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. great welght, Don Mario feit a jaunti-
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~gplendid prince riding toward the

~ his mate.
: |lIl

:_‘. fSutter: the woman could scarcely

THE SPVLERS * FZLRT OF IESUTERX

| OHT, Y HARPER, AND BROTHIRS
i) _—

I hT O WTGY rhnper—Just The
thelr futher's! They were to be thelr
father's helrs, you know, and they
blame me for hiz death, for cur pov
erty. and for all the other misfortunes
that have overtaken us. We live like
cats and dogs™

Don Marie had been drumming his
tat fingers impatiently upon the arm of
his chair. Now he exclaimed :

“Your pardon, senora, but I am Just
new very Nttle interested in your do-
mestic relations, What you say about
Rosa only makes me more cuger, for 1
toathe & sleepy woman, Now lell me,
s she— Has she any—afalrs of the
heart?™

“N.no, onless perhaps a firtation
with that young American, Juan
O'Rellly.” Donna Isabel gave the name,

Its Spanish pronuuciation of “O'Rall-
| yor

CHAPTER IIL

“The O'Rellly.”
4 and eazy living had eansed Don
i de Castano, the sugar merchant,
on welght. He had, lo truth.
g0 fat that he waddled like »
when he walked ; and when he
springs of his French vie
up in despalr,
sposition Don Mario was prac
unromantic; he boasted that
bad an Husion, never an
txide of his business. And
on the day this story opens, this
¢ personage, In spite of his bulz
istband and his tau! neckband.
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“Juan O'Rellly? O'Relily? Ob, yes!
But what haws he to offer a woman? He
is lttle more than » clerk.”

“That is what i1 tell her,

: be was In love, and he belleved
The object of his!
tion was little Rosa Varona, the |
‘daughter of his one-time friend Este- |
Ban. To be sure, he had met Rosa only I hloroge ¥ g soga by
mh:r“?‘hll;u;:&ﬂ'}i:::;: “Good I Don Mario rose to leave,
Y prompt decision be had resolved for the exertion of his ride had made
85 8 her the Bonor of making her his | Bim thirsty. “You may DA yOur own

Oh, It

reward for helping me and 1 will pay
it the day Rosa ma:ries me Now kind-
15 advise her of my Intentions and tell
ber I shall come to see her soon.”

L] L] L] . - .

It was quite true that Johonie
O'Rellly—or “The O'Rellly,” as his
friends called him—had lttle In the
way of worldly advantage to offer any
girl, and It was prachsely because of
this fact that he had sccepted a posi-
tion here In Cuba, »here, from the very
pature of things, promotion was likely
to be more rapid than in the New York
office of his firm.

™ oye overy

‘eontain ber curiosity when she came to | " d.nnminz ey et
W= | guage; & singing beart gathers its own
‘meet him. for he was not the sort of | gugience. Before the young Irish-
Jman to inconvenience himself by mere . 4..rican had more than a bowing ac
social visits, Thelr first formal greet- | qugintance with the commonest Span-
Sibgs over, Don Marlo surveyed the bare | jop verbs he had a calling acqualnt-
C-““ room and remarked, lugubr | gnee with some of the most exclusive
ously : | people of Matanzas. He had adjusted
| 71 see many changes bere.” | himself serenely to his surroundings
'\ "No doubt,” the widow sgreed | wpo; Ross Varoma returned from
(“1imes have been bard since poor BS | gohool, but with her coming, away
‘teban's deuth. | went all his complacency. His content-

*What a terrible calamity that was’ | ment vanished ; he experienced a total
' shudder when I think of It." sald be. | ohange in his oplolons. his hopes, and
A shocking affair, truly! and one I | pis ambitlons
‘shall never get out of my mind.” | He discovered, for example, that Ma-

"Shocking. yes. But what do yoU | tapsye was by no means the out-of-the
fhiok of a rich man, like Esteban. ‘:’“’ way place he had considered It on the
would leave his family destitute? Who | som= 3TTeF Weellng Nosa nce By
. would die without revealing the place ,.dent, twice by design, and three

he had stored his treasure? | yovoe by mutosl arrangement, it had
Isabel, it was plain. felt her | g0 oy upon him that this was the

. keenly ; she spoke with as much | ohior oity of Cuba, If not, perhaps, the
t as If her husband had permitted | y.p, ground which the whole world re-
to be killed purely out of spite | vo1vey: cortainly it was the most

her. agreeable of all cities, since It con-

I it ':" not enough to lose talned everything that was necessary
treasure” the widow continued. g, man's happiness. Yet, despite the

y. “the government must free )i of his awakening, O'Rellly was
slaves. Tse! Tse! And DOW | poe gt 4ii pleased with himself, for, as
there is no loager & profit In 4 pappened, there was another girl

» my plantations— back home, and during his first year

o profit In sugar? What are yoU | o¢ oneliness he had written to her
saying?" queried the caller. “If your mn,p freely and more frequentiy than

m&:‘;‘;”(ﬁ::j ::’;:::f ';"'i“; any man on such a salary as his had a

9 t to do.

QIS SHOG Bivs t8 faik-shogt Tste- et o e et waur At

ban’s :oidg;:;:s;!;:t:orlli-l;r::fnll-‘-{»:le: ly's “company” It may be seen that

tlons, ; y 1y Rosa Varopa's home-coming seriously

mli talk about your step-daughier. | eomplicated matters, not only from a

“SoT™ Donna Isabel
quickly.

“She Interests me, She Is more bean-
tiful than the stars.” Don Marlo rolled
hils eyes toward the high celling, which,
lke the sky, was tinted & vivid cert- | pootly to the house, as the merchant
lean bloe. hed done, O Reflly turued off from the

“She is now eighteen,” the fat sultor | rgad and, sfter tethering his horse in
went on, ecstatically, “and so alto- g cluster of guava bushes, proceeded
igether charming— But why waste | op foot. He did not !fke Donna Isabel,
time In pretty speeches? [ have de- | nor did Donna Isabel like him, More
clded to marry her.” over, he had a particular reason for
\ _"Rosa has a will of her own,” guard- | avolding her todny.

,I.’,(f,:_{?:{,r;.lr.., i e Just Inside the Varona premises he

(e L paused an Instant to sdmire the out-
! The quinta commanded an excel-
lent view of the Yomaurf, on
hand, and of the town and harbor on
the other; no one ever climbed the hill
from the city to gare over Into that
hidden valley without f pleas-
rable surprise it Nnding Tt BN hErs,

i Notwithstanding the rivulets of per
‘spitation that were coursing down
Jevery fold of his flesh, and regardivss
. of the fact that the body of his victeria
_“wms tipped at a drunken angle, as if
‘struggling to escape the burdens of his !

 mess of body and of spirit almost like
_that"of youth. He saw himself as a

Bumble home of some obscure malden
whom bhe had graclously chosen to be |

His arriva] threw Donna Isabel Into |

sentimental, but from a business stand-
point.

It was In a thoughtful mood that he
rode up La Cumbre towsard the Quinta
de Estebun, Iate on the afternoon of
Dan Mario's vislt, Instead of going dl-

logked up

'I‘f Fl”
ook,

the one

>

solide &
clng ¢

‘e are accustomed t
beauty a8 unsy’
but the Yumur! never chinged, and in
that laoy Its supremest wonder.

Through what had once heen well
tended grounds, O'Rellly made his way
to a sort of sunken garden which, In
spite of neglect, still remained the
most charming nook upon the place;
and there he sat down to walt for Rosa.
The hollow was effectunlly screened
from view by & growth of plantsin,
pulm. orange, and tamaring trées | over
the rocky walls ran n profuxion of
fiowering plants and vines: in the cen-
ter of the open space wus an old well,

| its masonry curb all but crumbled
aWLY.

When Ross at last appeared, O'Rellly

t called upon to tell ber, somewhat

zzily, that she was beyond doubt the
| sweetest flower on all the Quinta de
| Bateban, and since this somewhat hack-
neyed remark was the boldest speech
be had ever made to her, she blushed
prettily, fiashing him a dimpled smile
of mingled pleasure and surprise,

“Oh, but 1 assure you I'm Iin mo
sweel tempper,” sald she, “Just now I'm
tremendously angry.”

“Why1"

“It s that stepmother—Isabel, If she
drenmed that I see you a8 often as I
do— Well—" Rosa lifted her elo-
queat hands and eyes heavenward,
suppose that's why | enjoy dolog It—I
#0 dearly love to spite her”

“I seel!"” OWRellly
brows and nodded.

{ perfect
inescent ;

think o

stuntinl, ev

i
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"You Mav ﬂ Your Own Raward®
edly ven e stepmother,

Don Mario broke out, testily: “Nat-
urally; so have we all. Now let us
speak plainly, You know me. 1am a
jperson of Importance, I am rich
enough to afford what I want, and 1
pay well. You undersiand? Well, then,
you are Rosa's guardlan and you can
'bend her to your desires.”

*It that were ooly sol” exciaimed
the woman. "She and Esteban—what

“But why, In that

might just as well have made the
#0040 lady's life (otn'ly unhearable”

“1|

- wgulyT §he knows nothisg sbout
" With a firtatious sigh wdd-
ed: "Thals what robs the affalr of its
chief pleasure, Since It does not bother |
her in the least, T think T will not al- |
low you to come any more.”

After Jnficlous conslderation, O'Rell-
ly pretended to mgree

“There's no fun in wreaking a hor |
rible revenge, when your enemy isn't |
wise to It he acknowledged. “Since |
it's your idea to Irritate your stepmoth-
or. perhaps It would nonoy her If 1
made love directly to her”

Rosn tittered, and then inguired,
palvely, “Can you mwake love, sepor?”

“%n 1Y It's the one ablity an
O'Reilly Inherits. Listen to this pow.”
Reaching forth. he took Ross's Bogors
in his: “Walt!™ he cried as she resist-
ol “Pretend that vou're Mrs. Varons,
your own stepmotlior, and that thia la
her dimpled hand I'm bolding.”

“»Oh-h 1™ The girl allowed his grasp
to remaln, “But Isabel’s hand isa’t
dimpled : It's thin and bony, ['ve felt
it on my ears often enough”

“Don't Interrupt,” he told her,
bel, my Hitle dariing—"

“eabel’ ! excinimed a volee, and
the lovers started gulltily apart, They
turned to fand Esteban, Rosa's twin
brother staring st thom oddly, “Isa-
bel ™ he repeated  “What's this?”

“You Interrupted our theatricals. |
was rehearsing an Impassioned pro-
posal to your beloved stepmother,”
O'Rellly explained, with a pretense of
ARDOYADCe,

“Yes, Senor (VRellly belleves he enn
infuriate 1sabel by laying slege to her
He's a-cfoolish person—" Rosa's
cheeks w"rv falnily flushed and ber
color deepened at the amusement
“He makes love

“Isa-

Fsteban's
wietche \".\’ T

“What ltthe I overheard wasn't bad.”
Esteban declared; thea bhe ftook
O'Relliy's hand

Esteban was 4 handsome Doy,
stralght, siim and manly, and his re
sembiance to Rosa was startling.
With a look engaging In its frank &I
rectness, he sald: “Rosa told me about
your meetings here and | came (0
apologize for our stepmother's discour
tesy. I'm sorry we can't lnvite you
loto our house, but—you understand?
Ross and | are not llke her; we are
quite liberal In our views; we are al
most Americans, as you see. 1 dare
say that's what makes Isabel hate
Americans so bitteriy.” .
_“Wounldn't it please her to know that
Tm Técoiing Tubanized ns Tast &8
ever | can? wentured the ealler.

“Oh, she hates Cubans, too!* lnughed
the brother. “She's Spanish, you know.
Well, 1t's fortunate you didn't see ber
today. Brr! What a temper! She'll
walk In her sleep tonight, If ever.”

Rosa nodded soberly, and O'Rellly,
suppressing sowme light reply that had
sprung to his Ups, Inquired, curiously,
“What do you mean by that?™

Brother and sister Joined In explain-
{ng that Donna Isabel was givea to pe-
cullar actions, especially after periods
of excitement or anger, and that one of
her eccentricities had taken the form
of somnambullstic wanderings, “Oh,
sho's ecrazy enough”™ Esteban con-
cluded. *1 belleve It's her evil con-
sclence™

O'Rellly seanned the speaker silent-
Iy for a moment ; then he mald, with a
gravity unusual in him, *1 wooder If
you gnow that you're suspected of—
working for the insurrecto cause.”

“Indeed? [ dido't know."

“Well, it's a fact.” O'Reilly heard
Rosa gasp faintly. “Is it true?” he
asked.

“l am a Cuban.”

“Coban? Your people were Span-
ish.” -

“True. But no Spaniard ever raised
& Spanish child In Cuba. We are Cn-
bans, Rosa and L I go everywhere, and
the Spanish officers talk plainly be
fore me, Somebody must be the eyes
and the ears for Culonel Lopez.”

*“(olonel Lopez!” exclalmed O'Redlly,

Esteban nodded.

Rosa's face, ns she looked at the two
men, was white and worried. For a
time the three of them sat silent ; then
the Ameriean sald, slowly, “You'll be
shot if you're eaught”

“Some one must run chances”™ Este-
ban averred. “We're fighting tymanny ;
all Cubs Is ablaze. | must do my part”

“But soconer or later you'll be dla-
covered—then what? persisted O'Rell-
ly.

Esteban shrugged. “Who knowa?
There'll be time encugh whep—"

“What of RosaT™"

At this question the brother stirred
oneanily and dropped his eyes. O'Rell.
ly lald a hand upen his arm. “You
have no right to jeopardize her safety,
Without you, to whom,could she turn 7
The girl flashed her admirer a grateful
Elance,

“Senor, you for one would see thal
she—"

“But—I'm golng away." ORellly
felt ruther than saw Hosa start, for
his face was averted, “l cume here to
tell you both good-by. I may be gone
for some time, I-—I don't know when
l'ean get back.”

“I'm sorry,” Esteban told him, with
genuine regret, “We have grown very
fond of you, But you will come back
before long, #h? You're one of us. In
the mesntime TNl remember what you
say, and at least I'l be careful” By
no means wanting In tact, Esteban rose
briskly and, after sbhaking hands with
O'Rellly, left the two lovers to say fare-
well as best sulted them,

But for once O'Reilly’s ready tongue
was silent. The laughter wan gone
from his blue eyes when he turned to
the girl at his side,

“You sey you nre golng away " Rosa
Ilnquired, breathlessly, “But why?"

“I'm - golng partly because of this |
war and partly beciuse of-—something
else. I tried to tell you yesterday, but
1 couldn't. When the revolution sturt-
ed everybody thought It was merely
a local upriging, and I wrote my eoin- |
pany to that effect; but, bless you, it |
has spread lke fire, and now the whole |
eastern end of the Island Is ablaze,
Buslness has stopped, and my employ- |
ers have ordered me home to find out |
what's happened to thelr profita”

“You said there was pomething
| elge—"'
|  ORellly's hesitation became an em-
barrussed sllence, He tried to laugh
it off.

YOS,

here and tell my penurious friends to
| whistle for their profits, It seems I'm

puckered his | cursed with a fatal beauty, You may 'formation from that

have noticed 1t? No? Well, perhaps

eass, haven't you seen me oftener? We | It's n magnificent business ability that 5 complote

| Lhiase, Anghow, 'he presldeni ol L

| look tooMong of too deeply lnto Hosn

| ep

“There Is; otherwige I'd stay rlgl:nt

company has s uotion that I'd make
him a good son-indaw”

“l— Oh!" cried Roma,

And at her tone O'Rellly hurried on:

*These rich moen have the most ab-
surd Ideas, T suppose Il have to—"

“Phen you are in love, senor?™

The young man sodded vigorously,
*Indeed 1 am—with the sweotest girl
in Cuba. That's the whole trouble,
That's why I'm hurrylng home o res
slgn before Pm fred” Not daring to

Varona's eyes until the had taken in
the whole truth, he walted, staring at
hix feot. “I'm sort of gl 12 has come
to a show-down and | can speak out.
I'm hoping sho'll miss me Aftet u
moment he ventured, “Will she—er—
will youn, Rosa?" '

“[t Migs yout [Rosa lfted ber
brows n pretended amaremont, *You
wre amusing, of course, but—I won't
have much time to think about you,
for L aw 40 soep Lo be mareled” !

wMarrled? What? Nousense I |

“Indeed! Do you think I'm ugly |
nobody would have me? The richest
man In Matansag has asked for my
nand this very afternoon”

"Whe?! Marlo de Castano?

“Yea" }
O'Rellly lnughed with rellef, and
though Rosa tried to look offended, |
she was forced to smile. *“He's fat, 1|
know,” she admitted, “and bhe makes
funny nolses when he breathes; but he
is richer than Croesus, and 1 adore
rich men" |
“] hate ‘em!” aspounced O'Rellly.
Then for a second time he took Rosa's
dimpled band, saying, earnestly: “I'm
sure you know now why I make love
#0 badly, dear. It'n my Irish con-
sclence. And youll walt until 1 come

back, won't you?™

*“Will you be gone—very long? she
asked,

O'Rellly looked deeply now into the
dark eyes turned to his, and found that
at last there was no coquetry In them

Pasw e

“Will You Be Gone—Very Long!™ Ghe
Anked.
anywhere—nothing but a lonesome,
hungry yenrning—and with a glad, in-
coherent exclamation he held out his
arms. Rosa Varona eropt Into them:
then with a sigh she upturned her Lips

to his,
*T'll wait forever,” she sald.

(Continuved In next
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