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ABOUT GAS METERS.|

WHY THESE ERRATIC INSTRUMENTS

DO NOT EXPLODE.

fuch an Aceldent Is No More Likely
te Milk

to llappen (o Them Thun
Botiles Salt Dage—Whait
Happen "o Case of Fire.

“wr

The proacuess of the averge news-
paper reporter to atteibute cellar cons
Bagrations to the explosion of gas me-
s represents wilat apipears to be an
No amount of
sonttidiction and no acenmulation of
proof that such an acchlent s an lm.
posgibility seems o reach the news
atherers, wio goubn reporting the ex.
pMosion of gns meters, doubtless be-
ase the Oremen Bave a tradition that
meters are explosive and glve this ex.
planation of every fire which they can-

mwraldicable race trait

pot etherwise necount for,

For the reassurnnce of nervous peo-
ple It glves us pleasure to say thit no
the
world begun, and untll they are made
plans apd contain
gas of very different composition from
that now o=« for Nlgminating pur-
poses such an accident 18 no wore Hke-

gua weter over expladed since

on very Hifferont

Does

Iy te happen o them than o milk bot.

then o salt bugs,

The dumestle gns meter hns & more
reputation for
likely
te lle ngainst the gas company as for
It; bt 4t bus never done soything to
it s Hable
It Is a tin box
r|\|l1
o ldered

Bieservesd
though

wll
metdavity,

or less

habitual ns

warrant the suspielon that
1o go off with n bang
of a little han
apaeclty. put
seams and fopnuted

ooe  cubie
with

luss

fogel ey

loto and throwgh It passes the gas,

which entersg through the serviee pipe
honse,
It
has very little capelty ror gns storage, |
and is not strong ecoougl 1o carry gns

conecting the mnln with the
usnally of balf an Ineh Aawerer,

ander & greater compression than, say,

half a poond per squeare inch.
than this would bulge Its sides,

Muore
In |

polnt of fact the pressure of gas In
meters Is rarely wmore than enoough o
halance & colomn of waier two or three

inches high

If 4 gan weter
bent from sxternal
serlous: lappens The
will probabily el

Is expoeed to great
Hre,
suldiered seams
gns

notliing very

ullowing the

boweser, It becomes 20 obly when

mixed with alr in certaln definite pro- |

portigns

Should admigture “exist 1o n
weter, which s almost impossibie, its
slell 1s por strong epough to offér any
great resis an e¢x-
plosion oeviir by regson o
ing this admixture of gus amd alr the
meter would wrecked, but it Is
douttful of any other damage would
restilt. Notwe hes been wrecked from
this s,

It the seams of the meter are opened
by the melting of the solder or by frae
ture: from aceldent, within It
would esetipe, auds if It hod the chanee,
burn, Owtside the merter it might have

this

and  should

Lnice,

Inie

the gns

opportunity 1o form the esplogive mix- |

tore with alr and do some dat e,
What actuslly hapoeps in the case
of fires attribuied 1o the esplosiot of
gas meters ls usually this: Gus which
bas lenked frow defective or
worked loto the cellur from broken or
Jefectlve streel cumulites o
pockets formed by rafiers aod
where and remnins (here uptil [t copes
In covtaer wihti oo ael tal fire
of some sort. A fire starts In the cel

pipes

mins o
vl

lar and the temiperniurs gradually elses |

pntll the swoldering rubibish Lursts (o-
to Bame, This réaclies the mixtore of
gas mod sir alopg the welliug aoud an

explosion follows,

The meter. notnrally enough, 's
thrown down and prolobly torti from
Its connections, nud slon e
recched thut, Instea the vice

Isive -
j

tim of the necldent, the
ter |s the cause of
has indulged its Inherent propensity 1o
sl the bhouse ntire after lfting It from
its foundations

It Is n perfectly safe generallzation
thot the ens which maokes trouble in
cellnry I8 wholly outside the meter and
pever luside of It. Gripdstones some-
times explode with fatal results lu saw

factories, but the excellent old Ilndy
who, after reqding of such an aeeident
aid recallivg that there was an old

grindstone lo one corner of the cellar
which bad been there twepty yedars
hilred & couple of trnmps to earry IL 1o
the extreme corner of the garden and
pour water an It for an hour, mean-
while giving thanks that It had not
blown berself and family Intu eternlty
“gubekuownst to any of
the type of those who, through fenr of
gas meter explosions. are all thelr life-
time subject o vervots obillls

There Is not o gns weter ln use under
which It wonld not be perfectly safe
to bolld a bonfire, provided, of course,
there was pot a quanthty of gns out-
slde of Jt which the same fire could
reach.=New York Times.

e -

This gus Is not explosive,

f fBre reach- |

nll the trovble and |

wis of ’

Why Snow Is Sot Black or Hed.

Wiy Is the snow white? [s n gues-
tlon frequently nskeG. Because black
snow wonld be dangerous; would |
red or yellow. These nre “warming
up colors.” aod they chauge the sun's
rays o heat. Such snow would soon
melt again and prose & very poor pro-
tectlon.  But white snow throws back
the sunlight In just the form 1o which
it recelves It, and thus the spow can be
long on the groumd. ‘Throw dirt on
the snow snd dark tolor quickly
makes it eat its way In whenever the
sun shines oo It After & snowstorin,
once let the horses’ feet mingle the
dirt of the road with the snow and
sleighing will goon be over.—Professor
B. C. Schmuocker In Ladies' Home
Journal,

K

H

To be sure, faint beart never won
falr lady, bLot, oo the othér hand, diu
eretion Is seldom sued Tor breach of
promise.~Indianapolis News

come my mothor-ln-lyw?

Chivago—=Bustic and Slouoh,

In genvaal,
within & =kx, and our Moereal pall
while It ocensfonsily lghrens, seldon
N altogether,

we live beneath a sky 1t Is

Whether the neweoner | e

Portuguese Hotel Cloeks,
the  fashlon  for
« clocks to stelke the
Vo Heaven only Kupws why

Portiguess
hour twice over
For certninly
people are ot S0 Kedtl abaut 1he

approschivs along the blals and mvioes | peodmble use of thelr tme that they
of tle porth or throngh the swamps | soguiee 10 be etilided thus of 1t
pmd marsties of the south or over the | pleht. The habit is At to be irritatin
wile stretching pralties of the west especltlly I the might, when yoor Laed

the dun trappings of the great horror | ke

entoneh i steaw maattress pind

| *how from afar.  As he ratides clong | bran plllow, chanees 10 be near obe of
through perky g ban settlvtoeits | these monsters which dings its  Towr
o Letest troek fdraes o e deked and twenty strokes st urbdadghit, with
switles and  disbeveled swamps the | g papse between the dozeos  which

horror grows

Across the wide fOelids

year's fdowers or somber with  lnst
Fear's weeds—sepamating the raw hud
dles of workers' coltages, togles of

telegraph
ad on the eye toward ugly., shape
less huolks looming above
horlzon—foundries, elevatom,
!Tllll'lﬂ. brewerivs, factories, leehopses

dotached potes that preclude the great
of
tracks, shut In by the shameless backs

digcord to come.  Thett Avenues
of things and spanued by grimy via
ducts: arrays of mean strevts doggedly
curtaloed sgninst the sun and resolute
Iy fAgbting off the sweet country airs

The henrt siopks, the stomach re
volts an, through dirt, dust, grime, soot,
smoke and cloders the trembling neo
phyte bumps and Jars aloug toward
the besmirelsd sheibe of the two facsd
gddess of Bustle and Slouch. - Heury
B. Fuller in Outlook,

Absurd Fashlons.

Some of the fushlons In France dur.
ing the relgn of Queen Marle were ex-
ceedingly  absurd, partieularly  hair
dressing sand hate, which were trim.
tnedl with such an extravagnnt wealth
of fenthers that the couaches had to
huve thelr seats lowensd.  According
to Mme. Compan, “mothers and hus-
bands murmured. and the general ru-
Mmor wns that the queen would ruln the
Freach lndies*

One day Lonls X VI, declded to for
bid the court lu a body to follow the
royal hunt in conchios,

nolile
and

sportsmen to attend. The
immedintely  rebolled,

dles

giy with this

oles and of trolley  wires,

the dingy
naching

In order to be
freer e wished ouly to permit real
la- |
the

Princess of Monace eritiolsed the decl-
sion by meuns of her headdress, upon

which nroge a miniature roysl conch,
followed by two gentlemen on foot In
gnitere  On the left of this was dis.
played n eypress garnished whb black

tenrs, the large roots belng formed of

Tl e

More aghstrd still was the hairdross.
Ing of the mother of Louls Phillppe,
npon whose bead every one coukl sds
mire her son. the Due de Benuojalnis,
In the arms of his nurse as well as n
parrot peckiog nt a cherry.

A Matior of Opintan,

She had been baving fun with Dude
kins a long time, and be made op what
mind he had to get even, It
form of w brillinnt apd ecogett conun
drum, whose answer Dodekins thouglit
was locked In lils manly bosom

“1 have n conundrum for you, Mlss

ik
timnk

Faunle,” Be sakd. when be saw her
next.
“AlL'" sbe repllsd, “what {8 t? Who

tgave It to you"

“I mude It up mysell,” be assertid
briditng somewhat

"Tndeed? Whar s f?

“Why are my clotbies ke the moon

8he hesitated for a wmoment nod
Dudekins began 1o lovk trlumpbant

“You may think" sbe sald slowly
and Dudekinsg somehow felt the sand

slipplog from opder him, “it I8 be

tiuse they bave a man In them, and |

you hnve s perfect right to thlnk as

you please, but, Mr. Dudekins, oplulons

;llﬂ-.'r."— London Tit-Bits

Zeno's Paradox.

Muany persons will recall the famous |

parndox of Zeno by which he sought

to prove that ail motion Is linpossible. | Yellow balrs, however few |n

“A Dody” e argue], "must move

elther In & plice where It I8 or In a | ever had the slightest tint

pluce where It Is uot. Now, o body in

the |

mrels stimulates expectation, if there
|

are five elocks 1o the establishmont, al
with sonofous works—atd the suppos

tham 18 reasonnblis~they will, of course
differ widely, so that twenty-four uny
teryals, during a

striking, with
maddening ball hour

It

You may bappen o want to know

badly whieh oue of the monsters Is the
:

least mendacious, nud the bells nt you
Il bead communicate with two sery
wity, obe A Gallege and the
Portiguess
Iesised stranger without hesitation
e will be with you o a mioute; fres!
ind smiling, though balf naked

other &
In such o cose ring Tor the

If he distrusts his own Judgment about

the clowks he will not miml saying s
and bhasten to awaken the
lilmself rather than that you sboul
remaln iy deabt,

I regret to add that his mare convelt

landlord
i

ed fellow servapt will more probabily

Koy whatever first comes to his tungue

more beedful of s own comifort thinn

of your desires. —<Chambors’ Journnl,

The Last Gladimtorial Covffnt,

Gladintorin]l games were prolibited

by an edlit of the Emperor Consta)
ting In A, 1), Q25 Dut Mrom some Cuipse
probgbly the lowdly exprossed dlsag

probation of the people. the edict was

allowid to Ml nto disuse, and s pon
nltles were tever vislted N vio

| lators

(il4]

During the relgn of Honorius

the defent of the Goths fn Italy was

celebrated by gawmes, but In the midst
of

of the Aghts In the amphitheater

Vispaslan a mwonk pamed Teltmachus

found bils way Into the arenn Ao part
ol the combatants with a large pro
eceaslonal eross,

The populpce swartmed over the bar
rlendes and tore the wonk to s

but the mornl effect of the berole net

was permanent, and o A D, 404
imperinl  ediet gladinto
sports (o the Collseumn and shortly aft

nhodislind

er throughout the Roman empive,  The

fHeht stopped by Telemachus wan the
lust 1o the Colisenm, and that stpletr
I now conseerated o the
wlo perished In the petsecutions by
Nero and otheér emperors.

Two Cruel Paslshments,

The gantlope, or gantlet, was mil
tury and oaval punistiment for theft
A map had to run the gantlet of &
lotig file of his fellow
provided with a switeh, wnd 1o preveot

solitiers, each

e glnner golng too rapidly and to see
mtlves of
friendliness or Kindoess, falled to steike

that no man, lmpelled by

Lurd, a sergennt walked buckward, fae
the sald with n halberd
poluted at the latter's breast

After a lengthy experiment this was
found to be Inconveulent dmd degrad
ine was had to
methivd, a vierlety of the sone
of torture The offender
funr halberds, three (o a trinpgle and
i fourth across, The reglinent or com
pany then fled off, the cato'tipetally
Arst
who gave the enlprit a laslh and
passed on, haoding the cat to the see
i, who nlso guve o lasl, and so the

slnuner,

nnother

wis tled to

B reCoUrse

s

wius placed o the hands of L

I
| guate went merrlly on anti the offense

| i been expioted.— London Graphle,

| Cata,
There are two curlous things about
cals that are pot generally known
num ber,

| nlways Indiente the femal No male
uf _\"“u\l'.

That Is one curlosity, and the other

the place where [t 18 18 statlonary and | s that 8 blue eyed ent In nlways deaf
cannot be In motlon, nor, obvicusly, | To be sure. bloe eyed onts are senree,

can It be In motion In the place where
It I8 not. Therefore It cannot move at
all”

Bodles do move, however, sod that
Is u sufficlent answer to the Ingenlous
plillosuplivr,

Had a Better Story.

“Dld the account of that
flash of lightuing that burned the hair
from o boy's Lead without otherwlse
hurting him?™

“I did,” answered the cheerful liar,
“and | was palbed to note the Incows
pleteness of the story. Now, | happen
1o know of u case that I really e
markable. The lgntning eutered g bar
ber's shop nnd wet enly undertook the
tusk of singelng n wan's Lalr, but 1t
riung up the proper amoiunt on the cash
reglster."—Exchange,

Headn Tarned Ned by Eating,

Mocking birds sire great eplcures In
thelr way, feeding on oranges, the ber
rles of the palwetto and those of the
china tree, apples, pears,
penchies, Llackberrles and other small
frults. On *he Isinnd of Key West
thiey ent wo ireely the Lright red prickly
pears that grow on o kind of cactus
that thelr Lills, bends and throsts be

Jou  sie

come dyed as If with vermillon.

A Soggestion.
Mre. De Blinks—No, sir, you cannot

baye my dasghter with my consent. 1
detest you, and | wish | conid think of |
Bome wny (o make you miserulide,

Mr. Hicks—Well, thea, why not be-

cherries, |

| Four or five bundred of my friends are

| ness an well that the fabir

and it 15 possible that some deaf cats
way not be blue eyed; but wherever
you find a blue eyed eat that feline
Is absolutely lncapible of bhearing thuns
der,

Ancienl Bullders.

In Labore there Is or was u musslye
bulidlng wade only of bricks and mor
tar, but the bollders, who ersetid It In
about 320 B, C,, understood thelr bus!
detlid the

| cugineering efforta of fuur soccesslye

governuents to remove It (odia. too,
cab sbhow plastered bulldings wilte nod
klilny llke marble and as swboth apd
pollgbed us glass.

Heat Us on Tlwme,

"Oh, cowe now, | #'y!" exclaimed the
Britisher. “You must ndmit we're
abead of you In & grite muny w'yn”

“In one great particulsr | sdmit yon
are,” suld the Yankee,

“And that u?"

“Time. It's 8 o'¢lock I Loundap, and
IUs ouly 3 here"—Philudelplia Hecord,

« Juvenile Reasuning.

Mr, Wise—Johuoy, can sou tell me
why the little end on my watch goes
faster thao the big one?

Joliuny {after wmature refloction)—
Papa, lsn't it for the samwe reason that
I have to run when | go walking with
you?—Exehange,

Not Neglecied,
Dobbe—~You ought to do something
for that cold of youre. A peglected cold
wften leads to serlous copsequences.
Mobbs—=This one I not neglected.

Bicyeles are generally consldered a | looking after it

very modern inventlon, but some of

the Egyptinn obellaks, 1t {s sald. bear
Ogures mwonnted on two wheeled vekl-
cles resembiling the old yelocipedes.

a% you nre plensed nt fnding

Jtit

| phla Press.

New Attraviton,

Towne—1 see Gaymwun had to pay
Miss Koy $25,000 for Lreuch of prom-
Ise.

Browne—Yes, and now he's trying to

faults you are displeased at finding | marry her for ber mohey.—Philudel
perfection,—Lavater,

honor of
| Telemachus nnd the Christlan mariyrs

|
|

QUAINT COLLEGE LAWS,

finien Presecibing the Dress of MHars
vard Studenis I Hlygone Dnyw,

Tl curlouy lnws

g Mudents’

Ot leli prevallod at Iinrvasd up lo
[HT of the lnst eentury are lHos
reslesd by A ehebitoenth contury wilst
casitls whivh o jmong the collectiohy
of the Baston AL Minsg e WiN
wirt by gomomber of the cloks of e
ettt othor Uy Dl son b 1S4
Pl lnttor w 11 s ereen 10
o, eoidorin L The eollege regila
th wl (Mlresd elthee Ble gray,
plaln By [ v kind of Lodt
¢ olls 1 1 Lty a Wlileh
eriginnily | It, W@ diet iy
pesdd Ioh the ol | Llurvand " Laws
wore blue gray, Fresbien of thal datye
wore  allowd iy gelnln buttoolioles
s} Wi it toot diguity of
Dy Ivaitivns o thelr vuffs, Junliors
Wil it Larve ey v Froggs o thelt
puttothiohes exvopit that they milgtit not
have thien oh thel uff buttoenholes
viti) the sotiloe e doval) frogs, buiton
bholes s hottons o il Heriilors
mewd  Jubilors  were prermitted  plus o
wenr Wlnek Osford gowi sl as ure
Wort ot ermidait vy Wy, and o
W iltvsmlt K Wiks Wt
it bend hale il partant oeea
slons, I oeont ool " w in |
Hites™ for every wpposr W ool «
slivier miloe i
Ut ol { ti vy ehinhgnl
of voyrse. from 1 L) In INH
for exunijde 1 [ ] drises o
sietid of m 1 e | ™1
vt W 4 I [\ r
nt the etiad dalil W i ket tiag 1t
Viist reav! 1 nrul w
WIEly Bapsels ol thi il It s
pxgialued g ol culiwd
thser Erg Yumd nilsesd N Diluek with not
ure Hhen o EwWetil r b
ottt wenty 0k poart of whit 1T
lOr was allowisl to sitpport o iy
iy with thirsp ~erow eot™ of bhuck
K cand on Th ¢ { of bis gont
v, Tivo \ foned Wy Tl tnd
L Ehe Juinlar, uie £0 hee sophigaste wnd
n ¢ nut all bo the Fr I'he w 1

APHORISMS,
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s, Pl ks on e
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Ivian werp

rete b

Yor sorne of the chiarizems of

the Eleveuth Rengul peers got slowly

o ey
Hterally sl
it the hoprse
where a ik
wWhaore 8 dog will

fimirn In

will

Sorvay.

o8 the dluy after thie blizzand
tead With lee ns wn fropelnd

U wteel™ T8 I8 o Foel worth

stand eolil

ur oa opel will nor amd
| & De pswell your fiee ke Lt

A curlous fontiire 1o traselorn o the

tilghronds of Norway s the

e of gt

whiole eotinty while

duwn tu oiwn them

Krvat nom
npwnnd of 100G b the

e 1o bee open
vl These gates, which efther mark |
the Lottt lin ul thw [ ( Wi
arnte the howe felds from the waste
lnnde,  evnstitute 8 eonslberalils in |
convenience and delay to the *rivoler,
Who has to wop Lis velilcle uid got

Crael nonl Unusanl Panishment.

S Bormn (lapypm

Mr

HEUm st

| Brooklyn Kagle.

livwsly s

I eanoot wake WHHe wind

Motrtimer,

Vi—William, do ne
your mother wishes, or 1| wil mnke
Yo 2o anl wit In the roRy eorner.-s

Harry's Declarntion.

Rlie—ON

He—Thate =il

Harry. It
has forbldden you the hotse!

rgit it
house | nm afer; I's you,

! Boston Truuseript.

awful!

Mapa

=n't the

i Hiug.—

|

| Tl bl tn o

| 10 ascertaln thelr sovial posit

e Manpnssanl,

Pigecing
Narinis pensinte

1t 4 andd thint (A

bit wpon o leppy sehvine of Neveing
(luy e Maniyiesiapt, W o obow il
thnind pwar hils havne Bt Etrddnt a il
LIt swvarren of o firw weres Fhiy i)
o uwlant oholie  yegetal fes nind Tare
shiuba Iy the ndjal ¥ flolidn audd oy
ery veat D0 Mutgyeesa i hnd 1o pay
tur the damnge Jdune by his rabhitm
After & fiew yoars L gt tiredt of thin
port of tiing, He & it thnt the
few  mbbis e ok cont Bl abaot
o0 nplece, wikeh wWis i ey by wivch
waett Tor ap e TR ot Emirim L1
ML N b detetusined to dostroy lils
R proseeye U'here Wory unly four
o fve bartows 1 the Tnclosin wind a
fow torrets woon dialidsd vl the I
haobltanls

e ght after the mbidis Ligel Lo
Qestroyedd the wiitor happeowd ta § Wit
bin Toriber  [roservs winl detected o
mines wkniking oloug vrdor the (rees,
with l:q Intee Iwg slong vyer hile T
der. | Tre Munpassi it st sl that the
st b e o sted] winsd and T
longwil blio 1 b il giposmad thlel ok
to bis hieels, Jeaving Iwhibwd  hilm hin

bag. W  wan f sl b b 11eed wilhs
ralibits of Dot seses  The matt Wan
o hopest Bedgbbor, Wik, RRren iy
regimngiiing 1t Chatre canlil Bt datt
mges I there were [ ralibiiin, Lind
ihonght 1 advisibile to resiock the

wiurron hlpself

Bees of Fine Diagrbiomt o bnn,
Morvlln hiss sotaw other odd thigs
for extmphe, the sweetirient stands un
der the portonles o necades W livre
friendly Dees and wospin devourm] the
catdlim mbd wWete pol seared off I
ankcim] nn oold wosuan sitting telilnd o
mege stand oeaded with candisd Fewit
dillces of fim, wugar pluacis and
s sss o a
W thiosy Lo sting a-follow
“OME, o, wetiior] dua’t e nfrald They
e iy tellgentes an | onn tell & s
tomer vight aff
Bat wauld they sting s thief, fur In
LAFITR L
Cloptilply, metor ey
L] 'y, |
wh o
o Wingod Insecis, with
nll 1he Pl i wu il 1
Was fascinates), VUYL b askesd abiother
e ul
1 W oot w0 Marwils Dttt mling
a Yanko
Not If he wWere U] r. “nlinl
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