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BOYSOVERHERE-OVER THERE

L. Ser

Interesting Facts About Oregon
! City Boys In The U. 5.

vice

Mrs. H J. Bigger has received a
lotter writtea December 10, showing
the appreciation of a soldier in re
oeiving literature from the United
States. This was written by young
man, who was receiving medical treat-
ment in a hospital at Bordeaux, and
the magasing was sent with others
to France,

The following is the letter:

Bordeaux, December 10, 1918
“Dear Friend:

here now, will gsay goodbye, and with

my best regards to all, 1 am
“Yours sincerely,

“PRIVATE CLARENCE G. MORRELL

"U. 8. Air Service., U. 8. Army,

173 Aero S8quadron.”

(Morrell is a well known Willamette

boy. the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry

Morrell, of that placed,

]
Joseph Gozesky, of this city, has
just received a brief letier from Stan-

“Just to let you knmow that a copy ley Gorzesky, with tha Bakery Com:

of Leslle's, bearing your name, is be

pany, 344 U. 8 Army, P. 0. 712 and

jng read in the Red Cross Hut at|at the time of writing was at [ssur

Base 22 As an ex-Oregoniun, (rom
Portland, your address attracted my

%

“Your magazine is doing its ‘bit!’
“Sincerely,
“SERGEANT R. T. PATTON,
“Tank Corps, U. §. Army."

M W W

In a letter from Luxemburg, Ger
, written by Charles Richard
to his mother, Mrs. C. W. Rich-
dated Novembar 28 he says:
Darling Mother:

ust a few lines to let you know
I am all 0. K. | just came off
about an hour ago. | received a/
big bundle of papers from you yester
day. Maybe you think that Sergeant
Kent Moody and ! didn't look them
over! Especially the Oregon City En.
terprises

“Well, Mother, we speat Thanksgiv-
ing in Luxemburg; Christmas in Ger
many, and I think we will spend 8t
Patrick’s day in the T, § A, the best
placy in the world.

“Say, Mother, tell the girls that
worked for the Enterprise Patriotic
fund that I thank them very much for
what they done for the boys of Clacka-
mas county. Never received my green.
hack but I kmow they sent it. Probab-
iy it was sunk, but we know they
worked hard for us, and tell them we
sure appreciated it. _

“Give averybody in dear old Oregon
ity my best regards.”

W R

Private J. M. Rissberger, son of Mr
and Mrs. .Rissberger, of Eleventh and
John Adams streets, wns heard from
Tuesday moming, and he is enjoying
the best of health in Belglum. He s
with Company B, 316 Field Signal
Battalion, A. P. 0. 776. He has been
in some of the big battles and has
many exciting experiences to relate
when he returns home,

When this young man enlisted he
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Vancouver, Wash,, having learned the

tille, France. He says:
“Dear Brother Joe:

“I have received your letter of No-
vémber 19, and was glad to hear from
you. [ am feeling good and getting
along fine

“Do you ever hear from Anthony?
1 have heard from him only once since
he camg ovar here, that was in Sep-
tember,

“Wa do not know when we are com-
ing gome; but [t is not very soon, as
far as we know.

“It looks like we will have to stay
a couple of months here.

“Tell Mother not to worry, because
we are in a good place for the win.
ter,

“I hope evervthing is O. K. at home.

“Your brother,
“STANLEY,

Anthony mentioned in the letter
above, is a brother of Stanley, and
who hds not been heard from for a
number of months, He was in the Ma.
rine Corps, and was in the thickest of
the fight when last heard from, The
family has taken the matter up with
the government, and hope to hear
of the young man's safety.

B M

Mr. and Mrs. .C. W. Baghy have just
received a letter from her son, Rody
PBagby, who is at present stationed at
Camp Merritt, N. 1., and the letter is
in part as follows:
‘Dear Mamma and Papa:

“I have received everything 0. K
and also your latter.

“I don't think it will be long before
I get home. The boys are coming in
here by the thousands from France,
and you should see them and then
you would realize what war s, One
cannot realize it until you see it for
yoursell. There are cripples of all
kinds, some having legs blown off, and
eyes out, and everything else that s
possibla to happen to a person. It
Is just terrible. Believe me, they are
sure giad to gel back. Al] they talk
about Is the Salsgtion Army and the

telegraphic trade while in  Oregon
City. He left Camp Lewls June 27

and since that time has kept an inter

esting diary of each day. This was
forwarded to his parents this week,
and from this ths young man has seen
much of the world since leaving Cnmp{
Lewis. Among the places he has been |
stationed and passed *hrough are Win |
chester, England; Southampton, Eng
land; LaHavre, France; Odovol, Bon.|
nett, SBarcey, Vivincourt, where he
slept in the woods; Auzville, Camou-
flage, where he prepared for the big|
drive in the Argonne forest. The drive!
started September 26 at 2 A. M., Juoy. |
Nattancourt, Contritgion, and ]lasslﬂs.'}
through Paris at 10 A. M., arriving in

Fiverdinghe, Belglum, Qctober 18, at §
A. M, passing through Ypres, arriving|
on October 20 at 5 . M, at Oostniew- |
kerke, and leaving there October 26
at 12:80. Den App was reached at £
P. M., where he remilined until Octo-|

ber 28. Other places passing through
were Iseghem, Oastrosehecke, Aude

narde, where he was stationed when|
the news ol the armistice being signed
was heard; Michelbeke, Flene, Dic I-:-;
elvenne, Deuterg em Roulero, HElver|
dunghe and Housburggs, At the jatter
place he wrote the letter daled Decem- |
bar 8.

m e s |

The Women's Patriotic Edition of|
the Moming Enterprise hus just re
celved the following letter from Pri-
vate Clarence Morrell, thanking the
young women for the dollar greanback
and thg letter seut to him in France
The letter I as follows:

"Somawhere in France
Decamber 6, 1018

“Dear Friends:

“Just a few lines to let you know
that I have recelved the money sent
me. 1 wish to give my thanks to the
four young women for working so
hard to benefit the boys over there,

“l am now stationed a few miles
from Montireau, France, and have
been In Parls and in Fountainblew,
where I have had the pleasure to go
through Napoleon's castle, and It is
sure great, but tonight I am in my lit-
tle dugount.

“l was at ons time very close fo
the fighting line, but ag Fritz’' retreat-
ed so fast that I am now very far,
but still it I8 very hard for us boys
to entertain ourselves.

“We havg all played the game, and
as the war 1s so0 near over, we are
glad, but we are atil] in to the finish

“Instead of taking a poor little Eng.
lish mald out to tea, as you have sug:
gested that might suit my fancy, I am
afraid that this little eagle nolg ls

boys are doing, and if possibls 1

Red Cross, They think they are the
best things in the world. The Salva-
tion Army women made coffee and
doughnuts and took these to the boys
in the trenches, They siy ‘God bless
the Red Cross; God bless the Salva.
tion Army.

[ sent you a box for Christmas, and
suppose you have recelved it by this
time.

“It Is raining here to
band,'

“Well, as It s getting late,
close for tonight,

with lots of love and wishing yvou
a Merry Christmas and u Happy New
Year,

‘beat the

will

“Your loving son,
RODY,
“Thirteenth Infantry, Hdgq. Co,
Camp Merritt, N. J
BmE e
Dr. L. L, Plekene hag just received a
| card from Ser; nr (3. Stryk
er of the Artillery, written at Lussad
Da Lihourne, Clronde, France, and is
as follows:
Dear Doctor
“1 have thought of you many times
over hegre, and wondered how you|
|'.‘.'nuhi like to have seen thls country
with me. I will teil you & lot of it
when [ come back
“The people her wear wooden

ghoes, live In stone houses, cook over

firepluces and drink nothing bhut wine l

It does

the

‘It rains herg but not ke
in Oregon. The roads all over
country cannot be beaten.

“There are some interesting ruins
near our town, anid some date back as

| far as 700 A. D.

“The wine made here I8 the best
in the world.

“Wishing you & Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year, and with beat
regards,

"BTRYKER."
M

Mr., and Mrs. F. C. Donovan have
recently recelved two letters (from
their son, Privata Harlan Donovan,
who Is with the 337 Aero Bquadron,
and stationed in Franee. A portion of
the letters Is as follows:

“Dearsat Mother and Father:

“T wrote about that description of
the camp. It was printed In the New
York Herald on November 7, 1918, and
I am sending the copy of which 1
wrote and told you I had lost, but as
luck would have it, 1 have found it

“I am going to try and get a pass
to Metz, the town that used to send
out airplanes to bomb h—I1 out of us
We wers hombed only twice, but the
‘bloody blighters', as the English call
them, used to keep us awake uutil
after 12 o'clock, and then we would
have to get up at & o’clock. We had to

got a German helmet.

wouulbodsmpleornlshu.
r the motor of the Boche

————e . & o
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' machine, and then all aboard for the
trench.

“German souvenirs are plentitul
but I don't think that we will be able
to take¢ any home. I had a Boche
gas mask, but | gave It away, They
are groasy old things, and no telling
what Kind of germs are in them.

“So you Want to know what kind of
work [ am dolng. | am working in the
shipping room of the supply of the
First alf depot, | am not doing much
of anything since the war has ceased,
but we sure did work to put the Kals-
er out of commlssion at one time,

"“This depot Is the advance supply
for the American Expeditionary fope-
os, that s for the alr service,

“Our squadsron holds down the best
jobs in camp. There are two or threa
good men on thy flyving fleld and about
80 chauffeurs; oneé man in the mall
service and about four in the con.
struction. That Is all, except those In
the supply. We have about sixteen
men over here. There are eleven man
working in thg shipplog room. When:
ever we have any hard work, we get
Boche prisoners to do the work, We
bhad a motor overhanling and a ma.
chine shop here. We donated about
40 men to both, so you see that our
squadron was sure composed of some
good men

“Helped to build some hangars be
fore | went to work in the supply de
partment,

“Probably the next time you hear
from me will be when [ arrive In New
York. | hope so, at least, but you
can never tell. That isn't saying that
| am coming home now, but that 1
hope so at least.”

In a [etter written on November
23, he writes the following:

“Dear Mother and Dad:

“As censorship regulations have
somewhat ceased, 1 will try and tell
you where we are located. We are
near the front n the Luneville sector
or werg rather near at one timg about
25 miles back in the little town of
Colanbey Les Belles in the section of
France known as Nourthe et Moselle,
right back of Nancy,

“The camp is situated about a quar-
ter of a mile out of camp and we us-
ually went into town every night. We
did at one time experience several air
ralds, but never a plane or a person
wag touched by the bombs,

“T will tel] you & little of the route
wa travelad over. We left Halifax,
Canada, about three days after the
explosian on December 10, and arrived
in Liverpool on the night of the 24th,
and disembarked on Christmas day
From thera we went to Southampton
and remained at & rest camp. From
there we went to LaHavre, France,
this being on New Year's day. Then
we travelled to 8t, Maxient, where we
were quartered in the old cathedral,
which quartered Napoleon in his great
reign. From there we went to Romor-
rantin, when we left February 1, 1918,
and landed in this camp February 6
at which place we have since resided,
and which we hope to leave soon.

“Hoping to see you all soon,

“Your loving son,
“HARLAN."

——————— — —

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEAD
RECEIVES' DISCHARGE
FROM 0. S. SERVCE

Captain W, E. Hempstead, who has
been in the service, returned to Glad-

the Barclay building over the Jones
drug store

Captain Hempstead entered the ser-
vies 1T months ago, and at that time|

cian of this city. He received the con
miselon of lieutenant,
entaring the service wias promoted to a
captainey., He was first stationed at
Vaocouver Barracks, Wash,, then
transferrad to Fort Stevens, Oregon,
after which he was sent to Ft. Canby,
Wash, Fort Columbia, Wash.
stationed at Fort Colum-

and
After belng

? ’ gldered an expert in infaniry deill
bia. he was later transferred to Camp 'l 1 i . tl l“ nd rll!!’ ”}“ -
v ae angd axiende (1] 'r, commio
Merritt, N. J., dnd remaining there v d 5
' Iy enlled sgunds east and  west). It
for sevéral months, he was sent back ;

. | was my work to train the men who
to I‘r;.-‘ Stevens, where he was as- T Lo 10 Yofantn
signed for duty. It was befor, !.f-[nﬁl |l:T:||l |'|;T'f;l-_ I Illuh ;Ilmp l|1 ‘II I;H l;;

g drill ¢ disciplineg, 1T was not alone
runsferred to Camp Merritt, N. J,, and | S Rl $2 HANBUSIRE S
il ' . this work as there were others
| while stationed Fort Stevens he| - |
Bys | in this and other jines of work, In|
Wil promoted to o caplainey | - |
) | fact, thare were 200 or more memboera
|  Captain Hempstead suys he |s glad | it y t
| (rnining we
b e in Oregon CIty in thi ning wection

| I 0e BECK

— ———

OFACES OF WILLIANS
TRANSFER COMPANY

Hurglars early Monday morning
hroke Into the office of the Willlams
Transfer ecompany and the Hub Bar
ber ghop on Main street, entering the
buildings from the rear. Officers found
a chisel which had been left by the
robbers. At the Willlams Transler
nompany's offices nothing was taken
as far as can be learned, but the safe,
which Is alwaysgkept unlocked, was
found locked this morning, and it Is
thought that the burglarg tried the
combination, thinking that the gsafe
was locked.

W. F\. 8chooley, who has desk room
In the Williams office, had hig desk
brokeén open, and the contenta were
geattered over the floor, but only a
flashlight, which was In the desk at
the time, was misging, The robbers
tooj the light, but left another one,
of iInferior grality, in its place, Noth-
ing was taken at the Hub barger shop.
Chief of Pollce Woodward Is working
on the case.

DEMURRER OVERRULED
—_——

The demurrer in the divorce sult of
Margaret M. Shinner vs Edward Shin-
ners was overruled and given until
January 8 to file answer .

e o

stone, and will resume his medical pro- !
fession, and has leased office ronins in |

was coroner and a prominent physi ]:
{

and soon art.» 1

| These men

RAIDED BY THIEVES

Slusanil waanlaad .-rA =l balaw avanwd IMARS AT TRN e

] WEELKY SOLDIER LETTERJ

0. E. Freytag, of Gladstoune, ls In
receipt of a very Interesting letter
from his son, Sergeant Clayton B
Froytag, of Company F. 116th Engl
neers, written in France November
24, 1918, The young man is now in
the United States, and will soon ar
rive here to spend a few weeks with
his father,

The lotter Is as follows:

Angers, France, Nov.
"Dear Father:

“Today 1s called ‘Father's Day,' so
here goos, and as the lid s off, ete,
will try and tell some of my experi-
ances since leaving the United States

“Our experiences have been many
and varled. We have traveled (in many
different ways from Pullman sleopers
to a small box var marked on each
side 8§ hommes, 40 cheteaux (3 men or
10 horses) & very cold and unpleasant
means of travel, eapecially In winter
time

“Weo left New York November 186,
1917, and were 14 days on the sea,
wherg we apent a neverto-be-forgot-
ton Thanksgiving day, My, but the sea
wag rough, and our boat pltched and
Jumped arcuntl ke cork. Stood watch
in a place called ‘the forward crow's
noest’, which is located on the forward
mast, and Is 75 feet above the deck,
and is reached by climbing the rigging
as far as the cross tree and from there
straight up the mast to the crow's

It was no fun nor an easy job
going up the mast with the boat do-
Ing all gorta of capers. The waves at
times broke against the side of the
boat and would soak us to the skin
70 feet above decks. We woere on the
ship Tenedores, not a large boat but
quite seaworthy.

“After 14 days of rough riding we
finally came to anchor In the bay at
St. Nazalde and docked early the next
morning. We were not allowed off the
boat until the afternoon of the 17th
day from New York, when we {irst
touched French soll

“We moved Into billets the same
dny, My how it waa raining. We stay-
ed here nine days und a very wat,
cold, hungry ning days it was, Here
we lost 147 members of our company
who were sent to the Second Engi
nears, who were then on the front. [t
was a cold, wet and very blue day
when our old members and friends
left us. We all felt blue and discour-
aged just at this time you may be
sure, Finally orders came for us (o
break camp and move somewhers,
where we didn't know.

“On the 14ty of December, we left
2t. Nazalre, got aboard of some box
cars, (8 horses and 40 men) and start-
on the coldest ride I ever took any-
where. After about 38 houra' travel,
wo artived at a place called La Cour
tine, in the state of Creuse, which s
in the south eentral part of France
Here the snow was about knee deep
and ths thermometer at zero or low-
er. lera we moved Into very good
barracks, were wel] fed, ln fact, were
quite comfortable as far as that goos,
had stoves {n our rooms, elc, s0 were
not 0 bad off. Hers we spent our
first Xmas In France, where [l
spend my next one, I don't know, We
stayed here about a month and then
moved to Seller sur Cher, which I8
in the very northern part of the state
of Indre. Here wa were billeted in a
large barn, but were quite comfort
cold, almost ke spring.

“We stayed at Sellers sur Cher until
the 6th dav of February, whem we
moved agzain, thls time to Angers, ar-
riving there the #th of February
Have been here ever since,

Here in Angers we have fought the
only hattle of itg kind In the Amarl
can Expeditionary Forces, and the
mgest lasting from the first of March

until
ng far

24, 1918

or sar'ier, forgotten exact date,
now and it isn't finished yet
as I know.

Wil try to tell a little of our work,
how it was done, ete. We have a traln
ing section of which I was a member.
From and throagh this trainlng sec-
tion all work jg carried on, 1 wns con-

"“We woulld reczive
placement men from some camp in
the United States abont onee a month,
woulil he attached to th
different lettered companles for ra
tlong, ete. Our work would then 2o
gomething ke this: We would get A
Company In ths morning for Inf. C
and B orders in the alternoon D, und
. or the same thing, which, when
the perlods for our instruction were
over would be & day's work for us.

“The next day would be the same
only ) Company in the morning and
C and ¥ Company in the afternoon.
Thiz would go on day after doy, week
alter week, Our work was quite thor-
ough, Had to be, hecause we very sel-
dom saw the game men over four or
five timeg when they would be sent
to gome English regiment up on the
front, These men weore all green re-
cruits when they first arrlved in our
camp, and when they left were a very
well trained soldier,

“Now for the town of Angers ltaelf:
It is a eity of about (80,000 befora the
war) 18,000 and is sitanted on the
river Maine. Angers hag many old
places famous In the early history of
France, I have visited many of these
places and they are very interesting
and beautiful. This city has one of the
oldest and mest famous chateaux in
France, also several oll and famous
cathedrals, vory rich in old paintings
and other works of art of historical
value,

“There are several very pretty
vilinges near town that can be reach-
¢d by trolley. One of these places is
Pont de Ce, which {s located on a
branch of Loire river, about six kilo-
meters from Angers. Pont dé Ce is-
in the early history of France.

a bunch of re

“The weather in general here I8 fine
Not real cold at any time, por very
hot in the summer and not very wet
in fact very lttle rain, about 20 inoh-
o8 avorage per yoar. Really an ldeal
climate to lve in. I really llke this
part of Prance fine, but France In
Francy and not the United Btates of
Amerioa,

“l have been in other places besides
Aunger., Have been in Tours, Sumur,
Orloans, Nancy, 'arle, Vorsallles, Lo
Mans, Rennes, St Malo and many
other smal] towns (oo numerous Lo
mention, but in all travely | never
got nearer the front than Paris at
any time,

“Some of the boys went to the front
a8 convoy to troops going to some
rogiment up on the front. After de
livering these mon to the regimant to
which they were sent the boys re
turned to Angers with some great
stories to tell,

*Wa, oxcopt Co. F, are not doing
vory much now except Infantry drill,
Co. 'F is a school for 8 D. 8 candl
dates, who are trying for a commin.
slon, and It Is our job to teach them
all wa know about army work. As Ia
to bo expected we are making good at
our work, Co, I has the best offloors
and non-com's In the 116th Englneers,
bar none. Sounds ke 'm blowing my
own horn, but I'm not. Our Hdq, says
80, 80 guesa It must be true,

“The 10ty of December of this year
will bo the end of our first year In
France, and how much longer we will
stay It is hard to say, so will close
now,

“With love to all and wishing you all
8 Morry Xmag and & Happy New Year,
1 am,

"SAT. CLAYTON R. FREYTAG,
“Co. F, 116th Eng., Amer. B, F,
“France.”

M

The following lotter has been re-
calved by the Women's Patrlotie Bl
tion of the Morning Enterprise from
Elbert Charman, who Is on the Stars
and Stripes. the offielal paper of the
American Expoditionary Forces:

Hlois, France,
Dec, 9, 1918
Patriotic Editlon Committes,

Oregon Clty, Ope
“My dear Friends:

“It Is with sincers thanks that 1
noknowledge your newsy latier of Oct
318t and the souvenir of the home
country which It contalned. 1 am sure

that 1 shall spend the groenback very |’

carefully, for it represents to me the
whole-hearted, enthusiastic support
which we over here have always re |
celved from our home people. I read
the patriotic edition with a great deal
of pleasure, as did o whole billet full
of artillerymen with whom [ was
quartered at the timg I rocelved It
Nong of them came from Oregon Clty
or even from Oregon, but you would
be surprised at the way the boys grab
anything which printed in English.
Thus It Is not exceptional to find
som, former Chicagoan or New York
ur perusing with consuming interest
the locals from o Miaml, Florida,
weekly or other small town paper.
"The conclusion of the armistloo
glnce your letter wus written has
given us all hopes of an early re
turn home. We arg al] proud of the
war record at home and abroad of
our homa state, and, it ls unnocessary
to add, ara all anxious to get back
to the greater Oregon which we will
undoubtedly find. 1 know this because
many of the Third Oregon (162nd Inf.)
boyas are at Contres, twelve miles
south of Hlols, and whenever | have
sgen aby of them since Nov. 11th,
thelr flrst question has been, “When
are we going home?" So make prepar
atlons for 4 heavy run on ham and
eggs and sirlolns, apple ples nod nut
sundies or a serlous shortage of such
Ike will be In order. With an allur
ing pictare of home #nd thg homo
folky In our minds we are marking
time and toasting “Deor Tag." The
Day whicy will he entively differont

from the one the Germans had In
mind when they used that expros
.iirnn

"Agaln expressing my appreclation

of your thoughtful remembrance and
the patriotle support which It repre |
ients, |
"Clordinlly yours,
“ELDERT B, OHARMAN."
Reprosenting “Stars and Stiripes™,
A, B0, 726, American E, F,, France
(Charman 18 tha gon of T. L, Char-|
mnn of thiz eclty,)

En Mn M
Isane Austin has recelved the 1'-|!|
latter from hig son, Charley
Austln, of Company B, 305tk Infentry,
T7th Divislon, written In France on
Father's Day:
Bordeaux ,France,
“Dead Dad:

“Ag this 18 father's day, I will drop
you a faw Hnos to let yon know that |
am gstil]l alive and feeling fine, but 1
am atill at the hospltal walting for the
time to come when I will e shipped
oitt, As the D B oand € go  befors
the A clasg It Is hard to tell when the
A clasg, which I am in will go, but
I don't think It =dll be very long, #s
they want to vacate this hospital as
goon a8 posgible. We boys In the A
class were expecting tobe gent back
to our companies, but the latest news
is that we will be gent back to the
states as casualg, so If that Is true, 1
don't think we will be here very much
lopnger. The only thing I regret Is
that 1 wasn't with my company when
the armistice wns signed. The com-
pany wag at the front at that time.

“We had orders to roll our packs
early Saturday morning and be ready
to move at any minute. Well, I was as
sick ns n dog, but I stayed there and
drilled until Monday night, and no or-
ders came to move so when the sick
call sounded 1 fell into lne with 22
others out of the company. There
were three of us tagged for the hos-
pital, Well, we started out to the main
road to get Into an ambuance. We
had about & mile to walk, There we
took the ambulance and rode for about
fifteen miles to a field hospital. We
remained there over night, and took

lowing

Nov. 24, 1118

anvaIamnw.

"
D V1

1 don't| hom
e A S 2t

know how far that trip was, but It
took us from Monday nlght to Satur
day night to make It, a0 I guoss we
Junt about made a trip acrons France,

“We left the Argonne Forest, which
is way up In Northern France, and
we arp now In the southern part of
Franoe, about six  miles from  the
connt

“Poday | saw about 200 German
prisoners lined up anaworing ag thelr
names worg called, They are send.
Ing them home, and they sure looked
husky and well. All were groat blg,
fat fellowy and every mother's son of
them had a brand new navy blue sult
of overalls, jumper and n new blan-
kot. That's u good denl different than
the way they have beon sending the
Tiritah praoners home, fsn't 1t?

“Tell mother, I have met sovoral
boys from her old state—~Kentuoky,

"Woll, In regard to the war, Thore
were dayn whepn we were advaneing
on the Hana that the alr wan so full of
bullets that one could almost see
them, but genarally wo wont ahead
untll we got them, The whiz of the
big sholls and the hum of the burmting
shirapnel would almost sing & man to
mloop If It had not been wuch & dan-
gerous gong, but every (ying plece
thut hits & man, olther means death
or & Hfelong wound

“"Goe, 1 winh you folks could woe
the battle fleld of Argonne Forest,
It s Werally a mass of barbod wire
and entanglements as well as shell
holes. Thy trees werp uprooted annd
blown to pleces like o many stacks
of mtraw.

“I wil tell you more of the war and
whaut I have soen when 1 relurn
home,

“Yoor loving son,

"CHARLEY AUSTIN,
"Company B, 306th Infantry,
17th Diviston, France."

M m

The following lotter has been re
celved by H, J. Bigger from his son,
Frivate Alfred Bigger, of Company B,
18th Engineors Rallway Company,
written on November 4, 1018, on
Futher's Day

La Rochelle, Franve
Nov, M, 1518
‘My doar Fathor

"Well, T will write a fow lnow, con
corning my welfure, ote. This place
wherg we now are Iy about three miles
from this mentioned city, working
on i large plant for the assembling of
rallway cars, It In soma project—enor.
mous tracks, n  wvery large power
plant, and several large barracks,
auth ong holding 600 men, which are
the most substantial of their kind con:
strueted by the Americang In France
This Is & small project comparod with
some we have worked on sines our ap
rival over here. Ong can not reallze
the extent of the work the forces have
done In the last 16 months, And the
material that has been shipped here
Is beyond osatimate. | would ke to
kel hold of m photo of the job that
muade the RElghteenth famous. The
Hansens dock, started In October, 1917,
and finished In April, 1918 This was
bullt by western men and  weslern
bullt ships wers discharging freight
there. Ships conatructed by Skinner &
Eddy of Soattle.

“We put In 12 monthy of our service
around Bordeaux and the other three
In this section,

“"Hordeaux sectlon seems more like
home to us, and helng the first troops
to arrive in that district, add wo made
n good Impresslon with the French
there, The name of the Elghteenth will
long be remombersd Ly thess people
Wa are connldered the head of the 8.
0. 8 of the AE F and we deserve
n lttle eredit

"“We hate Lo ses the winters come on
but summers are very woll apent. But
Inst winter belng our first to spend
here we had to bocome seclimated
This one wont ba so hard to take, al
thongh hard enough

"Wall, I'm going to cloge with the
wishing of returning home, ahd hops
yorir henlth and happiness rest at the
highest degree. I am In the hest of
honlth, and prepared to face any cons
ditlons and tests 1 am pat to

“From your loving son,

PTRIVATE ALFRED BIGGER,

“On, I, 18th Engrs, Ry, A. B P,
France."

Ry Ry My
Rev. and Mry, W. T. Mllllken and
fumlly hove recelved the following

lettor from Frank MUiken
Frince

who Is In

Lausgine de Libonrne,

Decomber 4th, 1918

Deny Folks
T nm still In the swme placs In
I|"l'.1|:li'. and ame In the very hest of
health, Flera's hoplng that this letter
fitie You the same. Have recelved
ning letters Iy the last two days, and

ws todoy 14 roally mall day I guoss I’
gel u few more. Burely seemyg good Lo
gt word from home, belleve me. Now
that the wir la over | suppose we
will be golng home beforo many
moons, and I'Nl tell you I've seen just
rnough of the old countries to know
how to really appreciste the United
Btales,

“Whilo in England I did not get to
Birmingham, and when we go bnek 1
ghall bes too anxlous to get home to
£0 Lo #eq the relatives there, It would
siraly be great, Mother, to go to see
the home wherg you were horn, but
I whall forego the plessure until |
can rideg on gomething more luxurious
than tranwport or box curs—"Hommey
40, chevaux, 8. Those are French
wordg which 1 will never forget any-
Way.

“While In Eogland 1 vigited Hristol
and Southampton. Have also heen In
Rouen, Havre, Le Mans, Bordenux,
and many other rench towns. Have
guthered up quite & collection of
souvenirs to take home, colns of al
most every country In Europe, also o
palr of wooden shoes for Panay, They
Wors made by Monsleur Gourrlnat,
who lives aoross the street from aus,
and 18 a very good friend of mine.

"When I get back I think I will be
ablp to parlez vous [Prancais pretty
well.

"When we came across it wae on an
old English frelghtor, the Jagon. One
of our fellows figured out a puzsle
which hag worked out all right.

J—Ilg for July, the month we loft
e,

E———

- In for August, when we left the
U. "

8—In for Septembor, the month we
renched France,

Ol for October, when ws entered
camp In Franee.

N-la for the clone of HOghting
Novambar,

"Had a note from John Ray! since
the fghting closed, and old  “Siim"
haw come through all right, He ex
poots Lo be homa by Christmas. Prob
ably will got thure befory Led (Kel
logg) and [ do

"I wint o tell you how the Frenah
bury thelr dead, who oan't continue
to pay the ground rent. They bury
thom by thy month wuntll the rent
money raog out, whother It be two
months or ten years, then they dig
them up and throw them ioto & stoek:
ade about a guarter of a block long
ung wide, When a follow first looks
over this and seos the skaletons, many
of them with the flash only half rot
todd off, It wure glves him a slekening
fooling, and he boging to wonder if
France s truly olvilized. Then it be-
e to dewn upon him why “Spanish
Flu" and kindrod contaglous dineases
Wre wo prevalent, Some of the nuls
evon crawled over the fence, took gold
tooth for souvenirs, and were showing
them around the moss-hall while the
followy wory oating. Then they have a
big tomb where they bury the French
soldiers untll the odor leaves them,
wWhen they ary thrown into the stock:
wde, 1 judge that cremation must be
against thelr religion

“I wos surely glad to hear from the
Uregun Cliy Patriotic Editlon of the
Maorning Enterprise, 1 tall you the hon-
ant-togoodness American dollar  that
they sont looked good to me. 1 will
keep it untll 1 got whore It will do
tho mont good. WHl not forget the
glrls for rememboring ua chaps away

over horo, It was mightly good ef
them
"Well, folks, | am golng o close

for this time. Hope to hear from you
Among those who have written
Ny was Mr. Latourstia, und my #°
sepmed good 10 hear (rom him! Glve
My

nion

regurdy o averyone
“Your loving won,
FRANK W, MILLIKEN"
P8 - Just hoard we can  writs
anything now except to critleleg the
Government. Who the Sam HIll would
erititize dear old Uncle Sam ™

Plokans, of this elty, Is In
recelpt of o most Interesting letter
from Corporal James ¥ Lawson,
whose home e ot MeMinnville, Yam
il county, and well known In Ore
gon Clty, o member of Company A
127th Infantry, and In France. The
following Is the letter
France, Nov, 19,
Plekens

"1 left the hospltal on Og¢lober 186,
and arrived at the compaty on the
nd. It was then back to the lines
about wolght kilometers for replace
ments. | was terribly busy therg drill-
Ing raw recrulty to hit the front Hoes
In about two woeks, wo did not have
ting tp writs lottors. Waoll, now the
war I8 onded and I mm 0 o better
position to keep up my correspon:
donca

i L L

Gourdeconurt,
Dwar Dr

"1 might say that we wore on the

front llnes when the armistice was
plgned and went Into effect. 1t was
indeed very dramatic for un. We had

our packes on (unsware of the armis
tleal and ready 1w form our combat
groups when a runner came up and
delivermd the good nows to us, Ha ar-
rived Just in timg to keep us from
gulng over the top, Maybe If we had
gones over 1 would not be here to-
night. Maybe many others of the boys
would have besn In the same ‘boat’
However, we were saved, and 1 thank

od my  ‘lucky  stirs’  many  times
wince

“Our divislon (Thirtysecond) hins
beent honored In belng one of the

ahoson divisions o follow up the Huns
a# they evacuats thy French territory,
W are called the Army  of Decupn
fion,

“When 1 left the division Novem-
ber 19 (1 am nwny to schoo] now) It
was on the Luxemburg border, and
thirty-five kilometors from the city of
Luxemburg, The day 1 1afi we enterad

towna that were inhabited by  the
Fronch people, They were ‘bubbling
over with joy and enthuslnsm  and
they showed this by thelr actions.
They shook our hands and suld ‘Tong
Live Amerlea’. Then they had  the
Tnived  States  and  Fretcl flugn
streaming from all windows and doors
AL ono town the peopls hud form-
ed an wreh over the road with United
Stileg and Fronch Mugs, snd In the

conter hung o sign reading ‘Honor Lo
Our Libprators' AL another place o
Womnn hrought out n blg coffee pot
fllled with coffon and sorvod us with
coffeo as we passed by, It certainly
made uy feel good and proud to he
wouring the khakl when we rocolved
gach warm weleomes,

“I did not get very far on the
murch (Luxemburg), when I was or
dered back to  #gehool—-a  leutenant,
gergeant and mysolf from our com-
pithy. The sergeant is taking up the
study of gas, the leutenant and my-
#elfl taking up the varlous specialtios
In the infantry work, We havg finish-
od our firat week of It, and for my-
wolf, 1 ke It very well. It s helping
me to brush up o little on my military
tactics, The course is for four weeks.
Wao will probably ba through about
Docember 22, Then we will rejoin the
division up on the Rhine. When we
whl get home s & guestlon to all of
ug. Wa hope very soon,

“I'his might be interesting to tell
you we have been continually fn the
linos since May 10th. We have been
6L Alsuce-Lorralne, Chatean-Thierry,
Holssons and Argonne Woods and the
Verdun [ronts, no you can ses we have
heen on soma of the fronts.

"You remember Mr. Johngon? He ls
@ corporal now and with the old com«
pany, We have planned to come back
to old 1. 8. A, and home together.

"Bincerely yours,

“CORPORAL JAMES B, LAWSON,

“Company A, 127th Infantry,
A P.0O. m.mmnm"
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