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How Old Is Your
Christmas Tree?

Each year, a tree grows a new layer of wood
under its bark. By counting these layers,
called rings, you can discover the age of a tree.

This year, after you take the decorations off your
Christmas tree, count its rings! One ring equals
one year. (The bark is not a ring.) Can you find
out the age of your tree?
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The rings of a tree
can also show
what the climate of

the forest was during
different years.
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Look at the tree =
trunk pictured above. Some of the rings are wide and some of them My Christmas tree LC?IYYI\I}:I% COLUMBIA
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slower growth and narrow rings. Dark spots tell us that the tree that? In what year

survived a fire that year.
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Reading Rings Tells Past older than you? Find

By reading the rings of trees, dendrochronologists can read the story th;gﬂgvtvgittﬂ:v; in

of our planet, stories that reside in living trees and in logs used to
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Make a News Timeline say to the beaver?

1. Use a strip of paper 60" long to make the timeline.

2. Divide the strip into enough equal segments to show the
number of weeks left in the school year.

3. Find a newspaper article that interests you. Write the headline,
lead sentence and date of the article in the first segment.

4. Follow the newspaper for more stories about this news item
and add each story or commentary to the timeline.
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow multiple-step
directions.
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The Daily Astorian has several routes available in the Astoria area.
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