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Raising Pure Bred Swine Demands Apprenticeship

G. B, Samson Gives Some Pithy Advice to Would-Be Breeder on All Phases of the Industry.
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®  There's no royal road to sue- @
® eessin raling hogs in the North- &
& west, The breeder noeds to he @
@ both breeder and fancier, points &
@ out the writer of the following €
@ qrticle written cspecially for The.
@ Home and Harm Magiine Sec- &
@ tion. ®
@ =
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BY G. B. BAMBON,

Animal Husbandry Department, Oregon
Agricultural College,

T 18 questionable whetlier any one

I should engnge in producing pure-

bred swine wlio has not served o
snoecssful apprenticeship with grados
Thire are so muny practical dotails with
which to familiarie one's self that ean
be lenrned g0 much more economieally
with grades, that the foregoing state
ment seems reasonable and conserva-
tive, The purpose of the breeder of
pure-bred gwine is primarily to produce
boars which by legitimate advertising
and lots of eloquence he may sell to
pork producers at o price which will
permit him to continue his existence
upen the earth and his business of pro-
dueing bonrk,

Some sows will, like the girl-habies
in Indin, enter the eots in which proy-
ers have asesnded for the advent of
male ehildren only; but most of these
fomnle swine eould be pérmitted fo con-

tinue their tax uwpon the forebenranes

of their owners untl they are old
enough to become food for men.

The time s not yet, but it very soon
will be when plonty of breaders in Ore
gou shall raise pure-bred swine, Then
those who sliould have stayed out of
the business will most likely suffer
more or less finaneial loss; Those who
are not producing boars whicli are gaod
enough to improve good grade lerds,
and even those who nre not good ad-
vertisers, will find that their wares v
& drug on the mirket.

Much Interest in Preduction,

Up to the present time conditions
have been peculinrly favorable to pro-
ducers of pure-bred swine, They have
not been too numerous snd there hus
been a tremendous interest in pork pro-
duction. And most of these produvers
and would-he producers of pork have
heeded thessospel of good sires. The re-
sult has been an active demand for
boars. Too often the domand has ex-
coeded the supply of good onoz so that
men hiave been indueed to embark in
the produstion of pure-breds without =
proper eonception of their work, Every
day letters come to the offive asking
wlhese sows of various breeds ecan he
hnd and frequontly some remark ia
dropped wwhich indicates that they must
bo had eheap,

Too frequently these letters show nn
absolute lnek of knowledge of the mont
commonplace detaila of hog raising, In
angwering these letterds in as constien-
tious a manper as possible, we aofton
wonder how long the monay these wmen
have will koop them going.

Occupation Anciont One,

Bwine riising i8 an anelent oeenpa-
Sion, even 11 not counted honorshle by
o none lews ancient Jows, and be-
sntno of the economy with which it Lfan
be produced, pork will likely be a staple
grocery for a leng time to come. Bub
tho production of purebred broeding
steck is an exigenoy of modern econdi-
tiovs, to whicn those who heve airendy
made u suceess of raising market swine
arg best fitted. The wealthy man who
has never raised grade swine and who

tokes n fancy to some pure-breed may |®

win somo prizes, but he is not likely
to leave a permanent imprint on the
ewine in which he chaness to placs
bon=s. Such a mnan often serves his

community well by maeking available |

for breeding purposes animals which he
brings in, but it is rare that he hao
the judgmen' or good fortune to mnaia
wisely enough to produce pigs whieh are
goeod enough 1o improve the hrovd
Swine bresd
kivds of livestock, are wspally to the
manor born, Acutsness of oheprvadic

o, Hies hresders of nther

Judpmeat to Astermine what will-kup
pen befory 1% doos kapren (the judy
mant based ex » well grounded Lasvi

g & L M
Yorkshire Sowa at Oregon Agrinpliural Ceilega Btock Farm, tmi

edge of inberitance), infinite capacity
for details with the courape to gend to
the feod lot 'good animals which nre
not quite good enough to wee as breed-
ers, liberulhity in feeding eo ns to de
velop all the possibilities innate in his
young stock—these are some of the
qualitics which help to ward off foil
ure for the brecder of pure-bred owine,

Way to Success Toid.

Sugeess and failure as here used rofor
to the nehievement of the broeder as o
breeder, net as o financir, A man may
be successful cither as a hreeder or
financier and uot s tho ctier or both,
or he may sucooed as Lol

If mone but those who have alroudy
familiarized {hemselves with some breed
through grades of that breed, engaged
in raising pure-breds, most of them
wonld probably breed the kind which
thoy know best, There ig really litile
choiee in the fat breeds otlier than that
existing in the minds of the breeders,
present and  prospective, Good indi-
vidualy a5 well as poor ones are found
in oll the hresds. It might be added

that the peor and medioere are great-
Iy in the majority a8 eompared with
the best representatives of tho several
sorth; but this is no more than could
be said of ell kinds of suimals, inelud-
ing men,

Judgment mugt be exerclred in select-
ing a foundation of whatever breed is
decided ypon, and good individuals with
good ancestry for seversl generations
back nre to be preferred. Good indi-
viduality is of more importance thin
the ancestry or than ary one individual
in the ancestry, For pedigreed serubs
exist and oceurin 4ll breeds, and while
these often bhreed Detter than them-
golves, thoy should not be chosen; for
what they contribute directly to {heir
offspring drags downwerd rather than
upward from the average of the breed.

The average of no breed is good
enough for foundation otock,

The foundation purshazed should be
hetter than the averaga of the breed,
and as much better then the pocketboole
will afford, Tf it will not afford &=
good as the avernge, kesp on raising

grados until it will afford it.
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Raising Fine Hogs in the Northwest

Bome Ideas on the Best Way to Breed and Produce the Farmers®
Morigage Lifters,
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® This is the third of a series
& of artielea by two men well in-
& formed upon what the hog e¢nn &
@ do for the Northwest, @

By JAMES E. WITHYCOME and
E. L POTYER.

PALMOST equnl importance with
poed rations is plenty of exor
LT The zow’ must wol Do

Wlowed to lie didnnd in their pens
doy in and day owt i good strong |
1t barn v vupeeled. They must

Ly e 46 take oxercive, Tn the wall

ern Northwest thiz is often guite dif-
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un equal distance from the floor. This
will prevent the sows from lying down
clogo to the wall and thus erushing tha
pigs. Buech fenders should be put in
temporarily, as they uare only in tha
way and take up a great deal of room
after the pigs have attnined some size.
A good dry floor with light bedding
should be provided, Where there is too
much bedding the pigs are apt to get
tangled in it and erushed by the sow;
This is especiglly true of long, fresh
straw, It is often recommended to ouk
the straw, hut this is unnescsgary if it
is put in o few duys prior to farrowing
so that the sow will have time f0 wonr
it down a little,
Dangers Are Told.

If the sow has beén foil o proper ras
tion und is in comfortable quarters Jit-
tle or no trouble may be expected; if
she hos been fed on an unbalanced ro-

| tion, or i¥ excessively poor or exoes-

sively fat, or if she is unduly exposed
to tha eald and wet, various troubles
may be expected.

Among these muy be mentioned: diffis
culty in farrowing: weak or dead pigs;
pigs echilled to death; refosing to own
pigs; eating pigs, or crushing pige by
Iying on them,

If the simple rules above outlived nre
followed these troubles will be largely
obvinted, However, if in addition
record of the date of farrowing be kept
and the attendant will be on hand when
the pigs are born, & large number of
pigs may be saved.

When it is quite eold pnd there is dan.
ger of the first pigs farrowed chilling
to death before the others are delivered,
the first may be put in a tub or keg
conttining a jug filled with hot water,
and with @ blanket over it. This will
keep them warm, and when all have
come they may be put back and allowed
to suek,

Sometimes it is necessary to plaes
them in the tub a few times before
menls, In ordinary cases such precau-
ticos are not necessary, Quite often
the seum and mucus covering the pig at
birth will ¢lose up the mnostrils  and
smother the pig, but wiping the nose at
once with a wisp of straw will prevent
this,

Where the sow is extremely rostless
and there is much danger that the pigs
will be trampled or erushed, in spite of
the fenders, they may be removed ona
at & time ns fast ns they come and put
into & warmed tub, ns previously de-
seribed,

Prevent From Eating Young,

Often by keoping them thera for a
few hours, except when with the sow,
for mueking, the sow will quiet down
and thers will be no further danger.
There sre many remedies proposed for
sows eating their pigs, but about the
only real remedies nre preventives,

Bows usually start eating their pige
heesuse of a feverish condition of the
eystem,  Sometimes this is doe to hav-
ing been fod on feeds that were exces-
sively heatproducing, and lacking in
minaral matter and protein sometimes
it is doe to n luek of exercise; often it
is dne to cold, wet and general discom-
furt at farrowing time,

After a fow has once learned to eat
her pigs she will wvery likely do the
aame thing the next time, thaugh the
eondition which ecaused her to begin
the practice be no longer prosent In
other cazes the sow is apparently natar
ally vicious nnd restless, Affer the
habit is onee formed the chances for its
cure are smill, The sow should be sont
to the butcher and the pigs pet with
other sows if possible. Feeding the
sow raw meat, salt pork and varions
other remedies have been suggested, but
they are not reliable, )
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Portabie clectrical machinery has
been invented for gereening coal and
lowding it into wagons,
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