Democrats 
on one side of the House cham-
ber repeatedly rose to their feet 
and applauded the president, 
while Republicans who intend 
to vote down his proposals sat 
silently. When Obama prom-
ised to send Congress a budget 
³¿OOHG�ZLWK�LGHDV�WKDW�DUH�SUDFWL-
cal, not partisan,” a disbelieving 
snicker swept through the rows 
of Republicans.

“We’re not going to raise 
taxes. He knows we’re not go-
ing to raise taxes. So I’m kind 
of surprised he paid lip ser-
vice to that,” Wisconsin Rep. 
Paul Ryan, the chairman of the 
tax-writing House Ways and 
Means Committee, said after-
ward.

The centerpiece of Obama’s 
economic proposals was an in-
crease in the capital gains rate 
on couples making more than 
$500,000 annually, to 28 per-
cent, coupled with higher taxes 
on some estates and a fee on 
WKH� URXJKO\� ����8�6�� ¿QDQFLDO�
¿UPV�ZLWK�DVVHWV�RI�PRUH� WKDQ�
$50 billion.

Much of the $320 billion 
that would be raised would be 
ticketed for the middle class, in 
the form of a $500 tax credit for 
some families with two work-
ing spouses, expansion of the 
child care tax credit and a $60 
billion program to make com-
munity college free.

For that, Obama drew con-
demnation from Senate Repub-
licans.

“Calling for expanding the 
death tax and raising the rates 
on capital gains, like the pres-
ident did tonight, makes clear 
this White House is more about 
redistribution and populist class 
warfare than about actual bi-
partisan tax reform,” said GOP 
Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah. As 
chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, he will have an in-
ÀXHQWLDO�UROH�LQ�QHJRWLDWLRQV�RQ�
any tax overhaul legislation in 
the next two years.

Obama’s State of the Union draws 
unsparing reviews from Republicans

Oregon artist 
painted image

The Daily Astorian

The U.S. Coast Guard 
will be honored this year 
with a Forever stamp that 
features an oil painting by an 
artist who lives in Oregon.

The stamp shows the cut-
ter Eagle — a three-masted 
ship known as “America’s 
Tall Ship” — and the guard’s 
standard MH-65 Dolphin 
rescue helicopter.

William S. Phillips, an 
artist who lives in Ashland, 
is known for his paintings of 
American nostalgia and ci-

vilian and military aviation.
The Coast Guard stamp 

is expected to be issued this 
summer.

Forever stamps by the 
U.S. Postal Service are equal 
LQ�YDOXH� WR� WKH�FXUUHQW�¿UVW�
class mail one-ounce price.

Other Forever stamps 
new for this year commem-
orate the Battle of New Or-
leans in the War of 1812; the 
black architect and educator 
Robert Robinson Taylor; 
Mexican-born artist Martin 
Ramirez; and the Special 
Olympics.

Check out the Coast 
Guard Forever stamp on 
the guard’s Facebook page: 
http://on.fb.me/1ANShnS 

Coast Guard 
honored with 
Forever stamp

By KYLE SPURR
The Daily Astorian

U.S. Attorney General Eric 
H. Holder Jr.’s order last week 
that prohibits local and state 
law enforcement from using a 
federal program to seize civil 
property unless the owner is 
convicted of a crime has little 
impact in Clatsop County, ac-
cording to local law enforce-
ment. 

Astoria Police Chief Brad 
Johnston said the act of civil 
forfeiture, where police take 
assets from people suspected 
of a crime, rarely occurs in 
his department and across the 
county. 

“I’m not sure what the at-
torney general is trying to ac-

complish with that,” Johnston 
said. “We as an agency have 
not had many forfeiture cases in 
decades. It will have very little 
effect on us, except when we 
are working on substantial cases 
and having that available to us is 
good, but not necessary.”  

The last time Astoria Police 
had a civil forfeiture case was in 
1993, Johnston said, when the 
department worked with U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
to seize property from a Wash-
ington man accused of child 
pornography. 

In Holder’s decision, mul-
tiple exceptions are allowed, 
including child pornography, il-
OHJDO�¿UHDUPV��DPPXQLWLRQ�DQG�
explosives.

The U.S. Department of Jus-

tice has received criticism over 
the years for accepting seized 
assets from the local and state 
law enforcement through its Eq-
uitable Sharing Program. 

The program has allowed 
some state and local law en-
forcement to bypass state laws 
that prohibit keeping proceeds 
from civil forfeiture. 

The Washington Post ex-
posed widespread abuse of the 
program, mainly created as part 
of the war on drugs.

Since 2008, the Post report-
ed, thousands of local and state 
police agencies have made more 
than 55,000 seizures of cash and 
property worth $3 billion under 
the Equitable Sharing Program. 

The program allows police 
departments and drug task forc-

es to keep up to 80 percent of the 
proceeds from seizures, with the 
rest going to federal agencies.

Clatsop County District At-
torney Josh Marquis said there 
have been some “horror stories” 
of law enforcement setting up 
roadblocks and forcing people 
into warrantless searches to 
seize property, but such misuse 
has never happened in Clatsop 
County. 

“The idea of federal sharing 
of forfeitures has been a nonis-
sue here in Clatsop County as 
long as I’ve been district attor-
ney,” Marquis said. “I don’t re-
PHPEHU� DQ\� VLJQL¿FDQW� IRUIHL-
ture shared with us.” 

Marquis recalls a state bal-
lot measure about a decade ago 
that eliminated civil forfeiture in 

Oregon. The measure has since 
been revisited, but still offers a 
strict standard. 

In Oregon, seized property 
must be related to a crime, with 
the majority of funds going to-
ward treatment services rather 
than enforcement. 

Law enforcement agencies 
in Clatsop County and statewide 
have little incentive to pursue 
civil forfeiture since the cost 
GRHV�QRW�HTXDO�WKH�EHQH¿W��-RKQ-
ston said. 

Forfeiture cases involve stor-
age, maintenance, court and oth-
er costs to the law enforcement 
agency involved. 

“Our state forfeiture laws 
have really been changed to the 
point where they are not some-
thing that are feasible for local 

agencies to pursue,” Johnston
said. “That is because of the cost 
involved in turning them into
cash resources and split with
treatment instead of enforce-
ment.”

According to The Washing-
ton Post’s analysis, for hundreds 
of police departments and sher-
LII¶V� RI¿FHV�� WKH� VHL]XUH� SUR-
ceeds accounted for 20 percent
or more of their annual budgets
in recent years.

Johnston said seizures ac-
count for nothing in his depart-
PHQW¶V�EXGJHW��DQG�DQ\�¿QHV�DUH
included in the city’s budget,
which does not translate to the 
police budget directly.

“We just haven’t come
across things worthy of being 
seized,” Johnston said.

Civil forfeiture a nonissue in Clatsop County

Submitted

The U.S. Postal Service will issue a U.S. Coast Guard 
forever stamp in 2015. The stamp features a MH-65 
Dolphin helicopter and the USCGC Eagle.

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

Vice President Joe Biden and House Speaker John Boeh-
ner of Ohio applaud President Barack Obama on  Capitol 
Hill in Washington, Tuesday, during his State of the Union 
address before a joint session of Congress.
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 Look at these 

 ads first
“Building healthy communities 

one neighbor at a time.”
Coastal Family Health Center

(a Federally Qualified Health Center)
is seeking experienced applicants

for the position of
Administrative Clinical Support

Staff Supervisor
for our Astoria and Clatskanie

Clinics. This is a working managerial
position that manages and

supervises the operational/adminis-
trative functions and support staff
of the clinics. We are a growing
organization with a fast-paced,
team-focused environment that
serves patients of all ages and 

stages.
We offer a pay bonus for bi-lingual skills!

•Operational and Administrative
functions

•Community Focused
Organization

•Competitive Wages
•Excellent Benefit Package

•Employer-Paid 401K $ Contribution
100% Employer-Paid

•Health/Dental/Vision/Life/Disability 
•Bi-Lingual Pay Supplement!
The full job description and
employment application are

available at www.coastalfhc.org
Please submit application and

resume to
mhelligso@coastalfhc.org

References may be requested.
Positions open until filled.

$3000 Sign-On Bonus for
EXPERIENCED Service

Technician.
Apply in person at Warrenton Kia

801 SE Marlin Ave,
Warrenton or email resume to

Jim@warrentonkia.net.
EOE.

70 HELP WANTED

Local electric vehicle manufacturer 
looking for an:

Accounting Specialist
This position reports directly to the 

Controller and will be responsible 
for: accounts receivable collec-

tions, account reconciliation, creat-
ing periodic reports, creating and 
maintaining paper and electronic 

filing systems, 
and more.

Requirements:
2 or more years of recent account-

ing experience, MS Excel profi-
ciency, 10-key proficiency, detail 

oriented, and problem solving 
skills with ability and drive to in-
vestigate issues independently. 
Applicants must pass a pre-em-
ployment drug screen and back-

ground check.
Benefits:

Health, dental, and PTO. 
Competitive wage DOE.

Apply at LEKTRO 1190 SE Flight-
line Drive, Warrenton, or email re-
sume to hbalensifer@lektro.com. 

No phone calls please.

70 HELP WANTED

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE WINNERS OF 

OUR CHRISTMAS 
COLORING CONTEST
With so many entries it was a 

tough decision. 

Ages 3-4 Michael,
Warrenton

Ages 5-6 Sadie,
Warrenton

Ages 7-8 Elie,
Seaside

Ages 9-10 Skylar,
Astoria

Ages 10 and up Ethan,
Astoria

Thank you to our sponsors who 
made it possible to put this on! 
Thank you to everyone who

participated! We look forward to 
more contests this year! 

If you have any suggestions 
please feel free to e-mail or call.

classifieds@dailyastorian.com
(503)325-3211 ext 231 

46 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Occasionally other companies  
make telemarketing calls off clas-
sified ads. These companies are 
not affiliated with The Daily Asto-
rian and customers are under no 
obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the at-
torney general or be put on the do 
not call list, here are the links to 
both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/

45 PUBLIC NOTICES

Found: Leather-bound bible. Call 
503-325-2893

35 LOST & FOUND

A SUBSCRIPTION TO
THE

CHINOOK OBSERVER
really makes cents!

For a limited time
get a yearʼs subscription

in Clatsop County
for only $38/year.

{Out of county subscriptions are 
normally $46 a year!}
Call (360)642-8181

or (800)643-3703 today.
Subscribe on-line at

www.chinookobserver.com
-or- mail your pymt to:
CHINOOK OBSERVER

PO Box 427
Long Beach, WA 98631

Stephanieʼs Cabin
Family Restaurant

Now hiring full and part time
positions; catering director,

line cook, host, janitorial, wait staff, 
dish washer, 

Must be reliable, and have verifiable 
references.

Apply in person at
12 West Marine Drive, Astoria.

No phone calls please

Mix Seasoned Firewood split and 
delivered Astoria area $200 a 

cord. Delivery fee for areas further 
out. 503-440-1035

Make new memories
in your new home!

2-3 bedroom townhomes
$675-$774.

Parkview Commons-Hammond.
Affordable-housing.

(503)861-6031

Knappa School District
School Bus Driver

One Ten Month Position and
substitute opportunities open.

Successful candidates will need
proper licensing and complete the

fingerprinting process prior to
employment. District will provide
training. Contact Nikki Fowler at

(503)458-5993 Ext. 302
M-F 8:30am-3:30pm or
www.knappa.k12.or.us

EOE

Immediate opening at
Peter Pan Market for full time deli 
clerk, with food prep and espresso 
experience. Set schedule 5 days 

per week. Apply in person at
712 Niagara Astoria. 

BUYER meets seller every day of the
week in the classified columns of
this newspaper.

CLASSIFIED ADS are used by people
when they are searching for products
or services. For fast results, use a
Classified ad to attract people who
are ready to buy your product.

WE DELIVER!
Please leave a light on or install

motion detector lights to make
your carrierʼs job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

NOTICE TO CONSUMERS
The Federal Trade Commission 

prohibits telemarketers from ask-
ing for or receiving       payment 
before they deliver credit repair 
services, advance fee loans and 
credit, and      recovery services. 
If you are asked to render pay-
ment    before receiving any of the 
preceding services, please con-
tact the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at:

1-877-382-4357

CLASSIFIED ADS work hard for you.
Try one today!


