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CHAPTER IX

Forewarned.

The thing was managed with an in
BeRuity that Alsn termed devilish—i
Wb Indispulably Machisvelllan

Thes lovers had come down frowm the

4 In bot basts aud the shadow of

Two daye of steady traveling
canoe, by woodi trafl, by lake
p=-forty-#lght hours of fatigue
strals eased by not one lostant's

from the bigh tension of '

upon which thelr very [ives
§ — wire
this todious afternoon ot the
from Moosehead—a trap of phys
tormeatt ouly made posaible by
‘s luck In sevuring, through sheer
fetit, two pariorcar reservations
ped b ok at the last moment be
pre leaving Kineo station,
No matter—the longest afternoon
sl have its evenlng: the pokiest of
comes Lhe more surely to It
! B I apother hour or two
would be in Portland—free at
Lo draw breath of sase In a land
o Iaw, onder and saue living
As If In answer to this thought, the
In slowed down with whistling
to the last hillstation, and as
trocks groaned and moved anew,
lout of a boy came galloping down
alle, brandiahing two yellow eob-
pes and blatting like a stray calf
"Mista Lavs! Mista Lawr! Tel-
rams for Mista Lawr!”
Alan bad been expecting st every

ot the night express from
to New York

But why two envelopes superseribed

M. A Law, Kinoo traln southbound,
Oakland Sta ™

He tore one open, unfolded the in-
closure, and grunted disgust with its
curt advice, opened the other and
eaught his breath sharply as he with.
drew—part way ouly-a playing card,
8 trey of hearts,

Thruating it back quickiy, he elupped
both envelopes together. tore them
lato & hundred fragments, and seat-
tored them from the window, But
the flendish wind whisked one small
serap back—and only onel!=—ioto the
1ap of the woman ho loved.

Valoly he prayed that she might
be asleep. The ellken lashes tremblod
ot her cheeks and Ufted slightly, dis-
¢loaing the dark glimmer of questlon.
Ing eyea, And as sbe clipped the scrap

of cardboard between thumb and fore

b | flugsr he bent forward and silently

took it from her—one corner of the
trey of bearts, but Inevitably a corner
bearing the figure “1" above a heart.

“The Pullman agent at Portland
wires no reservations avallable on any
New York train {n the next thirty-six
Boturs,” he sald with lowered volee,

"Couldn't we possibly catch the New
York boat tonight?”

He shook a glum
looked that up first.
wé get In”

Bhe sald, "Too bad,” abstractedly,
roclosed her eyes, and appoarently
Ispsed anew Into semisomnolence—
But without decolving him who could
well guess what polgnant anxiety
guawed at hor heart,

He could have ground his teeth In
exasperntion—the impish Insolence of
that warning, timed 50 precisely to set
thelr nervee on edge at the very mo-

head. *No—I
It leaves before

He Could Have Ground His Teeth In
Exasperation,

ment when they were congratulating
themselves upon the approach of a
respite!

The sheer Insanity of the whole

damnable business—!

The grim, wild absurdity of ft!

To think that this was America, this
the twentleth century, the apex of the

highest form of civilization the world |

bad ever known—and stlll a man
could be bunted from pillar to poet,
haunted with threats, harried with at-
tempts at asssesination In a hundred

forms—and that by a slip of & girl |

with the cunning of & madwoman, the
heart of & thug, the face of & charm-
fng child—the face of the woman that
gat beside him, duplloating its every
perfect feature so nearly that éven he
. Joved the one could scarcely dis-
h her from the other but by in-
stlnct, intultion, blind guesswork, . , .
He nodded heavy-hearted confirma-
tion of a surmise slowly settling into
conviction in his mind, that such cun-

ning, such purpose und pertinacity

eould not possibly spring from a mind
well balanced, that the woman, Judith

mmwmamhamaa.al

well, was as mad as that monomaniac,
‘Ber father, who sat helpless In his

fo & mulmination |

€

Trey O’He

By Louis Joseph Vance

evil of allanes and shadowa In Nev
lay ufter day, suliug
il with spalispos for (Ne
reance had been ©
by the daughter whom he hud

@ eanciie 1L

An bour late, In duak of eva
ba radn lumbered Into Porilane
tal: and, heart in mouth, Alan |
Hose [T 3

tar her 1}

i |

irodgh the erowd, and alme
lifted her into & taxicab

"Hest botel 1n town," he
| “And b qguilek mbout 11— for o
Lip~
' :"I

schem

lcated bin o1
he girl en n
P indersement of It B
Istered for her and ween |
the door of the boet ava!lul
Bouves within rvady call

lia lobby and office, b
gulped a hasty meal—whic
declitied
| and hurrisd away iuto (De |
oply the negro driver of &
pleked up baphasard at st
from the hotel, for hla gulde
CHAPTER X,
Fortulty. |

Hoe waated the Detter part of an
bour In frultless and perhaps 1l
advised Inguiries; then his Juck, such
an it was, led bim oo suspiclon down |
& poorly lighted whar!, at the ex- |
treme end of which he
lonaly young mat per
hands in pockets, gaze Iurted
tide whereon, now black night

ror

o 1l

tha

to ahare, pleadir

b

He nogualuted ber briefly with hia
fortyne

ut abe seemed unable to echo Rl
o overcame the
epirits when thelr
set them

cosifidetice or even
livavinoes of her
oall, without misadvrpture
down At the whar!

Here, Alan had feared was the oo
clal polnt of danger—If the (nfluence
of the trey of arts to bring
dlgaster ypen 1 it would be here
la the hush and darkpess of hls de
sorted water front. And he bore him

most warlly as ba helpadeibe girl

Waa

wm

falien, pallld wmiths of yachis sw
Just visibly bemeath ubeas)
.'K”
“Panjon me™ Alan wentured,
perhaps you can help me ¢

“You've come to the wrong shop, my
friend.” the young man
with morose civility; ™1 c¢ouldn’'t help
anybody out of anything—the way |
am pow.”™

“I''a sporry™ sald
thought possidbly you
where 1 could find & seaworihy
o charter.”

The young man alipped smartly
down from his perch. “if you
look gharp,” he sald ominously, "3
charter the Seaventure”™ His
his hand toward a vessel
mlongside the wharf: “Thare
and a better boat you won't fin
where—schiooner-rigeed,
nll, twenty-five horsepows
flinty, two staterooms

“but

interposed

Alan, "b
might

it |
know

boat

ns long o coastwise ory
to take. O« aboard

He led briskly whart
down & gangplank, then aft along the
deck to n companionway, by which the
two men gulned A eomfortable and
roomy cabin, bright with fresh whita
enamel.

Hera the light of the cabin
vealed to Alan's searching serutiny ¢
person of sturdy bulld and
carriage. with & roughls
good-humored face, red
dy though twinkling

ma, Barcus,” the ;
troduced himsell chearfully
tened Thomns, Nativity,
State of life, flat broks.
rub, he Inughed, and shrugged
fnced. "I found mysell hard up this
spring with this boat on my hands
gunk every cent I had—und then gome
E out on an oral charter with
o moneyed blighter in New York, who
was 1o have met me herp o forinight
He didn‘t—and here | win, In
| pawn to the ship chandler, desperats
enough for saything.™

“How much do you owe?"

“Upwards of n hundred.”

“Euy 1 advanced that amount—when
can we sadl?"

The young man

the

GCTOSS

lamp re-

AMed

the

liame

~{ittin

Binea,

st

birfefy
otle about this proceeding” he ob-
| served wistfully, “I've got the strang-
est kind of a hunch its golng to go
through. Pay my bills, and we can ba
off Ingide an hour. That js—"
| He checked with an exclamatlon of
dismny, chapfallen. “T may have some
trouble searing up a crew at ghort
notice. 1 had two men engaged, bt
Illlﬂt week they got tired dolng nothe
Ing for nothing and left me fat."”
“Then that's settled,” Alan sald, "I
know boate; 11l be your crew—and the
better patisfled to have nobody el
aboard.”

r The eyes of Mr,
| “See here, my hendlong {r
your little game, anyway? |
mind playing the fool on the high seas,
but I'll be no party to a kidnaping
or—" '

“It's an elopement,” Alan interrupt.
l'ed on Inspiration. “We've simply got
to get clear of Portland by midnlght'" |

“Youw're on!" Barcus agreed prompt-
Iy, hls foce clearing, “God only knows
why | belleve you, but T do—and here'n
my band!"

Barcus aloudad.
fend, what'a
don't

CHAPTER X1, |
Blue Water, |
Anxfety ate llke an acid st Alan's |
{heart, If this ghift to the sea might
| be thought a desperate venture, o
wis A& weathered salt-water man and
undismayed; nothing wonfd hove been |
more to his Hking than a brisk codst- |
| wike erulse In an nble Boat—under
gusplees less forbldding.

But when ha reentersad the 1 1|
one spurprising thing happened that |
gave him new heart—momentarily it |
| seemed almost as if his lick had |
| turned. For, as he paused by the desi
| of tha cashier to demand his LIl the
elevator gata opened and Hose came
| out eagerly to mest him with an eager
wr of hope that masked messurably
the plgns of fatigue,

“l worrled so | couldn't
| told him guardedly as he drew im.rl
aside; “so I arcse and got ready, and
|wnlched from the window till 1 saw
you drive up.”

rest.” she

tha Seaventure.
pened; while Mr, Harcus was na good
as hlw word
on deck,
K
atid the Seaventure swung away from

of thuat lot, apparntly

Lingered Watchfully on Dechk.

But nothing hap
Alan had barely set foot
following the girl, when the

angplank eame aboard with a clatter

the whart.

Untll the distance was too greal for

even a O5ing leap Alan lngered watchs

[ tully on deck

At length, satlsfled that all was well,

he returned to the cabin

“All right” he nodded; “wa're clenr

nobody but the

This thime milagwlded consldermtion
induced Narcus to let his erew aloap
through the frst afterncon wateh, Hix
bollw wore ringing when, in droway adp
prefiension that something bad goos
suddenly and mdleally wrong, Alan
waked

Mo was on dock again alimost before
e rubbed the sleepiness from  his
ayes, emerging abrupddy from the hall
light of the cabiy (0 a dazale of sub
lght that Alled the cup of day with
mrefled gold, even as he passed from
conviction of secarity (0 reallzatlon of
Imedinte and extrmordiuary peei®

His et glance discwvered the wheel
desartod, the wotnan with back (o him
siasiding st the tafrdl, Bareus—tio-
where to be sseén, The second con
firmed his surmise that the Seayetilure
had cotoe up tuto the wind, and sow
was yawing off wildly loto the trough
of & SUM I not heavy sea A third
abowed him, to his amagemotit, the
(loycester Axherman overhauled
with such ease that morning and bow,
by rights, well down the vorthemn hort
oh—ndot Lwo miles distant, and stand-
tng squarely for the smaller vassel

Bewildered, ho dartod to tha girl's
side, with a shout, demanding to
now whit was the matter Bha
turned to him & face he hardly recog
nised—>but still he didn't understand
The Inevitable Inference seemad &
thing unthinkable; hw bLraln faltered
whes asked to eredit 1t Only whes
he saw her tearing frastically st the
palater, striving (0 east t off and with
It the dory towing a huodred feel or
#0 antern, and when avother wonder
ing glance had discovered the head
atnd aboulders of Mr Darcus riaing
ovep the stern of the dory as he strove
to Uit himoeell out of the water—only
then &id Alan begin to appreciate
what had happenesd

Even 20, 1t was with the feeling that
all the world and himself as woll had
gone stark, raving mad, that he selzed
the girl and, despite bor struggles, e
her awny from the rall before she had
succeeded In unknotting the palnter

“Rose!" be erled stuplidly
What's the matter with you?
you see what you're dolng

Deflance InAamed lor couttitenanca
and accentn. “Cun’t you ever say anys
thing but 'Rose! Roue! R In
thera no other name thit means any
thing to you?! Can't yvou understand
how intolerable It Is I love
you no less than shes—botter than she

"Rowe!

Don't

T
nis!

She Whips Out a Gun as Blg as a Cannon.

threa of us abodrd, Now you'd best
turn in, This §s evidently to be your
gtateroom, this one to port, and you'll
have a long night's slecp to makte up
for what youw've gone through—denr-
est.”

He drew nearer, dropplng his volea
tenderly. And of a sudden, with A
Ittle low ery, the girl cumo Into hls
Brine and cluug paslonately to him,

“But you?" she murmured. “You
need rest as much as 17 What about
you?"

“Oh, no I don't" he contended.
sides I'IL have plenty of time to roest
up once we'te falrly at sea. Harcus
and 1 stand wateh and watch, aof
courss, There's nothing for you to
do but bo completely wt your ease,
But—you must let me go.”

Eyes hulf-cloged, her head thrown |
buck, she secmed to euffor hig kiss |

rather than to respond, then turned
hanstlly awny to her stateroom—legy-
Ing him staring with wonder at har
strangeness,

By midnight the Seavepture was
epinning swiftly south.southeast, clegs
reefed to o anoring sou'west wind
tha fixed white oye of Portland head
light fast falling astern.

CHAPTER XII,
Down the Cape.

At four o'clock, or shortly after,
Alan was awakened by bootheels
pounding Imperatively overhead, and
wunt on deck agaln, to stand both dog-
witches—gaw Lhe min 1L up smiling
over a world of tumbled hlue water,
eronged the wike of a Cunard liner In-
bound for Boston, ridsed and over-
hauled a graceful but businesalike fish-
erman (from Gloucester, Barcus
opined when ealled to stand his triek
at elght) and saw It & mile or two
astern when—still aching with fatigue
—he was free to return to his berth
for another four-hour rest

e e

“He- !

evar drewmed of lovihg you—because
| I hate you, too! What Is love that
Is no more thun loye? Can't you un-
derstand "

“Judhth!" he erled In a voles of stu-
pefuction. "But—Gpod Lord!—how
did you get sbourd” Where's Rose?"

“Where you'll not find her easily
ngaln," the woman angrily retorted.
"Trust me for that!"

“What do you un "
came in o bil fNash. "Do you
mean it was yoli—jyou whom [ brought
aboard last night

"Who elue?"

“You waylald her there In the hotel,
substituted yourself for her, decelved
ma into thinklnz

YOr courne” she kold slmply. “Why
not? When I saw her sleeplog there—
the mirror of myself, completely at
my -what vlse should I think
of than to tuke Ler place with the man
[ loved? T knew you'd never know the
differance—at lenst 1 was fool enough
| for the momant belleve 1 could

stand belng loved by you In her name!

It wis anly today, when 1'd had time

IMumination

you—!"

merey-

i

- | to: think, that T realized how fm s~

| sible that waa!"
| A sudden slap of the malnsall boom
athwartehipn nnd & gimultapneous ory
| from over the stern roused Alan from
| his cannternution to fresh appreciation
| of the emergency, With seant eonsid-
| erution he hustled the woman to the
| companlonway and helow, slammed its
| doors and closed hor In with the slig-
| Ing  hatch—all In a breath—then
sprang to the taffrall, just io time to
lend n helping hand gorely wanted by
Mr, Bareus in bi4 efforts to climb
aboard, after he had pulled the dory
up under the stern by fts paloter,

He came over (he rall in & towering
tamper,

“1 hope you'll purdon the spparent
Impertinence,” he suggested acidly,
as soon as uble to articulate coher-

Bloody minded vizen ts your blushing

lisgor-boan T

Ll ok a belpless Bosd.  The
L defled masonable sxplaoation
te made s feeble stagier sl it with
witeh sattafaction sither o hlm
#lf or to the outmasd Varcus

"No—its all & damusble mistake!
Hhe's ber sistor—| the right
girl’'s sistor—and hor prociss doulile
fooled me-—not guite right th tho hosd,
't afratg

“You may well he afrald, you [
Aat!™ Mr, Darous shapped. “I¥you
know what she did? Threw me over
board! Fact! Came on deck & while
AL, sweot as peachme—and all of a
flidden whips out & gun as big as a
canuon, points 1L at my head and or
dor me o Ul Into the wind, Nefors
| eould make wure | wasan't dresming,
shie had fred twice i the alr—a oK
onal to that blessed faherwan astern
there—al leaat, alsworsd with
two toota of & power whistle and
changed course Lo run up o us. Look
how she's gatted nlready!™

"It how did ahe happen Lo throw
you overboand *

"Happen nothing!™ Darcus snapped,
Eviting to him  [out ‘Bha did It a
purpose—few at e like A wildeat,
oud before | koew what waa up -
was slammed Dbackwarnds over the
rall*

"I can't tell you how 1 am™
Alaa  responded gravely "Thire's
more to tell—but one (hing to be dase
fArat.™

“And thgt ™
sunplelounly

o get rid of the lady," Alan an-
noupesd Ormly “Mnko that nNehur
mAn & presdnt watman in the
You don't purting with
the dory in a good cause—It 1 pay tor
e

Tuke for v Hnreos
grumbled. “Cheap ut Pricw!™

He took Alan's place, watehing him
e drew (the

vut

mvan,

Lhmy

SOFTYy

Mr, Darcus Inguired

cune mind

it

with a sardonic ers
tender In under the lroward quartar,
ada It fast, and
panipnway

An kirl deck with-
out other Invitation, In a sullen ruge
that helghtened her wonderful
lovellness, Alsn noted that her frst
look waa for him, of untempered mas
lignity; her second, for Darcus, with
a curling ip, third, with
A glimmer of satsfaction aw she e

an
mopened the oom

e camy  on

only

her antorn,

ognized how well the fisherman
drawn up on the Bedvonture

"Frietids yours, 1 infer®™
Inquirad elvilly

Judith nodded

“Then It woitld save ua some trauble
==yoursell Ineluded
enough to step Inte the dory without a
wtrugelo™

Without n word, Judith stepped to
the rall and,
Berself

tmmedintoly
thi
with

vint

Alan

of

ad Harcus luffed, swung
into the dory
Alian cast aff,
shimred  off

a tlgh of rellef. brought the
mors ok upon

overulds
aml nm

Httle  bBant

' ohdao hop
CrRe

minuten thore wan st
while the

For saome fow

lenes batween the 1wa men

tetidor dropp wiftly  asturn
worian piving o brisk patr of ohm

Then, suddenly Ink
Harcis sulffod “Her," ha
anld sharply, “rellove me for o min-
ute, will you? 1 want to go forward
and have n look at that motor”

In the time that ha remalned Invis
Ihle Dotwesy  decka the flsherman
luffed, pleked the dory nnd its
ocoupant, and round again In
opan chaae of the Seaveutyre

When Hareug  resppenred
with n grave face

“The devil and the deep Ehe,” he ohs
servod obwcurely, coming “from
nll thelr works, pood Lord dellver yu!®

"What's tha trouble now

"Nothing much—only your playful
Httle friend hag been up to another of
her Hght-hearted tricks IE you
nhould happen to want & smoke or
anything whon you go
Jukt find a mirror and kiss yourselt
good:hy before striking the mutch.
The dralu-cocks of hoth fuel tanks
have been opendd, and there are up
warda of a hundred and fifty gallons
of highly explopive gusoline sloshing
fround In the bilga!"

CHAPTER XII),
No Quarter,

“Yen, yeo,” spld Mr, Barcus Indual
gently, breaking a loug allence, “Very
| Interesting, Vaory interesting, iodeed,
| I've seldom Nstened to & mora entor
| titlning Hfshistory, my poor young
friend. But I tell you oundidly, an
lman to man, I don't belleve one word

of it. Ite all d— i

aluyatl his e

v 1kl
(RH Y I¥

up
came

it wans

nft,

o ol balow,

-n foollahness!
His wvolce took on o plaintive ne
cent.  “Particularly this!® he expos:
tulated, and waved an Indlgnant hand,
compussing thele plight,

"The rest of your adventures are
reasonnble enough,” he sald, "“they
won my eredullty—and 1'm a native of

| Mlsgourl, But this lnst chapter I fm-
posiible. And that's flat. It couldn’t

| happen—and hus,  And there, In &
manner of speaking, we are!”

Agalnst the western horlzon o long,
lIowlying stelp of sand dunes restod
ke & bar of pirple cloud hetween the
crimaon afterglow of sunset In the
sky and the ensanguined son that mie-
rored it

The wind hnd gona down with the
eun, lenying the Seaventurs becalmed
—her motor lotg since Inart for want
of ftusl—in shosl water a mile or 8o
off the desolate and barren cosat that
Barcus, out of his abounding knowl-
edgs of thoss waters, named Nausot
Beach.

Still nnother mile further off shore
the soenlled Gloucester flsherman
rode, without motlon, waters as still
and glaspy. Through the gloaming,
with the ald of glasges, figures might

ently—"but may 1 nguire If that be sesn moving about her decks; and

]

1 "
mlily

It vou'll ba good |

arts

a0 1t grow ot more dnrk she lowered
ot  that  therslofore hiad
erung I davite A Ltle Intor & fning
| humimbng noise deilted across the 1l

“Vower londer pwner of the
"Comlng 1o
eall, 1 presuins What
Ioenit make oul W why they seam (o
think I o tow gur dory
hack maybe
whnal™

Ha Lhie
glanced tngulringly
whiv grunted his Jlegusl

n amall

ithe
Honveutyre lplerpreted
fociabla ol
nesceapaly
Uneasy oobmctonce,
bl
hin smiployer,

and eald no

lowerml Bltotinlare

1

T,
't take 1t mo hard

advisesd with »

I wp" Nap
ol
Then he 1

(ST} LT ke

frcms frony to sy tnpathy e
and divisl the
presently
phone apd & doubl

No outting out
ML" he eaplatned, srintlog amlatily
None of thiat old siuff, revissd 1o sult
your nfatuated fomale friond  once
aboard the lugger and the la
minet™

Hiatloning hiowelf at the seaward
rull would show In
sharp silhouvile agalust the wlowing
aky bt Lhw
At arm's length sbove his head,
-l--r.t.-rnu-:; through the

dowiy cumpanionway

L reabiiwad with & meda
barrelod shotgun

parties ln this outs

man

wheteo hin Naure

sl et h
Eun
anil bellowed
megsphote
“Keep off!

you !

atvd imbedd ahot

Keep off!  This means
gutishot and 1'H
wir fool heads offt

Come within
blivw

Putting nelde the megaph ne, he sat
down agnin Not that |

e blunderbuss b

1 dare fire

eonfded, “with

Flames Licked Out All Over tha
Schooner,

this reek but Jjust for
moral efisct. Phoww! 1'd give o doks
lar for a breath of clean air; I've lo-
| ! s g the last few

haleod so much g
Jenued down to my

of gaecline;

nourae 1§ ur
old toea!™
Galning no response from Alan, he
itle cuws

the

ohaoryed eritivally sty

tomur, your are,” apd resumed

binoeulars
thirty withitx

For
i

ther ! i AT

sounid of

It
Wiy
in the coglgs

tradling lae-

poned,
|

the fisherman i ntilled
thu

Linwy

dory

wWalura,

s

beenme

the
in

o

mnuve,

L

Y

d] oyt by

witory

' 1 faint
erimpon w rn darkenvid, 1o

to viplet, Breon,

BIRCKHCRN,

Lo Byon,

U

Liesnt
Far up
Horing

stared stoudfnstly

the coant two

avor the horlron,
the dark,

wald  thuy

through

“Chintham Nghts,” Harcun
were,
Abruptly ho dropped the glaswes and
Jumpeil tip Hoeor that!™ bho erled
Now the hum molor was

agnln audible and growlng louder with

idng of the

eyvery inatant; and Adan. getting to hia
foed In turn, Infocted with the exclte.
ment of Darcus, could Just wmake out
nt nome distanco a dark shadow lieg
neath ha splutiering glimuior of
Hght, thit moved ssifily, and st nidlly
toownrd tho Seaventur

“What the dewill"
puzeled.

it

he  demnnded,

Bald ‘devi)'l™  Darcus  edmmeited,
grasplog bin arm and hureying him to
the landward wside of the vessel,

for a miledong swim!  Davil's work,
all right!" he panted, hasiily divest
ing Mimnelf of shoin angd outer gar-
mants, "l couldn't made out what
they worn up to till 1 saw thom lush
tho whoeel, Hght tho fuse, start the
motor, and ke to the dory.  'They've
made on grand Hitle torpedo boutl out
of that tender—"

He sprang upon the rall, atendylng
himself with a stny. "Heady?" he
naked. "Look slarp!”

Oy wiuy of answer, Alan Jolned him;
the two had dived g one, entering the
water with o wingle splash, and com-
ing to tha surface a good ten yards
from the Seaventure. For the next
neveral deconds they were swimming
frattleally, and not until three hun-
drod feet or more separnted them
ftom the schogner did weither dare
pauas for breath or o backward glance.

Then the lmpact of the Jaunch
sgainst the Seaventure's slde rang out
norops the waters, and with & husky
rour the lnugeh blew up, spewing aky-
wards n widespread fan of fame, Over
the Heaventurs, as this famed and
died, pale fire spemed to hover lko &
tremendous pall of phosphorescence,
wolrd and ghastly glare that suddenly
desconded to the decks. Thers fol-
lowed n crackling no.ae, n sound ns
of the labored breathing of & giant;
and bright fames, orange, erimson,
violet and gold, llcked aut all over the
achooner, from slem to stern, from
deck to topmasts.

It neemed severnl minutes that she
burned In thls wise—It was probably
not po long—beflore hor decks blow
up and the fames swept roaring to
the aky.

By the time Alan and Barcus, ewim-
ming steadily, had galned & shoal
which permitted them footing In
walst-desp watorr, tha Seaventurs had

burned to the watlar's adge.
e———
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