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pouring ou over the mmpant of mous |
© tadns in the east, a3 usual, they were oo quick for e | ol Hdlsg distancs of this hare | WINID &0 bour she had him ready

Within the rim of hiils that risged Thay jumped out and dropped off the car® to do anything to win ber smile,
the plain like the chipped and broken :i""” b‘:.w" ':;::;:: :’:'.":';":‘: Trine waved his hasd ail his secre- In that first rush of goldes day w

'l“ of a titanle ssucer, allence ;:; N I'Iht- L h:‘ I.'“‘n '| tary. “Jimmy, find & thousand dollars  'BWATE the land, the party came quietly

" "broodid and solitude beld eway—- : e "’“':‘ ‘*:;b .u: "‘:_ for this gentheman. Make out the | '010 the town of Mesa, riding slowly ln

. | dwarfag the town of Detsll that oo [ ™ iise the on y S A paper be indiestes for the balance, or that the nolse of thelr approaeh

w the wm middle of the wo bad ﬂﬂﬁ.m abd .l" med down the and 11 W l‘h‘ Bot warn (he fugitives, who

sagebrush waste, to proporticos even lnl!nu:r‘—]::ll. “u:h“.d‘“tn“:dpm; "Afo't you powerful trusttel Mr. Hopl asserted confident!ly would still

! b“mﬂﬂil “’llﬂl be Inferred ::;_"' silng w &y IReT WS wrine?! How do you know 111 do anys l‘: "-’“;d ;ﬂ;ﬂ:hlll the m‘mu;mm:m
~ from eaudor of ita christening. . - s | thing more'n pocket that thousand and ‘e offer Y the town's one botel.

' A piatform, & siding 3 waler tank, & '""l"li started “"!":'L ‘:;"‘-"""‘; fade delleately away.” It wia to be termed & tows only in
Wells Purgo office and By elograph and ::;L"‘"m‘“’ b‘:f';l::m" W AR%1 My daughter and this gentieman, ©0UTtesy, this Mesn: » straggling
ticket office, backed by Lhree romgh | Ul & i best.” M bat ob| MF. Marrophat, will accompany yoo® | Street of shacks, ramabackle relles of
frame bulidings; that is Delsll freme | 04 % SRF BERG FSTERE SR L 0N, thats the way of It, b i what had onoe besn a promising com-
ved complately. poodir N _'m““ " aivave hap | “Name! interjocted tha secretary, munity, the halfoway station between

Bhortly after nightfall the steel rid - wn: ihe othars off * writing busily with the top of hig at. | 'he rallroad and the mining camps

. bons of the Banta Fe began to bym. A "',‘l‘.b' ‘rf a . rox ‘m. him with | tAchS case for & desk. secroted i the fastnesses of the Palnts
Beaditght peered suspicioosly rosod a | m"_ ‘“j’f e e Taut| “Slade® sald the basdit, “James |8 bills—camps now abandoned, thetr
(Shoulder of the eastern range. took | JAUEE RS F O e | Slade” Agaln Trine panctured the at. | YOFY BAmes almost faded out of the

~ heart of courage to find the plain still ::::_ oy e | mosphere with his index finger, "The ' Wemory of mankind,
NERBPSd In Deace, and trudesd stolid | TOT L e b hoslders, | AR Whose lfe 1 want la named Alan Midway In this striug of odifices the
| Iy toward Detall, the ecgine whose "Notht rumnch." Yo allowed  “1 am | 1%, He ls running away with my hotal stood—a rough, unpalnted, wood
QSRR K e pulliag after it & sring of on) tl?:zt!n how strange 1t b that| Ssushter, Rose, accompatiod by & per | *0 edifica, malaly veranda and bar

- Srefght cars, both fiat and box. sy R Bt r | %00 Damed Darcus, disgulsed aa & Pull. |00 &2 o its lower floor,

. At Detall the traln passed. Ita | 'r' W oA ‘lﬂ:‘“ y Ill;‘ " | man porter—" Jealously Judith watched (he wine
crew alighted and engaged o ank ;';"::':::::f.._' s aaeNs, “The three of them having recent' dowa of the second floor: and she

= mated argument. Detall gathored that | B | escaped from a traln wreek up yonder 81080 of the four detected tha face that
the exclement was due to the unae | 700 Ki7l's hands were clenched nto | oy S s ool Jim (nterposed, | #hoWed for one brief instant well back
L courtable dlsappoarance of the ca: | S8 white knuckles showing through | o Sl Tl L e Judith demands | 18 the shadows beyond one of the bed-
the flesh. “You coutemptible i~ ]
. boose; nome seemed to have any no- pes pUble PUPRY | o4, whirling round. room windows—a face that glimmered
" tion as to how 1t could have brokea ;::‘:zm Ber volce falled: for her | "ADOUL &2 Bour age, or maybe an |momentarily with the pallor of a
looss; yot missing It consplevonaly | sy badiror th . bour and & halt,” Hopl Jim replied, a ' Ehostle agalnst theibackground of that
was, b past the person of Mr. | good ways down the road They  Obscurity, and thet was gone,
| Marrophat to the doorway of the draw- 3
In the Patse that followed, while & ! and 1 d 1t i stopped and ast where they could get Her eyes alone, indeed, could have
_ Teport was ‘elegraphed to headquar .:"' it - TRUNEE & | put up fer the night | kindly directed | Fecognized the features of Alan Law
- ter. and lostructions returned to pro- ..h' ' friends” bo offered fn | 1H0M 00 to Mess, down In the Painted In that fugitive glimpee

oend without delay, ooe of the traln- a8 Wa, N0 hills yonder' Two sentences exchanged botween

men spled & boyish figure lurking tn | * 'a3¥, semidumorous drawl "It paine . Hopl Jim and a bleareyed follow
BN open door of an empty box mo consldernble to batt in on this | CHAPTER XXXVIL whom he roused from sodden slumbers

Cunningly boarding this car from happy family gathering, but business = behliad the bar sealed their confidence

opposite side, the tralnman ca is business, samo as usual, and 1 got Fireplay, | with couviction: the three fugitives
' the akulker usawares and booted him ;:n?",_’w‘ t0 please put wp your) . onted with the promise of @ | WOre i fact guests of the house, oo
waingloriously Into the night. "“'I;atdo * the alid & thousand dollars advance on his con- cupying two of the three rooms that

As the figure alighted and took to | saanded O Wi+ =y ® | tract, providing he returned with | Composed it upper story.

~ 1t Deels, loslag Itself in the darkness, “Why." drawled the bandit, “nothing | DOTses Within & stipulated time, Mr, | 10 the rush that followed up the |
it uttered a cry of pained surprise and in 3 = ly your cash. BShell Hop! James Slade drifted quietly away @ PATTOW stalrway, Judith led with such
protest shich drew a wrinkle of as- P""“‘ “““"‘l r "‘:: .4 the | I6t0 the desert night spirit that not even Marrophat wus-

. tonishment detween the brows of the f:dt:y mm:' FH-":;":B“ 3 “:’ t: ® | well content, persuaded that the | Pected her revolver was polsed solely
tratnman, il u:. . h":'}"’; ;' morrow’s sun would never set upon & | With intent to shoot from his hand hia

“Sounded like & woman's voloe,” he | 5800 ® the Agure which Judith's world tenanted by one Alan Law, th own revolver the instaut ho leveled

i . disguise revealed rather than con » that

mused; then dismissed the suggestion | L0 youll pardon my takin' | WOROmAEniac, Seneca Trine, forgot his | !t 8¢ A buman target. |
as obviouly absurd. - | Tecent {1l temper and set himself diplo- | Closed and locked doors confronted

It wasnot. . . . | thom; and thelr summwons educed no

Sbortly after the freight train had | = response; while the f:st door, when
gone on its way—before, Indeed, the broken In by a wholesouled kiok, dis-
‘glimmer of Its rear lights had been coverad nothing more satisfactory
Jost among the western hilli—a sec- than an empty room, (is bed bearing

. ond headlight appeared in the east, the Imprint of & woman's body, but
. swept swiftly across the plaln and in that woman gone
. fturn stopped at Detall, From the one window, looking down

The second birdof-passage proved | | the nlde of the house, Texas announced
to be a locomotive drawing a single | | that the woman had not escaped by
car—a Pullman. Jumplng out.

Hardly had It run past the switch, So It seamed that the three must
bhowever, when the brakeman dropped | have had warning of thelr arrival,
down, ran guickly back to the switch after all; and presumably wera now
and threw it open. herded together in the adjoining room,

Promptly the traln backed on to the which looked out over the veranda

A roof, walting In fear and trembling

As the Pullman jolted across the for the sasgault that must soon come—
frogs the brakeman, Interposing him- and in fact immedistely did.
pelf between it and the tonder, re- But it maet with more stubborn re-
Jeased the coupling, efstunce than had Deen anticlpated.

By the time that the Pullman had The door had been barrieaded from
come toa full stop on the slding, the within — re-enforced by  furniture
Ipcomotive was swinging westward placed ngninst It Four minutes and
like & scared jackrabbit—though no the united eforts of four men (Inelud.
puch milk-and-watery characterization ing the bleary loafer of the barroom)
of the traltor passed the lips of any were required to overcome Its Inert res
one of the three men who presently plstance, But oven when It was down,
appeared on the Pullman's platform | the room was found (o be as emply os
and ghook Impotent fsta In the diree. the first. '
tlon taken by the fugltive engine Only the Angers of two hands geip-

When the Inst of these had run tem- ping the edge of the veranda roof
porarily ont of breath and blnsphemy, showed the way the fugitives had
& briet sllence felll punctouted by flown; and these vanished Instantly us
groans from each, nnd concluded by the room was lnvaded,
the saund of a volce calling {rom the | Followed & swift rush of hoots down
Interior of the car—a volce s strange- the dudty street, and a chorua of blas-
ly sonorous of tone as it was curiously | phemy In the hotel hallway: for Ju-
querulouk of accent, dith had headed the concerted rush

The three men immediately ran back for the stuireass snd contrived Lo
into the car and presented themselyes bloek It for & full hnlf minute by pre-
with colintenances varlogsly apolo- Marrophat at Her Eibow to Egg Her On. tending to mtumble and twist her
getic, to one who ocoupled a corner of |Botice,” he amended “Perhaps 1| matically to adfust the differcnces bes | ankle,
the drawing room: a man wrapped fn | Wouldn't If the lady's clothes dign't it | tween his daughter, Judith, und his In aplte of that wlleged Injury, sha
& steamer rug and a cloud of fury. | her so allfired quick!” first Neutenaat, Marrophat, never limped, und wasn't & yard be-

Now when he had dralned the “Keep a clvll tongue In your head, It was no facile task: Marrophat | hind the first who broke from the
muddy froth of profanity from his tems |y man!™ Judith counseled, without could not be trusted to work with & | hetel to the open, nor yet appreciably
per it left a clear and effervescent Iﬂn}' show of fear, single mind becnuse of his Infatuetion | behind him In vaulting tor saddle.
well of virulent humor: the wrath of At the same time her father's volee | for Judith: Judith could no more be Well up the rad a eloud of smoky |
the valetudinarian began to vent itselt | brought her to her senses, trusted faithfully to serve out her vow | dust half obecured (he shapes of thres
upon the hapless heads of the trlo wha | “Judithl Be quiet, Let me deal 1o bring Alun Law to her father's feat, | who rode for thelr very lves,
stood before him. wiah this gentleman. 1 am sure wé | alive or dead, because—U0 cruel lrony The pursult wax off In a twinkling

While this was In process, the |c8n eome to some arrangement” of Fate!—she Hersell bud fallen in | and well bunclhied- Marrophat’s mount
person of boylsh appearance, who had | “You bet your lfe,” ngreed the gen- | love with that same man whose death | leading by a nose, Judith second, Hapl
been keeping rellgiously aloof and in. | tleman as the girl mutinously stepped  she had pledged herself to compase. | Jim and Texas but 1ttle In the rear.
conspieudus in the buckground of De- | baek: “I'know what I want, and you-| Only when, as now, bulf mad with | And in the first rush they seemed to
tail ever since that unhappy afair |ell know you got it: so the uame of | junlousy, determined to see Alan deid | gain: moment by moment they drew
with the trainman, stole quietly up to |the sald arrangement I8 just ‘shell rather than yield him to the woman up on the fiylng cloud of dust,
the rear of the wtalled Pullman, |Out.’™ he loved, her sister, might Judith be | Judith heard sn onth muttered be-
olimbed aboard, and creeping down | "One minute’ the invalid Inter-| ecunted upon to serve her father In | side her and saw Narrophat Jerking o
the aisle unceremoniously interrupted | posed. “Don't misunderstand me. I|hls Juit for vengeance us hie would bo | revolver from its holster. The weapon
the conference just 48 the invalld was | guarantes you shall be amply satis- | served—and even so not without Mar- | swopt up and to @ level; but as the
polishing off & rude but honest opinion | fied. 1 give you my word—the word | rophat at her elbow to egg her on | hammer fell, Judith's horse caromed
of the intellectuel caliber of oue of the |0f Seneca Trine." | through her resentmont of his survell- | heavily against the ather, swinglng It
three named Marrophat, who figured The eyes of the bandit widened. | lance. Neither could be trusted, in- | half a dozen fect aside, and deflecting
a8 his right-hand map and familiare !‘Nu? Is that 20?7 Seneca Trine, the | deed, to work alane to the dealrad pon- | the bullet hopelessly.
genius. | raflroad king? BSure's you're born |summeation; for Trine had secret rem. : The shoek of collislon was so great

“Amen to thut!" the boyish person | you're him: I've seen your pleturs (son to fear lest .‘s:.-arr_r-;.h:qr might, | that Marrophat kept his seat with dif-
ejaculated with candid fervor, Joung !in the papers a dozen tlmes. Well, | glven opportunity, connive at Alan's | fleylty., Hea turned toward Judith a
ing gracclessly in the doorway, now, it looks lke I'd drawn o full | escape In order that he might marry | faee Heid with rag
“There's many & true word epoken in | house to this pair of deuces, don't It? | Rose and so throw Judith back Into Simultaneously, un If taking the shot
wrath, Mr, Marrophat, Father forgol | You ought to be able to pay something | bis, Marrophat's, arms, | B8 the elgnal for s fusillade, Judith
only ons thing—your masterly way | handsome—" | Poor, deluded fool! saw Alan Jean bask over his horse's
with a revolver. From what I've seen “IN pay you far more handsomaely | Buch waa the private comment of | rimp and open fire.
of that, this day, I'll go bail that the | than you dream of If you'll do as I | Marrophat's master. An fnstant Tater his companion, Dar-
only safe place for o mun you pull & | wish,” Trine Interrupted quickly. “Do | For all that, it was the man and 00t | cus, fmitated his cxample,

Zun on |8 right in front of the muzzle, | me the gerviee 1 wish—end name | bis daughter, whom Trine designuted In immediate consequence, Texas
There's something downright uncanny | your price: whatever it {8, you shall | to lead the expedition, cunningly | dropped reins, nIuered Larwasd over
In the way you oan hit anything but | have it!" |‘:"'"“””3 on Judith's chagrin to work | ¢, pommel, wabbled weakly in his
what you alm at!"” “Nothing could be falrer'n that!" |upon her passions and excite her o | coane for o moment, then losing the

uyudith!” exclaimed the invalld. |the twogun man admitted susplelous: | one last, mud, blind attempt that | stirrups, pitched headlong to the
*“Where did you drop from?" _II.V. “But what's the number of this |should prove successful, |£ruund;' while FHopl Jim's horse

“From that freight” Judith ex- here service—liks you call it Bmlling his secret smila, Trine an stopped short, precipitating his rider
plained carelessly, neglecting to elucl- 1 “Listen to me." Trine bent his head | nounced his decision at the last mo | gyerbend. and dropped dead.
date the exact fashion of her drop. “I | forward snd jabbed the air with an | ment, whila Hopi Jim waited with his | =
judged you'd be mlong presently, and emphatic forefinger. "What's the life | horges and an assistant—ong Texas— CHAPTER XXXVIIL
thought I'd like to learn the news. |of a man worth in this neck of the |for whose ulter innoceno® of scruples | xg
Well—what lnek woods ™ . Mr. Slade unhesaltatingly vouched, 1 The Upper Trall.

- 5 e | “How much you got?" Sullenly submlssive, at Jeast In out-| 15 the ten minutes’ delay necessl
m'::;*:lli;‘;n:z::_sm:” Igjhhjinp;l:z | “IN1 pay you ten thousand dollurs | ward seeming, Judith bowed to this de- | tated by this reverss, a n{meer of
for the life of the man 1 will name.* claion, marched out of the ear, and | more or less innocent bystanders

-
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i CMAPTER XXXVI,
) Detall,

iruuted indignantly, The othera shuf-
fled uneaslly and looked all ways but
one—at the girl in man's clothing.
*None?' Judith interpreted. “You
don’t mean to tall me that after I had
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By Louis Joseph Vance

takes all that trouble—cast the oa
boose loces fn the middle of thal
trestle st the risk of my Nfe—jou
didn't bave the narve Lo go (hrough
wilh the buslness!®

“We went through with it all right.”
replied Marrpphat defessively; “but

“Uive me a thousandba secount,” sald
ke other, “and & paper saying you'll
pay e ulnelesn thousand more in ex-
change for it and one dead man, prop
arly identified na the ohe you want—
slgued by yow—and your man's as
good as dead this misute, providing

peht, the gl maneuvered har hores
to the side of Mopl Jim, and thens
dropped back, permittiug Marrophat
to lead the way with Tevas

As deliberataly she set hersel ta
work upon the bandit's susceptibility
to her charma

The eyes of the bandii narrowed. | suffered Marrophat (o help her mount | ploked up the man Texas and carried

“Hold on, my friend: s that what you

call my naming my own price?
“Name it, then,” sald Trine

-

her horse,
Now, dellbarately, na the [ttle caval-

|'him off to breaths his Jast benesth a
roof; Hopl Jim picked himself up,

‘Iudo rode through the mconlit desert | brushed his person tolerably clear of

cloude of dust and profantly, and de [Mhe edgw, threw himsell fat and swore

E—

parted It soarch of & mount (o replace bitlerly, wilh an actent of ariavances,

the borse that had beenn shot under
hlw; and Judith sat har horse ealmly,

i he ross. |
Prom the canyon below & dull nolse

amiling swent insolence Into the exase  of galloping hoofs advertised too plain

perated countenance of Marrophat.
Iucldentally the fugitives dlsap-

Iy the failure of thair atiewp
And MHop! Jim turned back only te

peared round a bend ln the road that fnd Judith mounted, reinlog her horse

led directly Into the wild and barren
heart of the Painted bills

In betwesn him and Marrophat, and
prepared to glve omplasis 10 what she

In the brief interval that slapsed be bad to say with as astomatie pletol

fore his return with Hopt Jim, Marro
phat cootrived to persuade the bandit

that Judith had been, at least lndl  Kvsted avenly
rectly, respousible for the eatasfrophe, You break the sad news to Mr, Marro

with the upshot that, temporarily

blinded to har fascinations by the glits | your attention
tor of nineteen thousand dollars in the |1t s thie

noar distance, Mr. Slade malntalped

his distance and a deaf sar to her on toward the west
The otly Information 'elther of you oare to follow me”

blandishments,

that pestled snugly tn her palm,
“One moment, Mr. Blade” she sug
Just & moment bafore

phiat. I've something (o say (hat needs
lIkewiae, your respect, |
| ams parting company with

you and Mr. Marrophat | am riding
by thie tradl. I
the |

a8 Lo thelr purpose that she was able Attomatle fashed ominously in the
to extraet from either man, when the 'sun glare="1t will be with full knowl
purviing party turned aslde from the  edge of the consequences. Mr. Marro
matn trall, some distance from Mesa, 'phat will enlighten you If you have

wis that Hopl Jiy knew s short eut  any doubt of my abllity to take care of

through the moge, via what he termed

the upper trall, by which they hoped are well advised. you will lurn back
to be able to head the fugitives off be- and roport fallure to my father™

fore thuy could galn the desert ou the
far slde of the hills
Only at long Intervals did they draw

roln to permit Hopl Jim (o make re- from
connolssance of the lower trall that sharply.

threaded the vallay on the far side of
the ridge

Toward noon he returned in haste
from the last
serambling recklossly down the moun-
fainaldo and throwing himsell mpon
his horse with the advice:

“Wo're hoaded ‘em—can make 1t
now If we ride llke all getout!™

af those surveys— | you, | part with blm aa well

mysulf 16 ol wfaire as this. I you

Bhe nodded curtly and swung her
horwe round.
“And what shall I tell your father

you™ Marrophat  demanded

“What you please,” the girl replied,
fNashing o lmpleh smile overahoulder
“Hut, eloce when | part compasy with
tor all of
me, you may tell bim w0 xo 0 the
devill™

“Well,® Mr. Marrophat admitied ean.
fldeatially to Mr. Blade, "U'm damned!™

“And thatl min't il Mr. Siade con.

For half an hour more they pushed |Bded In Mr. Marrophat, whipplog out

on at the bost speed to be obtained |hls own revolver

“You're belng held

from thelr weary animals, at length up 0o, I'll take those guna of youras,

drawing reln at & polat where the trall

friond, and what alee you've got about

cromed the ridge and widened out  You that's of value, Including rour hoss

upon & long. broad ledge that over

and when you gel back to old wan

hung the valley of the lower trail, with | Trine you can just tell him, with my

A clear drop to the Istter from the
brink of & good two hundred foet.

Ona hasty look back and down into
the valley evoked a grust of satisfac-
tien from Hopl Jim.

“Just In time,” ho aspeveratnd. Heore
they come! Ten minutes more . . .*

His smile answered Marrophat's
with unspeakable cruel significance.

“Texas will sleep better tonight
when he knows how I've squared the
denl for him!™ the bandit declared.

“What are you golng to do?™ Judith
demanded, reinlug her hores In beside
Marrophat as the lattor diamounted

A gesture drew her altentipn to &
huge boulder polsed Insecurely ou the
vory lip of the chamm.

“We're golng to tip that over on

| your friends, Miss Judith!"™ Marrophat

replied, with a smack of reliah o his
rvolew “Himple—nont—aMolepl—eh T
What more can yon ask?™

Blie anawered only with un lreepress-
Ihle of horror Marrophat's
Inugh followad her as she tarned away,

For some momoents she strained her
vislon wvalnly, o paohie

gesture

efideavoritig

trute the turbulont currents of super |

heated alr that Alled the valley, Then
she made out Indistinetly the faintly
marked llne of the lower trall: and
immediately she cought o gllmpeo of
three small flgures, mounted, tolling
pulnfully toward the point whers death
awalted them Hke n bolt from the blus

Hontlly she glonged overshoulder:
Hopl Jim and Marrophat, Igonoring her,
wero stralning themeelves agalnat the
boulder withont bodging It an Inch,
for all Its apparent nicety of polse, For
an Instant o wild hope flashed through
her mind, but It wan Immedigtely ex-
orcleed when Hopl Jim stepped back
and uttered n few words of which only
two—"dynamite" and "fuse"—renched
her ears,

Kneallng beside the boulder he dug
busily for an Instant, then lodged the
stick to his satiafaction, attached the
fuse, and breaking off, edged on his
belly to the edge of the oliff and
looked down, carefully caleulating the
length of the fuse by the distance of
the party down below from the spot
where the rock must fall,

But while he wps so engaged nnd
Marrophat slded him, all eager inters
eat, Judith was taking advantage of
thelr disregard of her.

Hurrledly unbuttoning her jacket,
sha whipped a pluying card from her
pocket, & trey o' hearts, and with the
stub of a penell soribbled thres worda
on ite face—"Danger! Go baok!"™

Then findlng o small, flattish bit of
rock, ehe bhound the card to It with
u bit of string; and with ons more
backward glance to make sure sho
was not watched, approached the
brink,

Hopl Jim was maticulously shortens
Ing the fuge, Marrophat kneeling by
hin slde

In the canyon below the throe ware
within twe minutes of the danger
polnt,

It won no trick at all ta drop the
wtone mo that it fell within a dozen
feet of the lending horsemnn,

Bhe saw him reln In suddenly, dise
mount, cast & look nloft, then dismount
and plek up the warning.,

As the others Jolned him, he de-
tached the eard and showed It to them.

At the same time Hopl Jim and Mar-
rophnt Jumped tp and ran back, each
selzing nnd holding his horse by nose
and bridle.

Constralned to do lkewlso loat aho
loss Her mount, Judith walted with &
lghtined heart

The exploslon umote dull echoes
from the flanks of the Palnted hills,
all drowalng In the noon<ay hugh:
the boulder teetered reluctantly on the
brink, then disappenred with a tenr
Ing sound followed by a rush of earth
and gravel; n wide gap appeared in
the brink of the trafl

Leaving Marrophat to huld the two
frightened horses while ihe girl
soothed her own, the bandit rushed to

beat complimenta, that 1've guit the
Job and Ut out after that daughter of
his'n. She's & heap wight more atirne.
tive than ninetesn thousand dollars,
and not balf so bard to earn!™

|
CHAPTER XXXIV, {
Burnt Fingers,

Once ahe had lost touch with her fa.
ther's creatures, the girl drew reln
and went on more slowly and cau-
tiously,

llelow her, In the valloy, the lower |
trall wound its faciie way. ¥From time
to time ahe could discern upoht some
naked strotch of ity length & cloud of |
duat, or perhaps three mounted Ng
ures, scurrylog madly on with fear of |
death snapping at thelr heels

It was Within an hour of midnight, ‘
A pight bellelear and bitier cold on
the helghts, and bright with moou-
light, whea Alan's party made its last
pause and camped to rest aguinst the

I dawn, unconscioun of the fact that, a

quarter of a mile ahove them, on the
upper trall, & lodely woman paosed
when thoy paused and made her own
cnmp on the edea of o sharp declivity
shafin of the rising sun
awnkenad hor Ha Mibbod her
vawned, limes  wtifr
with the hordship of aloeping on une
vieldlng, suncbaked earth-—and of a
audden started up, surpriesd by the
grating of footstaps on the edrth be-
hind her

Dofore she could turn, howevar, ahe |
was catght snd wrapped {n the nrms
of Hopl Jim.

She mustered nll her strength and
wits and will for ona last struggle—
and In o froneled moment mabnged to
broak his bold a trifle, enough to en.
ahla her to enateh at the platol hang-
fug from her belt and present (t ab His
hend.

But It exploded harmleanly, spend-
Ing 1ty bullet on the blue of the morn-
Ing sky. Tho bandit caught her wrint
In tlme, thrust It aslde and subjected
It 1o such eruel preseurs and sneh say-
uge wrenchings thut the pletol dropped
from Nngers numbed with paln,

And now all bhint of morey laft his
oyes; remunlned only the glare of rage,
He put forth nll his strength in turn,
and Judith was an o child in iy handa,
In hulf & minute he had her holpleas,
in na much time more her back wns
breaking ncross his knoe, while he
bound her with loop after loop of hie

The Yeyal

rawhide lariat,

Then, leaving ner momentarily
suplog on the ground, Hopl Jim caught
and unhohbled her horse, and without
troubling to saddle It, lfted the girl
to It baek, and placed her there, fuce
upward, catching her hands und feet,
ne they fell on either flank of the anls
mal, with more loops of that unbresk-
able rawhide, nnd doftly plaolng the
munter knot of the hiteh that bound
this humin pack well beyond possis
bility of her reach.

She panted a prayor for mercy. He
Inughod In her face; bent and kissed
her brutally, and steppod back Inughs
ing to adnilre his handiwork . . .

Thuy he stood for an instant bes
tween the horse and the odge of the
declivity, m falr mark, stark agalnst
the sky, for one who stood In the vil-
ley helow, holding hid rifle with enger
fingars, walting for just such oppor
tunity with the same impatience with
which he had walted for It ever since
the nolse of debris kicked over the
edge by the struggling man and
woman had drawn his attention to
what wan golng on sbove.

Alan pressed the trigger and the
shot sounded clear In the morning
stillness, Judith saw & look of ag-
grieved amnzement crosa the face of
Hop! Jim Sinde.

Then he threw his bands out, clawed
blindly at the alr, staggered, reeled
against the horwe’'s flank so hoavily
that it shied in fright, and abruptly
shol fsgm alght over the edge of the

| surely throw solas lighu

| Records Show Teail |
of Booze

ey

Buperintendents of State Insiiny,
tians Unita in Deslaring Keny
of Liguer,

Prescscans

B
OREGON QITY, Ore. O¢t 13 114,

for of (he Eaterprise)..| Dby
vaples of & bundle of  lettors whiek

upon Wy gy,
wancial side of e “wel" gug gy
yweatlon "
Halem, Juns ¢ 1844
"Dear B Your lettar 1o "
den las been rolormed (o (ki ..”'
Will siate the records abiow Uiad ?‘
twa yoars provioas o lus Febry r.
W82 por oent of the et wli,
celved bkl (helr wrouh
nablt. | might sdd
of parcle vidlators rel
nre returped for drun
Heapectinlly yonm
F. M, ANODG
PFarale (Hficet, Hiate Ponlisg
bais, {thm ™ u"“

Ll ety pe
s 1 tha drig i
‘AL WS par cont
Nt 1o Priwon

From Oregon Btats Training Sehegy
Halom, June 1% 5™
Dear Bir: 1 bellove T sm sy
slating that 76 per cent of sur tapy
hers, directly or indireetly, ow
the Tact that thely homes have
Blighted by the wse of  Inlonleg
LG § ] ‘
Mowt of our boys range botwoey 1™
agin of ten and alghtesn, the Ao
being about fosrtesn; s thers s =
haps wo more Lthan s dosen wardg iy
the schoal who have persotally oo
tracted the drink habll, OF fiurem,
most were born with the cravivg fop
Hguor caused by the prowaslve inda g
utice of the parvtile
“Moping for the sucoens of the
o dry’ movement, | romals,
“Very trdly yours,
“WILL B, HALE
Bupt, Drogon Hiate Tralning Belvol,
Balem, Oregon.”

Ufs.

Fram QOregon Infirmary
"Coquille, Ore, Jupe 17, 1910
Iheaar Hir Yours of recent dute at
hand. In reply | wonld say that tedr
Iy all the psupers o (hls tnstitlion
have come here from deink, sid the
balatise thal coie Bore come fromw the
faet that the lguor driokiog (riead
falls to provide for them, Ligeop
drinking playe the greal part i send
Ing men, womet abd ehilldren horv
The chilldren of drinkers, 15 nine cares
Gut of ten, are the ones (o come hers

I vetualng respectfully yours,

ALLEN Mel k0D,

"Bupl. Coon County Inflrmsry™

One More From Poor Farm,
"Hillwboro, Ore, July 16, 1004
I ar Sir Hecnlved your Irif:p"
torday in regard to the Hguor payig
any part la sending lnmates to thépe
farm
Will say 1 have known of this plas
for tey year, and U5 por cent of Inmse
are here and have beon sent here rom
Hguor gne way of ahother.  They hamw
beunt lguor wsers all thele Hyen (rom
their history, Yours respecitully,
"CLARENCE YOUNG,
“Hupt,  Washington County 1'oee
Farm.™
The “Prison Mirror™ Is responshis
for the siatement that it costs Oregon
two million dollam snoually (32 000
U001 to Keep up her prissos, Jalls, in
wibe wny lutme, and ctlmingl courts, We
will mddd to thie the upkeep Al Ve
rlous (natitutions tor the poot AN Qe
pefident, and wo are constdomble W
dor the mark In saying that they cost
the state two million dellars & your, If
oply €0 per cent of this ix due to drink

(1t medns (bat drink costs Orogon di-

reotly 31.200000 per yoar, This podl
Iy s an indersatimate,  Daes it pay
outley 1200000 In order o collect
ihe 800000 pevenns that the lguor
forces shout so loudly about? Would

t not he bottor pollity to lose the §108,

0000 tis so dokng?
oodry atate matorially oug

oeriipe apnd poverty The 1013
report of (he Kanss stole poard of
tontrol glves the following figores, U
Hke the Katsas flghres lasuod by the
whinky ring you ean verify my Higires
hy sending to the offleo of the stels
board of contml at Topekn, The bosrd
lsnues the following Bgures,

During 914

K6 counties had no Inaane,
11 couiitien had Wil ot
eieh,

{hannas han 106 counties).

00 eountivs bnd o feeble mindesd

00 pouytlen had no habitug) dronks
nrddn

28 countive Bhad ne paupurs

11 countivg hind  no  poorhoises.
Didn't need themn

3 oountien hnve had no prisoners
In thelr jatls for tho yoar,

i eountion have sent no prisoper
to tho pen for the your,

Does 1L not pay to bho dry?

The Intertintional Year Mook ln cons
oedol 1o be the most gecarnte work of
s kind, The 1013 yenr book, reeently
Ianed glvas the fnancin) state of sich
commonwealth to Jan 1, 1013, Lot us
comparoe (ts flgnres for drey Kanse
with thowse for wet Migsourl, January
I, 1910, Kanghe state trensary com
tnlnod & balinee on hand of $1,288,200
Mingourt had o balanoe of  $617380,
logs than half that of its dey nelihbof
Hut note farther: while the bontled b=
dubtednogs of the wiate of Kankan 18
but $470,000, that of ts wel nelghbor
In $4.008,800, Thin (s what the saloons
have done for Mispouri--a protty o
penslve lnxury! i

“But see all the men who will b
thrown ont of work!” There are #2
100,007 Invoited in browerlos (i 08
gon.  Were that sum fnyestod 1o
mille, or In paper milly, or in
milla, or In foundries, or In W
works 1t would mpan cmployment
K14 men, sarning §600,800 1n ":“”"'“
it {a the browerles employ but 204 men,
Ry having $2,469,927 tied up In making
bear 610 men are robbed of a job, and
the workingmen are robbed over §426s
000 n yenr In wagen by the hoozo trusts
Does it poy?

JFor onp dollar spent on  beer (he
workman gets 7 cenls, und the farmer
gets 10 cents, For §L.00  spent on
bread the workmin gots 16 cents, and
the farmer geln 47 conts, Which -
dustry wonld yon rather support, Mr
Working man? Which pays you bosl,
Mr. Farmor?

For hooze Lo noge apnn economie ne
copnity 18 ax wbsurd ns for Juek Johne
wont Lo pose s un exponent of de
ceney, Sincorely yours.

W. T, MILLIKEN,
—— e ———
Keep Your Btomach and Liver Healthy

A vigorous Stomach, perfect working
Liver snd regular aeting Howels I8
guarnnteed i you will yse Dr, Kings
Now Life Pill. They fasuee good DI
geation, correot Constipation and hav®
an excellent tonio effect on the whold
nystem—Purity your blood wod rid 508
of all body polsons through the Bow-

(] (19
Is, Only 26e, at your Druggl (Advd

M el
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{Jv be cotitinued )




