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AT CHRISTMAS TIME,

¢ A Chrisumus the feids are white
Anil Wil and all bedight
| # Witk showy or, while on high
The black craws sall athwart the sky,
for smmimer days gone by
AL Uhristoas Uwne

Al Christmnas tipe the alr is chill
Al froaen es the babbling rill;
While sbbingly the trees mske moan
KTven tesa once tholr own,
For blomscens dead am! bindlings Sown
AL Uhristrss thime,

At Christmas time we dock the hall
With hofly branches brave and tall,
sturdy pioe amd bembock bright
a_all In Ao yule log's dancing lghy
@ tell ol tales of field and fght
At Chiristmas time.

At Christimas time we pile the board
With feah and fralt sad vintage stored,
And mid the lnaghter and the glow,
We troad a measire soft and slow,
Avd kiss benyath the mistintios

At Uhiristmas time,

O Godk, wndd Fathier of us all,

Lint 1o thy lowliest orvature’s eall,

Give of thy jor to high and low,

Coanfort the sorrawing I thelr woe,

Make wars (o conse nod love te grow
At Christmas time.

Lot B0t one heart be sad todny,
Ay every child be glad and gay,
thos thy children great and small
Io bowiy hist or castle ball,
And may cach moul keep festival
Al Christmas tlme.
~New York Tridune.

TYPEWRITTEN.

When a man has battled with poverty
oll his life, fearing it as he fonght it,
feoling for the skinny throat to throttls
i, and yet dreading all the while the
eoming of the time when it would gain
the mastery and throttle him—when
ouch & man is told that beis rich, it
might be imagined ho would receive the

sanouncement with hilarity. When |

Richard Dembam realized that he was
wealthy ba bucame even more sobered
than usual, and drew a long breath as if
be had been running a race and had won
it The man who bronght him the news
bad no idea be had told Denham any-
thing vovel He merely happened to
may, “You are a rich man, Mr, Denham,
and will never miss 1"

Dentham bad never before been called
arich man, and up to that moment he
bad not thought of himself as wealthy.
Ho wrote out the check maked of him,
and his visitor departed gratofully, leay-
ing the merchant with something to
ponder over  He was ns surprised with
the suddenness of the thing ws if some
one had left him o legncy  Yet the
money wus all his own socumulating,
but his stroggle bad been s0 long, and
be had been eo hopeless about it, that
from mere habit he exerted all his ener-
gies long after the enetny was overcoms
~just as the troops at New Urleans
fought a flerce battls not knowing the
war was over. He had sprung from
such u bopelessly poor family.  Poverty
bad been their inheritance from genera-
tlon to generation. It was the invariable
Jeguoy that father had left to son in the
Denham family.

All had seceptad their lot with uncom.

resignation, until Richard re
solved be wonld at least have u fight for
. And now the fight has been won.
Denbam st in his offic sturing at the
dingy wall paper so long that
the chief cleck, put his head in und sai
In a deferential voice:

“Anything more tomight Mr Den-
ham®™

Denbam started ns if that question in
that tone hud not been paked him every
might for yeurs

“What's that, what's that™ be cried.
| Rogers wus astonished, but too well
trained to show it

"Anything more tonight, Mr. Den-
ham?”

Yyou, vothing more,”

“Good night, Mr. Denham.”

“Eb? Oh, yes Good night, Rogers,
good night.”

When Mr. Denbam left his office snd
went out into the street everythlng had
an unusual appesrance to him. He
walked slong, unheeding the direction
Hb looked! at the fine residences and real-
fzed that he might have o fine residence
ifhe wunted it. He saw handsome car-
riages; he, too, might set up AN equipage.
The satisfuction these thonghts produced
was brief. Of what uvse would & fine
g:um.r an elegant carrisge be to him?

knew no ane toinvite to the house or
fo ride with himin the carriage.  Ho be-
gun to renlize how utterly alone in the
world he was  He hud no friends, no
acquaintances even. The running dog,
With ita noss to the gronnd, sees nothing
of the surrounding scenory. He know
men in & bosiness way of course, and
doubitless oach of them had & hows in
thesuburbs somewhere, but he could not
take & business man by the shoulders
and say to him: “Invite me to your
I am lonbsome; 1 want to know

your people.”

If ho got such an invitation ke would
not know what todo with himsslf. He
was fdilinr with the counting room
and its langunge, but the drawing room
was un unexplored country to him,
where an unknown tongus wis spoken.
Un the road to wealth he hnd missed
something, and it was now teo late to

back forit. Only the day before he

heard one of the clerks, who did oot
kuow he was within earshot, allude to
him as *'the old man." He fult ns young
as ever he did, but the phrwe so lightly
spoken mades him cutch his breath,

As he was now walking through the
park and away from the busy stroetahio
took off his hat and ran his fiogers
through his grizzled hair, looking at his
band when ho did sous if the gray, lke
wet paint, had comoe off, He thought of
@ girl ho knew onee, who perhaps wonld
have married him if he had asked her,
a8 he wis tempted to do, But that had
always been a mistiko of the Denhams,
They had al) murrisd young except him.
welf aud 8o eunk deeper inw!lwmiml:f
povarty, pressed down Ly o rapidly
creasng . The girl had married
 baker, he rexembered.  Yes, that waa
& long time ago. The clerk was not far

bocanse bor light and niw

office l@’mﬂulu-. Alisa u:;‘ Wi {
pretty of course—all typewriter girls are
~gnd it was generally understood in the
affice that she belonged to a good family
who had come down u the world, Her
somewhat indepeadont alr despened this
convietion and kept the clarks at adis-
tance, Sho was o seusible givl, who re |
alized that the typewriter paid better
than the piano, and accordingly turned
the expertness of her waite tingers to the
former instroment.  Richard Denham
st down upon a park bemch  “Why
| ol he asked himeslf. There wasno
reason against [t except that bo had not
the potrage.  Nevertheless he formed a
| desporate resolution.
Next day business went on as usaal
| Latters wero answered and the time ar-
rived when Miss Galo came fnto see f be
bad any further commands that day,
Denhamn hesitated.  He folt vagaely that
! A business office was not the proper place
fora proposal, vet he knew that be would
beata disadvantage anywhere else.  In
| the first place, bo had no plansble ex-
| emse for calling apon the young woman
it bome, and in the second place, he
|mw uf be once got theze be would be
jstricken damb [t most eitbor be at his
| offlow or nowhera
“8it down & moment, Miss Gale,” he
(sald ot lnat; <1 wanted 10 consult you
i'lh-ml a matter—abont & business mat-
ter.”
| Mis Galo seated herself and automat-
Heally placed on ber knee the shorthand
| writing pad, ready to take down his in-
'stroctions,.  She looked op at him exs
pectantly. Denham, in an embarrassed
mannor, ran his fingers throngh his hair,

*1 am thinking," he began, “of taking
& partner. The business is very pros
perous now  In fact it has been for
some time. "

“You™ said Miss Gale interrogatively

“Yeo | think |should bave s part-
ner. [t 18 about that | wanted 1o speak
to yon.”

“Don't you think it would be better to
consult with Mr Hogers’ He knows
more about business than L But par
hape it is Mr. Rogers who 4 to be the

“No, It is not Rogers Rogers s a
good man, but—it is not Rogers.”

“Then | think in aa important matter
like this Mr Rogers, or sime oue who
knows the business as thoroughly as be
does, would be able to give advice that
would be of some valun ™

“l dou't wunt advice exactly | have
made up my wind to have s partuer, if
the partner is willing, "

Denhamn wopped bis brow. It was
!:Inx to be even more difficult than be

anticipated

“ls it then a question of the eapital
the partuer is o Lring 7 neked Miss
Gale, anxious to help him

"No,no. | don't wish any capital |
have encagh for buth.  And the basiness
i very prospervus. Miss Guls—and—
and has been *

The yonng woman raised her eyebrows
In surprise

“You surely don't intend to shiare the
profita with a partner who Lrings o
capital into the bosiness?

“Yoo—yon | do  You weo, us | safd, |
have no need for wiore capital,™

‘Oh, Af that s the case, | think you
should consult Mr Rogers before you
coumit yourssll,”

“Hut Rogers wouldnt understand.

T'w whraid | don't understand eithor
It semna o men foolish thing w do=
that i, if you want my ndvice.”

O, yes, | want it But it so's as
foolish us you think | should have had
& parther long ago  That is where |
made the wistake. ['ve made up my
miind on thut.”

“Then | don't seo that | cun be of any
use if yuur uitd s already made ap.”

“Ohb. yen yon ean  ['m a lUttle afraid
that wiy otfer sy not be nocspted, ™

T8 b sy b b o Ul ug buis any
sense.  No fwwr of suich an offer being
refused  Cffers Like tinl wee oot o be
bad every day 1t will e neoepred.”

“Do yoo really think o, Miss Gale? |
am glad that 1s your opinion  Now what
| want to consult you about is the form
of the offer | wonld like to put it—
woll—delicataly, you' know, so that it
would not be refusel nor give offonse *

“Laot.  Yun wint e to write a letler
to bim?*

"Exnctly, sanctly,” eried Donham
with some reltef.  He had not thonght
of sending a letter before. Now be won-
dered why he had not thonght of it It
wis 20 evidently the best way out of »
situation that was extremely disconcert-
ing

“Huve you spoken to him about i

“To him? What him?

“To yuur future partner about the pro-
posal?

“No, no. Oh, no. Thut is—I have
spoken to pobody but you,”

“Aud you are determined not to sponk
to Mr. Rogers before you write?

"Cartainly not. IU's none of Rogery'
business.

“Oh, very well,” suid Miss Galo short-
ly, bending over her writing pad.

It wan evident that her opinion of Den-
bam's wisdomn was stendily lowering
Buddenly s looked np

“How much shall | say the anoual
profita are?  Or do yon want that men
ticned

“I=l dor't think | would mention
that. You see, | don't wish thin nrrange
ment to be carried ont on & monetary
basis—not altogether.*

“Un what basis thon "

“Wall—1 can hardly say. Ona per
sonal busin pertaps. | rather hope that
the person- thut my partner—would,
you know, Like to be msociated with me,*

"Ona friendly  basds, do youn moan?
askod Miss Giule, meriflosaly

"Certuinly, Friondly, of courss—and
perhips more thun that.”

Miss Galn lookad up ut bim with » cor-
tain hopelesatiess of expression,

“Why tiot write n note inviting yoor
futnde partuer to call upon yon here or
anywhero slsa that wonld be convenient
and then diroues the maiter?™

“l mmrmlmummh

wonldntaa 1 would muen rather
Io everything by corrospondence,”

“I am afeakd | oahall not bo wble to

compose a lotter that will suit you
fo st to be so many difficaltics
It is vory unnsual *

“Thiat s true, und that is why [ know
a0 one bat yoseoguhl holp we, Miss Galo
LF it plesses you it will ploase me. ™

Miss Gule shook ter 1, but after »
fow mowents she said, “Tow will this

“Doar st —

“Walt & woment™ eried Mr. Denham,
“that weenis rather a formal opening,
[dovsn't it? How would it read {f you
| put it “Dear triend? *

CUf you wish it so.” She crossed out
the “sir” and substituted the word g
gesto.  Then who reud the letter:

“Dran Frigsp—1 have for some tima
past been dostrous of takug a partner,
and wonld be glad if yon would con
sider the question and consent to joln
mo in this bidinoss The business is,
and has been for several years, very
prosperous, and ws | ahall require no
oupital from you | think vou will find
my offer & very mdvantageous ons |
will®—

“l=1 don't think | would put {t guite
that way." said Deobam, with some
hesitation. 1t roads an if | were offer
Ing everything, and that my partner—
well, you see what | mean ™

“It's the truth.” said Misa Gale, de
fiantly.

“Botter put it on the friendly basis, as
you suggested a mowent ago,

“1 didn't suggest anything, Mr, Den.
ham. Perhaps it would be better if you
wonld dictate the letter exactly as you
want it | knew | conld not write one
that would niense youn,

“ltdoes | we me, but I'm thinking
of my future partner. You are doing
first rate— btter than | could do.  Bat
Just put it on the Mmenidly basis*

A moment Lster she read.

=301 e in this business. | make
you this offer outirely from a friendy
and uot from a financial standpaing, hop-
ing that you like we well enongh to be
anociated with me”

“Anything slss, Mr Denham?

‘No. Linink that covers the while
grotund. [t will look eather short, typ-
written. won't itf Porbuape you migns
sdd something 1o show that | shall be
expedingly disappainted if my offer s
a0t aovepled ©

‘No foar * said Mim Gale
thut. though
yery traly?

*“You might end it ‘Your friend.'*

The rapil «lick of the typewriter was
beard for a fow moments tmn the pert
roomi o thea Miss Unle came out with
the completed lottor in ber hand

‘Shall | bave the boy copy (£ ahe
U

T blows yotu, no” answered Mr
Denbam with evident trepldation.

The younyg woman sid to herself: “He
doemn 't want Mr Hogers to knew, and
oo wonder It's & most unbusinesalike
‘i‘\l[l“l.

I'hen st suid slovd, “Shall you wang
me agnin today!?

'No, Miss Gale, and thank you very
much "

Next momming Miss Gale came inte
Mr Denbham's offive with a smile on her
fucn.

“You madon funny mistake last night,
Mr Denbsm” she sl ne sho took off
ber wripm

“Ind (¥ he uskod in alarm

Yeo You sent that létter 1o my ad.
dress. | got it this moming. | opened
It, for | thouglit it was for wo. and that

haps you did not need e today. But

maw ol ouve that yon pot it in the
wrong envelope  Did you want me to-
day?”

It wus o6 bin tongue 1o sy, “1 want
you every day.” tut he werely hald out
bis hand for the lotter wnd louked at it
& if bo conld pot secount for its having
gone matray

The oexst day Miss Ginle came late and
sho lovked frightenmd 1t was evident
that Denham wis lostng hlsmind, She
put the letter down before im wnd said

“You addressed thut to mo the second
time, Mr. Denbam,”

There waa a look of haggard anxiety
about Mr. Denbum that guve color to
ber auapicions.  He felt that it wan gow
or never

“Then why don't you answer (t, Mins
Gale? he maid gruflly

She backed wway from lim.

"Answer it ihe repeated faintly,

‘Cortainly I | got o lotter twice, [
world answer jt."

“What do yoo mean™ she eried, with
ber hand on the deor knob,

“Exactly what the letter says. | want
you lor my partier | want to marry
you. and —financial conmilerations” ——

O eried Mins Galo o o long drawn,
quivering wigh.  She was  doubbloss
shocked at the word be bad ased aod
fled o her typewriting room. closing the
door bohind her

Richard Denhiam paced up und down
the floor for u few minutes, then rapp|
lightly at her door, but there wis no e
sponso.  He put on hin bat and wint ovt
into the strevt.  Aftor o lomg and alme
lesw walk he fotnd blruself again st his
place of bnsiness. When he went in
Rogers sail to him

"“Miss Gimlo has left, sir®

‘Has whe?

“You, und ahe bas given notics, Bays
aho is not coming bsok.”

“Very wall"

Ho went Into his room and found a
lettor marked ““Personal” on his desk.
He tore it oven and read in neatly type-
written cheracters:

I hwve resimnidd my place as Lypewriter giel
baving teen olivrwd & botter situation. | am
offerel rlilp In the howse of Richard
Doy w dvelibedd o sceept the position,
0] arvalinit of 1ts nancial sttrae-
thon 1 whindd b gelonel, 00 o Friend)
Bt intesl with the lonl.lmn{
| T [os Alb you puat e 1o sll Whist
i, st hllotte letter whey s (e
Wiy v oenvirt pvnr v meh botherd
Yo wvuly vesh i pmrtner. My mothar will
e plesmesnnd Lo roowd gl uiy tioe you call, You
Bave thie weliipvms  Yaur friepd,

Manoaner GaLe

“Rogors!” shouted Denhwm, joyfully,

“Yeu, wir,” aowwordd the estimabile
man, putting bis head into the room,
| “Advertise for another typewriter

L

., Rogers.
“Yea, sir," said Rogors, —Robert Barr
In Detroit Froe Pres

“TH add
Yours truly." or ‘Yours

I

|IMPROVEMENT OF COUNTRY ROADS. |

The State Khaubil Py for the Stem Moade
auil el Uity for Bhe Boanehes,
The Philadolphin Pross speaks edito

rally na follows:

The wark of rosd constraotion and
road improvement Belongs to tho state,
or ab least to the oonntion,  New Jemey
hak an optional systein of rosd improve
went by the counties, and where {t has
boen ndopted it has given gront satisfuo.
thom,  The (mproved roadn construeted
under this law have added immensely to
the attractivensss of the coustien, in:
crensed their population, snd tos as
sosmisl vadue of their real vitate has rison
o n degree which wore than pays the
cost of the roads,

The defect of this optional system b
that only the more intelligont and pro
grossive conntios wdopt (8, Those which
nood (8 worst are fearful that the expe-
ritnges of other counties will not bo re:
peated in their case, and they are cottent
to wallow along in the old way np to the
tabs in mud in wet monthe sod stifloed
with dust in the dry, thilr ronds an of-
fense and n banden from stapidity and
lgnoranoe, and persisted in from gener-
ation to generation from mere nertia

In the opinion of The Ledger, “the
Philadelphin  theory that the property
owners along the line of a road shoukd
bo assesscs] for the it cost of its b

ovement unil that the county kesp 1t
n repair after s the st one,”
the rule for munivipal stoet lmproves
ment all over the state.  Where land is
priced by the foot and propertion wre
vither very small or very valnable ths
mle works fairly well, though as "
Plesd to subarban Land it I often very
oppiressive.  As appliod to farm lands it
wonld often mean confiscation

In mountain reglons, whers laned s ot
very valuable and roadmaking is ovstly
this ity rule of sssssient s ot to ba
thought of Its principle v wrong we
appliod to stetn rosds connwoting county
soats maud lprge towns Soeh roads shoull
bo well Tndlt ¢ u beavy fint comt. The
farmirs nlong the road wonlil benefit hy
thein, but s woalil the inhabitants
the elty, which s lurgely ths gainer by
tnproved moans of docoss to 1t

The whole public is the gatner by the
construvtion of durable, well gradel,
atnocth rosdsand the whols polilic should
pay. The state should pay for stewm roads
whith cross county lines, the county fur
brasch romds that begin and end in 1ha
eonuty, bat are not purely locul, and the
cities, boronghs and townships for tue
mads wholly within thelr lmita  Auy
other rule for guod rosd] ecosnstruaction
either piles up & moantaln of debt or iy
poverishes the mral landholders, who

will resist to the death tho sdvent of goc) | .

roads i they must be paid for out of thci
diminishing furm earnings,
Good Resds Promole Teade.

We have good roads in the cities
whire we call them streets or avenues
atid that ls the rewson why a toam o
horses can draw trocks jod loads of syely
welght, snd do it eusdly, we would give
any toamn on A country road a snfMoent
exitisn for becoming balky.  1f the coun
try  ronds wers what they ought to be
the furmiers wonld save moch wesr and
toar of wiguns and horses and be shils to
carry larger loads to warket, and city
folks who o out walking or driving for
pleasure and health would te able i
secure both

Even in mainy weather traveling woulil
not bo unplonsant, Cortainly i wonld
tiot bo dangerous or tiresoms, aa it (s bow,
in the bad spots or bad roads, and peces
trinian, squestrianism  and  velienlar
travel wonld be lurgely sticonraged il
the people’s knowledge of other people
aud other places than those abont them
would be lurgely inereass) by personal
obiervation, and thess are both very de
airablo snds to mek,

The tracklons forest belongs to the say-
age state, the footpath to the barbarian
but & goidd road is s mark and & trinmph
of civillsation, It not only enconrages
froquent, perhaps constant, interconrse
swmong the people; it also helps teads, anid
the interclinnge of eammodities is ss (m-
purtsnt as the interchunge of opinion,
There may bw some who think thisstate
it w lttle overdrawn, so far s the in-
fuemoe of good rowdy I8 coneernad, but
thoy must be of the sort who pever make
use of romds, oxcept radlroads. —Brook-
Iyn Citizon

Polots I Bond Constriolion.

Thy nsturs of the trafle whick is to go
over o bighway is an lmportunt eloment
In ditermining both tha width sand ehie-
neter of the conatruetion, The main
polnt to be ascertalned s the nnmber,
welght and width of the carrisgos of all
kinis which s to travorso the way, 1f
the traflic is lkely to be large, the roimd
will nesd  greater width and wore
strongth near {ta marging than where It
in to servu the nood of bot few vehicles
The solitary driver may be trosted 10
take the middle of the way, horses in-
dewdd ineline 10 doso of their own mo-
ton; thus the mirginal wearing of the
ronl will be lmited o those skt
whero vehiclon pass each othier, and the
whole mmonnt of auch wenring will be
Inconsldernbile.  Whers, however, the
carrigos wre numerans they often drive
in parallel line, the outer wheel of etch
coltmn on the margin of (he rondbed, —
Bolocted,

Eeonomy of Good Ronds,

At s recent meoting of the Farmiry'
Club of the American Institute held in
New York ©. L, Allen, n Long Iiland
farmer, gave the fullowing testimony;

Ho statod that notwithstanding their
atrong objoctions made at the time the
now Jumnion rond wos buil the farm.
ers, who bl to pay the tax, now falt
sutiafledd that the move had been s most
wihws one.  Farm whgons loadod with
prodace for the New York murket now
huvlod londs of thres tons whors for-
merly over the old ronds they conld hard-
Iy put on half that much, and the three
| tons were now  easler to. haul than the
ton and
fairn that was sufficiently proved by the
the always beon

nend a “tow"

farmers had
:thl At tenm over a
thelir

fact tha
oompalled
; whiroas
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