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In Paris, freedom of the press attacked
A

By JOHN-THOR DAHLBURG
Associated Press

Two conflicting sides on wheth-
er there should be limits to the liberty
of self-expression clashed violently
Wednesday in a usually tranquil side
street on the Right Bank of Paris.

When it was over, a dozen people
lay dead — including some of the most
prominent political cartoonists and sat-
irists in France, and the police officers
assigned to protect them.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo mourn-
ed the slain as “martyrs of freedom,
of freedom of the press, the pillar of
democracy,” and called upon all free-
dom-loving people to hold a solemn
march in their memory Thursday.

On the other side of the Atlantic,
President Barack Obama denounced an
attack on the “values that we share with
the French people — a universal belief
in the freedom of expression.”

“The fact that this was an attack on
journalists, attack on our free press, also
underscores the degree to which these
terrorists fear freedom of speech and
freedom of the press,” Obama said.

The slayings at the French satiri-
cal publication Charlie Hebdo were
celebrated in some parts of the world
because it was deemed to have outra-
geously and repeatedly abused its free-
dom to mock and shock.

A member of the al-Qaida in Ye-
men extremist organization, posting on
the Twitter social network, accused the
weekly of engaging in the “defamation
of Islam.” As news of the killings in
Paris reached the Middle East, celebra-
tory gunfire was reported in a Palestin-
ian refugee camp in southern Lebanon.

Almost immediately, there seemed
little if any doubt about the motive be-
hind what was termed France’s deadli-
est terrorist attack since 1945. On video
filmed by eyewitnesses, the gunmen
can clearly be heard to shout the tradi-
tional Muslim exhortation “Allahu Ak-
bar!” — “God is great!” — outside the
newspaper’s office.

“We have avenged the prophet!” the
men shouted as they fled, police sourc-
es told French media.

The attack in the Rue Nicolas Ap-
pert seemed the latest chapter in a clash
of values between the West and a ver-
sion of militant Islam that is at least a
quarter-century old, beginning when
Ayatollah Khomeini, Iran’s supreme
leader, issued a 1989 fatwa calling for
the assassination of novelist Salman
Rushdie, accused by some conservative
Muslims of blasphemy.

Press freedom, and self-expression
in general, differs vastly in the world,
with even a liberal country like Sweden
possessing laws that criminalize what’s
considered hate speech and prohibit-
ing expressions of contempt directed
against a group or one of its members.

In some nations, such as North Ko-
rea, the media are an arm of the state,
or, as in Russia, have largely been trans-
formed into a government mouthpiece.
But the Paris attack was so horrific that
even President Vladimir Putin, who has
done much to muzzle his critics in the
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AP Photo/Thibault Camus

People gather in solidarity of the victims of a terror attack against a satirical newspaper, in Paris Wednesday. Masked gunmen shouting “Allahu
akbar!” stormed the Paris offices of a satirical newspaper, killing 12 people, including the paper’s editor, before escaping in a getaway car. It
was France’s deadliest terror attack in living memory.
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People attend a demonstration in solidarity with those killed in an at-
tack at the Paris offices of weekly newspaper Charlie Hebdo, at the

French Consulate in Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday. “Je suis Charlie

means “l am Charlie” in French.

Russian media, called it a crime.

Not always to the liking of French
government authorities, who endeav-
or to maintain good relations with the
Arab and Muslim worlds, the clash
over what limits to place on press free-
dom has often involved Charlie Hebdo,
whose mix of crude, often obscene art-
work and brash political satire has few
if any parallels in Anglo-Saxon media.

In 2006, the left-leaning, iconoclas-
tic tabloid, which regularly skewers a
wide range of targets from the Vatican
to Hollywood, reprinted 12 cartoons of
the Prophet Muhammad whose orig-

inal publication by a Danish newspa-
per touched off riots in some Muslim
nations. Some Muslims were outraged
that their religion’s founder was being
mocked, or even depicted at all.

Five years later, after Charlie Heb-
do published a spoof issue supposedly
guest-edited by Muhammad, its of-
fices were firebombed and its website
hacked.

The publication has been sued by
several French Muslim organizations,
accused of publishing racist cartoons,
but won acquittal. In 2012, French po-
lice detained a man suspecting of threat-

‘The fact that this was an attack on journalists,
attack on our free press, also underscores the
degree to which these terrorists fear freedom
of speech and freedom of the press.’

— Barack Obama
U.S. President

ening to decapitate the editor-in-chief.

This week, the publication’s front
page featured one of France’s most con-
troversial writers, Michel Houellebecq,
whose latest book paints a worrisome
picture of France in a not-too-distant fu-
ture after an Islamic government takes
power.

Also in the latest edition, Charlie
Hebdo editor Stephane Charbonnier
contributed the caricature of what clearly
is meant to be a Muslim extremist — a
bearded man with a Kalashnikov and an
Afghan-style hat — hinting at a terrorist
attack sometime this month in France in
the guise of New Year greetings.

Charbonnier, whose pen name
was “Charb,” was one of those killed
Wednesday.

In 2012, speaking to The Associated
Press, he defended his magazine’s right
under France’s laws safeguarding the
freedom of expression to print crude,
lewd caricatures of Islam’s founder.

If some people didn’t like it, Charb
said, that was too bad.

“Muhammad isn’t sacred to me,”
he said. “I don’t blame Muslims for not

laughing at our drawings. I live under
French law. I don’t live under Quranic
law.”

Atthat time, though, the French gov-
ernment, as well as the White House,
openly questioned not the magazine’s
right to print, but its good judgment. At
least 30 people had already been killed
in violent protests over an amateur U.S
anti-Islam video that portrayed the re-
ligion’s founder as a fraud, womanizer
and child molester.

“Is it pertinent, intelligent in this
context to pour oil on the fire?” French
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius asked
then. “The answer is no.”

In the wake of Wednesday’s shock-
ing bloodbath, such calls for editorial
restraint vanished. French President
Francois Hollande, speaking outside
Charlie Hebdo’s office, said the gun-
men had targeted journalists striving
to “defend their ideas, and to defend
precisely the freedom that the (French)
Republic protects.”

“We are threatened because we are a
country of liberty,” Hollande said, ask-
ing for national unity.

France hunts for 2 suspects; nation mourns victims

By LORI HINNANT
Associated Press

PARIS — Scattered gun-
fire and explosions shook
France today as its frightened
yet defiant citizens held a day
of mourning for 12 people
slain at a Paris newspaper.
French police hunted down
the two heavily armed broth-
ers suspected in the massacre
to make sure they don’t strike
again.

French President Francois
Hollande — joined by res-
idents, tourists and Muslim
leaders — called for tolerance
after the country’s worst ter-
rorist attack in decades. At
noon, the Paris metro came to
a standstill and the crowd that
gathered near Notre Dame
cathedral fell silent to honor
Wednesday’s victims.

“France has been struck
directly in the heart of its
capital, in a place where the
spirit of liberty — and thus of
resistance — breathed freely,”
Hollande said.

France’s prime minis-
ter said the possibility of a
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ABOVE: Mourners hold signs depicting victim’s eyes during a rally in support of Charlie
Hebdo, a French satirical weekly newspaper that fell victim to an terrorist attack, Wednesday
at Union Square in New York. French officials say 12 people were killed when masked gun-
men stormed the Paris offices of the periodical that had caricatured the Prophet Muhammad.
ABOVE RIGHT: French riot officers patrol in Longpont, north of Paris today. Scattered
gunfire and explosions shook France today as its frightened yet defiant citizens held a day
of mourning for 12 people slain at a Paris newspaper. French police hunted down the two
heavily armed brothers suspected in the massacre to make sure they don’t strike again.
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The January edition
available at a newsstand near you

new attack “is our main con-
cern” and announced several
overnight arrests. Tensions
ran high in Paris, and police
patrolled schools, places of
worship and schools. Britain
increased its security checks
at ports and borders.

Satirical newspaper Char-
lie Hebdo had caricatured
the Prophet Muhammad and
witnesses said the attackers
claimed allegiance to al-Qa-
ida. One of the suspects on
the run had a past conviction
for recruiting jihadis to fight

in the Mideast.

Two men resembling the
suspects robbed a gas station
in northeast France this morn-
ing and police swarmed the
site while helicopters hovered
above. Officials said later the
newspaper attackers were not
there.

Two explosions hit near
mosques early today, rais-
ing fears the deadly attack at
Charlie Hebdo would ignite
a backlash against France’s
large and diverse Muslim
community. No one was in-

jured in the attacks, one in Le
Mans southwest of Paris and
another near Lyon, southeast
of the capital.

But France’s top security
official abandoned a top-lev-
el meeting after just 10 min-
utes to rush to a shooting on
the city’s southern edge that
killed a policewoman. The
shooter remained at large and
it was not immediately clear
if her death was linked to
Wednesday’s deadly attack.

French Prime Minister
Manuel Valls said the two sus-

pects still at large in the Char-
lie Hebdo slayings — Cherif
Kouachi, 32, and Said Koua-
chi, 34 — were known to
France’s intelligence services.
Cherif Kouachi was convicted
of terrorism in 2008 for being
involved in a network sending
radical fighters to Iraq.

The two should be consid-
ered “armed and dangerous,”
French police said in a bul-
letin, appealing for witness-
es after a fruitless search in
the city of Reims, in French
Champagne country.
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