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Founded in 1873

OPINION

The Liberty Theater is 90. The theater 
opened in April 1925. Its construction 

was a major element in downtown 
Astoria’s rebuilding following the great 
¿UH�RI�'HF����������

Liberty Restoration 
,QF��� ZLOO� PDUN� WKLV�
anniversary with a day 
of open houses next 
6DWXUGD\��-DQ������7KDW�
night will be a dinner 
and concert.
&LWLHV� DUH� GH¿QHG�

by their cultural 
assets. Here are my 
nominations for the 
WKUHH� PRVW� VLJQL¿FDQW� KLVWRULFDO�FXOWXUDO�
IHDWXUHV�RI�$VWRULD��0\�DQVZHU�ZRXOG�EH�
1. the city’s watershed – a purchase of 
JUHDW�IRUHVLJKW�LQ�������ZLWK�H[SDQVLRQ�LQ�
the 1950s. 2. the Astoria Column and 3. the 
Liberty Theater.

From its opening until the advent of 
WHOHYLVLRQ��WKH�/LEHUW\�ZDV�D�VRFLDO�KXE��,I�
\RX�DVN�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV�WKDW�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�
$VWRULD�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ�WKH�����V�RQZDUG��
you will hear their Liberty Theater stories. 
6RPH�UHYROYH�DURXQG�WKH�FRQWHVWV�WKDW�NLGV�
entered during Saturday matinees. Others 
DUH� DERXW� D� ¿UVW� GDWH� RU� D� ¿UVW� NLVV��%LOO�
Wyatt’s story is that his mother went into 
labor with him while seeing a movie at the 
Liberty.

WKHQ�SHRSOH�VHH�D�¿QLVKHG�SURGXFW��
they soon forget how much trouble 

and money went into creating it. In a recent 
LQWHUYLHZ� WKLV� QHZVSDSHU�� :LOOLV� 9DQ�
'XVHQ� VDLG� WKLV� DERXW� WKH� LPSDFW� RI� WKH�
WKHDWHU¶V� UHVWRUDWLRQ�� ³,W� LV� EHDXWLIXO�� %XW�
the more important point is what it would 
be if we hadn’t purchased and restored it.” 
,QGHHG��,W�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�NLQG�RI�GHDG�]RQH�
you see in many small towns and cities.

The biggest single accomplishment 
ZDV�PDNLQJ�WKH�/LEHUW\�D�SXEOLF��QRQSUR¿W�
SURSHUW\� ²� QRW� D� WD[� ZULWH�RII� RI� DQ�
absentee landlord.

The drive to acquire and restore the 
Liberty began in about 1992 with 

a group that called itself the Theater 
Committee. We were casting about for 
new theater space.

From the period when we struggled 
to complete the purchase I have two 
abiding memories. The moment when 
(GLWK� +HQQLQJVJDDUG� 0LOOHU� DQG� 0DUJH�
%ORRP¿HOG� VKRZHG� JUHDW� FRXUDJH�� 7KH�
PRPHQW� ZKHQ�0D\RU� 9DQ� 'XVHQ� XUJHG�

WKH�FRPPLWWHH�WR�DVN�IRU�DQ�XUEDQ�UHQHZDO�
grant to complete the purchase.

A GH¿QLQJ� PRPHQW� RI� WKH� WKHDWHU¶V�restoration occurred when the 

3RUWODQG�DUFKLWHFW�6NLS�6WDQDZD\�VWHSSHG�
LQWR�WKH�OREE\��³,�FDQ¶W�EHOLHYH�LW�´�KH�VDLG��
“It’s all here.” The fact that no one had 
VWULSSHG� WKH� WKHDWHU� RI� LWV� ¿[WXUHV�ZDV� D�
KXJH�DVVHW��6R�ZHUH�WKH�VWUHHW�OHYHO�UHQWDO�

properties that came with it.
Here are two more special moments. To 

UHVWRUH�WKH�RUQDPHQWDO�SODVWHU�ZRUN��/LEHUW\�
5HVWRUDWLRQ�,QF���KLUHG�D�9DQFRXYHU�EDVHG�
group who used Romanian artisans. Those 
Romanian masons fell in love with the 
WKHDWHU�� 7KH\� PDGH� ¿YH� UHSOLFDV� RI� WKH�
medallions one sees in the theater and 
SODFHG�WKHP�LQ�WKH�QHZ�0F7DYLVK�5RRP�
0\� VHFRQG� PHPRU\� LV� RI� 0LFKDHO�

)RVWHU�JLOGLQJ�SODVWHU�ZRUN�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
WKHDWHU� DQG� OREE\�� 0LFKDHO� GLG� QRW� OLNH�
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�VFDIIROG��VR�ZH�PDVNHG�WKH�
fact by shielding him.

OQ� RSHQLQJ� QLJKW� ��� \HDUV� DJR�� RXU�
ERDUG�RI�GLUHFWRUV�ZDONHG�GRZQ�WKH�

DLVOHV�WR�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�WKHDWHU��$V�ZH�WRRN�
WKDW�ZDON�WKURXJK�WKH�QHZO\�UHVWRUHG�VSDFH��
,�DVNHG�&KHUL�)RON��³&DQ�\RX�EHOLHYH�LW"´

— S.A.F.

Liberty Theater celebrates 90 and 10
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Students from Clatsop County Community College Historic Preservation and Restoration program gild medallions on the walls of 
the Liberty Theater. The students were guided by Lucien Swerdloff, John Goodenberger, Don Herlin and Jonathon Pierce. 
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Brenna Chase, a student at Clatsop County Community College, works with other 
students to gild medallions in the balcony level of the Liberty Theater.

Steve  
Forrester

:KHQ�SHRSOH�VHH�D�¿QLVKHG�SURGXFW��WKH\�VRRQ�IRUJHW�
KRZ�PXFK�WURXEOH�DQG�PRQH\�ZHQW�LQWR�FUHDWLQJ�LW�

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV�1HZV�6HUYLFH

PUHVLGHQW� %DUDFN� 2EDPD�
ZDV� FULWLFL]HG� IRU� IDLOLQJ�

WR� DWWHQG�� RU� VHQG� D� SURSHU�
VXUURJDWH� WR�� WKH� JLDQW� DQWL�
terrorism march in Paris Sunday. 

That criticism was right. 
%XW�LW�LV�W\SLFDO�RI�$PHULFDQ�SRO�

itics today that we focus on this and 
not what would have really made 
the world feel the jihadist threat was 
¿QDOO\� EHLQJ� VHULRXVO\� FRQIURQW�
ed. And that would not be a march 
WKDW�RXU�SUHVLGHQW�KHOSV�WR�OHDG��EXW�
one in which he’s not involved at 
DOO��7KDW�ZRXOG�EH�D�PLOOLRQ�SHUVRQ�
march against the jihadists across 
WKH�$UDE�0XVOLP� ZRUOG�� RUJDQL]HG�
E\� $UDEV� DQG� 0XVOLPV� IRU� $UDEV�
DQG� 0XVOLPV�� ZLWKRXW� DQ\RQH� LQ�
WKH�:HVW� DVNLQJ� IRU� LW� ²� QRW� MXVW�
EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�3DULV��
EXW� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� VFRUHV� RI�0XV�
lims recently murdered by jihadists 
LQ�3DNLVWDQ��<HPHQ��,UDT��/LE\D��1L�
geria and Syria.

$EGXO� 5DKPDQ� DO�5DVKHG�� RQH�
of the most respected Arab journal�
LVWV�� ZURWH� 0RQGD\� LQ� KLV� FROXPQ�
LQ� $O�6KDUT� $O�$ZVDW�� ³3URWHVWV�
DJDLQVW�WKH�UHFHQW�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�LQ�

France should have been 
KHOG� LQ� 0XVOLP� FDSLWDOV��
UDWKHU�WKDQ�3DULV��EHFDXVH��
LQ�WKLV�FDVH��LW�LV�0XVOLPV�
who are involved in this 
crisis and stand accused. 
... The story of extremism 
EHJLQV� LQ� 0XVOLP� VRFL�
HWLHV�� DQG� LW� LV� ZLWK� WKHLU�
support and silence that 
extremism has grown into 
terrorism that is harming 
people. It is of no value 
WKDW� WKH� )UHQFK� SHRSOH��
ZKR�DUH�WKH�YLFWLPV�KHUH��WDNH�WR�WKH�
streets. ... What is required here is 
IRU�0XVOLP�FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�GLVRZQ�
the Paris crime and Islamic extrem�
ism in general.” (Translation by 
0HPUL�RUJ��

The truth is there is a huge 
amount of ambivalence toward this 
whole jihadist phenomenon — more 
WKDQ�DQ\�RI�XV�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EHOLHYH�
²� LQ� WKH�$UDE�0XVOLP�ZRUOG�� (X�
rope and America. This ambiva�
OHQFH�VWDUWV� LQ� WKH�0XVOLP�FRPPX�
QLW\��ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�D�GHHS�FOHDYDJH�
over what constitutes authentic Is�
lam today. We fool ourselves when 
ZH� WHOO�0XVOLPV�ZKDW� ³UHDO� ,VODP´�
LV��%HFDXVH�,VODP�KDV�QR�9DWLFDQ��QR�
VLQJOH�VRXUFH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�DXWKRULW\��
there are many Islams today. The 
SXULWDQLFDO� :DKKDEL�6DOD¿�MLKDGLVW�

VWUDLQ�LV�RQH�RI�WKHP��DQG�
it has more support than 
we want to believe.

Ambivalence runs 
through Europe today on 
the question of what a 
country should demand of 
QHZ� 0XVOLP� LPPLJUDQWV�
by way of adopting its val�
ues. Is Stratfor’s George 
Friedman right when he 
argues that Europeans 
adopted multiculturalism 
precisely because they 

didn’t really want to absorb their 
0XVOLP� LPPLJUDQWV�� DQG� PDQ\� RI�
WKRVH�0XVOLP�LPPLJUDQWV��ZKR�ZHQW�
WR� (XURSH� WR� ¿QG� D� MRE�� QRW� D� QHZ�
LGHQWLW\��GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�DEVRUEHG"�
,I�VR��WKDW�VSHOOV�WURXEOH�

Ambivalence runs through 
Washington’s ties with Saudi Ara�
ELD�� (YHU� VLQFH� MLKDGLVWV� WRRN� RYHU�
,VODP¶V� KROLHVW� VKULQH� LQ�0HFFD� LQ�
������ SURFODLPLQJ� WKDW� 6DXGL�$UD�
ELD¶V�UXOHUV�ZHUH�QRW�SLRXV�HQRXJK��
Saudi Arabia has redoubled its 
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�:DKKDEL�RU�6DOD¿VW�
,VODP�²� WKH� PRVW� SXULWDQLFDO�� DQ�
WL�SOXUDOLVWLF� DQG� DQWL�ZRPHQ� YHU�
sion of that faith. This Saudi right 
turn — combined with oil revenues 
XVHG� WR� EXLOG� :DKKDEL�LQVSLUHG�
PRVTXHV�� ZHEVLWHV� DQG� PDGUDVVDV�
DFURVV� WKH� 0XVOLP� ZRUOG� ²� KDV�

tilted the entire Sunni community 
WR� WKH� ULJKW�� /RRN� DW� D� SLFWXUH� RI�
female graduates of Cairo Univer�
sity in 1950. Few are wearing veils. 
/RRN�DW�WKHP�WRGD\��0DQ\�DUH�ZHDU�
LQJ�YHLOV��7KH�RSHQ��VRIW��HPEUDFLQJ�
,VODP� WKDW� GH¿QHG� (J\SW� IRU� FHQ�
WXULHV�²�SUD\�¿YH� WLPHV�D�GD\�EXW�
wash it down with a beer at night — 
has been hardened by this Wahhabi 
wind from Arabia.

%XW� 8�6�� SUHVLGHQWV� QHYHU� FRQ�
front Saudi Arabia about this be�
cause of our oil ad�
GLFWLRQ�� $V� ,¶YH� VDLG��
addicts never tell the 
truth to their pushers. 
The Saudi government 
opposes the jihadists. 
8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� WKRXJK��
it’s a very short step 
from Wahhabi Islam 
to the violent jihad�
ism practiced by the Islamic State. 
The French terrorists were born in 
France but were marinated in Wah�
KDEL�6DOD¿�WKRXJKW�WKURXJK�WKH�:HE�
DQG�ORFDO�PRVTXHV�²�QRW�9ROWDLUH�

$OVR��WKH�RWKHU�FLYLO�ZDU�LQ�,VODP�
— between Sunnis and Shiites — has 
led many mainstream Sunni chari�
WLHV��PRVTXHV�DQG�UHJLPHV�WR�VXSSRUW�
jihadist groups because they’re fero�
FLRXV�¿JKWHUV�DJDLQVW�6KLLWHV��)LQDO�
ly — yet more ambivalence — for 

60 years there was a tacit alliance
between Arab dictators and their
Sunni religious clergy. The regimes
IXQGHG� WKHVH� XQLQVSLUHG� 0XVOLP�
FOHULFV��DQG�WKHVH�FOHUJ\�EOHVVHG�WKH�
uninspired dictators — and both sti�
ÀHG�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�DQ\�DXWKHQWLF�
LQVSLUHG�� UHIRUPLVW� ,VODP� WKDW� FRXOG�
WDNH� RQ� :DKKDELVP�6DOD¿VP�� HYHQ�
WKRXJK�PDQ\�0XVOLPV�ZDQWHG�LW��$Q
authentic reformation requires a free
VSDFH�LQ�WKH�$UDE�0XVOLP�ZRUOG�

³0XVOLPV�QHHG�WR�µXSJUDGH�WKHLU
VRIWZDUH�¶� ZKLFK� LV�
programmed mainly
E\� RXU� VFKRROV�� WHOH�
vision and mosques
— especially small
mosques that trade in
ZKDW� LV� IRUELGGHQ�´�
Egyptian intellectual
0DPRXQ�)DQG\�ZURWH�
LQ�$O�6KDUT�$O�$ZVDW�

�$OVR� WUDQVODWHG� E\� 0HPUL�RUJ���
“There is no choice but to dismantle
this system and rebuild it in a way 
that is compatible with human cul�
ture and values.”

,Q� VKRUW�� MLKDGLVW� ]HDO� LV� HDV\� WR�
FRQGHPQ��EXW�ZLOO� UHTXLUH�PXOWLSOH�
revolutions to stem — revolutions
that will require a lot of people in
WKH� $UDE�0XVOLP� ZRUOG� DQG� :HVW�
to shed their ambivalence and stop
playing double games.

7KH�QH[W�JLDQW�SURWHVW�VKRXOG�EH�OHG�E\�$UDEV�DQG�0XVOLPV

Thomas L.
Friedman

$PELYDOHQFH�
VWDUWV�LQ�
WKH�0XVOLP�
FRPPXQLW\�

Seaside solution

A suggestion for the expansion of the 
Seaside Civic & Convention Center: 

%XLOG�D�PXOWLVWRU\�SDUNLQJ�JDUDJH�RQ�WKH�
DGMDFHQW�FHQWHU�SDUNLQJ�ORW��VLPLODU�WR�WKH�
QHDUE\�RQH�DW�WKH�WLPHVKDUH�SURSHUW\��H[�

FHSW�WKDW�WKH�JURXQG�ÀRRU�ZRXOG�EH�D�ODUJH�
convention meeting space room. Leave 
room at ground level for recreational ve�

KLFOHV��EXVHV��HWF��3URYLGH�D�VHFRQG�VWRU\�
ZDONRYHU�DFFHVV�IURP�WKH�PDLQ�EXLOGLQJ��
as well as a street level entrance. 

Leave the river alone.
52%(57�.521,1*

Seaside


