| ‘ g a
B e g
.‘__ -— b T

bin

- s “e
—

. . v

¥ | ‘-

vyl

"

1™

1 ks

CHAPTER XiV.

A Dowbie Escape

On Nagset Deach, in the shank of &
midoummer night, two wen sprawied
on the sands, soms diatance back from
the water, and lstened to the bheavy

panted.

Now and ageln one would NN his
and stare out over Lthe black face
the waters st a little line of red-
fames about & mile off shore, all
remained (o witness to the fact
an hour since, these two had
in command of as trim a small
A ovur veulured the coast |
trip from Portiand to New York
As far out agaln shone the stas
Hght of & becalinad sahooner,
hose poople had beens diroctly respon-
for the disaster which had over

takeon the smaller vessel

In the course of time, beginning to | ss that on Judlih* retorted Mr. Law,
with more ease, one of the

two marooned gontlomen sald
*What | can't understand—anyway

why these damned thugs out thers
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had despolled the victim of the sky's
i faith
"Herw
“Then—lets §0 to It Otve wayl!®

of s wellkoown ser” Mr Darcus
rorrecled Nothing can ever restors
my lost faith lu gentle woman's gentle
best. When you brought that youny
woman aboard 1 thought  buils A dosen lusty strokes brodshil them
wouldt't melt in ber wouth, and for & | alangaide the schooner, and as e
while | actually contemplated dolug | dory seraped the walst of the larger
her the kinduess of tpping you over | vessal the two young men dropped
nto the drink, so's ahe could lavish | oars, roee, and selsing the low gun
bar teuder affections on a regular guy. | walea, Nftad themaeives to the dek
sommecones able to appreciate her Deat Kothlng opposed thetn | the deck was
ing me, of coursa.  And first (hing || lgnomat of other foolsiepa than Lhelr
know, she ups and polnts & gun at my | own, the schooner as slleat as only &
head and tips me overboard, and then | becalmed ablp can be
makes A& pretly bonflre oul of my Without further coasaltation, Alan
sallboat And all the excuse you can | led gulekly aft and down the compan:
produce la that abe’s crmay (o the  lonway to the cably, where & dim light
hoad! Well, wbo sald she wasnt® barned—a smoky lamp swinging o
Any woman whoe would cobssnt to |glmbals above & eluttered table
olope with you Is a 8t sulject for a Of the two stateroom doors ana dle-
commission de lunatieo inguirendo, all | closed an smpty eabin, the other was
ol ht'l:.;:. the Mandla roughly. Alan

e " ueh rying the hand! sugh!
1 SRS ey o fancled he heard a sound within, Paus-
ing. be ealled, with & thrill of fearful
Bope

“Hallo, ih there!™

The reapons was cry aof Incredulous

motologun
*1 don't blame bher for trylng to slay
you, and I'm sorry I lnterfered ™
“There's gratltude for you!*™ Mr
Barcus remarked bitterly. "1 riak my

thought we'd de Asses enough to stay |lfe for you, and you won't even let | Gellght: “Alan!™

aboard the Beaventure and gol burned

The other replied: “Did they™

“Looks that way—doesn't It? If
they didn't, why were we pormitted
to swim ashors at our elegant lelsure?
There was pothing to prevent thelr
rowing round to cut us off”

* “Maybe they did, at that, and misaed
ua Mr. LawandOrder!”

“But—"

*We were a wee mite excited you've
got to admit [It's just possible we
@ida't hear the nolse of thelr cam,
And it's black encugh for them to
bave overiocked us A man's head
in the water lsn't really a consple-
uous object on a dark night”

“Tell me, Barcus, what's ths near
ot symptom of ¢ivillzation ™

“Chatham village,” sald Mr, Barcas,
*six miles to the no'th'ards, and cut off
By an inlet & mile or 30 wide at that™

Mr, Law groaned soulfully.

*Then there's the lighthouss on
Monomoy polnt,” Mr. Barcus pursued,
“three miles to the south™

Mr. Law sald nothing whatever to
this,

"« "Of cutired,” his companion reflected

morosely, “this bad to happen in mid-
mmer! A month earlier we'd have

With a Cry: “Rosel”

had the lifesaving patrol to look to
for protection. But the zervice la sus-
pended in June and July"

A gllence commenced eloquently on
this assertion, broken cnly when Mr,
Law volced a thought bred of long and
malignant observation of the schoon-
er's green eye:

“I'd give a deal
aboard that vessel”

“You don't mgan you think your reg-
ular young woman—"?"

“It's poseible, Judith kidnaped
Rosa in Portland. That's not so far
from Gloucester; a motor car could
have capght that schooner before she
salled to waylay us, this morning. And
what better way to take care of an
able-bodied, fulltempered glr! you've
kidnaped than to ghip her somewhera
by sea, in the care of trustworthy
helllong 7"

“Don't ask me—I've done very littls
kidnaping for one of my years."

“For tuppence,” enld Mr, Law, “T'd
risk a swim off to that boat and see
for myself.”

“For two milllon dollars—I would

to know who's

not!" Barcus affirmed with great de. |

clslon.

A moment or so later the line of
lttle Aames went out wltogether and
unexpectedly: aud the owner of the
Iate Beaventure fancied he could hear,
even at that distance, the hiss of
charred and smoldering timbers sucked
under and drowned out,

“Exit" he announced plaintively,
“exit Seaventure,” with heroic gesture,
“R. L P. a good little ship!™

Alan Law sat up, abstractedly scrub- |

bing & crust of sand from his cheeks
and commented soulfully: “Ob—
damn!"

“That goes double here,” his com-
panion rejoined. "And the way I
ses it, I've got a right to do all the
cussing at this juncturs of our hero's
foolish, but fascinating adventures.
I'm the injured party—it was my boat,
and pow it's gona. I'm broke for fair
Gee!" ho pursued vindletively,

Hy way of answer Alan hurled M-

talk about f1*
me talk abou AL the

"1t fan't your talking | mind—it'a self bodily agalnat the door
the everlasting polse you make™ Mr

wind fremh

i

“Nothing
yoursall masy
plaphk hers

1o

the st

ite your trick at the wheol ”

D land you & kick In
e slats when s minded —or whea

ol diseordanes—ilis  man
power horm of & catbosl erying the
waming back to the despthroated
whistle of & cosstwise sieamehip and

With & chuekls, Alsn cbedisolly | the Impertinent dramming of & motor

stretched Bimsall out oo Lhe dech
I say-=lawl*

"Wall ™

"You seem pretty ossy 'n your mind
To

me, she's the same thatl (ried (o send

aboutl this young woman below
ma o Davy Jouss' locker Mow dose
she siplain her presencs aboard ™

“Much se | surmined ” Alan replisd
1 taney they ehloroformed her while
hs slept 1n that botel in Fortland
Jhether or no, Rose woke up o &
losed molor sar—bound and gagged,
ot courne—and was brought atward at
Gloneester aboul midnlght

“Rimple waen yoi koow how™ BHar
cis commetted *“0f coura, 1 alwaye
did say that truth was » slranger te
fletton. Cuddle down. now, and I
talk you iosensible ™

Hia secents already merglug ia with
the awiah of the ‘lengelde waves, the
bubbdling of the wake and the many
totied composite yolee of the ahip In
belag, unconsclousness ke & cloud

taw erplained “Bealdes—Iisten'”

For & moment the two malntained
altep:ive piletice |

A allkets whisper troubled the s
lenice, & little fMulter of sound from far |
actoss the waters. Gradually It gath
ered volume, becams recognizable as
the lisp of cautious oars

“I'm golog away from bhere™ Mr
Barcus anpounced guardediy, and gath
ered his Jege under him preparatory
to riaing.

“Hall a socond™ Alan Law insisted,
rising Iz turn and grasping the other
by the arm. "Ther've got to land-—-
havent they'—and leave the boat
while they look for us. Well, then
what's to prevent our hiding ia the
dunes and-—™

In the next breath, “Look out!™ he
shrieked,

With no warmning whatever, and
within Afty feet of them. a ghastly
fare broke out in full blaze on the
surface of the water, revealing the
shape of a dory which had drawn In
utiseen under cover of the profound
darkness, and at the same time &
covering to Iits occupanis the two
startied figurea on, the beach

Before they could stir the welrd
light glimmered on a polished weapen
{in the bow of the boat, & spiteful
tongue of reddish fame spat out, a
| bullet sang between Mesars, Law and
| Barcus, and with & sad tbud of disap- |

polntment buried itself In the sands of |
the wave-eaten bloff hehind them. I

Like twin automatons stirred 1o ac
| tion by the report, the two turned and

pelted off down tha beach, to escaps
that deadly area of fllumination,

Other shots sped after them, but
none was $0 well almed, and presently,
finding n break in the bluff, they
swung off Into the grateful sheller of
| the night-wrapped dunes.

Menntime the dory had grounded on
| the beach, and {ts several occipant
| four or five of them, all men, appar
eatly—jumplng out, aet off In pursuit
| of the fugitives, following the tracks

In the sand.

The blackness of the night, how.
ever, conspired with the savage laby-
rinth of the dunes to save Alan and
his companion.

Within another five minutes—while
still the pursult floundered and blas-
phemed at random a round gt
mils to the south—Mr, Law and Mr,
Barcus wers nolselessly squirming on
their bellies, llke two snakes ir
beach-grasy, up the back of a ten-fool
hluff. And presently from ita brow
they louked down on the spiut whers

the dory lay, only 1ta bow ¢

|

second lmpact of shoulders backed by
a hundred and eighty pounds of solid
flesh and determination, the lock splin.
tered away from Its sockef, the door
flew open with a bang—and Alan Ioto
the room with & ery: “Rose!"™
His eweetheart met him half-way,
her arms uplifted, her countenance
transfigured
And Mr. Barcus tumed and slowly
ascended the companionway, his pose
wrinkled with misgivings
“Hlest If 1 know how he thinks he
can tell 'em apart,” he remnrked “Not
\that I blame him for taking a chance;
it wouldn't paln me any to find out
T'd kissed the wrong girl by mistake—
not, that {s, unless ehe didn't care for
my technlque
“In that cass,” he allowad, 1 guesi
the sequel would be apt to prove tol
| erable agonizing!™
Some ten minutes later a hall from
the deck broke the embrace of the
lovers
"Below there!
a-coming!™
|  "Righto! Half a minute!"
{{ts mtern afloat, under srmed guard But tht "'"!"’“";m,”l ey Was fov:
Very alowly and stedlthily Al == !';’:JI" !‘.ms.'g mu]:..;-u--<1 h:.-ll'urn Alan
to his feet and swing back ;|rt1rd :1'[,|.I,:,= .r,"-,-.kT.T‘_?- M{d Illﬂchl
{ thoulder & heavy club of drifty “L;{. SRR OISO IS0 SR N
A match spluttered besides the dory | .y '
and flamed i[:n the still air, n-E:v-f.:‘..: Lend a h_?“d'. bl " !tnrnu.s
with ita reddish glow a bronzed and |, i d Hhwing Hoay ygian ;s
avil visage. -rl.lt-l"rr n|-I ¥ I.tr a:;‘-,u:-. just to get lln
The guard puffed fast and had tha :mrTJI_ e i Sonar WREEACIHIE
tobuceo well aglow when the sky took R |
advantage of t[sls trustfulness and fell | ’.E,l.l:m r,l-_:_.,l.,;-_._!‘ i ‘:.1.'}; A bexd ow|
tpon him lke an avalsnche, :',g arfn' e ,r,’_r_'.,:m" he demanged
Biosalarsonily Alss and Dircix de .,l.Ts;l‘tu,;llu ": .. apprehension.
eeended the face of the bluff In two o .. MATAS Fupnlg ol hesvailsy I
: marine drifted down on the
minfature landslides, dug the wings of the slugeish wind I
out, nd by the time the CTIOn I RN 1010 Euass!”
digirmed guard had suffici ! T 3 “?gu. ’
ered to ery out for help the FY wan Ry
& hundred vards off the beaol and
making excellent time in the direction
of tbat lonely green light
They wrought w tho

TLER

I say—law!—wind

it of Water

you?d"

motor
1§elves
- 111
"But they couldn’t

ities? Nothing prob-
ned to you In all your
‘s [ can make oul, As
men possessed. yer I kuow there are at least two |
like precision that dr t 3| [ '-"'-'4'-'“!--‘ 1 Nau.ﬂ.m. b]ulh i
aud furlously—withot to still | 5 i l 7 r-r-|\i'r-r»n:::;!1- r_i'f':!
the splashing of thelr bl r d‘ A o J 18 Ever |
cealment of thelr plirpose f pack of

persu e wolved [

would stick gt breaking in @ 0 '
who remained aboard : &t breaking in and confis |
was out of the guestion, T

cating one of the eame. It's nn IEREI%I
the shots, the play

ns aot—only mare so. Our present

1 el " | business 6 to the h—] out of here

| nlong the beach—as though Ned |

had loosed half a dozen lunatie will 2 our exit, either.
| o the wisps dpon the I,.I,]:" peaca of

ot

O4rs

that

th

it HOohOaher

inm

nd not advert
Tuke that port light In and dowse It,
+ by the starbo .
night—must have betrayved the e by. the starboard. |
that they had turned (be tubles

while I do the sa
before the dory left the (nshore ghoals
The commonest precautions, how-
| ever, made them pause aud rest upon
thelr oars while yet & littls way from |
their gozl '
| Ouoly an ominous silenes re
tha utmoet efforts of thelr straining

end put out the eabin lamp, That way
| =it this blackness &

only holds
slonl™

Thers followed an exceadingly busy
quarter of an hour for two constrained
in pltch darkness to grope thelr way
about the decks and famillarize them-
| senses; no sound was &l : selves with the idicsyncrasies of B
' than the gentle whine of an ungrensed | strange two.manter, Nevartheloss. the
| block; nothing was visibla beyond the | end of that period found the schooner

we may

green lantern. | good easterly breeze abeam, swiftly

Then duck below, warn your Duleines, |

Now and Again One Would Lift His Mead,

descended upon Alan's overwearnied
facultins,

He woke mutinously, with a yuwn
and a shiver in the gray of a tarnished
daybreak, to fnd that fog pressed
heavily upon the face of the waters, &
mist go thick that from the stern the
wilst of the vessel was almoast invis
ible, the bows completely so

Barcus stood over him, at the wheal,
falrly reeling with weariness, his pyes
blood-sbot, awallen, and half-closed In
a fnce llke & mask of fatigue,

“Can't keep this up much longer”™
he apologized thickly; “stood It about
as long us 1 can. Take your trick and
give me forty winks'"

Girateful sollcitude brought Alan lo-
stantly to his side, though he himself
was Bltiggleh and stiff and sore io all
hin Hmbas,

“You're s brick!™ he protested. “Why
didn't you eall me sooner™

“No good; I knew the way—you
dida’'t. 'That s, 1 did untll this ac-
cursed fog closed down a codple of
hours ago. Now—God knows where

The Bixth Member of the Boarding
Party Was Judith Trine,

we are—by my reckoning, somewhers
fn Nantucket sound, west of Mono-

moy,"

| Grasping a pmall

sponse up forward,

[ “Keap that going” he

| ing run down."

With a sigh, rellnguishing the wheal,
sinlster glare of that slmost stationary | with canvas full and sheets taut, n.| he collapsed upon the deck and waa

| almont Instantly aaleep,

brass bhandle

our bull-luck | afMxed to the wheel box, he jerked it
manage an €vas | gharply three times, and the automatis
horn blared rauncously a threefold re-

begged,
|"thma blasts In n row snd & minute
fnterval—and If the devil takea care
of his own we may possibly escape be-

boat's anhaust with (he muMer oul
el

This last bosed the compars, sound
Ing now pear, now far, thokgh the rom
plainis of otber shipping diminished
In volume and dled away lu the dis-
tance, giving place to others still, the
plutter plutter of Lhal motor was never
altogother lost; If at thmes It faded,
It seamed cortaln always to return in
even lowder volume

Valnly stralning his vislon agelnst
the bisnk pallor of the encompassing
fog, Alan wondered, worried, dreaded!

Al Irregular  Intervals,  starting
from preoccupation, he would manipe.
Iate the brass pull on the wheel box,
pruvoling the born's stuttering blasts
of protest. liul the veed for ynremit
tUng vigilanes and exercise of the fog
aignal falled potie the Jlens to reconclla

Alan to thst blatant clamor which so !

widely » so hidecusly advertlsasd
thalr whereabouta

It there were anything still to be
feared from Judith and ber crew —If,
for Instapce, s Harcus had suggested,
they bad sought out ope of the life
saving stations on Nauset beach, ap
propristed Its powerdriven lifeboat
and renewed the pursult, if ever they
heard that hors there would beyobd
guestion be tha devil to pay!

The loneliness of his vigll was svah-
tually relleved by the sppearance on
deck of the woman Alan loved

The tableay thal greeted her vislon an
she emerged froms the companionway,
of the bageard, unshaven westch at
the wheel and the other who lay at his
feet, where he had fallen, 1o & stupor
of fatlgue, Instantly wrung from Hose
a little ery of salicitude. Aud she was
quick to do what 1ttle abe could to
alleviate thelr discomfort For Barcas
she fetchoed a pillow and blanket from
the cabin, and thies ons sffered her
minlstrations without ohRce rousiog
from hls slumbers, Then hastening
forwand, she got the galley fire going
and prepared a makeshift breakfast
fur her hall-famished lover

Warm food and bhot coffes—auch an
they were—lendiog a little tone to
Alan's apirits, he was presently able
to discuss thelr situation with some
optimiam. Yet nothing could gloss
the fact that the problem confronting
them was one whoes solution bafMed
thelr utmont ingenulity—ane the simple
contemplation of which thxed thelr
vournge and Intelligence to the ex-
treme

He summed up: “1 can’t see any-
thing for it but father and Judith are
dvtermined (0 have my scalp, and I'm
hanged If | ean see how to prolect my-
self without taking a leaf out of thelr
books W P'm most aftald of Is
that some time | forget it's &

1 'm defending myuelf against

nat
may
na yw's fighting for his very
lite he can't alwavas stop to caleulate
the welght of hie blowa "

The voung man sighed, shook his
head, uncertainly, and held
her elosvr to him, “Don't fear; 1l
find wome way without Injuring
elther of them. 1 promlss you that!”

He sealsd the pladge upon her lips.

And In that moment of thelr obliv.
fon to the world from some polnt for
ward a mufed crash sounded slmul-
tanecously with the dull shock cf »
colllnlon with s smaller vesssl, and a
utranges volce erfed out with an no-
cent of high exultation

| Before olthar Alnn ar the gir! could
| disengage tha decka rang lond with &
| rush of booted feel pounding aft

The figures of the boarding party
wore already taklng shape through the
fog an Alan sprang toward the coms
panlonway to fotch the rifle. And In
this actlon his feet sllpped on planks
greasy with molsturs deposited by the
surcharged atmosphore. He went down
with a stumbling thump, and an In-
stant Inter two men fell bodily upon
him—active, atrong fellows In the
dress of fishermen, He was suffered
to rise only as a prisoner, helpless In

\ the grasp of two pairs of powerful
hands,

He saw Barcus, rudely roused and
atill dumb with mleepy confusion, In
no bettor case—Jarked to his feel and
held captive by two more flshermen.
IA fifth had taken charge of Rose,
clamping her wrists In the vise of
one blg hand.

The afxth nnd sole other member of
the boarding party, lkewlss In the
rough-and-ready garb of a fisherman,
was Judith Trine,

Down the slde n heavy lfe-boat
ground Ite way astern, the looss end
of Its palnter slipping over the rall
aven ne Algn caught sight of It. (8o
It acemed Parcos had guesssd shrewd-
I¥!)

Obwerving this, one of the men In
chargn of Alan made as If to lenve
him to the other, nddressing Judith
for permisslon to prevent the logs of
the lfebont. Bhe stopped him with
o peramptory gesture,

“No—Iat It go. We're botter off
without it. Hold that man fast il
I fetoh & rope. Woll make sure of
them both this tmel®

Straining forward In the grasp of
her guard, Rose Implored hér slater:
“Judith, In pity's name. think what
yow nre doing!"

“"Hold your tongue!" Judith snapped
viclously, “Another whimper out of
you, and 1'Il have you gagged!"”

The balance of her threat, (hough
nocompanied by the exhibition of an
nutomatic platol, was drowned out by
the stdden roar of & stenmalilp fog-

tnughed

out

| ateamahip

— e T

arts

Maka  siguale of olher shipping sounded &  eclf roleased his caplors leaping for _I
side of & ' conocert

ihalr Hivea b the 1affrail

= e e
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Travafors of poul late
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Me cnughil an lnstunianeous glimpes | IHrne ol ux, borth &, sy

| of the nlfelike bow af & greal slenm:
or tometiog above the (womasler -«
sweeping toward It &l & speed which

ralaed & sunrt Jol of white undar the | Wb

il walnf

Bomeane aboard the schimnar, with
the voles of a stentor, bellowed & tar
rifled appeal

Mop your engines'

Nlop your
ke Lhe wralh of fod. the
the leasar
shilgp, s bow seemed Lo sllce through
the schooner a0 & kotfe through
choese. And the two balvea were faltly
driven ubder waler by the frightiul
fores of the blow

Fhunders deafening him, Alan wad
hurled bodlly through the alr fully
twanty fest

Wheti he cams £p he siruck out sl
mndom, blindly tormented by the
rislon of Ross caught in the suek of

Hhut aff your

Then
averwhelmed

Accompanied by the Exhibition of an
Autematic Platol,

that gigantle wheel, drawn under,
crusued and mangled by the propelisr
of the vaal hlack hulk whoso fank was
sliding pust, lke the face of & elif,

| ten yards bLehind his shoulders

Aware of wevernl dark objects dots
ting the surface within a radius of
poveral yards, he swam for the tean
ost; the hiead was a woman's, the lace
turned toward him, the face of Rose,

He gasped wildly : “Keep cool! Don't
struggle! IPut one hand ou my ahoul
der and

What bappencd then was never quite
clear to himn; he only knew that he
wan foreed to Nght for his very Hfe—
that the woman, as soon as hoe came
within reach, fung hemelf upon him
like some maddensd anlmal, elutehing
his throat, winding her lmba round
hin, drugging him down and down

Primitive instinet alone saved him.
Ho romuembered later, most vaguely,
the culmipation of that duel beneath
tha waters—reimmemberad froclig an
arm, drawing It back, delivering =
blow from Nis shoulder, with all his
strength, finding himself froo, strug-
gling back to the alr,

Then a bouthiook canught the back of
his whirt and dragged him for some

distaneo, untll two strang bands caught '

i betieath the armpits and held his
head above the water.

He looked up witloasly Into the face
of Barcus, and, still bewlldered, strug-
glod feobly

The other's volee brought him baek
to his sensca, “Easy, old top!
It ensy! You'rs all right now—rast a
minute, then help me gel you aboard.™

He obeyed, controlling his panlc as
bost he might; and presently, with
conslderable asslstance from Harcus,
contrived to scramble In over the gun.
wales of a boat which proved to be
the stolen llfebont,

Aslde from Harcus and himeelf 1t
held one other person only—the wom-
un he loved, erumpled up and uncons
sclous in the bow

He strove to riee und go to ber, to
make sure that stll she llved. Barcus
reatrained and quleted him,

“Thera! Easy, 1 say! Bhe's all
right—falnted—that's all! She and I
took the water in practically the same
opot, and luck threw this blessed boat
my wany within half & dozen strokes.
No trouble at all—in » manner of
ppeaking!

“"Hut the steamer—"

"Why fret ubout her? At the pace
e was miking she couldn't have
stopped within half a mile. We'll be
all right now-—with power to feteh us
to land.”

“Hut the others—Judith!" Alan sat
up and leaned oyer the gunwale,
soarohing an ofly, leaden expanse spot-
tod only with a few splinters and bits
of wreckage. “I laft her out there—
unenhselous—she’ll drown, I tell you!"

“And I'I tell you something!" sald
Mr. Barcus severoly. “You'll lle qulet
and shut up or Ill dent your dome with
the shaft of an oar. Laet her drown—
and o good job, 1 say! Don’t you know
the meaning of ‘enough'? Merelful
heavens, man, yon're the most insa-
tiable glutton for punishment avar!”

But Alan wasn't listening, Hin face
wna a8 lightless as the waters that
awnm beneath bhis lacklunster grze,
There was a horror In his heart that
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numbed even the sense of rellef, of
dellverance, that penetrated his being
like a shock of mortal pain.

Dead! Judith dead! Back there, in
the fog and the cold . , . dead by
his hand! |

signal, so close aboard that it seomed
almost to emanate from the forapart
of the schootier hermelf,

As It wan nnswered by shrill and
hoarme erfes of terror or of warning
from a dozen throals, ung_-:o::.'n.d bim-

*“What think? Barcus inquired {n | weaving a wake southwards—the lght! The wind had fallen untii barsly
& dublous undertone. | on Moncwoy point watching ber ourl- | enough alr stirred to keep way on the
“No telling” Alan replled in the | ously from over the starbosrd beam. vessel; she moved In sllenca, a mppec-
sams manner. “All & chance” “Hear anything more of that power | tral ship upon a spectral sea of long,
*You'va got that gun handy?"—with | boat?" Alan asked, joining Barcus by | oily swells and the complexion of lead.
reference to the rifie of which they 'the wheel Hither and yom in the obscurity, fog-

“Oh, let up, can't you!” Mr. Law |
exclaimed peevishly. “I'm sorrier than
you are—and after all, it's my loss;
Fve got to buy you snother boat. All

_ pou've lost is your temper.”
* | *"And my susceptibility to the charms
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