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Water 
under 

the bridge
Compiled by Bob Duke
From the pages of Astoria’s daily newspapers

10 years ago this week — 2005
7KH�WUDLO�V\VWHP�SURPRWHG�E\�:DUUHQWRQ�3ROLFH�&KLHI�5REHUW�0D[¿HOG�

LV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�LGHDV�DQ\RQH�KDV�ÀRDWHG�RQ�WKH�1RUWK�&RDVW��$V�GHVFULEHG�
in Friday’s front page article by Sandra Swain, this network of trails would 
capitalize on Warrenton’s proximity to the Columbia River and other nature 
VLJKWV��,W�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�D�FRQFHSWXDO��LI�QRW�GLUHFW�OLQN�WR�$VWRULD¶V�WUDLO�V\V-
WHP�DQG�WKH�IRUW�WR�VHD�WUDLO�RI�WKH�)RUW�&ODWVRS�1DWLRQDO�0HPRULDO�

Cities and town that make it easier for citizens to become pedestrians are 
KHDOWKLHU�SODFHV�WR�OLYH��,W�VRXQGV�REYLRXV��EXW�PDQ\�RI�$PHULFD¶V�QHZHVW�
VXEXUEV�DQG�WRZQV�GRQ¶W�SURYLGH�VLGHZDONV�RU�WUDLOV�

:DUUHQWRQ�FDQ�EHFRPH�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�D�KRPH�IRU�ELJ�ER[�VWRUHV��7KH�
WUDLO�V\VWHP�WKDW�0D[¿HOG�DQG�KLV�:DUUHQWRQ�7UDLOV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DUH�SURPRW-
LQJ�KDV�WKDW�SRWHQWLDO�

6RPHWKLQJ�¿VK\�ZDV�LQ�WKH�DLU�7XHVGD\�QLJKW�DW�WKH�2UHJRQ�
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�6HDIRRG�&RQVXPHU�&HQWHU�

+XQGUHGV�RI�VDPSOHV�RI�WZR�GR]HQ�NLQGV�RI�FDQQHG�WXQD�VDW�LQ�
OLWWOH�FRQWDLQHUV��UHDG\�IRU�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�SDODWHV�WR�VHOHFW�WKH�EHVW�
WDVWLQJ�DOEDFRUH�WXQD�IURP�D�PLFUR�FDQQHU\�

³,¶YH�SLFNHG�P\�IDYRULWH�DOUHDG\�´�/DUU\�0DVRQ�VDLG��KDYLQJ�
RQO\�VPHOOHG�WKH�VL[�GLIIHUHQW�VHOHFWLRQV�LQ�IURQW�RI�KLP��1XPEHU�
�����KRZHYHU��KDG�D�³OLJKW�DQG�UHIUHVKLQJ´RGRU�KH�UHSRUWHG�

7KH�WDVWH�RII�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZDV�SDUW�RI�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�6HDIRRG�
,QLWLDWLYH¶V�)LUVW�$QQXDO�0LFUR�&DQQHU\�&RQIHUHQFH�

The snowpack in the Willamette River basin is alarmingly low for this 
time of year, researchers say, and the situation is not likely to improve any 
WLPH�VRRQ�DV�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DURXQG�WKH�UHJLRQ�KLW�UHFRUG�KLJKV�IRU�-DQXDU\�

50 years ago — 1965
7KH�2UHJRQ�+LJKZD\�'HSDUWPHQW�ZLOO�EULQJ�D�VXUYH\�FUHZ�

LQWR� &ODWVRS� &RXQW\� ZLWKLQ� WZR� ZHHNV� WR� VXUYH\� WKH� ���PLOH�
7RQJXH�3RLQW�WR�6YHQVHQ�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�/RZHU�&ROXPELD�KLJKZD\�
IRU�UHORFDWLRQ��VWDWH�5HS��+ROPVWURP�DQQRXQFHG�GXULQJ�D�ZHHN�
HQG�YLVLW�KHUH�IURP�6DOHP�

Dean Paul Jacobson of the University of Oregon, quoted last week as 
VD\LQJ�3UHVLGHQW�-RKQVRQ�ZRXOG�YLVLW�$VWRULD�LQ�)HEUXDU\��VDLG�WRGD\�WKDW�³DV�
IDU�DV�,�NQRZ�LW¶V�MXVW�D�UXPRU�DQG�,¶G�IRUJHW�LW�´

7KLV�FRPPXQLW\�KDG�FRQVLGHUDEOH�PDULWLPH�H[FLWHPHQW�6DW�
XUGD\��ZLWK�RQH�VKLS�QXGJLQJ�D�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�FRIIHUGDP�RI�$VWRULD�
EULGJH�3LHU�����DQG�SXQFKLQJ�D�KROH�LQ�LWVHOI��WKHQ�DQRWKHU�VKLS�
UXQQLQJ�DJURXQG�DSSDUHQWO\�LQ�PLG�FKDQQHO�

:LWK�WZR�VKLSV�KHOSOHVV�LQ�PLG�FKDQQHO�RQ�D�IRJJ\�QLJKW��WKH�
&RDVW�*XDUG�DQG�EDU�SLORWV�DJUHHG�LW�ZDV�GHVLUDEOH�WR�KDOW�DOO�QDY�
LJDWLRQ��DQG�GLG�VR�IRU�PRVW�RI�WKH�QLJKW��7KH�FKDQQHO�LV�HQRXJK�
IRU�VDIH�QDYLJDWLRQ�EXW�QRW�ZKHQ�EORFNDGHG�ZLWK�KHOSOHVV�VKLSV�

:H�SUHVXPH�WKH�$VWRULD�EULGJH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�WDUJHW�RI�VRPH�MLEHV�
IURP�WKH�XSVWDWH�SUHVV�DV�D�PHQDFH�WR�QDYLJDWLRQ�

Want to buy one of the city’s old ornamental street lights, pole and all, for $10?
The city council voted Monday night to make these lights available at 

WKDW�SULFH��¿UVW�FRPH��¿UVW�VHUYH��7KH�OLJKW�JOREHV�DORQH�ZLOO�JR�IRU����HDFK�

7KH�6�6��(ODLQH������IRRW�FRQYHUWHG�/LEHUW\�YHVVHO��ZDV� OLVW�
LQJ�TXLHWO\�LQ�$VWRULD�KDUERU�MXVW�VRXWK�RI�7RQJXH�3RLQW�0RQGD\�
DIWHUQRRQ�IROORZLQJ�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�UHWXUQ�IURP�����PLOHV�DW�VHD�
ZLWK�D�GDQJHURXVO\�VKLIWHG�PLOOLRQ�GROODU�FDUJR�RI�JUDLQ�

75 years ago — 1940
&DSWDLQ�*HRUJH�0RVNRYLWD��VNLSSHU�RI�WKH�GHHS�VHD�WUDZOHU�1HZ�=HD-

ODQG��DQG�KLV�FUHZ�RI�WZR�NQHZ�WKH\�KDG�VRPH�ELJ�¿VK�LQ�WKHLU�GUDJ�VHLQH�
0RQGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�RII�WKH�PRXWK�RI�WKH�&ROXPELD�5LYHU��:KHQ�WKH\�¿QDOO\�
VXFFHHGHG�LQ�JHWWLQJ�WKHLU�FDWFK�DERDUG�WKH����IRRW�WUDZOHU��WKH�¿VK�SURYHG�WR�
EH�D�����SRXQG�VRXS¿Q�VKDUN��SUREDEO\�WKH�ODUJHVW�HYHU�ODQGHG�KHUH��,W�ZDV�
PRUH�WKDQ�HLJKW�IHHW�ORQJ�

&DOOLQJ�IRU�ELGV�RQ�SDUNLQJ�PHWHUV�ZDV�DXWKRUL]HG�E\�WKH�FLW\�
FRXQFLO�0RQGD\�QLJKW�� IROORZLQJ�D�UHSRUW�E\�WKH�FLW\�PDQDJHU�
WKDW�WKH������EXGJHW�ZRXOG�QRW�SHUPLW�KLULQJ�RI�H[WUD�SROLFHPHQ�
WR�UHJXODWH�WUDI¿F�FRQJHVWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�FLW\�

Figures showing that Seaside’s population has doubled since 1931, that 
her tourist trade is growing rapidly, and that it will continue to grow in the 
IXWXUH�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�WR�0DMRU�&�5��0RRUH��GLVWULFW�8�6��$UP\�HQJLQHHU��
3RUWODQG��DW�D�KHDULQJ�LQ�6HDVLGH�7XHVGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�

7KH�ELOO�LQWURGXFHG�E\�&RQJUHVVPDQ�-DPHV�0RWW�IRU�HVWDE�
OLVKPHQW�RI�D�QDXWLFDO�VFKRRO�DW�$VWRULD�LV�UHVXOW�RI�DQ�LGHD�RULJ�
LQDWLQJ�ZLWK�2�'��$GDPV��2UHJRQ� VWDWH� GLUHFWRU� RI� YRFDWLRQDO�
HGXFDWLRQ��IRU�D�VFKRRO�KHUH��WR�WUDLQ�PHUFKDQW�PDULQH�VHDPHQ��
¿VKHUPHQ� DQG� RWKHUV� HQJDJHG� LQ� QDXWLFDO� WUDGHV� LQ� WKH� 2UH�
JRQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�DUHD�

0U��$GDPV�ZDV�LQIRUPHG�E\�WKH�QDWLRQDO�PDULWLPH�FRPPLV�
VLRQ�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXFK�VWDWLRQV�ZDV�OLPLWHG�E\�VWDWXWH�DQG�
KHQFH�D�VSHFLDO�DFW�RI�FRQJUHVV�ZDV�QHHGHG�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�RQH�KHUH�

$VWRULD�SUREDEO\�OHDGV�WKH�QDWLRQ�LQ�SHU�FDSLWD�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�)LQQLVK�UHOLHI�
This fact came to light this afternoon when the Finnish Relief Fund re-

SRUWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�8QLWHG�3UHVV�IURP�1HZ�<RUN�WKDW�9LUJLQLD��0LQQ���ZLWK�
�������SRSXODWLRQ��OHG�WKH�QDWLRQ�ZLWK�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI��������WR�-DQXDU\����
RU����FHQWV�SHU�FDSLWD�

%XW�KHUH�LQ�$VWRULD�WKH�SHU�FDSLWD�FRQWULEXWLRQ�LV�FRQVLGHUDEO\�KLJKHU�
Before the Finnish Relief Fund began its national drive under leadership 

of Herbert Hoover, the Knights of Kaleva lodge here had conducted a cam-
paign of its own which brought in some $5,000 before the Hoover-headed 
GULYH�HYHQ�VWDUWHG�

By -2(�12&(5$
New York Times News Service

/ast week, several Republican 
senators, including John 

McCain, called on President 
Barack Obama to stop releasing 
detainees from the prison at 
*XDQWiQDPR�%D\��&XED�

Their argument was that after 
WKH� WHUURU� DWWDFNV� LQ� 3DULV�� WKH� ����
prisoners still in Guantánamo should 
be made to stay right where they are, 
ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�GR�WKH�:HVW�QR�KDUP�

Tuesday, one 
of those detain-
ees, Mohame-
dou Ould Slahi, 
who was sent 
to Guantánamo 
LQ� ����� DQG� UH-
mains there to 
this day, is poised 
to offer a pow-
HUIXO� UHMRLQGHU��
Three years into 
his detention 
— years during 
which he was 
isolated, tortured, beaten, sexually abused 
DQG� KXPLOLDWHG� ²� 6ODKL� ZURWH� D� ����
SDJH����������ZRUG�DFFRXQW�RI�ZKDW�KDG�
KDSSHQHG�WR�KLP�XS�WR�WKDW�SRLQW�

His manuscript was immediately clas-
VL¿HG��DQG�LW�WRRN�\HDUV�RI�OLWLJDWLRQ�DQG�
negotiation by Slahi’s pro bono lawyers 
to force the military to declassify a re-
GDFWHG�YHUVLRQ��(YHQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHGDFWLRQV��
Guantánamo Diary is an extraordinary 
GRFXPHQW�²�³$�YLVLRQ�RI�KHOO��EH\RQG�
2UZHOO��EH\RQG�.DIND�́ �DV�-RKQ�OH�&DUUp�
aptly describes it in a back cover blurb — 
WKDW�HYHU\�$PHULFDQ�VKRXOG�UHDG�

$�QDWLYH�RI�0DXULWDQLD��6ODKL������LV�
ÀXHQW�LQ�VHYHUDO�ODQJXDJHV�²�KH�OHDUQHG�
(QJOLVK� ZKLOH� LQ� *XDQWiQDPR�²� DQG�
lived in Canada and Germany as well as 
WKH�0XVOLP�ZRUOG��+H�FDPH�XQGHU�VXVSL-
cion because an al-Qaida member, who 
had been based in Montreal — where 
Slahi had also lived — was arrested and 
charged with plotting to bomb the Los 
$QJHOHV� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$LUSRUW� LQ� ������
Slahi was questioned about this plot sev-
HUDO�WLPHV��EXW�KH�ZDV�DOZD\V�UHOHDVHG��
$IWHU�������6ODKL�ZDV�GHWDLQHG�DJDLQ�IRU�
TXHVWLRQLQJ�� 7KDW� WLPH�� KH� ZDV� WXUQHG�
RYHU� WR� WKH� 8�6�� DXWKRULWLHV�� LQ� ZKRVH�
FDSWLYLW\�KH�KDV�EHHQ�HYHU�VLQFH�

What was he accused of? Slahi 
asked this question of his captors often 
DQG�ZDV�QHYHU�JLYHQ�D�VWUDLJKW�DQVZHU��
This, of course, is part of the problem 
with Guantánamo, a prison where be-
ing formally charged with a crime is a 
OX[XU\��QRW�D�UHTXLUHPHQW��+LV�HIIRUWV�WR�
tell the truth — that he had no involve-
ment in any acts of terrorism — only 
DQJHUHG�KLV�LQWHUURJDWRUV��³/RRNV�OLNH�D�
dog, walks like a dog, smells like a dog, 
EDUNV�OLNH�D�GRJ��PXVW�EH�D�GRJ�´�RQH�LQ-
WHUURJDWRU�XVHG�WR�VD\��7KDW�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�

his captors could do to explain why he 
ZDV�WKHUH��<HW�WKH�PLOLWDU\�ZDV�VR�VXUH�
he was a key al-Qaida player that he 
ZDV�VXEMHFWHG�WR�³VSHFLDO�LQWHUURJDWLRQ´�
techniques that had been signed off by 
the secretary of defense, Donald Rums-
IHOG��KLPVHOI�

³6SHFLDO�LQWHUURJDWLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV�́ �RI�
FRXUVH�� LV�D�HXSKHPLVP�IRU� WRUWXUH��7KH�
sections of the book that describe his tor-
WXUH�PDNH� IRU� KDUURZLQJ� UHDGLQJ�� 6ODKL�
was so sleep-deprived that he eventual-
O\� VWDUWHG� WR�KDOOXFLQDWH��&KDLQHG� WR� WKH�
JURXQG��KH�ZDV�IRUFHG�WR�³VWDQG �́LQ�SR-
VLWLRQV�WKDW�ZHUH�H[WUHPHO\�SDLQIXO��,QWHU-
URJDWRUV�ZHQW�DW�KLP�LQ�VKLIWV�²����KRXUV�
D�GD\��6RPHWLPHV�GXULQJ� LQWHUURJDWLRQV��
female interrogators rubbed their breasts 
RYHU�KLV�ERG\�DQG�IRQGOHG�KLP�

,W� LV� KDUG� WR� UHDG� DERXW� KLV� WRUWXUH�
ZLWKRXW�IHHOLQJ�D�VHQVH�RI�VKDPH�

Does Slahi crack? Of course: To get 
WKH�WRUWXUH�WR�VWRS��KH�¿QDOO\�OLHG��WHOOLQJ�
his interrogators what he thought they 
ZDQWHG� WR�KHDU�� MXVW�DV� WRUWXUH�YLFWLPV�
KDYH�GRQH�VLQFH� WKH� ,QTXLVLWLRQ��³7RU-
ture doesn’t guarantee that the detainee 
FRRSHUDWHV�´�ZULWHV�6ODKL��³,Q�RUGHU� WR�
stop torture, the detainee has to please 
his assailant, even with untruthful, and 
VRPHWLPH� PLVOHDGLQJ� �LQWHOOLJHQFH��´�
0F&DLQ�� ZKR� ZDV� WRUWXUHG� LQ� 9LHW-
nam, knows this; last month, he made 

a powerful speech in which he con-
GHPQHG�$PHULFD¶V�XVH�RI�WRUWXUH��VD\-
LQJ�� ³WKH� XVH� RI� WRUWXUH� FRPSURPLVHV�
that which most distinguishes us from
our enemies, our belief that all people,
even captured enemies, possess basic
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�´�7KDW�LV�DOVR�ZK\�LW�LV�VR
disheartening that McCain has allied
himself with those who want to keep
*XDQWiQDPR�RSHQ�

,Q� ������ D� IHGHUDO� GLVWULFW� MXGJH�
ruled in favor of Slahi’s habeas corpus
petition because the evidence against
KLP�ZDV�VR� WKLQ��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�DS-
SHDOHG��DQG�WKH�RUGHU�UHPDLQV�LQ�OLPER�

,� DVNHG� 1DQF\� +ROODQGHU�� RQH� RI�
6ODKL¶V� ODZ\HUV�� WR� GHVFULEH� KHU� FOLHQW��
³+H�LV�IXQQ\��VPDUW��FRPSDVVLRQDWH�DQG
WKRXJKWIXO�́ �VKH�VDLG��$OO�RI�WKHVH�TXDOL-
ties come through in his memoir, which
LV� VXUSULVLQJO\� ZLWKRXW� UDQFRU�� ³,� KDYH�
RQO\�ZULWWHQ�ZKDW� ,� H[SHULHQFHG��ZKDW�
,�VDZ��DQG�ZKDW�,�OHDUQHG�¿UVWKDQG�́ �KH�
ZULWHV� WRZDUG� WKH� HQG� RI� KLV� ERRN�� ³,�
have tried not to exaggerate, nor to un-
GHUVWDWH��,�KDYH�WULHG�WR�EH�DV�IDLU�DV�SRVVL-
EOH��WR�WKH�8�6��JRYHUQPHQW��WR�P\�EURWK-
HUV��DQG�WR�P\VHOI�́ �2QH�RI�WKH�ZRQGHUV
of the book is that he does come across
DV�IDLU�WR�DOO��HYHQ�KLV�WRUWXUHUV�

But the quote that sticks with me
most is something that one of his guards
told him, something that could stand as
D�¿WWLQJ�HSLWDSK�IRU�*XDQWiQDPR�LWVHOI�
³,�NQRZ�,�FDQ�JR�WR�KHOO�IRU�ZKDW�,�GLG�
WR�\RX�´

$�*XDQWDQDPR�GHWDLQHH¶V�GLDU\
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By &+$5/(6�0��%/2:
New York Times News Service

7his month, the Pew Research 
Center released a study 

that found that most wealthy 
$PHULFDQV�EHOLHYHG�³SRRU�SHRSOH�
today have it easy because they 
FDQ� JHW� JRYHUQPHQW� EHQH¿WV�
ZLWKRXW�GRLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�UHWXUQ�´

This is an infuriatingly obtuse 
view of what it means to be poor 
in this country — the soul-rending 
omnipresence of worry and fear, of 
ZHDULQHVV�DQG�IDWLJXH�

This can be the view only of those 
who have not known — or have long 
IRUJRWWHQ�²�ZKDW�SRYHUW\�WUXO\�PHDQV�

³(DV\´�LV�D�ZRUG�QRW�HDVLO\�VSRNHQ�
DPRQJ�WKH�SRRU��7KLQJV�DUH�KDUG�²�WKH�
times are hard, the work is hard, the 
ZD\�LV�KDUG��³(DV\´�LV�IRU�XQLQIRUPHG�
explanations issued by the willfully 
callous and the haughtily 
EOLQG�

$OORZ� PH� WR� H[SODLQ��
as James Baldwin put it, a 
IHZ� LOOXVWUDWLRQV� RI� ³KRZ�
extremely expensive it is to 
EH�SRRU�´

First, many poor people 
ZRUN�� EXW� WKH\� MXVW� GRQ¶W�
make enough to move out 
of poverty — an estimated 
��� PLOOLRQ�$PHULFDQV� IDOO�
LQWR�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�

So, as the Pew report pointed out, 
³PRUH� WKDQ� KDOI� RI� WKH� OHDVW� VHFXUH�
group reports receiving at least one type 
RI�PHDQV�WHVWHG�JRYHUQPHQW�EHQH¿W�´

$QG�\HW��ZKDWHYHU�WKH�SRRU�HDUQ�LV�
likely to be more heavily taxed than the 
earnings of wealthier citizens, accord-
LQJ�WR�D�QHZ�DQDO\VLV�E\�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RQ�
7D[DWLRQ�DQG�(FRQRPLF�3ROLF\��$V�The 
New York Times put it last week:

³$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VWXG\��LQ������WKH�
SRRUHVW�¿IWK�RI�$PHULFDQV�ZLOO�SD\�RQ�
DYHUDJH� ����� SHUFHQW� RI� WKHLU� LQFRPH�
LQ�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�WD[HV��WKH�PLGGOH�¿IWK�

ZLOO�SD\�����SHUFHQW�DQG�WKH�
top 1 percent will average 
����SHUFHQW�´

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��PDQ\�ORZ�LQ-
FRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�³XQEDQNHG´�
�QRW� VHUYHG� E\� D� ¿QDQFLDO�
institution), and thus near-
ly eaten alive by exorbitant 
IHHV��$V�WKH�6W��/RXLV�)HGHUDO�
5HVHUYH�SRLQWHG�RXW�LQ������

³8QEDQNHG� FRQVXPHUV�
VSHQG� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ���� WR�
3 percent of a government 
EHQH¿WV� FKHFN� DQG�EHWZHHQ�
��SHUFHQW�DQG���SHUFHQW�RI�SD\UROO�FKHFN�
MXVW�WR�FDVK�WKHP��$GGLWLRQDO�GROODUV�DUH�
spent to purchase money orders to pay 
URXWLQH�PRQWKO\� H[SHQVHV��:KHQ� \RX�
consider the cost for cashing a bi-week-
ly payroll check and buying about six 
money orders each month, a household 
ZLWK�D�QHW�LQFRPH�RI���������PD\�SD\�
DV�PXFK�DV��������DQQXDOO\�IRU�DOWHUQD-
tive service fees — substantially more 
than the expense of a monthly checking 
DFFRXQW�´

(YHQ�ZKHQ�ORZ�LQFRPH�
SHRSOH�FDQ�EHFRPH�DI¿OLDW-
ed with a bank, those banks 
are increasing making 
WKHP� SD\� ³VWHHS� UDWHV� IRU�
loans and high fees on ba-
VLF�FKHFNLQJ�DFFRXQWV�´�DV�
The Times’ DealBook blog 
SXW�LW�ODVW�\HDU�

$QG� SRRU� SHRSOH� FDQ�
have a hard time getting 
FUHGLW�� $V� The Washington 
Post put it, the excesses of 

the subprime boom have led convention-
al banks to stay away from the riskiest 
ERUURZHUV��OHDYLQJ�WKHP�³DOO�EXW�FXW�RII�
IURP�DFFHVV�WR�ELJ�ORDQV��OLNH�PRUWJDJHV�́

One way to move up the ladder 
and out of poverty is through higher 
education, but even that is not without 
GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�FRVWV��$V�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�
IRU�&ROOHJH�$FFHVV�DQG�6XFFHVV�QRWHG�
in March:

³*UDGXDWHV� ZKR� UHFHLYHG� 3HOO�
Grants, most of whom had family 
LQFRPHV� XQGHU� ��������� ZHUH�PXFK�
more likely to borrow and to borrow 

PRUH�� $PRQJ� JUDGXDWLQJ�
seniors who ever received
a Pell Grant, 88 percent
KDG�VWXGHQW�ORDQV�LQ������
ZLWK�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI��������
SHU� ERUURZHU�� ,Q� FRQWUDVW��
53 percent of those who
never received a Pell Grant 
had debt, with an average
RI���������SHU�ERUURZHU�´

$QG�RIWHQ��ZRUN�RU�VFKRRO�
requires transportation, which
can be another outrageous
H[SHQVH�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�

Leadership Conference on Civil and Hu-
man Rights:

³/RZ��DQG�PRGHUDWH�LQFRPH�KRXVH-
KROGV�VSHQG����SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�WRWDO�DQ-
nual income on transportation, including
those who live in rural areas, as com-
pared to middle-income households,
ZKR�VSHQG�OHVV�WKDQ����SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�
DQQXDO�LQFRPH�RQ�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�́

$QG�EHVLGHV��KDYLQJ�D�FDU�FDQ�PDNH
SULPH� WDUJHWV� RI� WKH� SRRU�� 2QH� SHUQL-
cious practice that the killing of Mi-
FKDHO�%URZQ�LQ�)HUJXVRQ��0R��²�DQG�
the protests that followed — resurfaced
was the degree to which some local 
PXQLFLSDOLWLHV� SUR¿W� IURP� SROLFH� GH-
partments targeting poor communities,
ZLWK�D�UDIW�RI�VWRSV��¿QHV��VXPPRQVHV�
and arrests supported by police actions 
DQG�FRPSOLFLW�FRXUWV�

$V�135�UHSRUWHG�LQ�$XJXVW�
³,Q� ������ WKH� PXQLFLSDO� FRXUW� LQ�

)HUJXVRQ�²� D� FLW\� RI� ������� SHRSOH�
²� LVVXHG� ������� DUUHVW� ZDUUDQWV� IRU�
nonviolent offenses, mostly driving vi-
RODWLRQV�´

The story continued:
³$UFK&LW\�'HIHQGHUV��D�6W��/RXLV�DU-

ea public defender group, says in its re-
SRUW�WKDW�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�WKH�FRXUWV�LQ�6W��
Louis County engage in the ‘illegal and
harmful practices’ of charging high court
¿QHV� DQG� IHHV� RQ� QRQYLROHQW� RIIHQVHV�
OLNH�WUDI¿F�YLRODWLRQV�²�DQG�WKHQ�DUUHVW-
LQJ�SHRSOH�ZKHQ�WKH\�GRQ¶W�SD\�́

The list of hardships could go on 
for several more columns, but you get
the point: Being poor is anything but 
HDV\�

+RZ�H[SHQVLYH�LW�LV�WR�EH�SRRU

‘Easy’ is 
a word 
not easily 
spoken 
among 
the poor.

‘A vision of hell, 
beyond Orwell, 
beyond Kafka,’ as 
John le Carré aptly 
describes it in a 
back cover blurb — 
that every American 
should read.

Charles
Blow

Joe 
Nocera

AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta 

Protesters dressed as Guantanamo detainees gather in front of the
White House, Jan. 11 in Washington, during a rally to mark the 13th
anniversary of detainees at Guantanamo Bay.

International Committee of the Red Cross 
via Wikimedia Commons
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