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{The Sale of an
Autograph

m. o | ever knew, | shuddered af Gin
knowing we possessed bis secret lest
be murder us to prevent our giving it
to the authorities, Hunt suld to him:
“Do you buy autographs here?”
“Sometimes.
“I have one 1 would ke to sell you
“Whose autograph s it T
“Not a very distinguished person

It Brought a Fortune to a Family
That It Had lmpovenshed

By ARTHUR TURNER BEALE
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When | weut luto my oew house | o0 1 this time he did not suspect we | Earlier Legisiation Recommaended by

desired to have ove room o It as an
tigue as possible. That room Is my
Ubrary Among the furniture 1 de
plred was a desk. | looked about ey
erywhere for one that 1 could be sure
was very old and at last found one
that fOlled my wishes. Upon gelting
it Into my libmary |
drawor and after dusting It wiped It
with & damp cloth | noticed that
every bit of space In the desk was
converted Into use excepl a rectangu
lar area which seemed 1o have been
omitted A bit of veneering na large
as the tip of my fnger had become
loosened. In pressing oo it | released
a secrel dmwer. There was ouly one
plece of paper in the drawer, but Il

unlocked every

Ny dongd

VECHI HEAUD 1S DOOM.
was lmportant. It was sddressed on
the back to Peter Driscoll and was
dated April 5, 1806 It read

Send the balance of the property al

once or tAke Lhe consequences
NEMO
1 am endowed with a falr amonnt
of curiosity and, fortunately for me.
bave the means to gratify it. 1 tele
phoned a prominent detective agency
to send me a good man It seat
me Evan Hunt Showing bim my
desk, | told him where | had bought
it and directed him to trace its own-
ership. The pext day he reported that
the storekeeper from whom | bhad pur
chased (i bad obtained Tt from the
estate of Peter Driscoll, a8 man who
had been found murdered ome morn-
ing in his bed
1 was very much moved by the news
I saw at once that the discovery of the
paper placed upon me an obligation to
turn the letter over to the authorities
But as | am of a retiring dlsposition |
did not relish being mised op In &
murder ease. | concluded to prosecute
gany lovestigations further before mak
ing the matter public. Pledging my
detective to secrecy, | showed him the
paper 1 had taken from the desk and
directed bim to find the writer The
signature “Nemo” was undoubtedly as
sumed. But the detective belleved the
bandwriting was that of the person
who had made the demand since those
who levy blackmall are not llkely to
fmpart a8 knowledge of what they are
+doing to any one else

It wua fully a month before he re
ported that he bad found a man whom
be belleved to be the writer of the
Jetter. No clew had ever beep found
to lead the police to the murderer of
Peter Driscoll. Hunt had secured an
acquaintance with Driscoll's family
They bad been rich, but discovered at
the death of thelr father that the prop-
erty, which had consisted of Interest
bearing stocks and bonds, had dlsap
peared. They had concluded that be
had been speculating and lost It They
had been obliged to give up the hand
some house In which they lived and
had sold thelr forniture at aoction
Hunt questioned them to discover If
they suspected thelr father's property
bad passed to the man who had writ
ten the letter, but found they had
never heard of him.

A grest many discoveries are stum-
bled on. Hunt stumbled on the man
who wrote the letter. He talked with
overy one who had known Driscoll
and learned Incldentally from ons of
Driscoll's mcquaintances, a banker,
that Driscoll had kept an account with
him.  Hunt succeeded In Induclug the

]
!!u the family of the man 1o whom this
1

Nevertholoss we ask a large price for
"
“1 don't wish to buy any autograph
for a large price.” )
“You will pay a fortune for this one,

1 am sure. when you koow whose It |

"
“Whose Is 1t
“Your own.”
The man gave an lnvoluntary start

had any other motive than to sell a
bona fde autograph Hunt's words |
“Your own" and the way the detective |
jooked at him assured bhim that we had |
rome on a very diferent errand. i
“Let me see It,” sald the autograph |
dealer In & low volce .

*1 will read you the note to which it I
Is sigoned.” =ald Hunt

1 had arranged with Hunt that®when
he drew the note | was to pul my
band tn my side pocket and grasp a
revolver. 1 did so, and Hunt, standing
well away from the Italian that be |
might not snatch the paper, read what
wis written. ending with the wond
"Nemo.” Vech! beard his doom in the
' words and turned ghastly white. Hunt
waited for him to speak. keeping his
ayes rivetad on him the while,
l “How much do you ask for it¥" fina)
ly Vechl nsaked
| “My friend bere,” replied the detec
tive, pointing to me, “is itx owner. Ie
Intends to give the procesds’ of Its sale

asote was addressed and who was™
vechl staggered. Hunt continued
“The price ls certaln stocks aod
bonds that pessed to this man Newo
If they are all returned the note will be
returned to the writer to do what be
likes with it and no steps will be tak
en In the case. [f every security Is
got given up Nemo will be arrested be
fore he can leave his shop.™

Vechl seemmed to be thinking for a
few moments, after which be asked:
“Tell me the amount™

We did not know the amount,
had provided for this

“You alone kuow the amount at
present, but since we know that this
property bas passed Into the posses
don of Nemo we can at any time dis
over the exact amount. - If we dis
sover that he has withheld any of It
we may reopen the case.”

Vechi stood wavering. Whether he
was hesitating as to the amount he
would return or whether to defy us |
jon't know. Presently he sald

“l will buy your autograph, gentie
men, but | bave not the price here
You must go with me to my house.”
We went with him, ss he suggested,
| walking on one side of him, Hunt on
the other. Hunt and [ each baving a
band on a revolver concealed When
we reached the house Vechl took us
nto & room, lodked the door and sald

but

“What guarantee have | that you
will keep your word?
“None whatever,” mald Hunt. “You

must rely on the promise of a gentle
mn—‘#

Making a virtue of necessity, be
wpened a closet door, exposing a safe
dmbedded o the wall. The safe belng
painted:IK® the wall, only itz keyhole
was perceptible. Introducing the key,
heé opened the safe door and took out
i1 large bundle of securities. | looked
them over and knew the valoe of most
f them. [ judged they swere worth be
ween $350000 and $400.000. They
were mostly coupon bonds, not the
ame property that had been trans-
‘erred by Driscoll to Vechl

“Is this all 7" asked Funt.
“Everything," replied Vechl. “I have
10 desire to lenve anything amiss that
will reopen this matter.”

“Perhaps my friend,” sald Hunt,
‘may wish to know the hold you had
a Driscoll.”

“l bave no guch desire,” | sald. “The
yroperty is returned, and that is suff)-
dent. The secret of blackmall If told
night bring distress on an Innocent
‘amily. Goodby, Mr. Nemo. 8o far as
his matter s In my possession you
nay consider It closed.”

We went from the shop to the Dris
wils’, where M Driscoll answered
ry card In person. 1 sald to her:
“Madam, | have an lmportant an-
wuncement tp make to you, and I de-
dre that you cal! Into the room your
wns and daughters to hear It.”
Burprised, she complied with my re
juest, and her children, mostly grown,
were summoned. When they were all
imsembled 1 told the story of my pur-
‘hase of the desk and the finding of
he paper in the secret drawer. Then
entered upon Hunt's lnvestigations
some of them recogulzed bhim) and
astly told of our visit to Vechl's shop.
t was loteresting to watch thefr fea-
ures during my recital of our Inter
riew with the blackmatler, they grow-
ng more and more intent till the de
Ivery of the property. When the re-
4tal was finished | took the securition
‘rom my pocket and banded them to

to let him bave a peep at Dris
coll's account. One man, an [talian
pamad  Vechl, had recelved large
amounts for which there was no ex
planation. Hunt then asked Driscoll's
widow (o permit him to look over her
husband’s papers. Among them he
found a letter the handwriting of
which corresponded with that of the
note 1 had discovered. In the note it
was disguised, but not so successfully

Mre Driscoll, saying:
“*There are securities afording an
mnual Income of $20,000, In considera.
fon of which we have taken the lb-
wty of giving Indemnity against prose.
mtion for blackmall and”—

I shrank from speaking the dreadfnl
rord murder,

Every member of the family ap
woved of all | had done and acknowl-
Wged In every possible way their In-

| mittedd his aunpual

'00ST OF CENSUS .
- WAS 85,855,500

{
About 37 1-2 Per Cent More
" Than In 1900,

| —————

/71,100 ENUMERATORS USED.

Director Durand—Salaries and Ex-
penses Paid Counters of Uncle Sam's
Population Aggregated $4.870,000, or
5.3 Cent Per Capita.

Purand hns sub
0N I'l’lli{“
the operations of the bureaun of the
cdnsus during the year 190000 1t Is
shown that the entire cost of the Oeld
work on population aud agricalture (n
contipental United States for the thir
teenth census about S35 858500
In 1000 the cost was $4.207.30  The
1910 cost was nbouat 3T per cent more
than In 1000,

The origioal estimate of £14,117.000
As the total cost of the decennial cen
sus, Including the other. wort of the
bureau during the census period, the
dlrector now belleves too low, and he
thinks, Io view of the additlionnl work
required by congress apd for other
reasons, It will reach fully $14.500,000

Director B Daua

report

wns

Delayed Legisiation s Deplored.

The director urges that If new leg
Islation Is required for taking the cen
sus of 1020 it should be passed much
earller thap was done for the present
census. Were It not for the fuct that
the burean Is now a permapent organl
sation It would bave beea practically
Imposasible In the nine months which
elapsed from the passage of the cen
sus act to the date of the 1910 enu
meration to arrange properly for the
tnking of the census The three pie

ceding ceususes had preparatory e
riods fAfteen months long
The census act authorized not to

excesd 30 supervisors.  The ‘oumber
actually appointed was 320 in contl
pental United States and one o Porto
Rico. They were realdents of the dis
tricts from which appoloted

The opumber of enumeration dis
tricts finally established In continental

United States wos 00025 The dis
tricts bad on an average, therefore,

about 1300 lphabltapts. The average
popuiation per district in cltles of over |
5,000 Inbabitants was about 1,455 and
in smaller towns und roral districts
about 1,245
In genernl there wins ote enumerator
for each enumeration distriet, but in a
considerable number of districts In the
south a white etnvmerator was ap
pointed to canvass the white popula '
tion and a colored enumerstor o can-
vass the negro popuiation, so that the |
total number of enumerators employ- |
ed In continental Unlied States was
aboot T1.100,

Amount Pald Enumerators.
The total payment to epnmerntors |
in continental Uplted States ay com-
pensation for thelr services and travel- |
ing expenses sggregated about $4.870,- |
000. The corresponding expenditure
at the census of 1900 was about $3.-
640.000. The Increase was thus 37 per
cent a8 compared with an lncrease In
the population of 21 per cent. |
While a considerable part of the
cost of enumeration, estimated at
about onethird, is attributable to the
agricultural statistles, nevertheless »
broadly significant comparison may be |
made by dividing the cost of the enu
meration at ench census by the pum
ber of Inhabitanta. This division
shows the compensation of the enu-
merators a8 equal to 4.7 cents per
capita in 1900 and 6.3 centa In 1910,
an Increase of about 13 per cent.
In discussing the feld work of the
census of manufactures, mines and
quarries the director states that it was
practically completed last fall and that
the nggregate cont was abont §751,000,
The avernge per establishment, there
being 371,444 of these, Incloding
slanghter bhouses, was $2.02, substan-
tially the same as In the census of
1005,
The office force of the bureau was |
on Aug. 31 Iast at its maximom polnt,
there belng 8.738 persons on the pay-
rolls. The largest number of emer-
gency appolnteea on the roll at any |
one time was 342, last July. All such |
were dropped In December last. |

OREGON HAS QUEER ROCK. |
of

Balances to a Nicsty Despite Lack
Proportion.

One of the most remarkable rocks in
the world Is that known as the bal-
ancing rock, which stands on the
bank of the Willamette river a ahort
distance above the city of Portland,
Ore.
Rising from a broad base s a small |
column, roughly round In shape. Just
above this Is a huge mass of rock,
bearing a tree on the summit, the to-
tal helght of rock and column belng
about 100 feet.
Although a great deal larger and
heavier than the piliar on which it
stands, the hig rock s very accurate
Iy balanced.

The entire rock Is of a voleanic na-

but that Hunt suspected it was the
same as in the letter he had compared
ft with. An expert proved that he was

lebiedness for the great favor | had
lone them. Before 1 left the house

'-ury one of ns took an onth never to

right Vechl lived as & poor man, "*veal anything of what had hap-

keeping a
odds and

In which %e desit |n 'ened
curfositien, and A4 Mre Driscoll afterward informed me

something In the way of antographs hal #86 far as she conld discover the

of prominent persons,

wquivalent of all the securities her

When we bad Iald our plans I went "sband had possessed was returned.
with Hunt to Vechl’s shop. The Ital. :’rmtmln cash was unseconntsd

inn had as dlsagreeable a face as any
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ture, and the most singular thing
About it ts the fact that the knob and
pillar are entirely disjointed from one
another.
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GRORGRE ORAY,

| years to practice the young antipodean

Quicksilver Production Decreases.

United Btates iast year than ln 1009,
and, according to a government state
ment. the tendency s toward a de
crease in the prodoction.

Aunscribe for the Dally Enterprise

OWEN G. THOMAS
BLACKSMITHING AND REPAIR
Ao’ WORK.

Best of work and satisfaction guar
anteed. Have your horses shod I;'ll!
expert] It pays,

All kinds of repair work and smithy
work, Prompt service;

|

Less quickstiver was mined in the

the club, was led forwanl and
Introduced
“Thiz Is Mr. Mack”
host to the stranger
“I'm ploased,” =aki the stran
ger, shaking the extended band,

:: A GOOD ONE ON CONNIE

b4 MACK.

-

L 4

:: Hugh Fullerton tells a story on

4 Connie Mack, mapager of the

g world's champlouship Philadel-

¢ plia Awmeckcan club. During the

3 celebration in PPbiindeiphia of

+ the Athletics’ victory In the

3 world's champlouship series the

b entire city was given over to the

: aalr and honors were Iwing

b heaped upon Connle Mack was

: the biggest mad in Phlladeiphia

b at that tme, and every mwan of !

: woalth and promineace iIn every

b line counte] ft an honor to st !

: with him, e was nt coe of the

b awell Philadelpbia clubs as @ !

b guest of a momber when a stEan |

b ger, who also was a visitor at |
|
|

sald the

“I've seen your play and enjoyed
It immensely,™ |
“tndeed” sald Mack palitely

“You must be an oll thpe fan "
“1 am,” answerwd the stranger,
“1 sspevially enjoy the romanile
Irlsh  melodramns biat Mr
Mack, It seems to e that on the
stage you seem winch heavier”

e e i

;
|
|

GRAY, BILLIARD STAR.

Australian Champion, Now In Londeon,
Astounding English Billiard World,
Fancy a billiard player monopolis

Ing the table from Wednesday until

Friday! This Is what the English ex

perts have to put up with just now

during the tour of George Gruy, the
young Australian phesomenon, whao
thinks nothing of running up Over »
thousand points at a time. The Eog
lish game differs from the style of
play here. The pockets are hrought
into requisition In nddition to the car
oms, and the table Is lurger, with
smaller balls. There are probably » )

half dozen better all round exponents

']

#

AUNTRALIAN BILLIARD
CHAMPION,

of the art In Englind at the present
tirne, but pevertheless through devot
ing six bhours a day of the past ten

bas so mastered a particular shot that
he I8 now making all his opponents
look slily

His favorite stroke Is what Is term-
eod a “red loser.” This consists in nurs-
Ing the red ball down from the end
rall to the middis pocket and glancing
“in off.” Once in this position 1t is dol-
lars to doughouts the ran will go lnto
the hundreds. Already Gray bhas made
elght strings of over a thousand
points, and, from the way he ls shap-
Ing, It will pot surprise any one If he
yet runs the two thousands. It s
quite a new experience for the spec
tators to sit through a whole séssion
and sometimes two or three and walch
one man go on ralsing his break, To
the opponent It must be aggravating
in the extreme.

HOLBEIN WILL TRY AGAIN.

Famous Bwimmer to Maks Last Effort
to Cross English Channel.

Montague Holbeln, who has several
times almost accomplished the swim-
ming of the English channel, will make
one Iast effort next summer. He has
learned a new leg stroke by which he
not only hopes to Increase his pace, but
also 1o lessen the strain on his stam-
fna. It Is called the “porthern kick™
and offers an absolute minimum of re-
sistance to the water when the legs
are belng drawn Intd a position for a
kicking. Its motion Increases the
spead, and there In not nearly the same
fatigne resiting.

Australian Oarsmen May Conch in U, 8,

Information from Australla says
that two of the world's greatest pro-
fesuional scullers—Richard Arnat, pres-
ent world’s champlon, and Harry
Pearce—are likely to become connect-
ed with the rowing of
two of the foremost universities In
the United States—one In the east and
the other In the middle went,

Byracues and Columbia to Meet.
Columbin college of New York, after
eight yoears, has resumed track rela.
tions with Syracuse, and on May 8 the
athletes of these colleges will meet nt
Byracuse.
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| grass widow

A I mlways given ns griss

THE GRASS
WIDOW

By M. QUAD

115 by Assoclated Ldt
wiary Preas

When a widow s not a whilow, but
bas & husband biking around - the |
country somewhere, they oall her a |
The term might as well
be a hay widow or straw widow, Ilul|

Miss AMinerva Sanoders was o grass
widow, Bhe should bave called her
self Mra, but the report had come to
her that her missing husband, Abel,
had been seen 0 drown hlmself in n
milipond. She walted a year and then |
callel herself Miss and removed to
Peckinsville, She had not beeu there
three months  when  Moses  Direw,
farmer, saw her at church and ad
mired her and began courting He
should have been told stralghtaway
that Abel was n decelving husband
and that that drownimg tmsiness might
bave been one of his Nttle teleks, bat
he wasn't Ne went right ahead and
courted under the ldea that he was In
love with n miss.  Abont eight manths |
aftor mesting the woman be asked
her to be his wife, It was then nearly |
two years slnce the abwconding \luvl:
wan supposed to have gone to the bot-
tom of the pond, and Miss Raunders
Blushed and stammersd and sald she |
guessed so

That was enough for one nlght, On
the next the woedding day was set
Op the second the wedding day was |
planned.  On the third as the happy
couple sat holding hands the absconder
walkad Inte the house.  He had not
been drowned. e had nol come any-
where near I, OFf course there was
excitement. more of it than us if n
elreus  elephant  had  broken  loose
Abel apologized for his advent.  He
was sorey he catie realized what
a worthless critter fwnus and he

1
hF
| conld never forgive himself for hav-

ing broken up a happy marringe. He
wonld go right away and commit sal
eide and tet the matrimonial event
take place. e asked for a dolinr afmd
got It and then disappeared. Mr
Drew had to e talked to In a sooth
ing way for a long time, but he Anally
sat himself down to walt until the
grass widow became a real widow
In about three months a stranger ealls
ed on Mre Saunders to say that he
Itved twenty miles nway and was a
earpenter.  1Te hod & man named Abel
Baunders ap on the scafMold with bim |
one day when It fell 1o the gronnd and
Abel was a dead man.  He only had |
time to tell his name and expross the
hope that his dear Minerva would now
go snhead and marry Moses |

In Ave days more the preacher would |
have tied the knot, bhut Abel walked |
Into the house again. It wis some one |
clge that had fallen from the seafold
and been buried by the town, 1f pro- |
vided with a cheap sult of clothes he |
wounld make an end of himself this
time,

Three months went by and whlncl
from Abel. During this tnterval there
was no talk about the wedding day.
There must be no more surprises. It
was lucky that the couple had gome
alow. Mr. Saunders recelved by mafl
from n town fifty miles away five af-
fidavits that a man who bad been |
found frozen to death fn a snow bank |
was the lamented Abel: As the frozen
logs had broken short off In eartlog
the body around there was no doubt
of death.

“Please excuse me for saying these
look good to me,” sald Mr. Drew as
he looked up after reading the afMda-
vita,

“Yes, Abel s sure gone this time,"
slghed the wife.

An hour later Abel Saunders walked
in and held his toes to the fire to toast,
Minerva succeeded In falnting away,
but Moses Drew arose fn his anger
and shouted out: S

“Then you were not fromen stiff 7

“Me? Oh, no!™

“And they didn’'t break the legs off
your carcasal’

“Legw? Obomy legn are all right”

“And you've come back!™

“Come hatk? Yes, but I'm not going
to stay long. I thought I'd go out skat-
Ing tomorrow and skate [nto an alr
nole., You can both come along and
see me do It, and then there won't be
any more false alarms.”

“You go to grass, «ir, and I'll go
home! This I a pretty musa for a re-
spectable man to get into!”

Mr. Drew stamped out of the house,
and Minerva got chilly on the floor
and returned to conmclousness to fall
to weeping and to wall out:

“Oh, Abel, 1 conldn't have belleved
it of you!”

“No, of course not. [ orter got
frozen, but 1 dida't. 'l be all right
tomorrow, though. Don't ery, Nerva;
don’t ery."”

“But Moses!"

“Oh, bhe'll bo all right in a day or
two. Just feels hurt at my coming
back. Thinks I don't mean to skate
into an alr hole, but he shall see, Yo,
skate right in, and that will be the last
of me. Cheer rightiup, girl"”

Tt Is a matter of record that Abel
Saunders went out on the millpond
next morning and kept his promise,
More than twenty persons saw him
feltberately wkate into an air hole and
his body shoot over the high dam.
They looked for it, and thongh It was
not recovered thers was no doubt about
the death. Three months Iater the
long delayed marriage took place, Tt
was A sure thing about Abel this time.
Bat was It?7 Hix montha after the mar-
ringe a man was killed almost in front
of the Drew house by a wagon run-
ning over him. Bure as you live It was
Abel Baunders. He was coming home
W?Mth’-‘mmlllltn.m
wonld shuffie ‘m day or two to
obiige. He bad uted!

Crippled ¥ Turped Loowe.
The crippl frult purlolner
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Are You a |
Subscriber
To the New:
DAILY?

IF ———

The Morning
~Enterprise

Is to be as successful as the inter-
ests of Oregon City demands it
must needs have the the support

of all. The new daily has a
big work before it in boosting
Oregon City and Clackamas

County.  Your support means
more strength for the work.

Will You Help Us
Boost Your Own
Interests ?
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For a limited time the Morning
Enterprise will be sold to pad |
in advance subscribers as follows:

~ By carrier, | year $3.00 I
By mail, I year 2.00.1_




