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RUMOR STARTS
SQUATTER RUSH

The BLACK BOX

By E. PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM
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WOMEN AB WELL AS MEN ARE Phasengrophe from
AMONG ARMED HOLDERS J :
OF LAND, |

—_—— | BYNOPSIS.
. m B m ’ Sanford Quesl, manter crimbiobagisl af
b workl Mmde thal In b I_!.?'

| 1w Macdengal (he miurderes f
| Ashileighis daughior, he has but Just be
un & Hfe-and Seath siruggle »iith & mre
terisys waslyr attndnal o & hiddeg

[ Frotesser Ashisigh's gardes he
amen a8 axibhrupold aps shodeton 4= 5 )
ing Inbumagy creature, hall sesbey, haif
man, destroted by Bre |

BE OPENED CAUSES STANPEDE

Despite Bnowsterm at Seward, Tenals
Continue 1o Rise on Valuabls
Ground—New Road Not
to Inerfere, ‘
|

Ris foww
contalping dlamands torm froam & bave )
throat by & palr of anulms, (hrealening
hands, bath with sarcasts threalening
nitea plgred by the Intrutadle hards
kin return from Anding the bady of Mas
Gougal, wha had secaped on his wur s

., he 8 arteetnd for the murder of
e valer, Moss Drown, and & Miss Julay
in his rewive  Llaurs and leapoes. his as
whatunis wuspmal Cralg thae rlrear'n
valet trap Craly amidl rescss Cuest fros
the Tomba to hypootise Cralg tate conles-

—_—

BEWARD, Alnsaka, Apeil 18, —Hum ‘
ors that (he Alaska Engineoer commis- |
slon had decided Lo throw open o wi .  contes-
tement the Shacre terminal tract bere :_:;: n:ﬁ;ﬂ.;x#‘ﬂ;z‘.-n;:l:; hﬁ‘:l::“r‘ ha
soquired by the government with the | He dodeve Pollie Dnepector Fronch, whe
purchasy of the Alaska Northern Rail. Solovered Mo sermpe

road canend o wimpede of seaiens| g hery ) er

who bave oecupled almost all of the
tract, !
Many prominent boslosss men and THE UNOI—I_N TERROR.

soveral women are aming the squat

ters. who have armed (bemselves with | CHAFT:R Xiv.

rifles Ther

w,':rmml::mf’:fmu bo: | WD & lttle gesture of despalr
' Quoest turned away from the lnstru

ment which seemed suddenly to have

a8 yei 0o one has been hurt
Usied Biates District Judge Fred | oo 0 ooty unreaponsive, and
logked across the vwista of square

M. Brown had plasned to obtain wee
e, o) A (7 et and wngid masne f epnne
to Boward from all parts of Alowks and | *ire® to where the lights of larger
from the United States as & resnlt of | 5" YOrk flared up agatust the aky
the Anpoancement that Seward would From his attle chamber the roar of
be the tdowster terminus of (he gov the cliy a few blocks away was al
erament rallroad to Falrbanks. Wars In his ears. He had forgotten

in those hours of frenzied solitude 10
fear for bis own safety, He thought

Deputy United Staies Attorney Whit
m-uam '#3.»‘2’.-.""&23? :mnf: only of Lecora. He paused once more
sale of the road to the government fa | o the little Mg
completed by the payment July | of | [L490f. Where are you™ he sig
the first $500,000 on the §1,500,000 pyr. | DAled. "I have taken a lodging In the
chase prive. Mr. Whitlery sald  he Servants’ clud. [ st »till 1n hiding,
would not interfere with the squatters | BOPIRE that Cralg way come bere. |
unless the raflroad company files a | 8% Very anxious about you"
complaint of trespass Btill no reply! Quest drew a chair
Tho rush to selte claims on the ter- | 9P to the window and sal there with
minal tract began Sunday morning | folded arms looking dowa Into the

The first lot was staked by 1B R La. | streel.  Suddenly he sprang to his

berve, son of the former recefver of the | feet. The instrument quivered—there
ltu A message at last! He took U

Alaska Northern
Despite & snowstorm. which hlankei- | dowa with & little choke of relief
od Beward foday, the stampede con “I don't know where I am. !am ter
tinned and squatters were busy setting | rifled, 1 was outside the garage when
up tents and clearing their lols i was seized from behind, The ‘Hands'

R e S e beld me. 1 was unconsclous until [

Oupyrighl, 1A by Ota F. Weasl)

Rgl

lan

tave
appeared from nowbers Black buves one

In Just the same wWi) b op
pladeed, “thai | am sendina ber hiy
assake At (he presetil Vwment--a
mesaage which aho will reccive ang
undersiand wherever she Lo hidie
Would sou lke 1o know what | am

telling bor?

The mun shiversd His srva. as
though fascinated, walchied the ltile
Instrument

“1 am saying thie Cralg” Quest
cottinked, “COralg la here sad I my
power. e la sitting within & fow
Teet of me and will ot leave this
roeoms until he hae told me your whare
Abouls. Keep up your cournsge, La
Bora. You ahall be fres in an hour ™

The trapped man looked away from
e lastrument Inte Quest's face
There was & momestary flcker of

| pompihing (hat might bave passed for

courage i his toge

“Mr. Quest™ he sald, “you are A
wonderful man, but theore are limits to
your power. You cal tear my tongue
out from wmy mouth, but you casnot
force me 1o apeak™ -,

Quest leaned & liitle further for
ward In his chalr, hls gare becawe
more copcenirated,

“Thay s where You Are wrong,
Crulg That ls where you make a il
take. In & very few minutes you will
be telilag wme all the secrels of your
hearnt.”

Cralg shivered, drew back a litle
la his chalr, tried to rise and fell
back 2galn helpless

"My God!” ho oried
alote!™

“Whest rou have told me the truth.”
Quest answered awiftly, “and you will
teil me all 1 want to kmow [ a‘*few
minutes Your eyellds are get
ting a little heavy, Cralg Don't re
slst. Something which Is like sleep ln
coming over you You see my will
has yours by the throat™

Cralg shook his head. A very weak

“Leave me

smile of triumph Aftkered for a mo- |

ment at the corners of his Npm

“Your torture chamber trick won't |

work on me!™ he exclalmed. .“You
can pever—"
The whaole gamut of emotions

seemed already to Bare spest thewm-
selves In the man's face, but at that
moment there was a pew element, ai
eclement of terrified curfosity In the
expression of his eyes as ho atared
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EXPER SHOWS HcH
COST OF FARMIG

GROWING OF OATS BRINGS LOSS
INSTEAD OF PROFIT, HE i
TESTIFIES.

AL I

|

Ine today with the testimony of E 1 |
Thompson, of the United States
partment of mgriculture,

son, who is In charge of the secticg | constant stream of passersby
suddenly Le found himsel! grippiong
the window sill in a momentary thrill
of rure exeltement.
rewarded at last
made more than $2000 o year after de-| he was walting was there!

of farm ¢conomics, told of data eith
ered by federal officials in Indians, N
linols and Towa. He testified that in |
that distrirt one farmer oot of 20

ducting all axpensas anl & jer cen
on the actoal investment,

“One farmer out of every three on | then enter the club

272 farms conshlered In the thres!
stutos,” sald Mr. Thompson, "paid fur|
the privilege of working hiw farm.”

The ¢ost of growing an acre of corny
was placed by the witness at $2030
for an average yield of 45 bushels to
the acre,

“Based on the actual selling price
offered to the farmer after. harvest.”
gald Mr. Thompeon, “‘the farmers re
celved only two mills proflt on a
bushel of corn, The cost of ralsing a
bushel of oats, figured on actual dats
from 577 acres, was 499 cenis, aud
the averagoe price recelved fo= oats
was 8 cents a Lushbel, a loss of 110
cents a Lushel”

e

For ten months ending April 1, Eu-
gene showe $429,088 huilding record,
as agalnst $284.924 for preceding vear

e -
REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS,
———

Real estate transfers fled with the
county recorder Thursday are as fol
lows:

William 8. Flynn et nx. to Ruby An.
derson, lot 7, block “F" Wilsonyille:
$225.

R. H. 8nodgrass et ux. to E. F. Wal-
lave. all the fir timber on o tract of
range 3 east of Willamette meridian;
Iand in section 7, township 6 south,
$1.

William H. Curtiss et ux. to John 8.
Robrer et ux., lots 10 and 12, block 5,
Robertson; $10.

Real estate transfors filed with the

county recorder Friday are as 4]

lows:

M. H. Hostetler et ux. to C. G. Yo-
der ot ux. 0% screg in section 11,
township 4 gouth, range 1 east of Wil
lnmette meridian; §10,

E. P, Riley et ux. to Charles W. Len.
nebacker, tract of land in section 2,
township 2 south, range 2 east of Wil
lamette meridian; $10.

J. K. Muir ot ux. to Albert 8. Wells,
tract of land in section 31, township 2
gouth, range 3 east of Willamette me
ridian; $10.

0. I, Miller to W. A. Yoder et ux.. 20

in seotion 31. township 4 south,

ge 1 east of Willamette meridian;

Margaret L. Hoberts et al. to Wil
P. Jacks et ux., lots 6, 0, 43, 44,
41, Minthorn addition to Port-

g

Dann et ux. to Addie Nel

#3.'—“. 15, block 27, Glad-

rles Albright ef ux. to Edna
. Hagelton, one acre in Clackamas coun-

. ‘Rugh et vir. lo Edoa Haszel-
{om; ane acre 1 Cleckamas county; $1.

&

found myself here. I am now In an
‘ attic room with po window exeept the
skylight, which | cannot reach
see nothing—hear nothing

has hurf me, oo obe comes near me.
Food Is pushed through a door, which

house seems omply, yet 1 fancy that |
am being watched all the time. [ am
terrified!”

| him.

“Be brave!

CHICAGO, April 20—Discussion of | Through hlm I shall reach you befors
farm earnings was a new angle which | long
entered the western freight rate hear. | and then™

de. | front of the window.
Mr. Thomp-| €¥yes swept the narrow street with fte

towards the door.

“In this another trick of yours™ he
muttered,

Quest, too, turmed his head and
sprang Instantly to his fest. From un
derneath the door came a litle paft
of smoke, There was a queer sense
of heat of which both men were sl
multaneously econscious,. Down In
the street nrose & chorus of warn-
ing shouts, Increasing momentarily In

I can
No one

is locked agaln immediately. The

Quedt drew the Instrument towards

“1 bave your message,” he signaled.
I am watching for Cralg

Send me a mesage every now

Quest agaln tock up his vigll in
Once more his

Then

His vigll was
The man for whom
Quest
watched him eross the street, glance
furtively 1o the right and to the left,
He turned back
to the little wireless and his fingers
worked as though lnspired.

“l am on Craig’s track,” he signaled
“Be brave”

He walted for no reply, but opened
the door und, stealing softly out of the
room, suddenly confromted Cralg In
the deserted ballway. Bafore he coyld
utter a cry Quest's left hand was over
his mouth and th- \d muzzle of an
automatic plstol waa pressed to his |
riba.

“Turn round and mount those sialrs, |
Craig,” Quest ordered.

Cralg turned #lowly round and
obeyed. Hes mounted the steps with
reluctant footateps, followed by Quest.

“Through the door to your right”
the latter dirscted. “Thal’s right!
Now sit down In that chalr faclng
me."”

Quest closed the door carefully.
Cralz sat where he had been ordered,
his fingers gripplng the arms of the
chair. In his eyes shone the furtive,
terrified light of the trapped crim-
fnal.

"What do you want with me?" Cralg
asked doggedly,

“First of all” Quest replied, “1
want to know what you have donn
with my assistant, the girl whom you
carried off from the professor's gar-
age.”

Cralg shook his head.

“1 know nothing about her.”

“Bhe locked you In the garage
Quest continued, “and sent for me.
When I arrived I found the garage
door open, Lenora gone and you
fugitive”

Bewllderment stroggled for a mo-
ment with blank terror In Cralg's ex-
pression.

“Mount Those Stairs, Craig.”

volume,
and cloged [t agaln at once.

“The place Is on fire,” he announced
briefly. “Pull yourself together, man,

out of this"

Cralg turned to the door, hut stag
gered back almost fmmediately,

“The stairs ars going!" he shirleked.
"It 1s the kitclien that {s on flre. Wa
are cut offf We cannot get down!"

Quest wns on his hands and knoes,
| fumbling under hin trocklebed.
pulled out a crude form of firo e

| rops attached,
"Know how to use this? he asked

me in the garage?™

Your arms [nside this strap”
Quest emiled, Mretched out his right X

Yard by yard, swinging o lttle In
ly with the pocket wireless.

Queat threw open the door

He |

cipe, & rough sort of cradle with a
“How do you know that she losked Cralg quickly. “Here, catch hold, Put

arm and Lis jong fngers played soft | the alr, Cralg made his descent. When
‘-be arrived in the street thers were g

rhﬂm willing hands 1o releass bl
Goest drow wp the rope  guickly,
Wareed by & moar of anshous velows
Then b commencad (o deivand, ot
| Ui himsel! down basd over Band, al
Ware WHE ans spe upon (hat leagth
of rope Ihat swhng below  Aaddenly
88 be renihed the sevond Beor & I
Us o1y from the srowd warsed him
of what bad Mappenad  Tougues of
Bame ewrling owt from the Slasing
bulling bad eaught 1he mpe which
waa being burfied throvsh vt & dosen
foel awny froms hims 110 descended
& little farther and paused in wmid
alr,

A shout from (he
him

“The oables! Try the cablos!”

He glaneed round. Foven of «laht
fowt awny, and almost ievel with kim,
Was a doudls row of telogmph wirea
Alitoet 80 b saw them (he rope below
Bm burned \brough and fell 10 he
fround.  He pwgng o lttle towards
the side of the bouss, pesthed himsalt
Vigeroualy awaAY from i siih his feel,
And al the farthest point of the out
ward awing jumped. i haods grap
pled the telegraph wirvs safely Kven
i that tonse moment he heard & litle
sob of relief Prom the people below

Hand over hand be made his war
to the nearesl pole aud olipped easlly
o the yround.  The erovd immediates
ly wurged arcund bim

“Where in the man who came down
befure we™ he saked a brstander

“Talklag 1o tha polips in the car
over youder™ waa the boaise reg Ly
“Hay, EUYDer, you only just made
g™

Cralg pushad his way throagh the
ecrowd o whers Cralg was speaking
|eagerly to Freseh. Mo stopped short
and stooped down He waa near
eBeugh 0 hear the forruer's worda
| “Mr. Preneh, you saw the man come
down the ropes snd awiog on the o
blea® That was Quest, Banford Quest,
the man who escaped from the Tombs
prisos. He can'y have got away yet”

Quest drew off his coal, terned 1t o
wide out and replaced 't awiftly. Me
coally plcked up & bat someonhs had
iloot fn the crowd and pulled It over
| Ws eyen. Ho passed withiz & fow
'foot of where Cralg ssd ihe lnspector
| ware talkizg.

*Say, bors, Banford Quest ls In the
:cru-a somowhere, MHe's the mah who
Jumped on the cable lines A hun-
dred dollare for his arrest'”

Quest turned reluciantly away Men
were rushing about In all directions
! for him.

wwwld  ronchnd

CHAPTER XV,

The professor swupg round lu his
chalr and grested Quost w=lith some
surprise, bul also a little disappolnt
ment

“No news of Cralg™ he ashod

| got Cralg, all right.” bha replied
‘He came to the Barvanta’ ¢lub, where

I was waiting for him. My luek's out
though. The place was burped 1o
the ground last might I saved Nla

Iife and then the brute gave e away
to the police. I Bad 10 make my es
cape o8 best | eould”

The professor tapped Lthe table poo
vishly

“This ls losufferable” he declared
"I have had no shaving wiker, my
coffos waa undrinkable: 1 can find
gothing. I bave a most Important lec
ture to prepure and [ cannot find any
of the notes 1 made upon the sub
Jeet”

Quest stnoked In allence for & mo-
ment

| “An¥ maill for me, professor? he
aakied sbruptly,

The professor opened a drawor and
handed hins a telegram.

“Only this!

Quent opened 1t and read it through
It was from the shati® of a wmall
town In Connectioyt;

“The men you Ingulred for are both
here, They have sold an automobile
and seam (o be spending the procecds.
Ehall T arrest™

Quest studled the message for o
moment.

“Hay, this Is rather Interesting, pro-
fessor," B¢ remarked. “Those hre
the two thugs who set upon me
at the sectlon Wouke
Algnal man, who could bave been
my alibl, and swiped my ear, In
which, as It cannot be found, French
supposes that [ returned to New York,
With thelr arrost the oase against
mo collapsens. 1 tell you frankly, pro-
fengor,” Quest continued frowning. “1
hate to leave the cliy without having
found that girl; but 1 am not sure
that the qulckest way to et (hings
right would not be to go down, arrost
| these men and bring them back here,
clear myself, snd then go tooth and
ngll for Cralg"

“I ngren with you most heartily,”
the professor declared, I recommend
|any course which will insure the re-
turn of my man Cralg!"”

“I eannot promise you that you will
ever have Cralg hers agaln” Quest

I observed grimly. “I rather fancy Sing
Blog will b bis next home."
L] L] L] » L] L] .
Quest stepped off the cars at Bethul
n little before noon that morning, The

We shall have all we can do to get | Bherltf met him at the depot and great-

{ ed him cordlally but with obvlous sur
prise,
“Bay, Mr. Quost,” ha exolalmed, ng

they turned away, "I know these men |A&rma. Even the luxury of tears seamad

They killed tho |

lout of thia!™

|r!rnly tho Iatter pprang up, selsed him

[filled with hopeless misery, gazed at
!the dumb Instrument upon the table.

(out a finul, despalring mesnnge.

| tald you where I am? 1 am afraid!”

“Pul It Away; You Kne

In the road. It's for you 10 say whell
or It tan be Mentified

Quest drew & slgh of relief

“Thal's mine, right snough,
clared. “Now for the men

Sar, | want to tall you some
thing.” the sherif began dublously
Thase (wo are real thuge They aln't
polng W0 take I l3ing down ™

he d»

Where are 1hex? Queel  de
wanded

In the worst saloon here,” the sher
IR rwplied They've beuni Lhere prot

ty well all nighy, drinking, and ther're
there agaln thls moming. hard at it
hey've got Nrearma, sud though |
MA'T eaaclly s BDervous man, Mr
Queat—"

*“You leave It to ms,” Quest lnter
rupted.  “This ls my Job and 1 waut
o take the men mywell”

“You'll pever do IL" the sherifl de
clared

“Look here” Quest eaplained, “it
I let you and your men go In, thers
will be & free fght, and as likely an

|not you will kill one, if not both of

the men. | waat them alive™

“Well, It's your show." the sherift
sdmitied, stopping before a diarepa.
table looking bullling. “This Is the
saloon ™

“Well® Quest decided, “I'm golug
in, and I'm golog In wbarmed. You
ean bring your mes In Jater, If | call
for help or If you hear any shoot
Ing.*

"You're asking for trouble”
aheri® warned him

“T've got 0 do this my own way,”
Quest Ingleted, “Stand by now*

He pushed open the door of the sa-
loom. There were a doren men drink
Ing around the bar and In the oone
ter of the:sn Red Oallaghor and his
mate. Quesl walked right up to the
two men

“Gallagher”™ ks sald, “you'rs my
Are you coming quietly t

Gallagher's mate, was half
drunk, swung round and Ared 3 wild
Bhot In Quest’s direction. The result
was a4 guneral stnmpeds, Ned Galla
ghor miotie remalned motionless, Cirim
and dangerously allenl, he hold a ple
tol within a few Inches of Quest's
forehead

prisoner
who

“If my number's up” he exciaimed
ferociously, "It won't be You to take
me™

“1 think it willL* Quest answersd.

*Put that away.”

Gallagher hesitatod
ence over him

"Fut it awa},” Quest repeated Nrm-
Iy. "You know you daren't use It. |
Your account’s pretty full up, as it
1"

Gallagher's hand wavered. From out- |
plde cama the nhouts of the sheriff and
his myen, struggling to Aght thole way
In through the little erowd who were
rashing for safety. Suddenly Quest
backed, jerked the platel up with his
right elbow, and with almost the sane
movettient struck Hed Gallagher un-
der the jaw The man went over |
with .a crash. His mate, who hndJ
been staggering aboul, curting vicloos-
Iy, fAred another wild shot at Quest,
who swayed and foll forward, l

“I've done him'" the man shoutad, I
“Get up, Red! I've done him, all
right!  Flolsh your drink. We'll get

Quest’'s Infly-

wan Indomitable

Ho bent unsteadlly over Quest. Sud.

by the leg and sent him sprawling.
The gun fell from his hand. Quent
pleked 1t up and held it Armly out, cov-
ering both moen. Gallaghor wuson his
kneew, groping for his own weapon.

“Giet the handeuffs on them,” Quest-
directed the sherlff, who with his mon
had af last wuceeedod In forclng hia

way Into the saloon
L

Crouching In her chalr, her pale,
terrorstricken face wsupported Dbe-
tweon her hands, Lenorn, her eyes

Her Inst glenm of hope seemed to be
pasging. Ifer HHttle friend was allent.
Onee more hor weary fingers spelled

"What has happened to you? I am
walting to hear all the time. Has Cralg

There was still no reply. Her head
sank a little lower on ‘her folded

w You Daran’t Use I

thempelyen
Hir wyva

The thoughts formed
mechanioally In ber mind
sought Ihe ball which had comé crash
g oty the rooumn There was e
once tiure In her piles Bhe fonnd
A serap of paper and a pencil In hes
(EEH T Winh trembling RBugers she
wrole a few words

“Pulles headquarters
Quest's assletant, abducted
privcosd hare th the room where the

I am Banford

ang m

ball has fallen Help! 1 am golog
mad ™
She twisted tha paper. looked

aroupd the room valoly for siring, snd
Anally tore a thin plece of ribbun
from her bosoti, Bhe tled the moes
mage round the ball, set her teeith auil
threw It at the empty skylight, The
Aret timte she was not successfiul and
the ball came back. The second time
It passed through the oenter of the
opetilng. Hhe beard It strike the sound
portion of the glass outslde, heard 1t
rumhle dows the roof. A few seconds
of breathloss silonce! Her hoart al
most stoppad beating. Had 1 resibd
In some ledgs or fallon Into the strest

balow?! Thea she heard the boy's
voloe

“(ee! Here's the ball came back
agalnt™

A pew light shone Ints the room.
Hhe veomed 1o be breathing a differvnt
atmosphere—the atmosphers of hope
Bha listened no lomger with horror
for a creaking upon the stairs. Hhe
walked backwards and forwards until
ahe was exhausted. Curfously
etiough, what the end came she was
snleep, crouthed upon the bed and
dreaming wildly. Hhe sprang up to
find Inspector French, with a polles
man behlnd Bim, standing vpon the
threshold

“Inapector!” she cried, rushing to

wards hlm. “Mr. Prench! Obh, thank
God!™

Her fealings earried hor away, Hhe
threw hersell at his foet. She was

Inughing and orylng and talking lnco
herently, all at the same time. The
Inspector nenisted her to a chalr,

“HSay, what's all this mean? he do
wanded

dbe told him her story, Incohorent
Iy, 11 broken phranes. French lstened
with puzzied frown.

Then he reallzed that whe was on
the point
and in no condition for lnterrogations

“That'll do,"” he sald. “T'll take care
of you for a tme, young Indy, and I'i)
Ak you a few questions later on: My
mwen iwre sogrohing the house You
and T will be gotting om, If you can
tonr yourself away.™

. - 3 - - L] L

The plalnelothes man, who was
lounging In Quent's most combortable
wany chalr apd smoking one of his
Lest ¢lgurn, suddonly lald down hia
paper. He moved to the window, A
Iarge, empty automoblly stood in the
utreet outalde, from which the oocu
pants bad prosumably just descond
ed.  He hawtensd towards the door,
which wan opened, however, before ha
was ballway ncross the room. The
clgar slipped from his fingers, Tt was
Sanford Quest, who stood there, fol-
lowed by the sherl® of Dethe!, iwoa

and his mate, heavily handeufled,

“Say, aren’t you wanted down yon.
der, Mr. Quest™ the man Ingulred.

“That's all right now," Quost told
bim. “I'm ringing up Inkpector French
myself, You'd better stand hy the
other follows there and keap youp
evo on Red Gallagher and Mg mate"

“I guoss Mr, Quont ta all right.” the
sherift Intervoned, “We're ringing up
headquarters ourselves, anyway,"

The plain-clothes man did as he was
told. Quoest took up the recelver from
hin telephono Instrument and arraoged
the phototelesmae,

“Pollce statlon No. 1, central," he
sald—"through to Mr. Freuch's ol
fles, It you ploase, Mr. Quest
wanta to speak to him. Yes, San.
ford Quost, No need to got excited!

. « All right I'm through, am I?
« « « Hullo, Inspector?”

A rare exprossion of joy suddenly
tronsfigured Quest's face, He was
gazlog downward Into the MNttle mir
ror.

“You've found Lenora, them, In-
spector?’ he oxclaimed. “Bully for

are wanted on your charge, but I |denled her. Fear, the fear which dwelt

thought—you'll excune me for saying
#o—that you were in some trouble
yourselr.,"

Quest nodded,

“I'm out of that—eame out yeater-
day

arrested
agalost me goos.”

“Well, here's (he garage and the
man who bought the ear,” the sherift

|Ing. from her place.

'a fine plicher, ain‘t you?

with her day and night, had her In
Its grip, Buddenly she leaped, noream-
8plinters of
Her Drat
nhe

glasn fell all around her.
wild thought was of releass;

Rngry voloe:
“You've done it now, Jimmy! You're
Lost It

you! What do I moan? What
|1 say! You forgot that I am a scl
entific man, French. No end of ap
pliances lere you haven't lad tlme
1o look at. [ can see you aitting there,
and Lenora and Laura looking as
though you had them on the rack. You

i . I've got Red
e moment my car Is identl- | gazed upwards at the hroken pand. |¢an drop that, French

fled and Rod Gallagher and his mate | Then very faintly from the street bo- Gullagher and his mate, got them
every wcrap of evidence |low she heéard the shout of a boy's |

hare with the sheriff of Bothel, They
went off with my auto and sold it
| We've got that. Also, In less than
five minutes my chauffour will be

remurked, “and there's the car [taslf that's what you've gone and done!™ btwro. He's been lying In & farmhouse

[ Quest

| moraing, Mr. Freneh,” Quost suid

of a mervous breakidown |

country polleemen and Hed Gallugher |

| and stole those Jewols.

uneonselous, alncs that serap,  Me
oun 16l you whai time he ssw me
leat. Dring the girls slonk, Preneh
and hurey 1

Quegt hung up the rocoivery

Inapaecior Freneh wus us good, sven
better than his word. 1o & surpris
Ingly shart thmn he enlered e roui,
followed by Lavrs and Lonora, Quest
gave Lhemt & hand sach, bul N was
oin Lepom's oy thal he lookml

1 musin’t sop to hear your story,
Lonora,” Guest sald. “You're sselfe
that's (he great ihiing "

Found her o an wiply houss”

Presch reported, “oul Urnyson avenis
way, Now, Mr Quesi, | don't wanl o

Ceuma W ofelsl aver you oo ok,

but If you'll kindly rewmembor yi i're

an escaped prisoper- "

There was & knock sl the door. A
young sian entered tn ohauffeur's v
ery, with his head st bandaged
matloned him o come In
T Just vepest my dtory of ihat
We
went out 10 And Macdougal, and sue
camded, an you know, Just g8 | was
slarting for homes those two (huxs
sot upon me. You know how | made
my eacape,  Thay went off ln my au
(omobile wnd sold 1 In Dethel, | ar
resied thew there mysall this wom
ng.  More's the aherill who will bear
oul what | say, slso (hat thery arrived
AL the place In wy automobile

luspector French hald out his hasd

M, Quest” he sald, "1 reckon we'll
have (o withdraw (he oase sgnlnst
you. No hard feelings, 1 hope™

“None at all” Quest roplied prompt-
Iy, taxing his hand,

Quest stood upon ths thresbold
watohing the sheri and his prison
o leave 1he botise. The lormer
turned round to wave his sdiews,

“There's an elderly guy out bare”
ho shouted, “seoma to want to come
l"-

Quest leaned forward and saw (he
profossor

“My dear Qupet,” he exciaimed, as
he wrung bls hand, “my heartiest con
gratulations! As you know, | slways

| belleved your Innocence | am dellght-

od that 1t has been proved.™

The professor sank wearlly luto an
eany chalr

“I will take & Httle whisky and one
of your excellont clgars, Quest.” he
sald. "I must ask you to Lear with
e I 1 wenns wpset,  After more than
twetily yoars' service from one whom
I have nlways treated as a friend thie
stdden separation, to & man of my

“Inspactor!” She Cried, Rushing To-
wards Him,

nge, Is somewhat trying. I do not ak
lude, nn you percelve, Mr. Quest, to

|the horrible susplelon you seem to
| have formed of Oraig'

“All the same,” the Inspector re-
marked thoughtfully, “somocns who s
atill at Iarge committed those murders
What Is your
theory about the Jewels, Mr, Quent?"

“l haven't had time to frame one
yot," the eriminologlst replled, "You've
been keeplng me too buny looking
after mysolf. However," he added,
“It's timo something was done "

He took n magnifylng glass from
his pocket and examined vory closely
the wholo of the front of the safe.

"No slgn of finger privts,” he mut
terdd.  “The person who opened It
probably wore gloves."

He ntted the combination and swung
apen the door. He stood there for a
maoment speechioss, Something in his
nttitude attracted the Inupootor's st
tenitlon,

“What s It, Mr. Quest?’ ho asked
eagorly.

Quest drew a littlo broath. Kxactly
facing him, In the spot whore the jow-
els had been, was a small black box.
He brought It to the table and re-
moved the lid, Inslde was a aheet of
paper, which bs quickly unfolded.
They all thres read the fow lines to-
other:

"Pltted agalnst the Inhorled oun-
ning of the ages, yon have no chanee.
I will take compasslon upon you.
Look 1n the right-hand drawer of your
tlesk.”

Undernenth nppeared the slgnatinre
of the “Hands." Quest moved like one
In a dream to his cabinet and pniled
open the right-hand drawer, He turned
around and faesd the other two men.
In his hand was Mra. Rhelnholdt's
necklace!

(TO BH CONTINUED)

August Dippel &t ux. to William
Doyle et ux, lots b, 6, block 4, Robart.
son; §700.

M. H. Hostetler et ux. to (. G. Yo |
der et ux, 10 acres In gectlon 0, town-
ship & south, range 1 east of Willam
ette meridian; $10.

Real estate tranafers filed with the
county recorder Baturday are as o)
lows: |
Martin V. Thomas to A. M. Jaunsem, |
10 acres fn section 14, township 3|
south, range 4 east of Willamette me
ridian; §400.

lamette meridian: 35000,

ship 2
ctte meridian;: $10.

| dunation land cliim $300.
Mary F. Houghman to A

notion land claim: $375.

B e

Rebecca Deeix et vir, to Levi 8. MiL'
ler, ot ux, 50 scres in section 30, ridian: $10,

township 4 south, range 1 cast of Wil-

Christina Cox et vir. ts V. M, . Sl
va et uxx, 5 acres In section 21. town.
fouth, range 5 east of Willam

Harry Carrett el ux. to A. Stefanl, |
17816 sqonre feet fn the Philander Leo

Stefanl
tract of land In the Philander Les do

J. F. Voce et ux. to Charles M. Ross, |
tract of land in section 1, township 3
south, runge 4 east of Willamette me-

[ Phillp Streib ot yx, to Jolin B, Watz-
[lor et ux, lots 17 and 14, Wblock
Strefih's 18t addition 1o Milwaukie; $10,
Real estate tranyfers fled with the

.| county recorder Monday are as fol-
lows
l August Hubert et yx, to Willlsm Ha-

310,
V. E, Howard to Ida T, Desmond, lots

i and 8, block 17, South Oswego; $1.
Heal estate transfers flled with the
eounty recorder Tuesday are se (ol
lows:
Caroline River ot vir. to Minnle 1,

bert, .36 neres in township 3 south, | Kefsermolt 44, Sellwood;: $1000,

| ranga 3 east of Willametle meridian;
$1.

August Hubert et ux, to R. I, Hubert,
514 acres in township 3 south, range

|
east of willametts meridian; $1.
A. L. Dundas et ux. to Bthel Marss,

10 scres In section 36, township 4 sout

range 4 east of Willameotte meridian,

Charles E. Burfug ¢t ux. to M, Rume-
Iy Co., tract of land in section 20
township 4 south, range 4 sast of Wil-
lamette meridian; $1476.25,

I*. B Taylor st uxx. to E M Byl
vester, lot 1, blook 3, Erlecrest; §625.

Katherina Nelion to Alfred John-
gon et ux., tract of land in sectlons 29

»

of Willamette meridian; 310,

United Statos to Peter (. Wascher,
southwest 4 southwent 4 In section
44, 6 south, range 4 oast of Willam-
otte meridian; patent,

H. 1. Straight et vx, to M. L. Ryek
man et ux, HHE nores township £
gouth, range 2 eant of Willamette me-
ridian; $25.

lows:

M. Hart, lot 4, block 1, Gerloy's Iat
addition to Canby; $760,

and 30, townihip 1 soulh, range 3 oast [

| ridian; $1241.00

D, C. Latoureite et ux, to !lu{ Btuts.
man, tract of land township 2 soutl,
range 1 east of Willamotte maridian;
$400.

Ray Sthteman et ux, to Josoph Kus

| ter ot ux,, traet of land In township 2

south, range 1 cast of Willamelte ne.

W. J. Wilson, sheriff, to Charles §

| Tooze, tract of land In section 20, town:
Real entate transfers flled with the ahip 3 south, range 2 east of Willam.
county recorder Wednesday are us fol- | ette meridian: $3771.05,

United Btates to helrs of James L.

Johkn O. Southmayd et ux, to Pansy | Warner, 100 acras In pectlon 18, town.

ship 6 south, range 1 east of Willam.

E oite meridian; patent.
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