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He Pulled Out His Revolver and Fired
st the Man.

eamp? I think I'll see.” 8o he wrap
ped himself in his bianket agaln, but
bis syes were open and turned on his
partner

A few moments later Gallon came to
camp, beavy footed, as If half asleep.
dropped his bammwer and kicked the
fire to a blaze

*If 1 bad a propes partoer there
would be colfee for me” be sald o to
tone loud enough Lo reach the sleeper.

“What's the wmutter, old pal™ asked
Wilkerson, apparently drowsy,

*0b, opothing.” said Gallon. 1 just
thought you might have left some cof.
m-

“Did pot find anything, did you, part.
ner? asked Wilkerson

“Nopey; nothing dolng. Guess those
Indlans did oot give me the right
bunch.”

Wilkerson turned over as if once
more golng to sléep, but bls eyes were
open. and he saw Oallon marking
down some notes on A plece of paper.

“Did you say the Iludiacs did not
give you the right hunch ™ Wilkerson
asked suddenly “How often have |
got to tell you we're partners I be
leve If you gut a strike you wouldn't
tell me  Are we partpers or pot ™

“Yes. were partmers all right 1
baven't found anvihine ™

“What wis that <stul yon had tn
your hand?¥ sskel Wilkerson drow-

“You're siways Gritiging LD a
jot of dirt und wwking 1 over. bug |
potice you Kind of keep thar dlrt In

your hand

Wilkerson ome mare vielited (o bis
physical desire for <iwsp Lt was |
awakened by the harking of « snrote
ou the Wil He suddenls miiset tim
pelf and jet ool & curse agnins< the de
stroyer uf Bis sieep  liell e swifthy
retlized thar Gallon wayg still swake
sitting by the freside wriiys  witl

the satne stub pencil

“That's my pencil,” be thougt dally
“There Is uot another pencll o this
desert. How cao | write to Dolores 1f
0ld Man Gullon wulks olf 1™

He took out of his pocket = worn
leather wallet and drew out the ple
ture of 8 woman, whose calm, cold fea.

tures, unsdorned by the photogrupher's |tramped steadily onward, and as he horse's hoof might disclose the mother |

art, were appedling to the man of his
appetites.

He looked at this a moment, and
then all the morbld fire In his blood
flamed toward his beart Love, life
and happloess depended vpon the pos-
sesslon of gold, Therefore, with this
fire in his heart, Wilkerson suddenly

got that absolute thirst for gold which !ruund himseif in the street of Valle | grouped about the

traverses deserts, which has killed
wore people thin the armies of Euo-
rope.

And In his sudden access of phywical
desire for gold in order to atealn this

womap he rose to bls feet, and there iOne sipgle slgn showed that law end | Ufting op the pot. The brusque tones |

came upon his face a swift expression
stealthy but determined

He put the photograph away and,
pantherlike, stole into the shadow un.
der the bill and toward the man who
bad been bis partuer, but whom he
was resolved to kill He erept along,
taking all precnutions ngafnst disturb-
fng a single pebble, untl be stood over
Gallon, and In the full moonlight he
gaw that Gullon was drawing the plaons
and marking the locations of a mine

“How far,” be thought forcefully to
himself, *has the old man gone What
gulch Is this? What place Is this? He
bas found the gold, and I'm golng to
bave itf* Hea still, watched the nencil

po sound on the desert etcept the
rastllng of the dry leaves of the
| yucons and the murmor of the cactus
as 1t dled of drought. He was really of
two minds. Ope desire was to fnd the
loeation of the goid. The other was to
save his own life and assuage the bit
ter fast which he kpew meant death

At last he stumbled to hls feet and
peered scroms the mist velled valiey
Far away be saw a light Gathering
all bis strength, be started toward It
for it+heid out to hlm the prospect of
help for bis physical Infury, and as he
Bngered bis revolver be feverishly
dreamed of Boding Gallon and w0
avengiug himaell

Under the stars be tramped on. As
ot see thelr real world in miniature
and thelr ideal worid magnified, 39 we
all da the moon, fooding e light
down upon bls path, did oot appear
within his maoge of vislon It was
only the lrtle pin points of stare In
the purpie binck sky that be discerned
sod to the midst of this Armament, as
it borisons had beet obliterated. be
saw 8 wlitary twinkllog Ngbt, which
meapnl a buman babitation

“Fll get him yet.” be muttered thick
iy. The mere act of articulate speech
died In bis throat Ele realized that be
bad po water, and the everpowering
thiret burted In fls very marrow

*1 can't make IL" be though! to bim-

self. “Gallon bas got the best of
me He found that place and made
the plan apd fooled wme"™ He paln-
fully lifted his clinched hands toward
seaven and cursed vebemently until
als corses fuded (nto a perfect delirfum
of mad dreams  Far away on the bl
the coyotes barked dismally.

No longer stealthlly like a man ob
seased, but with one desire, he strug
gled down the nill and out uwpon the
mess.  Yet there was still n his eyes
all the tnoumerable stars, and be could
pot fix Ll direction o his mind, for
to his accentuated sight they all ap
| peared brilllant and pecnilar. Thus be |
got lost

At times, In moments when the dead-
iy thirst which parched bis throat al
lowed bim to drink, he saw the owe
glimmering light. which marked the
place where he knew Gallon bad gone
Miles and bours became to him as
nothing, yet finally through his sharp
pped senses he smelled water, and as
the sun was rising over San Jacinto
mountalnos be fell face downward (nto
p stream. Bome instinet told him that
towns were bullt on hille; that conse
quently to find the town he should go
upstream. 80 he struggled. stemming
the current, dragging his feet, hls left
hand elinched Into the folds of his
thirt over the wound In his beart
was stlll smoldering the flame which
In the fulness of bis physical strength |
had been hatred of his partner,

“I'll got him yet" be muttersd

CHAPTER 1L
“You ars under arrest®

AR away on the same dimly It
desert another man wis seek-
ing the same light Thomas
Gallon had realized that be
was a murderer. What would happen
to Ruth {f he were convicted of killing |
his partner? This was the thought
which drove hlm on—onward toward
| the little speck across the wesa. Care
| less of the cactus, of the sagebrush, ab
solutely unmindful of the little gul-
llos made by last year's rains, hp

did wmo there waas formulated in his
|mmd a plan mot only to save the gold
|for his daughter, but to save her
father’s honor

It Is true of lights and {desls that the
farther you follow them the faluter
‘they grow, and It wus with astonlsh
| ment that Thomas Galion suddenly
Vista

There 1a n Jot of silent Inflpence In
| the mere stght of closed doors. Gallon
|Imked down the street, and every door
was closed except one, No hosplitality.

order, always vigilant, held thelr sway
He staggered on toward the green
| light which marked the sberils oflice
lu there be found an alert deputy.

“Who are you?

“I am Gallow” he sald Armly, “The
outlaws have got my partoer aod pear
ly got me!"

The deputy looked at him shrewdly
| & moment and geemed satlsfied, An In-
| stant later he was on his feet. buckling

on his belt and revolver, and in & sec- | found. The old man, tacituro as ever, | geriog breakers, clotching s key. [t

ond lnstant be bad brusbed his way
past the old wminer and was bawling
out loto what apparently was 8 vacant
| street.  Gallon dimiy besrd bis call
| His one_thought was to play bis, part

“Gat jour horses, boys"”

It clear across the e, emblem of bla
thirst, aymibol of bis undylog desire
For the woment be did pot kaow what
w apswer. Then be recovers! hlmself
end snld quietly, “1 was golng (0™ -  He
paused a moment and looked stralght
Into the eyes of the man opposite bim
*l was golug to save all | bad®

“1f that's all you had Martias 314 not
get much, and be Is couslilersd o preg
ty smart fellow™ was Lhe curt re
spoose “Here cotves the sherif =

In the west thetr ordinary s)weech o
deads pot words  Appeared otbher men
and then the Dulky Agure of the sher
M T'nis mapn wasted oo timme in pre
Mitunries, but quickly roased, “Which
way

“At the foot of Ban Jacints monn
taln, on the upper level™ Gallon stam
mered

“(et your bormes, Doya"™ ordered the
sherilt

It was pot bot a few minutes ont
the posse, Gallon riding stolidly oo an
pxtra horme, was scampwring through
the streets toward (he mountalos, pow
absolutely dark, as the moon bad set
Sheri® Hawkins was pot aware that
as they cromsed a wash a panting
groaning man was ecrawling on his
belly toward the solitary light which
marked Valle Vista, Nor did Gallom,
dombly riding toward the darkoess
which bid the scene of hia erime, real
lze that Wilkerson was within ten
yarda of bim as they splasbed through
the stream.

Then suddenly sppeared in the sky a
spot of white, which spread untll the
murk of the night had turoed to dusk

“Well, thank God It's daylight.™ sald
the sherilf to Gallon *“l guess we can
get your partner all right now.” And
even as he spoke the dusk suddenly b
came enriched by the light of the sun
rising In the east The moment It
struck the brass on his pony's bridle
Gallon involuntarily relosd In. Through
his bitstered lips be muttered: “Gold!
RuthI™

Inquiring eyes wers turned on him
The sherif shoved his horse over and .
asked. “What gnld 7

At the same Instant came the depoty
on the other side of him.

*Say, chlef, be says thers waus Do
gold*®

A sloewy arm reached out and took
Gallon's gun away from him. *I think
| better keep this™ sald the sherifl, his
dark countenance growlong stern

S0 thin cavaleade made (ts way
through the freab Californla dawn
antil there was a sudden break o the |
mesn. The deputy threw out his hand
“There are n hundred guichen In these
mountalns. Which one is IL pardner?

At the word “pardner” Gallon pulled
himself together. ‘The glitter of the
bransa on the horse's headatall and thag
word. Should be tell them the location
of that guich? The siroke of one

lode, and yeot he had told them the out
lnws tad kllled Wilkerson,

His horse stumbled and threw him. | B

When be got up he gropingly poluted |
his hands toward the bills aod mut
tered, “That way, boys—that's where
ther got him.*

Hulf an hour Iater the posse was
dead fire. and the
sberllf was staring at @ blood stained |
blanket |

“T'here hes been trouble”™ he sald |
mbruptly. Then he turoed on Gallon, |

“Why Is this coffee hot?" he sald, |

of the sheriff cut the allence that fol-
lowed.

“1 don't see your man. 1 don't onder
 mtand this You are under arrest—for
the murder of'~ He looked nt Gallon,
and the old mao iuvoluptarly sald,
“*Willkerson."

All day the sheriff, with Gallon, his |
Iurma pinloned bebind bilm, searched |
the gullles and goiches for the man
| whose blood stalned bianket they had

merely sald, as If repeating by
“T'he outlnws got him.”
When the foll moon bad risen and
the night life of the desert had begun,
| erotesoue lfe bollt of Oestineg forma

rot¢.|

| ward shore. Gallon locked the chest

| matter? Then he saw huge columus |

“He's got away from na, boys™ sald
the sheri® “We't
thern ™

Gallon rede guick!y on, no longer
seeking for & NHghe Lot for darknesa,
and yet as be felt the pony quiver an
der him he bimeelf feit & strange trem
or—Wilkerson wan #tlll allve—some |
where behind that »¢!! wan his Uwny |
and the man who kpew the location of
the richest wine bn all golden Califor
nla

Mbsslon Street fler matks the polnt
o 1he San Frausiseo water front where
souper ur lntet every coe In this world
passes, and amwopg the  wultiiodes
strmnuge. wobduved and wosubdoed by
the tremendous forces which make our
elvilisation. Gallan foaud himsel! abso
ltely unobmerved In this throag—he
was an he Doped fe Me  Herthed at
the pler was & sfeaisDip, guartermas
ters Al the gangway and & sign bung
ot the rmll saytog, “We sall at 04D
pm"

When he reached nls cabit Qallon
stealthily took out from his pocket »
folded paper and looked at It He lald
it on the white covering of the Bunk
and once moare AIpped loto hie Jacket
This time It was the picture of & girl

"1 will suve 1t for you" he mormur

o) th hmselt  The Dare roow beld
but one mavable articie of furnitore—
A chest of strange workmapship and
redolent of allen lands  Gallon stoop
ed over and palled st the DA 11 coine
opets to bie touch, sud De saw then &
strange conglomeration of articlea AD
ot lay (here, lpaniiunte, DUt UDpor
tant  He pieked it up. and as be did so
one of Its corul eyes fell oul

To him It was & sinister omen, and
be stared for & moment, clotetilug at
his treast Then be gnve way (o the
hysterin of the bunted and the Baunted

“! don't know whose god you are”® |
be mutlersd. “bat If you must bave it |
~take IL°  And into the open socket
be thrust the papet that beld the se-
eret of bils mina

That sleep which s Ifke » abot In the |
beart evertook Gallon before the Banta |
Claras was well to sea. He was awak- |
ened from It by the sound of an alter
cation

“You've got to put Dack to port,” |
said a volce 1o ap ogly tone

There was a fuallade of shots, and
then the deck beneath him tiited slow
ty. The chest alld down the deck to

dragged It scross the alll and then
looked Dack to ses an epormous wall
This wall erumpled. faded

of water

“You are under arrest—for the murder
of'—

yet left bim breathiess. What waa the

of stnoke pourlng out from the after
part of the ship [t was oot the lo
exornble and avenglog sea, but Are
He saw the boats go over the side. He
saw two men struggling In the tops—
yet It wun o dresm, Hls consclousness
held but two facts—one the chest that
contained the secret of his mine, the
other the key thut bhad locked within
thnt strange and allen depository the
pleture of a Uttle girl

Bix hours Iater a benvy sea drove a
plece of wrecksge up the crumbling
beach bepeath a cliff on the Oregon
sbore. On It was & mao—brine drench.
ed. almost unconsclous, but still able
to erawl beyond the rench of the fin.

was Thomas Galloo.

He sat down nnd stared at the burn.
ing ship he had left [DMmly be remem:
bered those strange numbers that
marked the position. of thag  vessel

LIFE-SAVERS DI AS

SCHOONER FLOCNDERS

S8AN FRANCIBCO, Nov. 23—Five
members of & crew of livesavers try-
ing to reach the steam schooner Ha-
nalel were drowned early tonight. Two

of the Hanalel’'s crew were drowned
late today while trying to make their

|’ SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 43—S8hroud-
ed In the milky white fog which Jured
the little steamer Hanalef, of the In-
dependent HBteamship company, o de-
struction on the jagged teeth of Dux-
bury Resf, “the graveyard of the Pn-
cific,” is the fate of the more than
two mcore people muking up her pas-
pengers and erew,

The Hanalel, bhound here from Eu-
rekn, having on board 28 passengers
and a ship's company of 30 hands,
drove Into the rock-studded shoals,
nine miles north of the Golden Gate,
this morning, and, although many
hours have passed since then, the only

with lines. Two
to swim to safety.

Information received indicates that the

fop and Lthe gea have exacled a ter-
ribla toll,

Off the fringe of the outer reef, un-
able to jend assistunce hecause of the
nasty swell, three steamers—the rev-
enue putter Rainbow and the oll tank-
¢rs Richmond and El Segundo—are
walting for the Ilmpenetrable mist to
it and reveal the tragedy,

DWIGGINS CHASES BURGLAR
———————
A burglar in the yard of Guy Dwig
gins In Giadstone left post haste for
the tall timber east of the town late

and started out in pursnit, The case
wins reported to Sherlff Mass Monday
but no trace of the man could be
found.

=3 |
Klamath Falls Herald: A new way |
to while away time in the county Il
hag been put to uee by L. G, Pum-|
ford and Al Meader, two men who are
awalting hearings before the grand
jury. This is by doing fancy work
und the needlework turned out by
these prisoners s as good as that
done by any woman.

Saturday night when Mr. Dwiggins
discoverad the presence of the man

v

Astoria mud flats are to be filled in
by the dredge Columbia.

never Ood him |
| thought to hlmself

| *Where la Mr. Qullon ™

slient

“I'tl et they've losg the lodel™ be
e turned 0 &
winer who was passlug aod asked

M. Tauchman

H. D Aden
Cara Hoanelbrink
Amelia Poters

“Up there o tha! buugelow.” was | (oo Adon
the reply Thomas Johison
Jobu Dorr straightened blwself OD | v o piwards
aud went guietly up the accliviy, uatil Kd Gross
g Aoally ardved before & typleal Call ey
furnis bhouse To bils greal astouleb- D W Parme
[ went w slender, falr balred girl con | v J
frosted blo lnstesd of the brusgue, ('t A Junken
rude miber be tad bDesn led (o ex- | Gertlo Willson
pect B would meet on Dis Arrival at | Jess W Hyant
“I'he Master Key * W. Il Critesor
“I'm John Dorr,” he sadd awkwardly | Frank Cupon
P cutie 1o ses Mr Galion | am e | prank 0 Ollver
| mew ninkeg shgiueer ~ W, L. Suldow
Ruth lovked ot biw eritioally. BO | \)iumniie Firw Deopt. .
was uotbilng Uke the @yed she Wb ) e
usedd 1o [lis clothes were good He W, W. Joass
fairly bresthed scep and watar, and [ M. Aunve
tis very apparent strength glowed be | Fla Tull
gputh & clear, smeoth skin aud well | R W, dimmenman
propertioned Nmbs  Then abe met bis | 1. 1. Irwin
eyis W frank sdmiration Ll D, armenter
“I'l eali fatber” ahe sadl, but ahe | W, 8 Tull
stilt  Desitated That gentle pause | Wrolstadt & Kriokson
bevught the blood te John Dorr's face [ g () IMHman
He realized that this was & moment 4 0, Dillman
e wOUID always relielliDer, '
- . = ‘ 1. Ktafford
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