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CHAPTER L1

The New Judith,

Prom aleep sa from druggsd stapar
siruggling
Beck o conscloysneas ke some oy
Baunted diver from the black depths
0 the sturemitten surtuce of & night-

Judith Trine awakened,

bound pool

The

——

—
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By Louis Joseph Vance
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ldke & thief she sto) e the
| Prvaking fao I"h\‘ll‘h‘i e'r -. tuled Whers've yo been!  Where are Marre
eny her Bead to his and wuched nop | PRAL AN Jlimiy
Hpa 10 his ehesk—a chress & Wl Dlaning the nalls of her fngers paln
, r (L) ¢ Mealhe
that he alept on I8 lgnoranee of I Mally .\I-!u. 'I'Jl,I () b al el
Then, as ahe liftad ber bhead and doep, Nghting down Lysieria, reassen
itord  weredt, bhosom convu . wilh Ing her aeli fttol in 80 short & space
wlletl pobe, she looked syuarvly Ll of thae Lhal her father falled to ap
e tace of Rose pretiate (hal here was aby hing wn
: common In (he mind of the gind

And for a Mitle ahe lay wnstirring, .

her hatfoowmb wits

ance with the world

At Bret she could by no mesns rec-
hils rude
chamber of rough plank walls and
primitive furnishings. this wide hard
ottoh she shared with her still slum-
bering siater, Rose; the view revealed
by an open window at the hodalde;
A falr perspective of treeclnd moun
talns through which a wide bosomed
eanyon rolled down o an emerald
plaln, conveyed nothing to her intek

ognlee Ber surroundings

Mgence.

-

fumbling with
tholr business of renewing scquaint-

formiess semse of some epochal

CHAPTER LI,

TM 0“ Adam

A long minute elapecd belore ellher
woman moved or apoks

Transfized bexide Atan's chalr
siradying herself with & hand upon |
back, Judith stared at the Nevre In
the doorway, In a temper al on
comfted and defant. With
puffered a phase of Ineredulity, was
#carce able to perveade bersoil that
this was (ruly Rose who confropted
bor—Rose whose sweot and gratle
nalere had ever served ma the batl
of Judith’s contempt and ruthless

ehange in the hadits and meatal proo | Midicule

oases of a young lifetime, added to

her confusion,

Who was she herself, this strange
ereature who rewted bere so calmly
If ahe were
be
in
phase of character, the sisters
avolded asscclation

g

the side of Rowe®
Trine, how came she to

Irreconctlable opposites

it

sedulously
other ever since childhood:

o
i

i

Judith Trine of yesterday?
had little enough ln com-
this Judith of today, in
heart was no more room for
. hatred mallee or any uncharit-

pene
-

:

ableness, 2o full was it of love which,’

though 1t was focused upon the person
of ene man, none the loss embraced
all tho world—even her ater and
successful rival In that one man's af-

E

This change had not come whon her
without warning. Sbhe had been al
most -insensibly aware of Its advent
through the gradual softening of that
old Judith's hard and vengeful nature
in the course of the last few days
But pow that the revolution was ao-

complished, she hardly knew herself— |
mhe hardly knew the world, indeed,

‘80 differently did she regard lt—not |
‘without something of the wideeyed
‘wonderment of a child to find all
ﬂl.m 80 new and strange and benuti.

And this was the work of Love!

Now the chain of memories was
quite complete, no lok lacking In its
continuity. She recalled clearly every
incldent that had marked the slow
growth of this great love she had for
Alan Law, from that firet day, not yet
a month old, when he had escaped the
flery deathtrap she had set for him
and repald her only by risking his life
anew to save her from destruction,
down to this very morning when the
stream from a hydraulle nozzle had
swept over the brink of a three hun-
dred-foot preciplee a crimson racing
sutomoblle containing two desperate
men bent upon compassing the death
of her beloved.

By that act of sheer self-defense
the world was richer for the loss of
two Dblackhearted blackguards, and
Alan Law might now.be considered
sanfe from further persecution—sinca
there now remained not one soul loyal
enough to Seneca Trine to prosecute
his private war of vengoance against
Alan. “And though that aged mono-
maniac had means whereby he might
purchase other scoundrals and cor-
rupt them to his hideous purposes,
Judith was determined that he should
never angaln huve any opportunity go
fo do. Though Alan, she knew, would
pever lift his hand to hinder her
father's freedom of actlon, she, Judith,
moant to take guch steps as his perse-
oution called for. If there were any
Juntice in the land—If there were any
alienlsts capable of discriminating be-
tween Trina's apparent sanity and his
deeprooted manlu—then surely not
many (days more thould pasgs into his.
tory without witnessing his consign-
ment to an Institution for the crimi-
nal Insane,

Bhe Judith, would see to that, and
then . . .

The woman sighed once more,

Then Rose und Alan would marry
mnd live happlly ever after,

Byt what of Jud

She mode & sr

nation to lier desting | A
of ber no longer ) 3 that
Alan were made 1 in such hap-
piness pe he

And now frr her
sharply fhat wl be dond
must be dops gultl

And the almost vel va of &
declining stin, atrik ] !
open window, ¢oun 11
wera 1o accomp r
leaving this place I o
fiher ngnin before nightfnll

With the utmost cur by

the bed, crapl to the d
(now rocognized ne the g
foreman of the
#it) and out Into the rootn

And there, pulling the door to gently
pehind her, she papsed and for miany
minutes stood lo tensestrung
plition of the mun e loved
Law, suleep in @ ¢l heside
bia head pillowed on bls foided arms

Thie was Jeavetaking between them
—and he would never know,

Far batter so: Judith felt she could

ining

ad)

pot trust hersslfl to eay farewell to
him without breaking down and cop-
fesving the niter wrotchedness that

her each

threatened to overwhelm

time she forced hersell to face the |

thought that this parting must be

not sbared the sheiter of
ovarnight since time be
bounds of Judith's memory.

8o changed them both
Id be found in such  E9llen to remove whens she dropped,

had become of the |

Here was revolutica with a vesge

ance, when Rose threatened and
Judith sbrank!
I wat as If the women bad ex-

changed patures while they slept
The countepance thal Rose showed
Ber slater wan a thundereloud rent
by the lurid lightnlag of her angry
wyes. Her pose was tense atd alert,
like the pose of an animal 10
spring. In her hand hung a revelver
the same (Judith's band sought the

holster gt her hip and found it empty) |

thay her sister had worn and for
| half-dead with fatigue, upon the bed

And slowly, toward the end of that
ng, mule minute, the girl's grasp
tghtened upon the grip of the weapon |
‘and |ty musele Mfted

Remarking this, a flash of her one.
fime temper quickened Judith Of a |
sudden, with a start, she crossed the |
floor in a single, nolselosn stride, and |

| threw herself before her sister.

"Well?™ she demanded botly, “What
are you walting for? Nobody's stop.
ping you: why don't you shoot ™
! The upward movement of the hand
|“s chocked: the weapon hung level
to Judith's breast—as level and un-
| equivocal as the glance that probed
| her eyos and the tone of Hose's volce
as ghe demanded:

! "What were you dolng there™

“It you muast know from me what

you already know on the evidence of
your eyes—I was bldding goodby to
Ilhu man | love—kissing him without
his knowledge or consent hefors leny-
| Ing him to you for good and all!’
| “What do you mean?
‘ “That I'm going away—that 1 can't
! stand this sltuation any longer. Marro-
] phat and Jimmy are dead, my father's
helplese—and | mean fo see that he
| remains s0. Nothing, then, stands in
the way of your marrying Alan but
me.  And such being the ecase—and
becausa he's ns dear to me as he s
o you—I'm golng to take myself off
und keop out of the way."

“For fear lest he find out that you
love him?"

Judith's lip curled. "Do you think
him so witless he doesn't know that
already?”

“And so you leave him to me out of
| your charity! Is that it*

“Any way you ke, But if it's so
intalerable to you to think that I dare
love him and confess It to you—if
you begrudge me the humiliation of
stooping to kiss a man who doesn't
want my kisses—Iif you are so afrald
of losing him while [ live and love
him—very well, then!"

With a passionate gesture Judith
tore open the bosom of her walst,
offering her flegh to the muzzle of the
revolyer,

A cry broke from tle lips of Rose
thut was ke the ory of & forlorn child

| wan normal with It

Y he demanded ar s
d 1 Al o bt I

are Marrophst and Jim

Wk
she appmache
want o know

miy* Haveu'l you seen or dAeard any
thing of them?® Thay laft me at alx
o'clock this mic L e go afer—"

I the nlerrupted, sen:
teutio rangvy

I the old man
screamied, aghast 1 won't bellvve N
You're lving to me, you Jade' You're
Iy tng—"

“1 am not.” she broke in colily. 1

am telllng you the plaln Truth

They followed wh all morming !n that
red moer, fring at us all the while
Fially they caught up with us here

abeut came up s road shoot
ing over the windahield It was our
lves or thelrs. Wa turaed the hydran
le stream on them and washed the car
over the cliff. If you don't belleve
me, get somebody to show you thelr
faces.”

She Indlcated with & gesture two
forms that lay at a lttle digtange |
back from the readside. motionlesa
beneath a shoet of canvas—the bodles
of Trine's creatures, recovered by Lhe
mining gang and brought wp for a
Christian burial

But Trine required no more confirm-
ation of Judith's word The light |
flckered and died In his evil old oyes;
his strickos countenatice assiimed a
hue of pallor even more Intepse (han
a broken curse
fssued from his trembling. thin, old
Hps; and bis chin sagged to his chout,
heavy-welghted with despalr that fol
lowed realfzation of the fact that he
no longer owned even ope friend op
creature upon whose cons¢lonceleas

niuoon

| loyalty he might depend

The last bitter drop that brimmed
his cup of misery was added when
Alan law himself appeared leaving
the miners” cabin In company with
his betrothed—Rose now poothed and
comforted, smiling through the traces
of her recent tears as she ¢lung to
her lover, nestling In the hollow of
his arm

To Alan, on the other hand, this
rencontre seomed to afford nothing
but the pleasantest surprise imagin.
able

Well!™ he eried,
and running down to the car

releasing Ross
“Here's

luek! And at the very moment when
1 was calllng my lucky star hard |
names! How can | ever reward your

thoughtfulness, Mr. Trine? It beats

me how you do keep track of me this

. .
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punished with cruelty that passes |ts
understanding, She fall back ngninst
the wall. Tha revolver swepl up
through the alir—buf Its mark was
her own bead rather than Judith's
bu!-i{'m.

But before her finger found strength
to pull the trigger the man at the
table, startled from his sleep by the
sound leaped from
lils chalr with a vlol I
eluttering to the foor, an

of volee

angry

it sent It

way—happening along like this eviry
time I necd u car the worst way In |
the world!"

“Drive on!" Trine serenmed to the

|
on, do you hear?"'

| chaulleur, “Drive

| But Judith had stepped up on the
| running rd and wae evelng the

r ¥. with one hnnd elgnif-
cantly rostine on tha burt of thi

wenpon o* her glde. The car remaiped |

1o the bud of the canyon

welf headlong acrods the r sl a standstill
' M o] 2y y " . 11Aay
prisoning the wrist of hls betrothed Sulphu profanity followed, a
with one hand while the other wrestod | Pt t stréam of vituporation that
the weapon away and paseed [t lo | wWns i only by Judith's lnter
Judith [y tl "We's il to g YOU Ones
YRose!™ heerled thiokls, “what does | Befure, you ke If you want anothor
Are you mad? Juditl | tn I that—keep on!"
g the boso hor t Tt here Parcus*” Judith  de-
Judith 11 1 LT T n, nfter hejpinge Re into
alater and troed away | unnlng off to thank thelir
tn hor, A he » 1 in | riied olona {o the oar,
t voleo: * didn't ur T i I WY,
| d her beyond 1 Mo wald
| Far 1] | Lon r 1 ke i
n I ot
e (4 1 r 4
1 () 1
of 1, 1 i 1 | £ L | i ¥
b f :,- s wag | T b underst thnt
ars of t- | 1l ol t] Init | I
\ Rora had | t | ne § when he i
) y h [eht e i Pral | I ".I] hund o | I
ulr problem , 1] W& | (il JA b r
yd iin ar @l | ) somewhire 1 1} road-
§ But she ot Lo are | wide
| ter 1} wa whould & O BUs- | T th al to the chay
pect tnd be moved to intorfere, | feur ! to drivi on;
Hound t} Haulder of the monn | and ey 1y from 'jl @ 1|
n, on the road nlong the od tha | COR pU-HIS BERINE CAm] i by
ellf, uhe s sure of freadom n | cheer tm the miner
barrvatl { The road dipped eharply down the
b
|

1 nuch Is the Ineonslatenc
» human apimal, the inglinet for
self-preservation wu ranger thut
| her purposs: when atouring car #wun
reund the mountaln { shot t 0|
fier, she checked herself hastly and
jumped sside in mmple time to escap
hefne run dowr

The next instaot the mackine was
lurching to & balt and the somorou
nccents of Senecs Trine were sajuting
har:

“Judith! You bere! What the devil!

and nwiftly,
an b
s far
tinte an up

long

pownr with which neeotin
grades or some uncommoply
ptreteh of level road
alf an hour passed without o word
ten by any member of the party,
| Each was deep in his or her own es
peaisl  prooccupation: Alan  turning
over plans for an early wedding; Hose

‘ belpitg him to his feat

A y-_\ ' } ."

| Twleo In the ol

through her  Jover’s pretestatbons
Iudith bont (v profosndest lane lily
Trise nursing his rage, workivg him
sedl wp Mo & stlent fary whose conee

farrvaching
bie wildast

o wor® o be more
b tl}iqm‘d {17

qyueng
(han vy
developmest, for all that,
wis deeperple enough

I'he aged nrooomaniac occupled the
Haht band of ke bt
Thas his ofe ablé hand was next o
Judith Juntapcatiton 10 the

rerolver I he Bolster on her hip

rorner Tvar

in vloee

Withotut the least warninge hia laft
hand ¢losed upon the weapon, wiih
drew 1t and loveled It 4t the back of

Alun's head

As he pulied the trigeer Judiilh fung
herself Bodily upon the arm
scr, the bullet found & xoal
nother thas the intended
muscalar torearm of the
ived N
With a shrick of pain the man re
leased the wheel sbd drasped hie

Eien
gih In

wur ret

arm,

Defore Alan eotld move to prevent
the disastor the car.
& gulling band, caromed off a low
embankment W the left and shot fullk
tilt Into & shallow @lteh on the rlght,
ahelling its passengers like peas (rom
a hreken pod

Alan eatapilted & goosd twonty feel
through the alr and alighted with
such that be lay stunned for
soveral momentia

When be came o, he found Nareun

noing without

tores

e passenger touring car balied in the
roadway indicated the manaer (o which
his friend had arrived oo the scens
of the sccident

When damages were aspessed |t
wan found that none of the party had
sufferad seriously but the chauffeur
and Seneca Trine himself. The former
had ottly hia wound to show howaver,
while Trine lay still and sensolesn at
a very considerable dlstance from the
wreched automoblle

Nothing but a barely percoptible
resplration and intermittently futter
Ing pulse persgaded (hem that the
Bame of Hie wan not extinet In that
poor, old, palo-racked body

CHAPTER LHL
The Last Trump,

Toward the evenlng of the third
day followlng the meotor apill, Judith
sat In the deoply recessed window of
a bedechamber on the second foor of
a hotel situated In the heart of Call-
fornin's orange-growing lands,

Behind her Seneca Trine sat, ap
parently aslesp, In & wheeled Invalld
chalr.

There was no cceapant of the room,

Though he had lain nearly two
days in coma, her fathor's subsequent

Lightning Kilis Trine and Strikes Down Alan and Hoce,

progrens toward rocovery of his nor

mal state had beon mapld. Now, ne
cordiig to & cotuncll of surgeoni and
physiclang who had been summoned

on his case, he was In
to round out the averagoe
sound man's Nfetime. Ha

to dellibernts
& falr Wiy
Enen of o

had wpparently suffered nothing In
eonsequence of i necidont more
erlous than prolonged unconselopns-
1¢88. For the last Uwenty-four hours

he had been in Ml possession of hls

faculties and (for pome regson Impoe-
nible to Judith fathom) uncot
manly ehoerful

From thls elreumutance she drew

o oortidn ponm itifiod nnxiety.

{ the morning

hnd ennpht hiz vve following her
A gleam of rdonle exullancy,
he nureod some sogrot of
ary potantialitles,

| (uhe ) I wna guite
' that | ulil have somo

rrsli LA T i Lha nasas
lon of Alan, Not oul had hod any
rd of witn Ilm #lnoe
lg red bt attending sure
BE01 wan of unimpeschable char-

| tralned, ourie,

! i ¥ nr
gl elf, Judith. Under such eir-
i e miply eould not have

Consplr fool,
was opprossed
ik Hne

Perh (sha roguoned) the weath.
er wits responnible for thia (eeling, in

The day had
i day with-

e measiire gl ignst

hoey nnconsclonnbly het,

tout o brenth of alr, Now, as It drew
toward s clove, Its heal sesmed Lo b
coms more gnd mors oppregEive oven
ne Its lght durkened by o por-
tentous phenor “a vaat pnll of
inky eloud shoulderipg up over the

mountaing to the musle of dlstant ram-
blngs

Nor thie all; & conglderable de-
gEree ol restlessneas was surely par-
donable In one who, from her window,
watehed a carrlagedrive populous

Wh

| with vehicles (for the most purt mo-

Ihuggan‘ the contentment regained | tor cars) bringiog w the hotel geyly

o heavy saw |

fAiressed men and women, the guests
Invited to the wedding of Kose Trine
and Alan |law

Within another ten minules (he
mun Judith loved with all her body
mnd scul would be the busbund of har

slnter

Bhe bad told berselfl she wan e
plgned; Lt she was not, and she
woild never e Her hoart was broak
Ing in her bosow as sha mat thers
watehing, walting, lHstening o the
over heavier detonationas of the ap
proaching thunderstorm and 1o the

jubllant pealing of .‘JMI organ down
b firw

The had told herself that, thourh
resigned, she could not Lear to wit
ness Lhe eoremony. Now as the mo-
menl drew pear when the marriage
would be & thing fulahed, Naxed,
trreirtevable, she found hetsalf ol
able to wodute the siraln alone

Blowly, against haor will she rose
Atd slole across the floor W0 her fa
ther's chalr

His breathing was slow and regys
lar; beyond doubit he slepl; ungues
tlenably there was po reason why sha
should not leave bim for ten minites:
wvesn though bhe waked It could not
harm him to awall ber return at the
eid of ihat scant pericd

Like & gullty thing on feot an nolse-
lona an any stioak thief's, she crept
from the room, closed the door el
lently, mn down the hall and de
scetided by & back way, a littloused
stalrease, to the Jowser hall, approachs
lng the scone of the marriage

Coustructed In Imitation of an old
Bpanish misslon chapel, It contalned
ote of the finest orgatis In the world:
st this closs range lis despthroated
tones vied with the wartlugs of the
storm. Judith, lurking in a passagn
way whose opepn deor revealed the
altar stepa and -chancel, was ahakeod
to the very marrow of her belng by

the majestlo reverberations of the
musle
Biuce they had regalued contact

with clvilization In a section of the
oouutry where the Law estate had
vast holdings of land, the chapel was
thronged with men and wamen who
had koown Alan's father and wished
to honor his son -

Above stalrs, In the room Judith
had  quitted, Seneea Trine opensd

| both eyes wide and laughed a silent

| COUTHY

L tentral stalrease

Inugh of savage trivmph when the
door closed behind his daughter.

At last ho was left to hia own de
vices—and at a thge the most Atting
Imaginable for what he had In mind

With a grin, Senecea Trine railsed
both arms and stratched them wide
apart

Then, grasping the arms of his
chalr, he lifted himself from It and
ptood trembling upon his own feet for
the firat time In almost twenty years

Grasping the back of the wheaeled
chalr, le used 1t as u cruteh to gulde
hin feehle and uncertaln movements
But  these became momentarily
stronger and more confident

This, then, was the secret he had
hugged to hls embittered hosom, a
socret unsuspected even by the at
tending suggeon: that through the
motor aceldent thres days ago he had
regalned the use of lNmbs that had
been atricken motlonleas—atmngely
epnough, by a malor car—nearly two
decaden alnen,

Slowly but surely moving to the
bhureay In the room, he opetied one
of it deawers and took out some

thing he had, without her knowledge,
peen Judith put away there while she
thought he alept

Then. with this hidden In  the
pockst of his dressing gown he
stecred a stralght If very dollberate
to the door, let himself out,
nnd ke n materlalized specter of the
man he onee had heen, navignted the
corridor to the head of the broad
nnd stap by wtep,
clinging with both hands, negotinted
the descont

The lobby of the hotel was deserted,
As the ceremony approached Ita end
evory peuest and servanl In the honsn
was erowding the doorway to the
chupel, opposed tha prokrons
of this ghantly vision in dressing
gown and slippered feet, chuckling
Insnnely himuaelf a8 ho tottpred
through the ompty halla and corrl-
dory, finding an almost supornatural
pirength to sustaln him il he found
himwelf fee to face with his chosen
enemy and vietim

The first that blocked his way Into
the r?::n"'-', n bellboy of the hotel,
lookad rould st the first touch of the

Nonn

eldwlike hand vpon hls abhoulder and
hrank boek with n ery of terror—a
ary that wnn echoed from. hilt a
tipenr throntd within another fhatant
An If from the path ol soma gtiely
vinltunt from the world heyoud the
the throng prosted back and

clearod n for Bonoeca Trine, [(a-

ting af the beide

And the wny opmnod and he
Ionkod wp toward the sline and spw
Alun standing hond n - hand Ith
Roge whlla the minlsteg invoked o
Wiasing upon tha union that had bogy
but that [netant eomented, added
trapeth, the streneth of the inwaoe,
wis - given to Beneca Trin

When Alan, annnved hy the di
turhitice In the Lo { the chapel,
lonked round, It woyg to pes the fped

maniae standing within & dosen fest
of him; and na he nnd eried
ot in wonder, Trine whippéd & re

volver from the pocket of his dressing

Eown and swong |t ateadlly to benr
upon Alnn's head

At that inwtant the wtorm broke
with infornal fury upon the laad.

A erash of thunder so heavy and
proloneed that 1t seemed to rock the
viry bullding upon it foundations,
necompanied the shattering of a hugs
stalned.-glass window

A bolt of blulsh flame of dagaling
brilllance: Alashied through the window

————

Trey O’Hearts

I'rine,
[T |

hatid of Mepeva
1he
BWim doad
fell the buit
ilhivpe Juen
who el Juml

| etal In tha
disecharging
Bruchk
An
wirick

L L. T TR TR R
and
Lavw
Lively

".l"ltm.
Alan

fis
1w
LTI wolnan

made bis wife
CHARYER LIV,

The Wile

Apaln threa day
ik, fruim
neral of her

o wlapsed: and o
returilng the douylile fy.
futhor und wister, doffed
har

and o

urning for a gowh
ntmosphere of
Hutee

e sulted te e
& slekrove, then telleved the
In charge of Alan

He remained ne he had heon ever
Muee the alling of the thundaertslt—=
in absolule coma.

it be YNved, aud—or the physiclans
| Hed——muat soon regsin oconsclousneds,

Knesling boeslde his bedelde Judith
prayed long and samastly

When sha arose I was o answer
n tap upon the door. Fhe admitted
Tow Narcus and sulfered him to lead
bher into the recass of the window,
whore they conversed In  guarded
totes I spite of the faet that the
subject of thelr communications could
nit powsibly have heard (hem

“I've eome to tell you somsthing,”

{ Harcus announesd with characteristio
awkwirdness, “I've known it for
three days—eover slnce the wedding
In fact—and kept 1t to myself, not
knowing whether | ought to tell you
yot or poL"

He paused, evelng bher uncertalnly,
unhapplly

“I am prepared.” Judith assured
Mm oalmly

*You're unothing of the sort,” he

| eountered, argumentative You

eonldn't be  It's the most amasing

-

thing !maginable Bos hete

“WWell ¥

"You understand, don’t you,
Alan sl never know that Rose was
kiled by that lightniog stroke*

“What do you mean™

"1 mean"” the man fNoundered mine
erably, "you-ses, he loved her so—I|
thought-=I'm sure It wonld bhe boat-=
If you ean bring yourself to {t—to lat
him go on belleving It wasnt Hose
who was kijled, but Judih And that's
ukating so close to the truth that It
miukes no diference: the Judith Alan
knew and the Judith 1 knew In the
heglnning I gone as complotely as
Iethnmth she and not Ross had besn
LB

After a long patss, the girl asked
him quletly “I understand. DBut (a
It posaible you don't understand that,
it 1 were to consent to this propos)s
tion, lend myself to a deception which
I must maintaln theough all my lfe
to oonme—Alan would consider me his

wife ™

Well, but—you mee—yon are his
wife Oh, don't think I'm off my
bat. “ I'm telling vou the plain, unvar

trath Alan's wife.
: No, linten to me. You remems
ber that day in New Yark when von
substituted for Rose, when Alan tried
to elope with her, and you went with

nished You are

him to Jersey Clty, and stood up to bhe
married by a preacher-guy named
Wrlght—and Marrophat broke in Just

at the erftical moment and busted up
the party ™
“Well? sho demaniod breathlosaly,
Barctia produced a folded yellow pas

per from his coat pocket and profs
fered It

“Read that, It was handed to me
as best man, Just before the core-
mony, Boelng It wan addresssd to

Alan and knowlng he was Ib no frama
of mind to ba bathered by telegrams,
I sipped It Into my pookel and foriot
all about It temporarily Whan |
cama to fnd 11, T took the lHberty of
reading It, Hut read It for yoursolf”

The typewritten linor of the long
mesnage blurred and ran together nle
most Indecipherably in Judith's vision,
None the less, she eontrived 1o grasp
the substance of s meaning.

“TYHY DIDN'T YOU WIRE MB
BOONER," It ran "MARRIAGE TO

ROSH IMPOASIBLE REV, MR,
WRIGHT INFORMED ME YOUR
MARRIAGE  TO  JUDITH  LAST

WEEK HAD GONE TOO PARR WHEN

MARROPHAT INTERRUPTED, JU-
DITH LEGALLY YOUR WIFR. |
wWorLn HAVE ADVISED Your

BOONBER HAD YOU LET ME KNOW

WHERE TO ADDRESS YOU. HOPR
') HEAVEN THIS OET8 T0 YaU
HEFORE TOO LATRE" |

The mossagn was slgoed with |ImI
name af Alaw's confdential man of
buslness In New Yark

When Judith looked up she wan
nlone Iy the room, Lut for the silant
patlent on  his eouch

slowly, slmowt fegrfily e orept
o hid beddlalile and wtood ke ilawn
Into this fiee of he hushnnd

And while whe K i Van'd Tishons
Mittersnl, his resplention qnfekoned, @
falnt cojor eremt Into hi N eleals

aml  lis “ove [ I wille nnd

Inoked Into hor
Hia Nps movad and e
of rotagrnition I

allped n word

Sladlthet
With 1 low ery of temderhons; the
girl pank to hor kn wail @rnetreled

hin head with her and

“Tudith ahe whispesed, Elding hor

foce (n My bowon, Juilith I8  no
nmaore .t
A paoged and then the feslln volee:
“Thon, If I wan mistoken, {f yot
aren’t Judlth, you mugt be Roge—my
wifa!"

Sho enid wtoaditv s “l am your wife,”
His lhnnds fombled with her fuce,

clomed upon her cheecks, Hited her
hend upill her oves muost ook Into
1

‘nid for many minutes ho held her
rwkeing dorp Into the sonl of the
wWOmat
dacn quietl? he sald: "I know . . -._
THHE END,

| liks & flaming sword and smote the

loaa momber |

that .
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