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NEED FOR COOPERATION

The president is evidently not enthusiastic, to say the least,
over the proposal to establish a joint congressional committee
on the conduct of the war. Whether his reluctance is due to
his own intellectual processes or to political counsel with
which he is afflicted, is of minor consequence. The result,
as he himself might say, is a great disservice to himself.

The creation of such a committee, with the cordial approvali
of the president, would at once establish the necessary rela-
tions of mutual confidence and cooperation between the ex-

servers along the border that one of the chief instrumentalities
in swinging Mexico from a pro-German to a pro-Ally atti-
tude was the German propaganda itself. Americans well
know how active German emissaries have been in Mexico.
Some of the diplomats we shipped back to Germany were
|caught with their fingers in the Mexican pie. In the last few
months the propagandists, corruptionists and spies have been
especially active. And as usual, they have overplaved their
part. Just as in this country, their insolent methods have
aroused antagonism and defated their purpose.

Prominent Mexicans have declared lately that their govern-
ment might declare war against Germany by the end of July.
They say that all the German ships in Mexican ports will be
seized, German property will be confiscated, the great Tam-
(pico field will be made safe for the Allies and all Germans will
be interned. That would indeed be a bitter blow for the Prus-
sian statesmen who but lately hoped to use Mexico as an ally
against the United States.
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LOYALTY ON THE FARM.

At present there is a great effort being made to conserve

e_cutive and legislative branch&s of the government which are [pur food aupp[y b)' pmventing waste on the part of the con-

so desirable and necessary if the national forcds are to be ef-
ficiently co-ordinated for the prosecution of the war. Such

sumer. Every household is urged to “save in the kitchen.”
This is important, but it isn't all. We shouldn't overlook the

a committee is constitutional, traditional and helpful. Its
membership would be determined by the party organizations
in either house of congress; it would be representative; exist-|
ing political conditions show that it would contain a majority |
of members from the president’s own party; while it would|
afford a convenient avenue for bringing the views of the two
branches of the government and of the two parties into sub-|
stantial accord.

And so would the committee as a whole. The war has not |
proceeded even thus far without its scandals. Scandals are
likely to multiply under conditions as they have been. The
joint committee would minimize the opportunity for scandals
because its function would be to submit to trained scrutiny the |

most important plans of the war which require congressional | harvest crops or for plowing crops under when transportalioni
sanction, either by the grant of power or the appropriation of to the market was difficult and expensive, and it was plain the
money. It is better to be safe than sorry. The president is prices paid would not compensate them for their work. But 126

not playing safe, however, in disdaining the cooperation of |
congress. He should welcome it.

loss at the other end of the line. The farmer or gardener
wastes as much as the cook.

Our farmers are efficient producers, but not efficient con-
servers. [hey are generally wasteful of the stuff they raise.
An enormous amount of grain, fruit and vegetables is lost
through careless methods of reaping, storing and shipping.
There must be more attention in this direction.

There is another form of wastefulness, too, that is more
reprehensible than that caused by carelessness. It is the delib-
erat destruction of crops which might easily be gathered and
added to the nation's food store. There may have been in
previous years justification for this policy in many agricultural
sections. Farmers could hardly be blamed for neglecting to

his year, at least, there can bep no excuse for it.

We are now engaged in a struggle for tremendous import !
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If the president fears that the movers of the resolution— in which every citizen must play his part. Our people and | 140
Senator Weeks and Representative Madden—took action in our allies must be ted. Prices, fortunately for the Procluccr‘l"""'

order that they might become members of the proposed com-
mittee, he may dismiss his fears. Under the practice of con-

gress, they would doubtless be members of the committee if
it is set up. But their high character, their long experience in|

Congress and their wide experience in the practical life of the |
country in which this administration and the Democratic party

are so deficient, mean that they could, in such position, render | duction, performing a service as essential as that of the fight | by
\ing man at the front. If he lets any food go to waste that| .-

to the nation and the president the very highest service.

SQUARE CONSCRIPTION

The young manhood of America registered willingly for the
selective draft, and now awaits the selection with confidence
that it will be, as President Wilson has insisted it must be,
"just, fearless and impartial.”

It will be difficult, of course, to select our new armies from |
the great number of men registered without making occas-|
ional mistakes. When only one man is chosen out of 15 or 20,

and inevitable. There will be men selected who believe they
should not have been, and there will be men rejected who be-
lieve they ought to be taken. But of the honest intent that |
lies back of the conscription, and the zealous efforts of the|
war department and the conscription boards to give every man |
a square deal, there will be no question. And there is every
reason to believe that in the application of the just rules laid|

down the officers now undertaking to sift 10,000,000 men|
for the half-million best fitted for fighting will do their work
with as much efficiency as honesty of purpose.

This is a very different business from the civil war drafts.
Old men still remember with bitterness the injustice and par-|

tiality of those days. The draft was not applied uniformly. | and $3.00 a day can get along, it must be considered that fre-| 7

It was permissible to hire substitutes, Money or influence
gained immunity for great numbers of citizens while their|

humbler fellows were forced into the army. Today money, |
influence, social or official position, counts for nothing. No!

will probably be high enough to recompense him for all his
investment and labor. But no matter what prices may be, the
producer owes it to his country to make available for human
use every bit of foodstuff of every kind that he can possibly
turn out. .
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Our farms are battlefields. The farmer is a soldier of pro-| 112

might be saved he is acting disloyally.

HOW PEOPLE GET BY.

In these high price times, it is certainly a mystery how
some families manage to get by. When you consider how
prices have risen from 50 to 100 per cent, while wages and
salaries have not gone up in that proportion, it is a problem
how some families manage to exist and keep together.

For a great many people it has been solved by the ability |
it “rill & hard to say in every case that the choi_ce was rightlof thEir Cl’li‘dren to gel work and hclp support the family | 1771

There is such a demand for work of all kinds, that almost any
young person of the most middling intelligence can find things
to do. It sometimes seems foolish for so many girls to train
for stenographers; yet the demand for them keeps up. As fast
as one lot gets able to take positions, a previous group of them
have been married.

A young man who can't get work today must be either
incurably indolent or.incredibly stupid. An examination of a
leading metropolitan paper the other day showed about six
'columns of advertisements of Help wanted, and only a column
of Situations wanted. Usually the proportion is reversed.

So when one wonders how the man who is getting $2.50

quently he has several children working and turning in money |

toward family expenses, The whole family may have re-
sources of $2000 a year. The people who have courage to
marry and have children often get the most comfort out of

man will be immune unless he is demonstrably unfit for the|j;f,.

army, or can render the nation better service where he is. |
Rich and poor, high and low, will march side by side.

MEXICO NEXT?

Now comes the strangest news from Mexico. The coun-
try that has given us so much trouble for the past five years,
that hated Americans and everything American, that was sus-
peteaj pue Aueuuer) yjim Butpueisiopun jaides e Jo pajoad

ar offering a side-door entrance for German invasion of our|

territory—that country is reported ready to declare war
against Germany and enter the conflict as our ally.

It doesn't seem possible. And yet there is no ionger any
question that Mexican seantiment has swung in favor of the
allied cause. Many things have contributed to this end.

QOur own super-decent treatment of Mexico has at last sunk
into the Mexican consciousness, The action of Cuba, Panama,
Brazil and other Latin countries, sisters of Mexico, in ranging
themselves under our leadership to repel German aggression
has taught a wholesome lesson. The vastness and whole-
heartedness of our war preparations, too, has had its effect.
The Mexicans see now that it was strength, not weakness, that
withheld chastisement from them when they were so sorely
plaguing us. The most enlightened Mexican leaders have
come to realize that if they want to remain in good standing as
an American republic they must drop their silly, provincial
prejudices and take a firm stand morally and politically with
the rest of the New World, to uphold Pan-American ideals
and insure the preservation of our common liberties.

" This, however, isn't the whole story. It is declared by ob-

. Of course the young married man with a family of little
'ones has a heavy burden. [f the wife goes out and helps earn,
'the family suffers and the children run wild. The garden and
| the chicken house are a wonderful help for such people. They
must be contented with smaller space than their fathers had,
but they need a roomy and well utilized back yard. The out-
skirts of any tawn supply that, and an inexpensive bicycle will
enable the head of the house to get to his work easily.

BUREAUCRACY RUN MAD.

]

When a Congressman introduced a resolution asking the
|Postmasler General to inform the House of Representatives
| what publications had been denied the use of the mails, Mr.
| Burleson sent word that it would not be compatible with the
public interest to supply the information. In other words, if
the Postmaster General says stop the publication, you stop and
ask no questions. Congress has no right to ask questions. It
is incompatible with the public interests for Congress to know

when or why or to what extent the right of speech and the
press is limited. This is bureaucracy run mad.

There is recognition at last in almost every corner of the
New World that our “'continental destinies” are the same, re-
gardless of dividing boundaries and differences of race, lang-
uage and tradition. Yankees and Latins can now meet on
common ground as democrats and brothers. Its a wondrous
transformation from the attitude of suspicion and hostility

that we used to find, not so long ago, almost everywhere south
of the Rio Grande.
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DAIRYMEN PIGNIC AT
2D ANNUAL  AFFAR
HELD NEAR LOGAN

Mr. Willlam Ladd, of Portland, own-
or of several herds of prize cattle in
various sections of the state, was one
of the principal speakers at the second
annual cow-testers' plenle held near
Logan Saturagy. Other speakers were
0. G, Bimpaon, of the Oregon Dalry Bx-
change, 0. W. Finch, Clackamas coun-
ty cow-tester, Mra. A. 1. Hughes, Prof.
B. L. Westover, O, A. C, and Prof.
Hynlop, of 0. A. G,

In the stock judging contests Roy
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Smith won firat place, Albert Coop,
wecond, and Walter Funk, third place,

But the report of the commitios,
although It has been flled with City
Recorder John W, Loder, has not beem
read to the council yet, Lack of a
quoram. fallure to meet and divers
reasons have conspirod to keep the
commitiee's report In darknous.

Through the chalrman, Councliman
A. B. Buckles, it has bean lonrned that
no recommenduations were made by the
committes nnd that the report simply
turng back to the councll for recon
slderation of the park proposal,

The next meeting of the eouncil
has been set for August 1, Wednes-
day of noxt week. At this time the
report will probably be read and from
the requests for Information that have
come from cltizens, It {s expected that
o large number will be present to dem-
onstrate thelr support of the meanure.

It ls known that several members of
the council have reversed thelr opin
fons on the question of the park and
will vote in Ita favor on the next bal-
lot although they were ngainst it be-
fore,

Thess men explnin their change of
hoart by polnting out that in the face
of the wide popular demand for a park
they conld only take this attitude after
the true feeling of the people had boen
shown,
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PORTLAND ROAD ON
070 STREET 15, NOW
OPEN. SAYS ROUTS

The 82d strest road from Oregon
City to Portland is now open for auto
travel, says County Rondmunster T. A.
Roots, who has been in charge of the
work on the rond for the past several
weeks. This s the only big plece

of improvement that will be made be-
twoen the Multnomah and Clackamas
county suburbs this year, says County
Judge H. 8. Anderson. The greatest
activity is to be centered upon the

roada to the south, eapeclally the New
Hra hill which ls dungerous,



