THE DAILY ASTORIAN * TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2015

NORTH COAST

3A

Man sentenced for downtown knife fight

By KYLE SPURR
The Daily Astorian

The man who sliced another
man with a knife on 11th and
Commercial streets in down-
town Astoria in March was sen-
tenced Friday to nearly six years
in prison.

James Edward Hahn, 38,
Seaside, was found guilty of

James Edward
Hahn

Another sea turtle stranded on Long Beach Peninsula

second-degree assault and not
guilty of first-degree robbery af-
ter a two-day trial in December.

Prosecutor Dawn Buzzard
said the second-degree assault
conviction comes with a man-
datory sentence of 70 months in
prison. The sentence was set at a
hearing Friday in Clatsop Coun-
ty Circuit Court.

Hahn’s defense attempt-

ed to challenge the mandatory
sentence, but was declined by
Judge Cindee Matyas.

“In this case, the victim has
his finger permanently dam-
aged,” Buzzard said. “The
testimony from witnesses was
Mr. Hahn was going after the
victim. It was not just some
accidental cut, according to the
witnesses.”

Astoria Police responded to
a report of a fight involving a
knife on March 1. The victim,
Kenneth McGregor, 40 at the
time, was found with a cut to
his hand. McGregor, who was
transported to Columbia Memo-
rial Hospital for his injuries, told
police Hahn was responsible for
the wound.

Hahn approached McGre-

gor and reportedly demanded
money that McGregor owed.
He then cut the man. The inci-
dent occurred in front of Silver
Salmon, where there were sev-
eral witnesses.

Hahn’s defense claimed he
had mental problems and was
too drunk to know what he was
doing. He blew a 0.20 blood al-
cohol content after the incident.

Video of pursuit

Cold sea
turtle treated
at Seaside

Aquarium

SEASIDE (AP) — An-
other sea turtle that washed
ashore on the Long Beach
(Wash.) Peninsula is be-
ing treated at the Seaside
Aquarium.

The turtle was found
Friday and stabilized at the
aquarium.

It will be taken to the Se-
attle Aquarium for rehabili-
tation.

The first turtle was found
Dec. 21 on the coast of
southwest Washington and
is recovering at the Oregon
Coast Aquarium in New-
port.

Some officials believe
currents and winds are car-
rying turtles into the cold
Northwest waters.

Courtesy of Tiffany Boothe
The strong south, southwesterly winds drive warm currents farther north; sea turtles of-
ten follow these warm water currents and when they dissipate, the sea turtles find them-
selves in water that is too cold for them. They get hypothermic and end up on the beach.

Engineering firm selected for FEMA flood map review

By KYLE SPURR
The Daily Astorian

The three local entities
hoping to challenge a recent
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency flood study
have hired the engineering
firm, Coast and Harbor En-
gineering from Edmonds,
Wash.

Coast and Harbor Engi-
neering, a division of the na-
tional firm Hatch Mott Mac-
Donald, was the lone bidder
for the project to review 1.3
terabytes of disputed FEMA
flood data.

The engineering firm was
hired for $19,400, which
will be split between the cit-
ies of Warrenton and Astoria
and Clatsop County.

The Port of Astoria has
shown interest in joining
the other entities and is
looking at grant funding
to help with the cost. The

Port may join at a later stage.
The lead engineer from
Coast and Harbor will be Dr.
Vladimir Shepsis, who was
suggested by other cities.

“Vladimir has been rec-
ommended by several oth-
er municipalities that had
him work for them,” War-
renton Mayor Mark Kujala
said. “He is one of the few
that know how to unravel
the years and years of data
FEMA used in the model-
ing.”

Warrenton — the lead
agency — discovered a dif-
ference in findings last year
between FEMA’s mapping
of Columbia River flood
levels and the city’s own en-
gineering study.

FEMA completed its
new flood study along the
coastline and in the Colum-
bia River estuary to devel-
op new flood insurance rate
maps. Preliminary maps

will be released in the spring.

Each local jurisdiction
has concerns with the data in
FEMA’s study.

FEMA’s mapping in-
cludes a data point that the
local governments consider
an anomaly, since it would
raise the base flood eleva-
tion from 12 feet to 13 feet
along the Columbia River
and in unincorporated areas
along Youngs Bay, Youngs
River and the Lewis and
Clark River.

Kujala said his city was
never able to get a straight
answer from FEMA about
the 1-foot difference until
recently when the agency
submitted piles of data that
could fill multiple filing cab-
inets.

Coast and Harbor has
previously done work along
the Columbia River and has
worked with FEMA. The en-
gineering firm will help the

Highway 101 takes a bath

After the heavy North Coast
rains that lasted late Sunday
through early Monday, more
than 4 inches of rain accumu-
lated on U.S. Highway 101,
two miles south of Seaside,
which is “really good” com-
pared to past flooding events
on that stretch of highway,
Oregon Department of Trans-
portation Public Information
Officer Lou Torres said.

“We had an awful lot of wa-
ter in a short period of time,”
Seaside Public Works Director
Neal Wallace said.

ODOT’s flood mitigation
project, completed in sum-
mer 2013, “has been real-
ly preventing the situation
from getting a lot worse,” he
said. The project involved
removing earthen berms on
wetland property owned by
the North Coast Land Con-
servancy adjacent to the
highway. This allowed al-
lowing water to move into
its natural area and disperse
more easily rather than con-
centrate much of it onto the
highway.

The department knew
from the very beginning that,
once finished, the project
“wouldn’t totally eliminate
high water there,” especially
in cases where heavy rains
and high tides coincide, Tor-
res said. But the project has
reduced the severity and fre-
quency of the flooding.

Instead of 5 to 6 inches
of water on the road, it could
have been 15 to 20 inches of
standing water absent the proj-
ect, and ODOT would have
had to close the highway. Since
the project was finished, there
have been no flood-related
closures on Highway 101, he
said.

ODOT is “pleased with how

the project worked out,” he said.

“It lessened the impact (of

the flooding), so that’s good,”
Wallace said.
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http://bit.ly/1AB3yvp

WANTED

[ Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber )

Northwest Hardwoods ¢ Longview, WA
Contact: Steve Axtell ¢ 360-430-0885 or John Anderson ¢ 360-2469-2500

paramedic
certification.

of you!

AMBULANCE

HAPPY 100TH
—— birthday to—

Marie Petrina
Henderson!

(maiden name, Gjovik)

Born in Astoria, January 6th 1915 to Peter and
Margreth Gjovik. Raised in Astoria with
brothers Walt, Olaf, Henry and Harold Gjovik.
Marie is an Astoria High graduate of 1932.
She lives with her son and daughter in-law in
Clackamas, OR. She has two granddaughters
with one living in SW Portland and the other

in Austin, TX.
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Kyle Harrington
Paramedic,
Medix Ambulance

local entities interpret FE-
MA’s data.

The expert review will
help the local entities decide
what action to take such as
filing an appeal, once FEMA
issues its preliminary maps
in the spring.

“Dr. Shepsis will review
the information and also
prepare us. He will tell us
if there are flaws or not and
prepare us to go forward
if we have to take action,”
Warrenton City Manager
Kurt Fritsch said.

The local entities have a
tentatively scheduled meet-
ing with FEMA in early
February, when the expert
review is expected to be
complete.

“There is a date set in
the first week of February
that could be moved back,”
Fritsch said. “That is our es-
timate for a deliverable re-
sponse from our consultant.”

www.DailyAstorian.com

ACCESSORIZE

WHEW!
I thought you said

EXERCISE again

Save this DATE
Feb 1st 2015
Super Bowl Sunday
3 Annual Accessorize with
Assistance League Sales Event
at theHoliday Inn Express
in Astoria

This years’ sale to include Garden
& Home Décor items, along with
upscale accessories! Donation
drop off sites will be ar Columbia
Bank branches afier Jan 1

assistance league®
the Columbia Pacific

Assistance League® of the Columbia
Pacific is a nonprofit organization
whose volunteers raise funds to assist
children in our community.

Texas.

had overturned.

traming in Texas wins

Coast Guard honor

Snapshot of guard life was finalist
The Daily Astorian

A video of high-speed pursuit training in Texas won
the Coast Guard’s video of the year competition.

A time-lapse video of guard life in the Columbia-Pa-
cific was one of the top 10 contenders.

The winning video, announced by the Coast Guard
on Monday, depicted tactical law enforcement training in

Second place went to a video of a leatherback turtle
rescue by Station Cape May in New Jersey.

Third place was awarded to a video of a rescue by Sta-
tion Bellingham in Washington of two men whose canoe

Watch the winning videos: http://1.usa.gov/1zZOGV2A

Recology plans to pick up
Christmas trees Jan. 13

Recology Western Oregon
holds its annual one-day Christ-
mas tree recycling pickup for
residents within the city limits
of Astoria Jan. 13, at no extra
charge.

Trees must be at the closest
street corner by 7 a.m. and meet
the following criteria: be free
of flocking and all decorations;

and trees that are over 5 feet in
height, or have trunks with a di-
ameter over 5 inches, must be
cut up into smaller pieces.

For details, or other tree
disposal and recycling options,
contact Recology Western Or-
egon at 503-861-0578 or toll
free at 866-908-1183, or email
RWOinfo@recology.com

Meet your councilor

The public is invited to
meet with Drew Herzig, Asto-
ria City Councilor for Ward 2,
from noon to 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day in the Flag Room at the

DUII
¢ At 1:13 a.m. Thursday, Or-
egon State Police arrested Erik
Lopez Ramos, 19, Longview,
for DUII and reckless driving
after Lopez Ramos rear ended

Astoria Public Library, 450
10th St. All are welcome to
come and share their thoughts,
suggestions, questions, and
concerns about Astoria.

another vehicle on U.S. High-
way 30 milepost 94 near Eagle
Lane. Lopez Ramos was trans-
ported to Clatsop County Jail
where his blood alcohol content
was measured at 0.11.
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GIFT REGISTRIES
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Astoria’s Premier Bed & Bath Store
FINE LINENS AND SO MUCH MORE!

1004 Commerecial St.,
Astoria, OR 97103
503-325-4400
 flS]o]

www.intheboudoirs.com

THANK YOU ALL!

The North Coast Chapter of ABATE of Oregon, Inc.
sincerely wishes to thank the following contributors and
supporters of our 2014 events. Your generous support
will result in providing assistance in 2015 for the local
food banks supporting families in Clatsop County that
need the assistance to put food on the table. We so
greatly appreciate your caring support!!

« AFSCME Local 2746, Astoria

- North Coast Chapter
Members & Officers

» Moose Lodge, Astoria

- Eleanor (Ellie) Thompson,
Long Beach, WA

- Astoria Sign Works, Astoria

« Fernhill Glass Studio, Astoria

« Industrial Customs, Astoria

- Keepsake Tattoo, Astoria

- Home Bakery, Astoria

. Jeffers Garden Inn, Astoria

« Lower Columbia Bowling
Lanes, Astoria

« Daily Astorian, Astoria

+ Don & Bobbie Kelly, Astoria

- Barbara Webb, Astoria

« Rollin Thunder BBQ, Astoria

« Astoria Warehousing, Astoria

« Mary Todd's Workers Bar &
Grill, Astoria

« “Bruce the Moose”
Westerlund, Astoria

« Amelia & Bob Williams,
Astoria

« Englund Marine, Astoria

« Markku & Michelle Tila,
Astoria

- Carl & Laura Earl, Astoria

- Driftwood Inn Gang, Cannon
Beach

« Colvin’s Pub & Grill,
Clatskanie

« Troller Restaurant & Lounge,
Garibaldi

« Laird Adkins, Hammond

« Buoy 9 Restaurant & Lounge,
Hammond

- Teevin Brothers, Knappa

+ Logger Restaurant, Knappa

« Vinson Brothers
Construction, Knappa

- Knappa Market, Knappa

« Columbia Motor Parts,
Knappa

+ Kinney & Sons Trucking/
Excavation, Knappa

« Woody's Rabbits Inc.,
Knappa

» JM Browning Logging &
Trucking, Knappa

« Judy Greendale, Seaside

- Seaside Muffler, Seaside

» American Legion, Seaside

- Elderberry Inn, Seaside

- Doogers Restaurant,
Seaside & Warrenton

« Shear Pleasures Salon &
Spa, Seaside

» Frank & Leighland
Heinrichs, Seaside

« L&D Race Tech, Warrenton

- Billy & Brenda Varozza,
Warrenton

« Dan Peden, Warrenton

« Pizza Hut, Warrenton

« V&V Leathers, Vernonia

- Pacific County Chapter of
ABATE, WA

« Norma's Seafood & Steak,
Seaside

- Relief Pitcher, Seaside

- Driftwood Restaurant,
Seaside

« Vern Weaver, Seaside

« Mick & Kris Inniss, Knappa

« Kelly Barendse, Knappa

« Vicki Wilcoxen, Key West, FL

- Linda Long, Astoria

- Al Jaques, Astoria

« Big Creek Coffee House,
Knappa

NORTH GCOAST
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