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“Yos," sl [ shoomed by hor nesolus
thon. “Let hiw coms,”

‘Bho mounted thebirtle ridge, and stood
with bher gracoful HRgure silhonetinl
agoinst the Wme heavens 1, bolow,
turned up the cuffs of my sheoves and
buttoned my coat poross my chest,

“Slark!" called sbe, in a cloar, pone
tmating tone, “bring the tasket here, if
you please.  Wemwan to take our lutioh-
son on this side.”

She ramained standing there, with ber
Back toward me.  From =uy lower posi
tian | conld pot see whether Shark were
saswering ber summons with alserity
or not; but siznce it would be his last op
portunity of obeying her onders, 1 was
content $0 Jot hing fake his time. By and
by e spposred, with the basket on his
arm; he descended the ledge, and Kate
followed him, with hor eves on mw.

“Sot it down there, near theedge of
this pit; wot quite 0o near, please. Now
take hold of him™

The last wonls werespoken in & sharp,
ringing tone, and at the saane wotment
the girl drew & long knife from beneath
the oversiirt of her dress and stood with
it in her hand. Surprised at her action,
1 hesitated half an instant—in that half
instant Slark had thrown bimsolf to-
ward me and grasped me around the
body with his long, powerful arms. Al
most simultanecusly with his attack |
felt myself borme down by a heavy

weight from behind and my arme pin- |

tomed. The struggle for a minute or

two was tretendots, but | feit that ||

was overpowerad, A band wis pressing
hard agamst my windpipe. Kate stood
there with her knife, & uew and strange
expression ou ber face, but she did not

At length & panting voloe close to my
ear—a voice which | knew well, and
which, heard now. 5o amazed me that
I almost coased o resist—saaid:

“I've ot him sale here, Siurk. Have
you got bis legs™

A gruni from Slark intimated that he
had

“Now then. Kittlo,” continued Mr
Birchmore. “be quick there, will you?”

Kate came toward me with her knife
At that sight I uttered a yell of animal
rage atl made one more desperate effort
to be frea

“Haold hin tight, can't you? siid Kate
in o volee thut | scarcely recognized as
bers.  “) don't want to hart hine”

They mastersd me, and then, with a
rapidizy and deftoess thar showed the
practicel professgonal, Kate mule a cir-
cular cut throngh the breast of my coat
and drew out the diamoods,

“That's all right.” ranarked Birch
more. “Now the rope!™

She wont 10 the basket and took from
#t & coil of fine rope The two men
threw e npon wy face and bound wy
bands aud wy feet secaroly. | made lit
tle resistance. but submitted in sullen
silence.

“Don't forget his revolver,” saiil Birch-
more when this was doge. and turning
me over they took the wenpon from wy
pocket

“How do you (ee]l pow, young gentle
man? inguired the fellow, addressing
me with a smile. “This is the resalt of
plutting to throw anfortunate valeta
into deep pits, and of flirting with strange
young womnen. | warned yon, sou re
member, to kesp ont of cur way, but
idle coriosity bas been your ruin.  Kit-
tie, pat on the dismonds; he says they
begome you.”

Slurk grinned at this sally, but the
girl sail moodily: “Dun't bothor the
boy, Juck. He behaved like a gentle
man all throogh, He'd make a grest
deal better hushand than yoo do,
Heigho!"

“Well, captain,” continued Birchmors,
addressing =lurk in English, “what sre
your orders?  Shall we lower awny now

and be off? [t's néarly half past one,
and we've 8 good distance to go befors
three”

“Listen to me, Mr. Gainsboronz
maid Slurk, also speaking in
though with a fore ent: 78
got what we wantall ot of yon, and we
don’t want to do yon sny muore harm
than is nocessary.  But we must have
time to get safe awny, mnd to do that wo
mast allow twenty-four hours, Weshall
lesve yon at the bottom of this pit,
some provisicis, and 1 el looser
ATINA &0
soll.
your friends nt the farmhon
very honest persons, | belivve,

~will cowe hore and et you out
i the best we can do for yon
thin, Jaok

They loosad the cord a little around
my arms; then, taking it by the slack

_end, they lowersd me into thet dark
chasm until | rested ot the bottom
Then | saw Kate's face pbove the edge,
between me und the :-;a"'p" with some-
thing wrapped up in paper in hor hand.

“Here's some sundwiches for you, my
poor boy,” said she, D' sorry to sy
goodby to you o this way, really, Dat
1 Qon't suppose you'd huve e now, even
if Jack weren't my hosband
Well, goodby; don't flirt too u
that gilly little Chyisting when y

out, There are the sundwiches”

She let them  fall beside e, nodded,
and was gone. | lay on my back, with
nothing to lovk st but the narrow strip
of blue sky overhead. It was quite
cool where 1 oy, ons bed of sanid und
rubbish, and it was still as desth, |
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was buried alive toall intents aud pur- |

poses, and the chanée of my ever Leing
dismurmdmmd‘ A bnsid of prob-
ahilitysowth-ﬂjudaedit wisest
not to hope, 1lay there, gasing vp at
the skv. and W over my mdven-
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pure—begimung at the dHoegipbing. with
my mpeting with BRirclusons at the histol,
mud tracing the progress of tho caipir
acy step by step to Ha conclusion hore
It was very ingctibous, and very well
carried out.  lthad tanght we a lesson
that 1 was fikely to profiv by if | ever
got oul.

1 dot't kunow how long 1 lay there
protaldy but a short thue All at ouce
another fave tntervensd Dotween e ami
thse sy, It was not Rate's this thoe; it
was avery different one—Uhristina's,

Aftor pewring anxiousty downward for
soveral momimta, sho asked:

oIs Herr Gamsborough thore!™

“You"

“The Herr ts not badly hurt®

“iNet s bit, Christina.”

Sttt sl Dnuk!™ she  exclnimad
hoartily, “Iu s skl well; you
will Lo belped ot vmruedistely,” she
watishisl

Soxen othor Pecvs agy
and helmeats
In a fowan
and stont arg
tisore b the L
an awkwand bat

Bofore me stood
s, a s md  of
their swunds amd  cus
dolph and Chiristing
T4 wWoltian an
were nnpleasantly familur to me.

Some little offivial ceremony of identi-
Beation, and s forth, baving beeny
throagh with, we all started for our
varivus places of destination. The trial
took plice uot long afterwand in Dres
den; the prisoners ware all convicted
nod satenosd to—1 don't care to re
wember whal., They wore a dangerons
gang of thieves, whom the police of sev-
ernl conntries bhud long been vainiy en.
dimvoring to capture.  But meanwhile |
wont back tospend the night at the farm-
hotse of Hr'?‘l‘ l\ll. lolph. | nesd not say
thnt | scarcely had the cournge to look
him and his danghtar in the fuce.  Heorr
Ruwlolph was a excéellent and
blameless. person, and s for Cliristing!
1 knew not in what terms to begin my
apologes to o

It sppeared thut my Lirtle friend Hein
rich in Paris hud had his susplcions of
the man calling himself Birchinore from
the first. anil In writing W his father
and sster hid mentionsd a8 wmoch
When, thereflore, the Birchmore party
unexpictedly turmed op at the farm
house, alotig with the owner of the dia
mozds, u good deal of perturbation was
created.  Afrald openly to warn me in
the absenee of direct evidence, Christina
had dotie what she eould tndirsctly to
exoite stispicions in wmy mind,  Failing
in this the girl had netually gone down
to Schandan, on the evening of my -
torview with Kate in my chamber, and
laid ber dinformation st the police
burean. The next moming she met the
officers by nppointment st some dis
tance from the house, and they followed
us to Rolilstein,

After seeing the whole party of usto
the top of the Stein (Birchmure followed
a few minntes after myvself and the oth.
ers), they formed o coridon at the foot of
the path and one of thelr number went
gp to reconndciter. Peeping over the
edge of the platean, he saw Birchmore
Just mnlking his attack, aod immedistely
signnled to those below to approuch
Thus it happened that the thicves, as
they were making off with their plon-
der. found themsslves confronted by an
unpassable cordon of siz loaded car
bines. Resistence wits ont of tha qnes
tion, and thev surrendens] at

“And whit can | do, Christina,” |

il addingg,

aned, with vanls
of the “*Polies.”
, by the aid of mpes
. Dyas drawn up once
of day, blinking like

the [

wearly a dosen | L
Hcers, with
a; Here Ru-
A throe phisoa-
1 two wen, whose faces

ISt

i seretion

said, “to show yon how mwch | thank
you? Of course | don't speak of caneel-

ing the oblization—thut unuthing codld
do: but | shonld like to leuve you some-
thing to—to remind you that you savel
my life and my diwmonds.  Would you
wonr a dinmond ring for me ors pair of
“arring"

‘No, many thanks, Herr lnmr-}mr
ongh,” replisd the little maiden gravels
*Yon own me nuthing, and as fur Jdi
minds, | shinll never like themn, sineo |
have seen them tho cnuss of
troubls and d: i
Christing, | must ri‘1
forgive me lor my fneser
tinence and -.'.-nrt-'.v 2
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lot ma do some }“L....
refuse {0

shile imipor-

her bare feot and

" . ]ur' I would not like

LR

Ve ) ink that, traly. 1 do for-
give vou with ull 5 wirt, and just by
fore yon go aw rrow, just when

you are ey nre, po
please, | will ik yon f,r a

“Yon slisll have it, whatever it ln. 1
answered

S0 the next day, when the drosky was
at the door, and my trank pacled and
put on the box, [ left Herr Rudolph con-
varsing with the driver and went back
inth the liouse to fisd Christina. She
waa stnnding tn a shudowy corner of the
kitchon o absorbed in sconring pls
that she did not appesr o notico mo
until | spoke.

“1 nm cotne to sny goodby
FOur pror Christing.”

Sho put down her plute: and blushed,
with dow W

“Herr Gainsborongh will not - Lo of-
fonded? It ja something | have no right
to ask—anly—it will show | am not un-
forgiving—and—it would Dbe botter to
me than the dinmonda,™

“What is it, dear Christina®

Bhe looked up in my face, shyly and
yet [rankly, aod said:

*Kiss mo!®

if you

and 1o elaim

Fanh sere ol prons treos 5 sl on priioe Tl
will net
w it Targd eliongh ta by

aviiral byrpdeiedl dollavs por your
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“Missiia t}uimh:lmm;k sy de ten voady, |
b

Thin (s nearly aa Lean recolloct i1 i
the story told we by wy friend, Tom
Giatnsborough, as we sat over a decanter
of claret after one of his toimitable 1t
tle dinoers,  When it was over | gaven
grunt and Anng the bart emd of wy cigar
fnto the grate

“There's ooe thing 1 don't undemtand
aboat this story.” | then rearked, “and
it hos waisled me all along, Your descrip- |
tion of that ereature, Kate—hor syes
atd syebrows, complexion, hands and

Willamette
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uationality—all perssumlod we #§ was
the prosent Mre Galmsborough,  Yed it
appears she wus nothing of the sort.”

“1 should think not, indeasd!” ox.
claimed Tom, lunghing. *They are na

—
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diferent, even in appearance, &8 two
straight browed brunettes could possic
biy bee.  Itts pot my fanlt if you were
mialsd by & descnjption- you who know
so well how iocurably vagrue the st
deseriptions are,  Wers you 1o see thom
side by mide vou wonld acknowledge
that they are as little alike as you and |
are,  As to the American part of it—the
truth i thoy were not really Amerieans
atall Birchmore and the girls were
Frooch, and | in my ignomiice mistook
their French secent for the Yaokee

We have lots HS0x200 foet,
the ordinary size are In
Wo

suburban homes, sony

lods twiee

tarly loonted. have one
suitable for

ete, mud of very productive soil

tors,

10020 feot, all fivorably looated
-AETe

\ large, growing

¢ half the ubnal price of othor lots slms

twoencere, five and ten-nore travts,

enient to town, schools, ehurches,

'rune Orchard,"” of

which we will sell part in small traots to suit purchasors, and on easy | w

twung. When, several yeurs later, |
met soane roal Americani—aml marriel
one of them—1 realissd my error,”

“Huamph! Wall, 1 dure say you were
oot wore stupld than the wajority of
Yot coantryvmen would bwwny in
your place.  But another thing —wns all
that mesineriec busineds genuine or a
part of the conspirecy?™

Canspiracy, of course! It was the
stock expodicnt of the gaug, and & vory
ingenions s 1 Ahkaks for of conrse the
mesterized obe imight tars ap any
wherw, nnd of sbie wers not discovered,

hive
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wall an wilile tf she wore, nll slie
had to say was that she was inpmes
maric trance.  As it huppénad, the lag 7o the faxpay
ter alternative cconrmed in both their The st ‘: I\I- " .I-' m
attempts on  me; but | ...'n'o the girl o n | o
credit for turning it off excellently woll ity
took a real artistic interest | Wie sting w11 be retaried w deifpg
You soe, alio luvd been
trained s & rope dancer o her chilid- Patend shis i0h day of At
Bool, and aflterward she was on the
stage for a time. She certainly had
marvelons  dratuatie talent, and thor
oughly emjoyed “taking a part.” The
realistic elemont that entered futo her
performances no donlt rendersd thein
winch more exoiting than ordinary stage ""'_-' ')

work, and perhups somotiveos sbe al- Lo

lu fact, she

in T bosiness

mat deceives] horsell,” nl., rilof of w ) W Meldmw tae ol
“Ah! 1 shoull not wonder, Weoll, and "., TR it “':“'i." '“':" s SANERE
winst was the mouning of that confnslon SRy Ly Ne
-8 T Faerilore

about the stestbost wnd the traln el

Birchmore's explonations:™ SCIOOL TAX SoTios
“A mistake om their part—that's all, | 1o ke txpsyers of Palis View sihied diiias
I be Laxy I‘. View 4irh \
Acclilents will happen, you know. 1No @ of Liekamu cannty, Uree s
v U e ] { 1% e imeled
dare say my unexpoctod quustions dls | oy sder 1572 15 now G Al ', e Sl !
congerted them greatly; but I awas an- |00 the ardersivtied iy his ofee i f Le
” | w Anye thw | i ) . icw
suspiicions  cnomgh,  heaven  Knows | iie snins wii] e vert i (e uf b nist
What L admire a8 mnch as snything in .
their manpgement of the wifaie was the Detad ihis-2rh .:." P :“. : -

shetl]l with which they maile me
fromm the outset that | was {on
company upon thom,

b linwe
gy
whin in reality it
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