PORTLAND (AP) — Stand
on the roof of Portland and look
down. Way down.

You could die a dozen ways
up here. You could slip off the
open deck. You could fall down
the elevator shaft. A gust of
wind...a swinging beam...

Cables no thicker than Bic
pens run around the deck and
keep you safe.

Safe?

In the distance, Mt. Hood
feels about eye level.

It’s not natural to work up this
high unless you’re an ironwork-
er. These days, they’re crawling
all over the Park Avenue West
Tower, which pokes up behind
the downtown Nordstrom and
can already be seen from almost
any corner of the city.

Ironworkers are the ones
who swing iron, bully it into
place, weld it, bolt it and walk
on it with cat-like tread. The
only things that stop them are
ice, high wind or lightning,
which scatters them faster than
quitting time.

From the ground, they look
interchangeable in their hard
hats and reflector vests. Up
close, they radiate swagger.
They come off their shifts at
3:30 p.m., tools swaying from
their belts, maybe a cigarette
hanging from a lip, cracking
jokes, heading home.

They look at the Portland

skyline and see their handiwork.
They may toil in obscurity, but
their work will last long after
they’re gone.

“We don’t go to the office,”
says veteran ironworker Mark
Johnson, “we build it.”

Thus their nickname: Cow-
boys.

Like walking on a
sidewalk

Ironworkers such as John-
son and Brian Veelle are a tight
group and not exactly chatty.
Their work speaks for itself.
Why would anyone want to talk
to them about their jobs? Put
steel in their hands, they know
what to do. Routine. Repetitive.
No big deal.

“Way of life,” Johnson says.
Veelle nods. “Starts getting typ-
ical after a few floors,” he says.

Part of the job is having
a “very healthy respect for
heights,” Johnson says. But that
takes getting used to.

Working at elevation actual-
ly gets easier the higher up you
go, says Veelle, an ironworker
for 24 years. “You can’t focus.
You see just what’s in front of
you.”

Later, as if to demonstrate,
two men saunter along beams
little wider than their feet, sus-
pended over nothing. Nylon or
steel cables, strong enough to
withstand 5,000 pounds of force,
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Iron workers brave perils while building Portland tower

tether them to beams. Hard hats,
eye protection, gloves and over-
the-ankle boots complete the
uniform.

“After you do it for a while,
it’s like walking on a sidewalk,”
says beamwalker Paul Diaz,
once he’s safely back on the
deck.

Peril is everywhere
For months, the Park Av-
enue building has been rising
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Nik Pries, left, and Paul Diaz spread decking on the framework of the 23rd floor of the
Park Avenue West Tower currently under construction in downtown Portland.

from the dead after the recession
stopped construction for four
years. Work resumed in Feb-
ruary, ironwork in April. Now,
approaching pedestrians crane
their necks to take it in as iron-
work climbs at a pace of one
floor every four days.

When the building is finished
in December, 2015, it will be the
fourth tallest in Portland. Owned
by TMT Development, which
built the nearby Fox Tower (27
stories) and Broadway Building
(24), Park Avenue West will top
out at 501 feet, a third as high as
the Empire State Building. Of-
fices, retail and high-end apart-
ments will fill it. Hoffman Con-

Public meetings

MONDAY
Youngs River Lewis &
Clark Water District Board,
6 p.m., 34583 U.S. Highway
101 Business.
TUESDAY
Miles Crossing Sani-
tary Sewer District Board,
6 p.m., 34583 U.S. Highway
101 Business.

Dec. 29,2014
SMITH, Benjamin
Charles, 45, of Astoria, died
in Astoria. Hughes-Ransom
Mortuary in Astoria is in
charge of the arrangements.
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struction is the contractor.

Right now, it’s about half
done. The concrete core is
complete. Hoop skirts of iron
surround the core to the 25th
floor. Next come steel decks,
concrete floors and fireproof-
ing the beams. Exterior glass
already begins to enclose the
lower floors.

The top deck feels like a
plaza — open to the sky with
exhilarating views north, south,
east and west. You could have a
party up here, except the eleva-
tor only goes to 19, so revelers
would need to climb the last
three stories on ladders lashed to
a yawning elevator shaft.

Peril is everywhere, even just
walking on the corrugated deck.
Its three-inch ridges feel as ten-
uous as treading on train tracks.
Wind blows from all directions,
capable of lifting a hardhat and
landing it blocks away.

And it’s noisy. While the
wind moans through the iron lat-
ticework, the air booms, crack-
les, buzzes and whines, echoing
off surrounding buildings.

Ironworkers don’t seem to
notice the noise or danger. They
yank on beams dangling from
the crane with chokers — ca-
bles — thick enough to anchor
ocean liners. A welder showers
the deck with sparks.

Some of the 42 workers on
this job — one is a woman —
bash bolts with eight-pound
sledgehammers. Others attach
cables so beam walkers can
tie off. Handrail guys install
stairs. A raising gang secures
iron for the crane. A bellman
talks to the crane guy, telling
him to “boom up,” “boom
down.” As soon as a load of
iron lifts into the air, a second
bellman on the top deck takes
over talking to the crane.

Beams arrive by flatbed
truck, 3,600 tons for the entire
building. They start as steel,
forged in mills in Indiana and
Arkansas, then are loaded
onto trains to Tigard, where
they’re cut, drilled, sanded
and bent into shape for every-
thing from ceiling beams to
vertical posts. Once fabricat-
ed, steel is called iron. A sin-
gle beam can weigh 14 tons,
as much as two elephants.

Knappa water flushing on tap

KNAPPA — The Knappa
Water Association is flush-
ing water mains from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., starting Tuesday.
Users may expect periods

On the record

Safeway theft arrests

* At 5:34 a.m. Saturday,
Astoria Police arrested Lacy
Rose Buck, 24, Astoria, for
third-degree theft after she
allegedly stole several items
from Safeway, placed them
in her satchel and drove away
from the store. Employees got
her license plate number and
reported the theft.

e At 9:07 p.m. Tuesday,
Astoria Police cited and re-
leased Robert Shawn Murphy,
21, Astoria, for third-degree
theft at Safeway.

Burglary arrest

* At 1:29 a.m. Wednesday,
Astoria Police arrested Paul
Brian Hurst, 23, Klamath
Falls, for first-degree bur-
glary, first-degree theft and
and third-degree criminal
mischief. Police found Hurst
stealing several boxes of
household items from a resi-
dence at 2853 Marine Drive.

DUII arrests
* At 3:14 p.m. Friday, Dec.
19, Astoria Police arrested
James Schneider, 53, tran-
sient, for DUII at West Ma-
rine Drive and Hamburg Ave-
nue. Police received a driving
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www.DailyAstorian.com

of low water pressure and/
or cloudy water. If these
conditions persist, call the
Knappa Water office at 503-
458-6461.

complaint that a dark blue
minivan with no license plates
was swerving on the Youngs
Bay Bridge. Police located
Scheider, who had a reported
blood alcohol content of 0.18.

* At 2:33 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
20, Astoria Police arrested
Douglas Reid, 40, Astoria,
for DUII at the Mini Mart.

Officers were leaving another

call when they saw Reid park

at the Mini Mart and noticed
he appeared impaired. After

a field sobriety test, Reid was

arrested. Reid’s blood alcohol

content was 0.14 police said.

Crash

* At 1:12 a.m. Wednesday,
Oregon State Police respond-
ed to a vehicle vs. elk crash
on U.S. Highway 26 near
milepost 11. A Volkswagen
was traveling westbound and
crashed into elk, lost control
after the collision and rolled
onto the passenger side com-
ing to a rest in the eastbound
lane. Medix transported the
passenger, John E. Heiss, 85,
of Huntington Beach, Calif.
The driver, Steve P. Heiss, 36,
of Huntington Beach, Calif.
was not injured in the crash.
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo
and, for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 10 a.m. the

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/obituaryform,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-
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