ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

The hour was on us; where the man?
The fateful sands unfaltering ram,
And up the way of tears

He eame Into the years,

Our pastoral captain, Forth he came,
As one that answers (o his unme;
Nor dreamed bow high his charge,
His work how falr and large—

To set the stones back in the wall
Lest the divided house should fall,
And peace from men depart,
Hope and the chlldilke beart.

We looked on him; " 'Tis he," we sald,
“Come crownless and unhernided,

The shepherd who wiil keep

The Bocks, will fold the sheep.”

taknlg’bu:. yea; yet "twas the mlen
Presaging the Immortal scene,
Bome battle of His wars

Who sealeth up the stars.

Nor would he take the past hetween
His bands, wipe valor'a tablets cleun,
Commanding greatnesas waolt

Ti1 he stand at the gute;

Not he would eramp to one smail head
The awful laurels of the dead,

Time's mighty viatuge cup,

And drink all bonor up,

No flutter of the banners bold
Borne by the lusty sons of old,
The baughty conguerdirs

Bet forward to thelr wars;

Not his thelr blare, thelr pageantries,
Thelr goal, thelr glory, was not his;
Humbly he came to kee

The flocks, to fold the sheep.

The need comes not without the man:
The presclent hours uncensing ran,
Apd op the way of tears

He came loto the years,

Our pastoral captaln, skilled to crook

The IF"' Into the pruning hook,

The simple, kindly man,

Lincoln, American,
. —New York Independent.
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Aunt Selina’s Valentine i

THE postman's whistle was clear

Ty

A b i b b s &

and shrill that morning, the 14th of

February, and ns he lifted the
knocker on Aunt Seling’s narrow green
door the kound echoed through the Lhouse
and reached the ears of the little ludy,
who hastily threw aside the brash she
wans using and, shuking the duost from
her long print apron, opened the door
with a pleasant smile.

The smile vanished, however, and o
ook of surprise took its place ns she was
glven a large square envelope, pure
white, and tied with dainty pink ribbons
and guaint little bows, which even her
nimble fingers found it hard to untie; but
a little Inter it was spread out on the
table before her, a valentine, all lace and
flowers and satin bows, with two angels
bearing up a llne of love,

Aunt Selina's face was a study, In-
deed, she made a picture sitting there by
the old fireside trying to solve this mys-
tery, and when evening came and when
ahe went to feed her chickens and dog
Rover, her only companions, she was still
aeking herself over und over:

“Who in all the wide world ean care
enough for me to send me such a mes-
suge of love?”

Annt Selinn’s 1ife had been a quiet one;
her mother had died while she wns o
¢hild, and, with the help of an old nurse,
she had been housckeeper for her father
and one brother, older than herself, nnd
when this brother murried she was Aunt
Seling, not only to his children, but to
their little friends as well, for her suuny
nature made her a favorite with them
all. When her father died she wus left
with the cottage and little gardon and
enough money to live comfortiily in &
quiet way,

But, thongh 30 years of nge, she had
never hnd a lover, so now as her mind
ran over the gentlemen whom she knew
she could think of no one who would
gond her a valentine. Still there was the
Baysville postmark, the town where she
lived, and once again she went through
her list of acquuintances.

“Phere's Dencon Hayes—but he (s so
old and gray It can't be he. And Carlos
Brown, he slts in the pew at my right,
but he I8 renlly too poor to think of
taking a wife.”

For, some way, Aunt Belina felt that
it meant that, else why shonld one seml
s0 costly a valentine to an old maid?

Once she thought of asking the post-
man, and then laughed at the ldea. As
if he would know, He was & bachelor
of middle age, and rumor sald that he
had no lking for Indies' society, owing to
wome experience before coming to Bays-
ville,

Aunt Selina thought that his manner
bore out this statement, as he had made
fow friends and seemed not to eare for
the cheerful “Good morning” which she
gave him whenever he stopped at her
advor.

It must be confessed that when the
next Bunday came, Aunt Belina was nn-
usually careful of her dress. Bhe wore
her new black silk, and her wavy brown
hair was neatly colled beneath the small
velvet bonnet, which she had fréshened
up with a new satin bow, for she felt
sure that her valentine frlend would be
at church that morning, and as she en-
tered the color rowe in her falr face, for
she felt that the deacon had spoken
more kindly than usual, as she cams
up the gravel walk, Mr. Brown had tuk-
en her hand in greeting and 'SBquire Wat-
kins, her father's old friend, had in-
quired for her health.

As she went back to her qulet home
she wondered if a brighter future were
in store for her, something besides the
loneliness that had been her lot for many
years.

Time passed, and at length, hearing
sothing more from the sender of her val-
entine, she decided that either he did not
wish to be known, or had not the cour-
age to carry the matter farther, so the
little token waa lald away, the one ro-
mance of Aunt Ballna's life,

One day a boy eame running to her
Jdoor with & message, which read:

#] am very sick; will you come to me?
Your postman, JOHN MOORE.

“Bleak House, Baysville,”

Yes, Aunt Salina would go, she was
always ready to help the suffering, but
when she entered the room where John
Moore lay, the nurse cgme quickly to-
ward her, telling her that he had not
long to live, and she thought the same
when she saw what a wreck the fever
had made of the once strong man,

Perhaps it was his constitution that
brought him through, or it may have
been Aunt Selina’s cheerful face and gen-
tle ways, for John Moore did not die,
although it was many weeks before he
could travel his rounds agaln, and dur-
ing that time Aunt Belina learned how
much he had eared for her, snd that it

BORN FEBRUARY 12, 1800,

# Let ns have faith that right makes might} and in that faith let us dare to
do our duty as we understand it."”

was he who had sent the valentine, hop-
ing the little moessage would, In some
way, help him to gain her love, for It
wns not true, the report which the gos
sips of Baysville hud brought againsi
him, but more n reserved nature which
had made him seem indifferent to thoso
who would like to have been his friends.

Aunt Selina soon found that he was A
noble, true-hearted man, one she could
trust with her whole love and life, and
when he asked:

“Will you share the home 1 have made
ready with the thonght of you?" she did
not refuse, but n little later went quiot-
ly into the church which the childeon
had filled with flowers, and when she saw
the sweet blossoms and realized that all
this hnd been done for her, teurs of hap-
piness filled her eyes and she thought:

“How fair is life and all changed for
me by the aid of a valeutine."—Indian-
upolis Sun.

LINCOLN'S LIFE

Characteristics of the Great Emanci-
pator as Told in Paragraphs.
The famillar eabin of Lincoln's child-
hood could more properly be termed a
enmp, for, instend of being made of logs,
it was built of poles, wis sbout fourteen
feet square and had no floor.

In youth he was an ardent advocate
of temperance, and delivered discoucses

on cruelty to animals and the horrors of

war., He llked stump-speaking muoch
more than the ax he had to wield so
often.

Among the first situntions he ahtained
after coming of age and striking out for
himself was as a flat-boat hand to New
Orleans. The slave auction he witness-
ed there bore the ripe fruit of after years,
It Is said that then and tlrere, In May,
1831, the iron agninst slavery entered
his soul

Tall, lanky, sallow, dark and slightly
stooping he was in appearance, being a
museular 6 feet 4 at 17. His dresa in
those diys was all tanned deer hide, coat,
tronsers and moceasing,
wenring garments of fur and wool, dyed
with the juice of the butternut or white
walnut, wag just being adopted in lsis
neighborhood, and Lincoln was not 2
person to take the lead in elegnnce.

Lincoln had véry little actual school

education, his first goings, at the age of

10, were in Indianna, to a woman named
Hazel Dorsey. He was often taken from
school to work or hire out. At 14 he
went again to Andrew Crawford’s gchool,

The luxury of

HOUSE IN WHICH LINCOLN
DIED GOING TO DECAY.

e rapid deeay of the honse in Wash-
Ington in which Abrahsm Tincoln died s
attracting public attention, and it is prob-
able that something will be done fo pre-

perve It. It contains the Oldroyd col-
leetion of Linecoln relics, and untll re-
contly wag in the eare of private tenants,
who charged a small admission fee to
visitors. Now it s in the core of a so-
ciety, but nothing has been done to pre-
serve or repair the walls or the interior.
The house la directly ncross the stroet
from the site of Iord’s Theater, where
Lincoln wans shot.

LINCOLN'S NARROW ESCAPE,

Flendish Plot to Inocnlate Him with
the Emnalipox.

The demand for an additional body-
guard around the White House recalls an
incident of the civil war within the mem-
ory of many residents. During the excit-
ing perlod of '61 great fears were enter-
tained for the =afety of the President,
nnd every precaution was taken to insure
his personal protection.

One morning there appeared at the
White House a woman, closely veiled,
demanding an Immediate interview with
Mr. Lincoln, Approaching Messenger
Perkins, who guarded the door of Mr.
Lincoln's private office, the visitor mnde
known her request and pleaded ecarnestly
that she be admitted to a personal inter-
view. The doorkeeper's orders were, how-
ever, very satrict, and finding her eloquence

Beggers and Charity.

CLERGYMAN In an lowa town tried an experiment
pot long sgo. ¢ returning from his summer Vaca-
tion he determined that, before shaving the beard
which formed an effectunl disgulse for hls features,
he would furtber disguise himself and go calling as

a tramp. He put on & sult of very old and ragged clothes
and went from one house to another among his parishion-
ers, asking for food. The results were discouraging. Then
he went home, shaved himself, put on his proper ralment
and preached n sermon on the lack of Christian charity in
his congregation. ,

There wns a time when the wayside beggar had some
renson to accuse those who refused him ald of being un-
true to the name of Ohristian citizens. Fifty or seveuly-
five years ago, in this country, the poor and helpless had
o way to save themselves from starvation but by begging.
If they wanted to go from one place to another they had
to walk, and depend for food on the charity of people who
lived along the road. This charity could be dispensed with
little tax on the giver, becanse the people lived on thelr
farms, and conld often glve work ns well as food.

The modern tramp Is too often a dellberate parasite,
with no excuse for his vagabondage., Times have so
changed that It 18 easy for the undeserving to prey on so-
clety, 1t is true that in a Christlan community it should be
impossible for any worthy person to suffer from want of
thie necessarles of life, and even the undeserving ought to
be taken care of somehow, but private charity is not equal
to the task, At any rate, the way to extend private charity
{8 not to give Indiseriminately to nnybody who comes by
and meglect those whom one knows to be really helpless,
and most people have not money enough to minlster to both
classes of dependents,—Whashington Times.

Canada Yery Much Alive.

HE Canadians would make very good Amerleans If
they were not so obstinately Canadian, This Is
ghown by the present wonderful prosperity of the
Dominfon, In ten years her trade has lncreased by
nenrly £200,000,000, In a single year the inerense 1s

$40,000,000. Exports of manufactures are $18,500,000 In

1002, against $7,000,000 in 1803, In the same perlod agrl-

cultural exports have doubled, The tremendous encrgy and

guccess of the Canadlan workers are indicated In the fact
that deposits In savings banks have doubled in four years.

Assets of Canadinn banks grew In that time from §243,-

400,000 to £448.500,000, the note clreulation showing a lke

increase. Six years ago Canuda was thought to be losing

population by emigration to the United States. Massachu-
getts was complaining of the influx of peasants from Can-
adn, and all along the lpe to Oregon there was sald to be
an Incoming current. Now this Is all changed, Immigrants
are flocking Into Canada from the Unlted States—farmers,

ranohmen, miners and other actlve clnsses, From 11,000
in 1807 the Immigrants have Increased to 70,000 in 1002,
one-third of these being actlve workers from the United
S{ates. As respects the creation of needed rallways RCross
the eontinent and In the fur Northwest, Canada Is very

progressive, as also In establishing transoceanie stenmship
lines and submarine cables to connect with Kurope on one
side and Asin and Australin on the other, Our Northern
neighbor seems to be very much nlive.—Baltimore Sun.

Monotony and Work.

T 18 only natural in the busiest age the world has ever
spen that there should he murmurings of discontent at
the burdens of Iife, and that, while all the world s al
work, the workers should find ocenslonally thelr un-
varying toil in fixed occupitions in some degree monot-

onous. The complaint of monotony Is not confined to the
workers In any craft, professlon or pursuit. The lawyer,
the doctor, the mechanie, the factory worker, the farmer,
the housewlfe, the day laborer, are at times disturbed by
the questioning whether, after all, they are getting ade-
quate return, not wmerely in money, but In bappiness and
buman satigfaction, from thelr endeavors.

Meére task work Is harder to do than that which 18

undertaken with enthuslasm, and this enthusiasm comes

frow interest In the labor at hand, What is sheer drudgery
to one man will be u delight to another: hard work in the
torm of recreation Is only play; and, therefore, the lm-
portance of choosing one's work wisely, so that It be in
conformity with one’s tastes, inclination and capacities, 13
very great. But after every effort has been made to select
a pursult wisely, it still remains a fact that the man who
has made the wisest chollee will have to do mueh unpleas-
ant work: while for the vast majority freedom of choice ia
greatly restricted. Hard work must be done, and he who
thinks or hopes that his days are to “flow on In ever-gentle
current of enjoyment” la generally doomed to disappoint-
ment. Even the Idle are disappointed In attalning that
kind of happiness, bechuse they are deprived of the chlef
interest of life, which comes from the consclousness of
work well done, and are beset by the weariness which 1s
called ennul.

Happiness, in the modern view, does not conslst In mere
pleasure—which the experience of the world teaches Is more
elusive the more eagerly and sedulously it Is pursued, bhut
in the fmproved circumstances, “In the developnient of new
capaclties of enjoyment and in the pleasure which active
existence naturally gives.” If this discontent takes the
form of pessimlsm and unbridied ambition, it means mis-
ery; but the alm should be to atinin reasoned and regulated
discontent, which is the spur to endeavor, together with a
due renlization of the reasons which we have to be content
and happy.—Philadelphla Publle Ledger.

New Wheat and Cotton Fields.

MONG the most remarkable movements of our tima

on the part of the principal industrial and commer-

olal nations of Europe are thelr efforts to free them-

solves from dependence on outsiders for their food

supplles and the raw materlals for manufacturing.
Ohief nmong these are wheat and cotton, and the two coun-
trles that are glving the most attention fo the subject are
Hogland and Germany.

For gome time India afforded a respectable supply of
cotton. To Increase the revenue the Indian govermment
put an lmport duty of § per cent on munufactured cotton,
but the outery raised In Lancashire brought pressure from
the British government, and a § per cent export duty was
imposed on Indlan-made cotton, with disastrons results to
the Indian cotton-mill owners, many of whom have had to
go inte liguidation. The Increase of raw cotton exports
from Indin 18, therefore, probable.

The British Colonial Office has been turning Its attentlon
to cotton growing In its east and west African crown colo-
nies, in all of which the conditions for the production of
that staple are eminently favorable. Then, on the Nile,

great expectations are formed from the exploitation of the

new territory to be brought under Irrigation through the
new dam at Assouan, and to assure that the output of raw
cotton from Bgypt shall not be diverted, nn export duty of
§ per cent on manufactured cottons lias been lmposed by
the British-Bgyptlan administration, the duty on imported
cottons belng the same. The export duty on raw cotton 1a
1 per cent.—New York SBun.

No Use for Bachelors.

HE Argentlne Republie, or, rather, one of the emnlk

ftntes that compose It, has no use for bachelors.

The law holds that o man {s marringeable fn Argen-

tinn when he Is 20. The Exchequer glves point to

the opinlon by taxing all bachelors of between 20
and 80 §5 a qmnlh. After 80, and up to 85, the tax in-
crenses 100 per cent. Between 85 and 60 single blegsedness
costs $20 a month, From his fiftleth to his seventy-fifth
year o bachelor may follow his own wild rond by paying
In £30 o month. After that comes rellef. The viclous ex-
ample of an unmarrled wan of between 0 and BO Is con-
sldered to be neutralized by a payment of only §20 a year,
and when the elghtleth birthday {s passed, the treasury
flnally ceases from worrylng. A widower is given three
yeurs In which to mourn and choose a successor, but 4 man
who can prove that he has proposed and been refused three
times In one year l8 consldered to have earned Immunity,
Here, one would think, Is an easy loophole, but the law I
gald to act like a ¢harm.—London Chronicle,
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§ ONE OF ETHAN ALLEN'S EXPLOITS % body’s,

ing but for me'

B St as s s s sc e s st ns e

Ethan Allen will aiways be remem-
bered as the man who took Fort Ti-
conderogn, though he did other notable
things during the Revolution. Fro-

the Century Magnzine, “The Prologue
of the Amerlcan Revolution” tells of

my breast, if any-|by comparison, sometimes. It the

They would have done noth- Himalnyas are the youngest the Oz-

arks are the oldest of the mountaln

The commandant hesitated, but final- | ranges, and between the dates which
1y told the prisoners he would let them |gave them
live to grace the halter at Tyburn,

Allen's courage saved both his own |nines, the Alps, the Andes, the Neva-
Hife and that of hils men,

admiratlon even of 8ir Guy Carleton, |the great! mountain ranges of Australin
fessor Justin H. Smith, in an article In | the Governor of Quebec.

birth the Rocky moun-
talns, the Appnlachians, the Apen-

It won the|das, the Cireasslans, the Caucusus,

and Afrien had birth, Yet these wera
not veared suddenly by some contl-

and at 17 he saw the last of his school all in vain, she finally compromised by
doys under & man named Bwaney. All | confiding her message to the conrteous
the education he obtained afterward was but firmm employe, Taking him to one
through his own exertions, *'Education side, the veiled lady took both his hands
defective” was his own definition given in hers and tenderly rubbed them as she
to the eompiler of the Dictionary of Con- extracted a promise that he would Imme-
gress, althongh it was not a pleasant diately deliver her request to the Presi-
thought to him. dent. Perkins was almost overcome by &
— most peculiar odor that appeared to ema-
Being raised in a community supersti- nate from his companion, and hastened to
tious in the extreme, Lincoln believed in get rid of her without creating a scene.
supernatnral portents all his life, Il No sooner had he accomplished this than
day he considered fatal to every enter- he confided to one of the household the
prise, and, as it turned out, well be | effect produced upon him while in con-
might. He had many dreams which he versation with the importunate visitor.
considered forecasts of coming events, A physician who was present promptiy di-
once sending a telegram to his wife to vined the truth and instituted a search
take away "Tad’s” plsto), as he had had for the woman, when it waa learned that
a bad dream sbout him, A good dream she had driven rapidly away in a carriage,
presaged the victories of Antletam, Mur- | and all trace was lost. Perkins was im-
fraesboro, Gettysburg and Vieksbhurg. He mediately ordered to return to his home
related an i1l one just before his assas- ) and await developments.
slnation. Within the usual period he was taken
ill with one of the worst cases of viru-
lent smallpox on record, and for weeks
Iny at the point of death, Upon his re-
covery the faithful messenger, whose de-
votian to duty doubtless saved the life of
the President, was appointed by Mr. Lin-
coln to a permanent position on the cleri-
cal force of the War Department, which
office he has continued to hold up to date,
being one of the most eficient clerks om
the rolls.

Man of the People.

The birthday of Abraham Lincoln may
well recall the principles which he rep-
resented, for which he labored and for
which he endured a martyr's death.
There 1s no more popular figure in Amer-
{ean history than that of Abraham Lin-
co'n, He was preeminently a man of
the people. Bprung from the people, he
always remained onme of them. Men sd-
mired George Washington, but it was
an admiration mingled with awe, The
people both loved and revered Lincoln.
“Lord Needmonnuelgh ssked me If he | President or rail splitter,he was the same
could be my valentine.” plain American citizen, In whom hon-

“And you told him—" eaty was an instinct, and whose patriot-

“That thers was 100 much postage due | ism_was part of his very soul.—Charles
on him." A. Dana.

o less famillar adventure of Allen's,

Ethan Allen was a large specimen of
a man, with o big heart. He was a pa-
triot, a fighter, rash, given to swagger,
but very far indeed from witless, After
the Ticonderoga affalr he wns ousted
from his command by his enemies, and
was therefore eager to make good hls
brilllant reputation.

He planned an attack on Montreal in
the fall of 1770. Through the failure
of his fellow plotter to come to his
assistance, Allen aod his handful of
men were captured after a daring but
futlle resistance, and led before Gen-
eral Prescott in the barrack yard at
Montreal.

It was an extraordinary scene. On
one side stood a British officer, hand-
somely uniformed, sword at slde, On
the other was Allen, a son of the for-
est, in deerskin jacket, cowhlde boots,
a red woolen cap on his unruly halr
all stained with mire and smoke.

“Who are you?' demanded Prescott,
in a tone to make the most courageous
quail,

“My name ls Allen."”

“Are you the Allen who took Tlcon-
derogn 7"

“The very man.'

At this Prescott “put himself In a
great fury,” as Allen sald afterward,
brandlshed hig eane over the prisoner's
pead, and Joaded him with hard
naumes,

Allen shook his mighty fist at him.
“Offer to strike, and that's the beetle
of immortality for you! I'm not used
to belng ecaned!”

Pregeott turned his eye upon the cap-
tured soldiers and ordered a guard to
buyonet them.

Stepping between his men and the
British, Allen tore open his walstcoat
and shirt, and cried to Prescott, “I am
the opne to blame, not they! Thrust

MISSOURI I8 ANCIENT.

Alps Are Infants Compared with the
Aye of the Uzarks,

Men spenk In wonderful words of
the beauty of Jura, of the grandeur
of Bverest, of the awednsplring ean-
yons of the West, of the Andes and
the Alps; but no man has ever looked
upon & scene more incitive to thought
and profound meditative Imagination
than the rugged hilly of the lower G-
arks. He who elimbs the Jurn stands
npon o peak of the modern world,
but the man who stands upon the
highlands of Ozark county looks upon
land so old that the braln becomes
weary In attempting to measure [ts
ages, thongh measurement be wmade
In epochs—not In thousands of yeats,
suys the St. Louls Republle, The
Himalayn mountaing have during
gome thousands or mlilllons of yenrs,
poured thelr déposita into that body of
water which we know as China sea,
and by filling the basin of that sea
have deposited so much alluvium that
the empire of China, with its untaold
population, now occuples the space
over which the watér once flowed un-
restralned. Look to your maps nnd
note how large the lowlnnds of China
are: conjecture the depth of the al-
luvinm deposit in those lowlands and
then comprehend, If you can, the ages
during which the Himalaya moun-
taing have been busy flling up the
basin of the sea, and by wash of the
tides and overflow of the rivers bulld-
ing the land of China a8 we know It
to<lay. The braln wearles of the ef-
fort. We are incapable of compre-
hending such almost Infinite tlme;
and yet we do know that the moun-
talns of Asla are the youngest moun-
taln ranges on earth, and that the
lowlands of China belong to the last
days.

We may grasp a suggestion of facts

nent ereating exploslon, but slowly,
surely, tenderly, as It hecomes mother
earth to develop her glant children.

Juvenile Gallantry.

He was a tiny little fellow, surely
not more than § years old, and as he
called for his afternoon papers at the
corner of 12th and Mauarket streeta
many people gazed at him with min-
¢led mmusement and pity. He had
long brown curls, wet with the drench-
ing rain, and his shrill little volce
had a baby lisp. A very stout, elderly
womnn, apparently welghing close to
200 pounds, paunsed at the south slde
of Market street and looked askance
at the mininture river of slush and
water and at the passing procession
of wagons and trolley ears. The lttle
newsboy was quick to slze up the situ-
ation, Running up to her he exclaim-
eil:

“Don't be afrald, Indy, I'll help yow
acrons,”  Reaching up his tiny Nttle
hnnd he elutched her by the arm,
and  together the ridlculous pale
threaded thelr way to the opposite
eurb. Then the stout womnn opened
her purse, gravely handed the little
fellow n eoin and disappeared into the
eading Terminal.

oyal Fads.

“The papers say that Queen Alexan-
dra's hobhy 18 clocks."

“yes, and 1 noticed the other day
that one of her royal slsters ls very
tond of fine poultry.”

sWell, T faney It requires n much
higher degree of futelligence to set w
hen than to set a clock."—Cleveland,
Plain Dealer.

“Getting marrled,” the women say,
“means so much to a girl;" intlimating
in a side-swiping sort of a way that &
doesn’'t mean more to & man thau geb-.
ting shaved.
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