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STRATTON

The Daily Astorian

Port of Astoria Executive 
Director Jim Knight asked 
the Port Commission Tues-
day: What should the Port 
do with North Tongue Point?

“I’d appreciate hearing 
your opinion about Tongue 
Point,” Knight said, adding 
that the Port would estab-
lish the parameters of dis-
cussions with the multiple 
groups that come forward 
with proposals for the land.

Nice idea, no money
North Tongue Point, 

somewhere between 30 and 
40 acres, includes five finger 
piers, a rail spur and Colum-
bia River channel access and 
more than 140,000 square 
feet of World War II-era 
hangar space meant for an 
amphibious U.S. Naval base.

The Port Commission 
unanimously voted Sept. 29, 
2009, to execute the lease 
on North Tongue Point with 
the Missoula, Mont.-based 
Washington Group, lasting 
10 years.

The majority of the Port 
Commission agreed that 
while the property has great 
potential, the Port doesn’t 
have the money to unilater-
ally improve it into a mod-
ern shipping facility, which 
Knight said would take hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

“Tongue Point is the only 
future for us right now,” said 
Commissioner Bill Hunsing-
er, referencing the area’s 
freedom from building re-
strictions in the Astoria Riv-
erfront Vision Plan. The land 
has rail and deep water ac-
cess to things that can’t be 
regained if the Port walks 
away, he said.

Hunsinger supports buy-
ing North Tongue Point, on 
which the Port’s lease from 
Washington Group runs for 
QHDUO\� DQRWKHU� ¿YH� \HDUV� DW�
more than $300,000 annually. 
The Port has spent about $1.6 
million on lease payments, 
said Knight, and has a fairly 
equal amount to pay in rent 
on the remainder of the lease. 
It has had multiple suitors for 
the property, but nothing has 
materialized in a deal.

“It’s a good location, but 
the Port can’t afford it them-
selves,” said Commissioner 
James Campbell, a previ-

ously stated proponent for 
keeping the lease at North 
Tongue Point. Campbell has 
been a tenant of the property 
since 1980 through Camp-
bell Towing & Marine Con-
struction.

Commissioner Robert 
Mushen said the worst thing 
to do would be to walk away 
from the lease, adding that 
while the Port doesn’t have 
the money to develop it, the 
best option is to find a part-
ner that does.

Commission Chairman 
John Raichl said that while 
he knows the least about 
the Tongue Point lease, he 
agrees it’s a dysfunctional 
property with potential that 
the Port should only stay in 
if it doesn’t jeopardize what 
the public already owns 
through the Port. He recom-
mended including the public 
in the decision.

The Port should get a 
consultant to tell it about 
shipping trends and the pos-
sibilities for North Tongue 
Point, said Commissioner 
Stephen Fulton.

A private port?
Knight said industry ship-

pers are looking at ways to 
privatize port operations. 
He asked commissioners if 
they’d be willing to privat-
ize North Tongue Point if 
it would ultimately create 
more jobs than are already 
there and improve the prop-
erty.

Oregon has been a pio-
neer in keeping its water-
way public, said Mushen, 
and he’d hate to see Tongue 
Point go private, even if it 
created some extra tax rev-
enue.

The Port needs to protect 
the multiple hundreds of 
jobs at North Tongue Point, 
he said, requiring any part-
ner to guarantee that em-
ployees would hire locally 
and provide continuity. Pa-
cific Coast Seafood’s tem-
porary plant subleased from 
Del Mar Seafoods accounts 
for most of the jobs, along 
with J&H Boatworks, J.E. 
McAmis Inc., NRC Environ-
mental Services and others.

The Port’s obligation is 
to its current tenants, said 
Raichl, and it has to make 
sure local jobs are being 
created by any venture. He 
reiterated the need for more 
public input.

Tongue Point: 
Nice but spendy

Foot patrols 
will become 
a priority

By NANCY 
MCCARTHY

The Daily Astorian

CANNON BEACH  
— Longtime resident and 
former Cannon Beach City 
Councilor Sam Steidel was 
sworn in as the city’s mayor 
Tuesday night.

Steidel, who ran unop-
posed in the November gen-
eral election, replaces Mike 
Morgan, who served as may-
or for six years.

The new mayor thanked 
KLV�VXSSRUWHUV�EULHÀ\�EHIRUH�
beginning the City Council 
meeting.

During the meeting, Po-
lice Chief Jason Schermer-
horn presented a master plan 
for the police department that 
includes a new mission state-
ment and several goals.

“We started developing 
this three years ago with a 
community forum and some 
‘coffee with a cop’ events,” 
Schermerhorn told the coun-
cil. “It contains the expecta-
tions the community has for 
us as well as expectations 
from the police department.”

The department’s three 
strategic goals are:

• Increase community 
contact through foot patrols 
and participation in commu-
nity events;

�� ,PSURYH� WKH� HI¿FLHQF\�
and effectiveness of depart-
ment operations;

• Establish a working en-
vironment that encourages 
teamwork, empowerment, 
communication and profes-
sional development.

Among the core values 
contained in the plan is a 
statement that the depart-
ment “embraces diversity 
in all its forms, and vows to 
treat all individuals equally, 
with empathy, compassion 
and respect.”

Schermerhorn said the 
department will, among other 
projects, increase downtown 
foot patrols and check local 
bars more often. The citizens 
police academy, which he 
directed while working for 
the Seaside Police Depart-

ment, will be expanded to 
include all law enforcement 
agencies in Clatsop Coun-
ty. The department also will 
assume responsibility for 
the Community Emergency 
Response Team, which the 
Cannon Beach Fire & Res-
cue had been supervising.

The department’s 
strengths, according to the 
plan, include an attitude that 
WKH�RI¿FHUV�FDQ�PHQWRU�HDFK�
other, a positive communi-
ty perception, an emphasis 
RQ� WUDLQLQJ�� ÀH[LELOLW\� DQG�
maintaining a low crime rate. 
However, the plan notes that 
the department’s weaknesses 
include a lack of experience, 
too many calls, a lack of op-
portunity to move up in the 
department and complacen-
cy.

Opportunities to over-
come those weaknesses, 
however, include partner-
VKLSV�ZLWK�WKH�¿UH�GLVWULFW�DQG�
local businesses, exploring 
“lateral mobility” that would 
LQYROYH� RI¿FHUV� EHFRPLQJ�
detectives and dealing with 
the increasing volume of 
tourists in town.

The plan notes that “inter-
nal and external” threats also 
exist that aren’t under the de-
partment’s control. By being 
aware of them and devel-
oping programs to respond, 
however, the department can 
“greatly reduce the potential 
for loss,” the plan says.

Those threats include 
employee retention, a tsuna-
PL�� ODFN� RI� D� GHWR[L¿FDWLRQ�
center, mental health issues, 
change and community per-
ception.

During the community 
forum held in November 
2013, those attending said 
the department’s highest 
priority should be patrols, 
including foot and bicycle 
patrols and building and 
business checks. That prior-
ity was closely followed by 
public assistance, including 
home security checks, mo-
torist assists, animal control 
and enforcing the city’s nui-
sance ordinance.

Emergency response 
ranked third on the list of 
community priorities, and 
that was followed by com-
PXQLW\� UHODWLRQV�� WUDI¿F� HQ-
forcement and criminal in-
vestigations.

Cannon Beach 
PD unveils 

strategic plan

NEWPORT (AP) — Au-
thorities say a sea turtle found 
hypothermic and emaciated last 
month on a southwest Wash-
ington beach is improving at a 
Newport aquarium.

A second cold sea turtle, 
found Friday on Washington’s 
Long Beach Peninsula, was 

dead on arrival Monday evening 
at the Seattle Aquarium.

Oregon Coast Aquarium 
spokeswoman Erin Paxton 
in Newport said Tuesday that 
the olive ridley turtle named 
6ROVWLFH� ÀDSSHG� KHU� ÀLSSHUV�
in water last weekend and has 
warmed up to her ideal body 

temperature of 75 degrees. She’s 
DOVR�HDWLQJ�ZHOO��$TXDULXP�RI¿-
cial Jim Burke says that while 
VKH� KDSSLO\� FKRPSV� ¿VK�� VKH�
spits out the nutrient-packed gel 
food supplement she’s offered.

Burke says putting the tur-
tle in a rehabilitation pool con-
¿UPHG� RQH� FRQFHUQ�� 6KH� KDV�

buoyancy issues that prevent 
her from diving below the wa-
ter’s surface. He says this is a 
common ailment for distressed 
turtles and he hopes the issue 
resolves itself.

The turtles were found far 
from the temperate waters of 
their normal winter range.

One turtle improves, one dies

Port mulls what to do with property

The Oregon Commission 
on Historic Cemeteries offers 
grants for preservation projects 
DW�TXDOL¿HG�KLVWRULF� FHPHWHULHV��
Projects funded in the past in-
clude marker repair workshops, 
fencing, signs, interpretive 
panels and brochures, security 
lighting, access improvements, 
records management and more.

Awards typically range be-
tween $1,000 and $4,000, but 

have been higher. Anyone can 
apply for a grant. While the 
grant applications are online, 
they are simple and commission 
staff can provide support.

“Our goal is to preserve 
Oregon’s historic cemeteries, 
so we try to make it easy for 
people to access funds to do 
that while ensuring the funds 
are appropriately used,” 
notes Kuri Gill, historic cem-

eteries program coordinator.
State law established the 

seven-member commission to 
maintain a listing of all historic 
cemeteries and gravesites in Or-
egon; promote public education 
RQ� WKH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI� KLVWRULF�
FHPHWHULHV�� DQG� KHOS� REWDLQ� ¿-
nancial and technical assistance 
for restoring, improving and 

maintaining their appearances. 
There are grant workshops 

on project planning and grant 
writing. A two-hour workshop is 
be Feb. 3 in Salem. A one-hour 
webinar is available on Feb. 5. 
For information, go to www.or-
egonheritage.org or contact Kuri 
Gill at Kuri.Gill@oregon.gov or 
503-986-0685.

Grants available for historic cemetery projects
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 Should I click on the 
 pop up that says 
 Flash Player needs to 
 be updated?

 Q:

 NO!! Virus authors will 
 frequently employ tricky 
 tactics to make their virus look 
 like something you should 
 trust. It’s important to get your 
 updates ONLY directly from 
 the publisher. Don’t click on a 
 pop up, but go to the 
 publisher’s web site, e.g. 
 Adobe.com for Flash Player. 

 A : LEO FINZI

 1020 Commercial #2
 503-325-2300

 M-F 10-6, Sat 12-5

 Astoria ’ s Best
 COMPUTER SALES, 

 SERVICES & REPAIRS

We make house 
calls.  Save 25% 
 to 50% vs. the 
 competition.

 JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
 DMD, FAGD

 503/325-0310
 1414 MARINE DRIVE, 

 ASTORIA
 www.smileastoria.com

 My daughter is 
 having her wisdom 
 teeth removed and 
 fillings put in at 
 the same time. 
 Is this safe?
 This is a common 
 combination and 

 generally a convenience for the 
 patient, fewer appointments, 
 less injections and less time 
 away from home or work. 
 Usually, filling procedures 
 would be done first before 
 extraction of wisdom teeth.

 Q:

 A :

 What is the best 
 way to get 
 results from my 
 limited 
 advertising  
 dollar?

 Q:

 The combination of a 
 print and online 

 audience is recession proof. 
 We have an excellent print and 
 online special for this time of 
 year.  Give your sales 
 representative a call today to 
 hear more about it!

 A : T HE  D AILY  
 A STORIAN

 Lisa Cadonau
 Advertising Representative

 503-325-3211
 www.dailyastorian.com

 949 Exchange St., Astoria, OR
 503-325-3211

 Does it cost more 
 to special order 
 furniture or 
 appliances versus 
 buying what is in 
 stock?

 Q:

 Not at Roby’s Furniture and 
 Appliance! There is such a 
 variety of choice available on 

 today’s marketplace that we are only able 
 to show the most popular models and 
 styles.  If you have a specific interest, need 
 or requirement, we are happy to order a 
 product that will suit your needs best... and 
 at the same sale price that you could expect 
 to pay as though it were in stock just the 
 way you want it.

 A :

 R oby’s
 Furniture & Appliance

 Tillamook • (503) 842-7111
 1126 Main Ave 
 Lincoln City • (541) 996-2177
 6255 S.W. Hwy. 101 
 Newport • (541) 265-9520
 5111 N. Coast Hwy.
 Florence •  (541)997-8214
 18th & Hwy. 101

 Astoria • (503)325-1535
 1555 Commercial Street

 Store Hours
 Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
 Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

 More Locations:

 If I file a homeowners 
 insurance claim, do I 
 have to use their 
 suggested restoration 
 company to perform 
 the work?

 NO. You are entitled to hire 
 whom you choose to work 
 on your home. Insurance 

 companies often will suggest that you 
 use their network provider from out of 
 the area but we suggest using a local 
 restoration company.

 Q:

 chris@coastrestoration.com 
 www.coastrestoration.com

 CCB# 193805

 Coastal Restoration LLC
 1140 G St.

 PO Box 2038
 Gearhart, OR  97138

 503-738-4357 (HELP)
 fax: 503-738-9601

 24 Hour Emergency Service: 
 503.738.HELP  (4357)

 licensed, bonded
 and insured

 A :

 My garden is 
 infested with 
 moles. How do I 
 get rid of them?
 You are in good company! 
 Moles are best controlled 

 with traps and baits. We can show you 
 how they work. Castor oil in spray or 
 pellet form is a very good deterrent. 
 Smoke bombs are also available with 
 varying degrees of effectiveness, as 
 are various breeds of canines. Since 
 moles are primarily carnivores, they 
 do the most damage to the roots of 
 plants by undermining them as they 
 dig. On the brighter side, moles do a 
 lot of good in the garden by eating 
 crane fly larvae and aerating the soil.

 A :
 34963 Hwy. 101 Business Astoria  •    503 -  325-1562

 BRIM’S
 Farm & Garden

www.brimsonline.com

 Q:

 For beautiful gardens 
 & healthy animals

 6 TH  & B OND  | A STORIA   | 503-325-4045

 Prices good Thursday through Saturday
 Open 9 – 5 :30 Tuesday Thru Friday • Saturday  9 – 5:00

 “Freshest Produce In Town”

 Columbia Fruit & Produce
 1# MINIS

 CARROTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EA   .99 ¢

 LARGE

 GREEN PEPPERS . . . . . . . . . 2/ .99 ¢

 GRAPE, PINT

 TOMATOES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EA
 $ 2 39

 RED & YUKON

 POTATOES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LB   .49 ¢

 NEW CROP, 1# TRAY

 STRAWBERRIES . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/
 $ 5 00

 KIWI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/ .99 ¢

 JONAGOLD & PINK LADY

 APPLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LB   .79 ¢

 As to ria  Ch iro p ra ct i c
 ACCE P T ING NE W  P AT IE NT S

 ANN GO L D E E N, D .C. | B ARRY  SE ARS, D .C.

 AUTO ACCIDEN TS
 W ORK -RELATED IN JURIES

 5 03 -3 25 -3 3 11     2935 M ARIN E DR • AS TORIA

 Don ’t dela y! Call toda y!
 W e bill m ost in su ra n ce

 com pa n ies, in clu din g M edica re

 W A NTED
 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber
 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


