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the wide pluiny where
the provg-buck dwells
the bLunier must some-
times fuce cthirst, as well
ns fire and frost. The
only tlme 1 ever really
suffered from Lhirst was
whille hunting prong buck,

It was late lo the summer. I was
with the ranch wagon on the way to
{oin a round-up, dod ne we Wwore out
of meat 1 started for a day's hunt.

After two op thres hours' rlde, vp
winding coulles, an@ through the
wevrened desolation of patches of Bad
Lonnds, 1 reached the rolling prairie.
The heat pnd dronght hod long bDurned
the short grass dull brown; the bot-
toms of what bad been pools were
coversad with lard, dry, cracked earth.
The day was cloudless, and the heat
oppresslve.  There were many antoe-
lope, but 1 got only one glhot, breaking
u buek's leg: and though T followed It
for & couple of hours T conld not over:
take it. By this time It was lute In
the afternoon, and I was fur nway
from the river; so I pushed for a ereek,
In the bed of which I had always
found pools of water, especinlly to-
wirds the liead, oy s usunl with plains
witercourses, '"To my chagrin, how-
ever, they oll proved to be dry; and
though 1 rode up the oreek bed to-
wird the hetd;, carefully searching for
any wlgn of water, night closed on mwe
betore 1 found any. For two or three
houre I stumbled on, lendlug my horse,
in my frultiess search; then a tumble
over o cat bouk In the dark warned
e thnt I might ns well stay where 1
was for the rest of the warm nlght.
Accordingly 1 unsaddled the horse,
and tled him to o sage brush; afler
awhile he Degun to feed ou the dewy
gross. A fret 1 wos too thirsty to
dleep, FPloally 1 fell Inlo n stmbor,
and when I awoke at dawn I felt no
thirmt. For ap hoor or two more 1
coutinued my senrel for water In the
creek bed; then abaudoned It and rode
gtralght for the river., By the thmne
we reached It my thirst had come
back with redonbled force, wy mouth
wns parched, and the horse was In
guite a8 bad a plight; we rushed down
to the Lelnk, and It seemed an if we
could neither of us ever drink our fill
of the tepld, rather muddy water. Of
conrse this experlénce was merely un-

| .
loping when we wmade long elrcles aft

(er game; the trof, the favorite galt
with eastern park-riders, 1s disliked by
all peoples who bLuve to do much of
thelr life-work In the saddie.

| The first dny'a ride was not attrac:
tive,. The heat was Intense and the
dust stifling, ns we had to drive some
| loose horses for the first few mlles,

and sfterwards to ride vp and down |

| the sandy river bed, where the cuttle
had gathered, to look over some young
steers we had put on the range the
proceding spring. When we dld cotmp

It was by a pool of stagnant water, In

n ¢reek bottom, and the mosqultoes
|wnru n torment. Nevertheless, as
evenlog fell, It was plensant to ¢llmb
| & Hittle Enoll nearby and gaze at the

rows of strangely colored buttes, gross
| elad, or of bare eartlh nnd scorln, thelr

poft reds and purples showing as
| through o hngze, and thelr Irregular out-
| lines gradunlly losing thelr shnrpness
[ In the fading twillght,

My foreman and 1 wspally rode far
off to one slde of the wagon, lopking
out for antelope. Of these we at first
Inr:n' few, but they grew more plentiful
a8 we journeyed onward, approaching

|0 big, seantlly wooded creek, where 1 |

| ot found the prong-horn abundant o
previous sensons. They were very
wiry and watchful whether going sin-
gly or In small parties, god the lay of
the Innd made It exceedingly difficult

to get within range. The last time I |
| had hunted lo this selghborhood was |

In the £all, at the helght of the rutting
senson. Proong-bucks, eveia more than
other gome, seem falrly maddensed by
erolle exeltement, Al the time of my
former lhunt they were In ceaseless
motlon; ench master buck belng Inces-
gantly occupled In herding his harem,
iind fighiting would-be rivalg, while slo-
| gle bucks chnsed single doce as gray-
| hownds ¢hase hares, or else, If no does
were In glght, from egheer excitement
ran to nod fro as If crazy, mclng at
full speed In one dlrectlon, then halt-
tng, wheellng, aud tearing back agnin
Just s hard as they could go.

At this time, however, the rut was
gtill some wecks olf, and all the bucks
had to do was to feed and keep a look-
out for enemles. Try my best, I conld
not get within less (than four or five
hundrved yards, nnd though I took #
niumber of shots at these, or even
longer distances, T missed, If 4 man
Is out merely for a day’s linnt, and has
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r Throwlng the buck Iute the wagon
we continued our jourugy across the
| praltle, uo longer followlng any road,
| aud before sunset jolted down towards
| the big ereek for which we hed leen
|beading, There wore many water |
holes theveln, and timber of consldera.
ble sl#e; box alder aud ash grew lere
{and there in clumps aod fringes, be
glde the serpentine curves of the neir-
ly dey torrent bed, the growth belug
thickest under the shelter of the veca-
glonal low Dbluffs. We drove down to
|8 heavily grased bottom, near o deep,
narrow pool, with, at one end, that
rarest of Juxuries in the plalns coun- |
try, & bubbling spring of pure, cold
| water, With plently af wood, delictous
| water, ample feed for the horses, and |
fresh meat we had every comfort and |
|luxury locldeat to camp life In good |

weather, The bedding was tossed out

| They stood stde by side facing ma, and
vemained mobionles.

on 4 smooth spot beslde the wagou;

the horses were wiatered nod tethered |

to pilcket pilos where the foed wns
best; water was fetéhed from the
spring; a deep hole was dog for the
fire, and the grass roundabout care

fully burned off; and o o few m

iments the bread was boking In the

Duteh oven, the potatoes were bolling,

nntelope steaks were sizzling In the
| feying-pan, and the ketile was ready
for the tea. After supper, eaten with |
the relish known well to every hard-
working nnd successful Lanter, we sal
for half an hour or so round the fire, |
nnd then turned In under the blankets
and listened to the walllng of the
| toyotes notll we fell sound asleep,

We determined to stay In this camp
all day, so as to try and kil another |
proug-buek, as we would goon b past
the good buntivg grounds, I Qid not
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