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She put the lamp dows ot the table
beside mine, and then stood quite still in

the moonlight, her face wholly expres
sionless and withoat motion, It was an
appalling thing to see ber thus L, too

remained motionless, but 11 was becanse
I knew not what to do Toawaken her
might bring on the worst ©
If she were not disturbed,
pomably retire as guietly
ecionsly s sho tuud come
tory of her being there at
atterly inesplicable.  What
in her trance, to visit my room?
phe ever known where it wns? What
bhad she dreamed of doing bere, and
above all how had she contrived to
enter throngh a bolied door with ns
mnch case as though she had been a
spirit? Perbaps this was but a spirit—
OF & phantowm of wy own beman!  Was |
AWnko!

She stretched out her bhand, not fol
lowing & motion with ber eyes, bul
mechanwally. and. as it wers, involon-
tartly, Sbe ld it on wy ¢oat—ob the
pocket which contamed the diwmonds
Then slowly sod deliburtely, nnd still
with avertesd fave and eyes and that long
dmvwn slumberous breatning, she an-
buttoned the fastenings one after one,
and ber sofl. tapering fingers vlosed apon
the ¢

}!vu. while my mind had been rupidly
canvasang all the pros and cons of ac
tion, wind | bad come 1o the couclusion
thut it would be tetter for ber that |
shoald intorfere  OF my personal inter
est in the mntter | belhieve that | did not
think. indeed knowing that the dia
motdds wonld pot be st there was po
renson why | should  But 1t would not
do o risk compromising Kata, It was
dangerons enongh that shé should be
bere at all, but that she shonld carry
away the dbunonds with ber was inud-
massible. | rose from oy bed and lawd
oy Mand gently on ber wrist

She was no spirit but warm flesh and
blood.  For a few motuents the restraint
@ which | beld ber sevmed (o baftlo and
distress por. | fancisd | feel nDer
pulse el ouder my fingers; a kind of
spasm crossed e face, ber eyelids guiv
erel and the eyes woved (o their sockets
Then ber breathing becatue irregalar
and cangh? 1o ber throal in & Kind of
ol The mowment of awakening was
evidently at haod, aod | dresdsd ita
coming. lest she should scream oat and
rouse the bouse. Buot fortanately she
oftered no sonud  Slowly speculation
grew within her eves, she fixed thewn on
me, first with an expressicn of strange
pleasure. soon changiug o bewilder-
mweot and fear Then with a ory that
was Donegtbe less thrilling Lecanse it
wis & winsper she drooped forwurd into
my arum |t was a delivious wowment
for all itspenil

“Yon are perfectiy safo.” | whispered
in ber ear. “ouly make no nolse.”

“Tom." she sud, suddenly freeing her-
pelf frnn my anuos and putting a bhand
on either shonlder, while ber wild, bluck
eyes searched my face, “you anderstand
=yon doot thunk™ —

“Of vourss | onterstand. my
darliug!”

“What shall | do—what shall | «
Let me kil myself!

With a motion swift us the glide of a
serpent abe reached toward the revolver,
which | bad left on the bad | was bare-
ly 1 tine to cutch ber armn The look
in the yirl's face at that moment was
terrible

“Let mel—| willl®

“Hush, Kate! Yon never shall.™

*Uh. what shall | dof she murmared
again. slipping down on her knees and
running buth hinds throogh ber thick
bluck berr  *Tom, if you love me you
will kill mel”

“Rate, every one in the house is aaleep.
You cun go back to your room, and no
one know  Unly be calm.”

“And no one know? Yoo think that?

“1 am sure of it”

“} know better. Some one knows it
now—ne wade I8 nappenl”

*Don't kneel there, dear
yourself yet. You doo't
you're saying.”

I said thos reassuringly, but her words
bad inspired me with a vague alarm
«that | ventared pnot to define | brooght
& chatr and made her st upon it, and
sat down beside her

“Not hers!” she whispsred. drawing
back out of the moonlight into the
shadow “Come bere, Tom. He masy
be looking.”

“Why, Kate, who can see us here?
The door is shut.™

“On—why was not the door bolted?

“It waa | can't conceive how yon
opened it.”

“Oh, the villain! how | hate him™

“Kate, | love you, and whosver you
hate must have to do with we.”

»Yon ¢an do nothing—no one can do
anything—uanless you'll help me to kill

DD el
mignt
nieon
But the myw
all appoarwd
ad lesd her
How hald

could

poor

You're not
kuow what

him!

“Whom! Do you mean Slurk? Tell
me that!”

“Yes!” she nnswered, with a shiver
not looking me 1n the face, but with her
hands clusped tight between her knees
“] do mean—hin!"

“Now tell me all that he hns done,
dear,” said 1 guietly. 'l wust koow
everything, and then | promise you thust
you shall be freed from him."

“He in my master!” she said in a
frightened whisper. “He has been so
ever so long! He makes me do what Le
wills; be sent me bere towight He
shames me and destroys me—he loves w
do it! Ho mukes mo sleep and then |
cannot help myself. [ wake and find it
done. and be has no mercy.”
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“Why does be do thisr

"It was when | was only a little girl
that he trst got that power over wie. He
knew my father was nch and be wantol
me to be prouiised to bim for his—you
koow what, Tom. Thon my father put
me in the convent, and | staid there
soven years, till wo thought he had lost
the power, or wis dead, perhaps.  But
he found me in America and wmsde we

come back., and vow its worse than
“‘.l‘r.-

“Why doesn't your futher have bim
ATToSL u.l and tmprisoned? It can be
i-Un ‘\

“Oh, my poor Mther! He cunns
Tom: do uot nsk e that!”

“l mast ask 18, Ketee Remewmbes, |

love youl Why s it”

“My tather s afraid of him 100," she
said, chafis handl with the other
with Leitts expression. of pain, ‘It
by hitn he w
be ruined
Tow.~

W one

Yiling wguinst thd

Aly tather «

sonot help we

wl. What has
wld b afraid

I do not anders

fathey

your
of suuh A seon 1 dowmand
ed sternly

She heutated long
Mo her anid

pefore answoring,
atid hosud restlossly ani

fetching wauny tronbled stghs At last
ghe lakd her aod shnokingly on mine
| snd | grasped it firwuly

“] will tell you, Tom,” she =ail in a

faltering volee;
tell no one in

“bat vou know | would
L owor iJLl{\d.l My
dear papa did not do wrong hinwself, but
there ware people ted with I.[.u
who did, and made the hlame sevan o e
his And there were u rs of my
papa’s wh ch—aob

“Yes, yes, |
Slurk stole the papers®

“Yes—that is—no; it was worse than
that, for he didnt know where
pers were kept—no one knew that bat
L Tom, be made me sleep, and in my
sleep he made me go to the place
where they wore and take them out and
g sn to him.  He made
own father—pat my own dear paps in
his hateful power i

| would rather '1-nu
And papa forgave we—tlink

COnnmee

» pape

3—wt

anderstand, darling: and

} ¥
19

nie robh my

died!

“Then Slurk hus the papers in his pos
sossion, and he nues them for blackmail?
But huve yon wever thought of trying
to—it sonnida badly, bat it would be per

foctly Justifiable to steal them back
agnin’
“| can do nothing. He Y make me

Beiplesa by i looR, and bBe always carrie
them with tim.  Bot. Towm, if it conld
be dowe without being found ont | would
tell papa to kill bl Bat | cannot let
tuy dear papa be hanged for that wréteh
Anid '\'-l\] soe wWe lave no t.‘\'i'l(‘.‘ll_“‘_'

“Good God! What & fearful thing it
is™ | muttered  What belp, what con
solation could | offer? A 1efined and sen-
sitive gid under the mesmeric control of
a ruffian: ber father subject to his ex
tortions and insnlts, snd the only escape
8 worse misery even than this—Kate to
yield herself to him in marriage! Faugh!
the thought sickened me, but it enmagsl
me too! Kate was right—death, sudiden
and mereil wias the proper mens
to be meted ont to Slurk.  1f he had ap
peared at that moment | believe | wonld
Lave shot him anbesitatingly and re
joiced in the deed Murder wonld be &
righteous work when wronght on soch as
he, and if the marder were bronght homne
to me. coald | suffer in o better canse?

Rute had risen slowly frow ber chair
and wna now fronting me, scanning my
fave anid bearing with enrions e WL ETOERS
Shie held bher hands ncross her bosom
alternately interlacing the tips of the
fingers and pmlling them ngnin
Her lips moved as if in speech. but no
sound came from them.

| got up presently, looking | dare ey
very solemn, as indeed | felt.  Her eyes
followed mine as | rose: and now we

RS,

free

guzed straight st each other for some |

momenta

“] promised you that you should be
freed,” | said, “and you shall be. [ shall
be sorTy to have any man's lood on my
hands; but if yon can be saved inno
other way, it most be so.”

“Yon do love me indead!”™ she mur-
mured, with a sort of sad exultatior in
her tone. But she added: *1 cannot let
you do it *caunot lose you, even to be
freed from him: It is my father's fault
after nll. Besidea"— .

] take it upon myself,” interrupted 1,
with a dignity which may have bein
abeurd, but which did not seem so to me
At the time.

“But it wonld be murder—at any rats |

the law would eall it so. No, you wmnst

not be ealled a murderer, Tom. But [— |

they would not hang & woman—Ilst me
do it! | should love to do it!"

And she spoke with & look that con-
firmed the words.

Befare | conld reply, however, her ex-
pression changed agnin. She appearsd
to think intensely for a few moments
then her face lighted up, Suddenly she
canght my hand and kissed it

“And kiss me, Tom!® she eriad, ex-
citedly. *“Kiss me, for | deserve it! |
have thonght of u way that will save us
allt’

Much startled, and half fearing that
the girl's mind had given way under the
pressuro of trouble, | was attempting w0
quiet her, but she silenced e by an fm-
petuonus gestore nnd went on sposking
eagerly and rapidly

“Tomoarrow we had planned to go to
Kohlstein for a plonie.  It's u great, im
menss rock, where robboers lived hun.
dreds of years ago. Hardly suy one ever
gots there now. | have been there nnd
| remember that on the top it is full

| of deeo clefta and holes, and | thought |

pood be wo invvder,”

N Le marder, Kute™

it meesd not be, for when ho s sale
down thore, rather than be ot to sarve
he would giva ap th Daon't
you think he would”

She was treiabling with exvitemeont,
tate communicated itsoll in
SO degireo o e, o that 1 was ArCe
ly able to thiuk coberently. But thore
cortainly seomed to bo plausibility in
her sehome; ot the worst It woukl be
better than shooting  the man outright
But would the recovery of the papers
put an eénd to Slurk’s persecution of
Kato us woll a8 of hor father? Wauld
ik his power over Lor renain?

“But we can have him imprisonsd
thets, vou s was her answer TO my
olyeotion: “uud for fearof that he woulll
never dare W trouble me aguin, He
would have been fo prison loug ago but
for the papem”

*It certaiuly sooms & good plan,”™ 1
said, after n confosed  attenyt to twrn
the wa over In my wind “We'll
wik your fathor's optisen tomorrow, ™

AVY RN

and her «

WO, he must know nothing of !°
she exclaimed with a gosture of vehe
ment dissent. “Ho wourld betray it
You dont know how-—what & power
that ville mm  Slark treatls
Rasans Lk o chile they are alone
Na, Tom, we must do it all ourselves, ot
it will faill Only when it s done will
donr papa got back his conrmgw”

| knew more aboat how Mr Birch
more was troated by lis valet in privase
than Kate was aware, bat | made o
sllusion to this. The mome 1 meflected
npon the enterprise, the mure tnclined |
wis to aswent 0 i8It waa wild, fan
tastic, unconventional, but 8 had
portant prsctical werits wovertholoss

Moreover, it possessed the powerful
recommendation (as | deemed 0 of al
lowing fur & fair man 0 man straggle
botwwek Sliurk and myself | was to
1 by main strength, amd
it | hd obwerved of the fellow
| fancied he woutld be able to make just
resist gh 10 save wy self re
spect.  Un the other band, he might be
able to do more thao thiss and if the
worst came to the worst of course |
vompelled o mang him with

AlT) Luaa Over
| when

ywer I

rf“‘."-! wi

MICY oI

magnt in

my revolver  Bat altogether the pros
peet kinidled my Dmuggination, | was
stimaninted by the thoaght of distin

guishing mysell by wy pvr-nlm]

beefors iy mistross’ oyes, ih o

her dastandly oppressor. Al :l u! ookeed
ot her ding there befor me, so love
15 mnd 1§ of coarngeous tire. | sald to
mysel! that no kuight of yore over did
Issttle in the liste for o worthier lady
wve

However, | moalized that this wuas
uetthwer the |1.-u ¢ nor the hoor to enter
u} discuiion of onr plans
Ever thst Kate retuained with
me increased ber pertl, espectally if, us
she seetnnl to think was the case, Sinrk
bl dpspatahed ber hither. As to his mo
tive m o doing | had no dificuliy in
forming an opimion,  There ittle
douls that he meant to dse her TRt E
conscions cut’s paw to stesl din
motds, as before to purloin the JPors
compromiring her futher Had | been

asleep the device ocould hindly have
fatbocd of soceess.  But us Kate
herself not to suspect the real nature of
her involuntury errand | would oot md
ditionally distress her by alluding to it
it was enough that it formsled me with
a suffichnt pretest. had ot
wanting, for inthoting clastis
the valet

Ente sl {n pnwwer to iy

s d

‘™ (&0

mont on

muiry na

to the pruposed timne of var starting on
the piotle expedition the next dany that
it wonld protably e aboot eleven in the
forencon; we wonld, therefire, have

o sottle the

particulirs of
i wetion ars

ample time
onr scheme belore the hour «

rived. At parting she alting td e with
peculiar tenderness: nor had | ever loved
her so well as at that momeyt. when |
looked Torward to libwerat hier forever

frow the evil spell that bad been blighit-
ing her young life

After she hud gone | had the eariosity
to exumine the balt on the door The
.-r,:-l suation of ita mysterions opening
proved simple enough.  The screws
whereby the socket of the bolt had been
fastened to the door Truwe bl boen  re-
moved, und the wrged that
lh!'_\' could he ﬁltil‘n"i i and vnt withont
difficnlty  Socket aud scrows hsd then
been replaced. so thist the bolt could be
shot s readily us before. Bat the securi
ty wanas only an illusion, for, the Istch
beting turned, & slight pash would brmg
away the sucket and scrows attached to
the bolt. and thus thoe supposed means
of safety be ingenionsly usd to disguise
the real abwence thervo!

Cure is Cure

However It may be eNectod; hut unjust
prrejudi 0 prevents peaple from trying
o proprietary medicine,” until other remed jios
prove unavalling.

J. 1 Ritehle, Commisslon Agent, Kingaton,
Australla, writes :

“For yoars n confirmsd seopile as to the
merits of propriotsry medicines, 1 was at lost
cotverted by the owe of Ayers Cherry Poo-
toral.  For motths a bottls of this medicineg,
oF whiel I had eomme Into gossession through
the kindness of & Irlend, remalned inopened
In my 1 Ul one uight 1 was <ejzed with
A Vi cold weeqmpanied by & racking
.rr;'-r_q nawe af wy wewal vemedlies ol
hiought of the Cherry Peotorml, and
togive L n trink. The result was
truly maglenl.  Rollol enme wlinit instantly,
and after repeating the dose, surtalnly not
mare thin hall o dozen tin I ol mys
thoroughly enred, & wntly |n-y
dhanghter was eured of & devere eviigh by the
use of the Cherry I'ooto I reeentnendd
this preparation to all safferirs from Clroat
and lung tronhles*

For eroup, whooplng eongh
mallunn, and consusmption e be

holes w0 en!

nelf
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st potnedy 18
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SCROLL SAWING

BOXES OF ANY RIZES MANUFACTURED

Partica

wiring Wood Torning, Pat-
torns, Bruckets, or

Shop Carpenter’'s Work

Will b Sulted by Calling un Me.

Doors,

Windows and Blinds
TO ORDER.
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