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" Horaoe stared with somber eyes af
the plate of food.”

ITTLE Horsce was whlking home
from wchool, brilliantly deco-

- rated by & palr of new red mit-
tenn,. A numhbor of hoys WwWare Rhow-
balling gloefully In a deld, They halled
hlm: “Came on, Horace. Wa're hav-
Ing 0 battls"

Horace wan ead, “Neo) he wald, "1
ean't. T've got to go home' At noon
his mother hind admonishod bl “Now.™
Horaee, you ocame stralght home #n
Boon as wohool I8 out. Do you hear?
And don't you get them rlce new mit-
tens all wel, either, Do you hear?
Alno. his aunt had sald: "1 declure,
Emily, 1U's p shame the way you allow
that chlld to ruln his thinge" 8he
had mennt mittens. To his maother,
Horaca had dutifully repiied, “Yos'm."
But he now loitersd In the viclnlty of
the group of upronrious boys, whit wore
yelling Jke hawks an the white balls
New,

Bomae of them immediately annlyxed
thin oxtraordinary hesitaney. “Hah!"
Lty paused Lo scoff, “afrafd of your
new mittens, Kin't you™ Some smaller
boys, who ward not yet so wike In
dinterning motiven, applauded Ihis at-

tack with unreasohable vehemonoe
“A-truy-ad of hls mit-tens! A-fray-ed
of his mitstenn' They sang these

linon to oruel and monotonous music
which I8 as old perhaps ax Amorionn
childheoll and whleh It s the privie
lege of the smancipited sdult to com-
pletely forgot. “A-fray-cd of his mit-
tens!"

Horace cnst u tortured glande towatd
s playmaten, and then dropped hia
oyes Lo the snow at his feel, Prasantly
he turned to the trunk of one of the

AL maple trees Lhat 1ned the oirb,

o madé o pretenne of closely examin-
It the rough and vivlle bark, To bl
mind, thin tamilinr strest of Whilom-
viilo soemod {o grow dark In the thick
shadow of shame. The treos and the
housen weré now palled In purple,

“A-fruy-ed of s mit-tens!” The ter-
Fible musle had In It n meaning from
thie modiit warsdrams of chanting
ehannibals,

Al Inst Florace, with supreme sffort,
rulved His hend, " "Taln't thém 1 care
aboul," he sadd gramy, "'ve gol Lo go
Bome. That's all*”

Whereupon ehth boy  hald his < lefl
foro-fingor an If It wors o ponell wnd
bagun to ahirpen it derlsively with his
right fore-fingor. Thay daume clouar,
and sang ke o tendned chorus, "A-fray-
#4 of his mitiens!"

When he ralked his voles to deny
the oharge 1L won slmply lost In the
Kordiine of the ol He swas dlone
fronting all the traditione of hoyhaod
held befors Him by Inexorable repra-
Rontntivex,  To sach a low stute hnd
he fallon that pne lad, o mers baby,
outfinnked him and then struck hm In
the choek with & heavy snow-ball. The
net wan  feolalmed with loud choprn.
Horacn turned to dart nt his assallant,
but thers wan an Immaillote demounira-
tlon on the othér Nank, anl he founid
himaelf obliged to keep His face Luward
the hllariouk crew of Lormentors, The
baby retresated In mately Lo the fenry of
the crowd, where ha was recelved wilh
fulseme ompliments upon his daring
Horage reatroated slowly up the walk
He continunlly trled to make them hood
him, but the only sound was the ohant,
YA-froy-ed of hin mit-tons!™  Tne this
dosperate withdraowal the  boset  anid
haggard boy suffered more Uhun s the
eommon lot of man
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Cholera Infantum Is &8 name wpplied,
without greatl looseness, o & whole
group of Infantile malndies, These Jif
tar vory much In Important particulars,
but they alko have many charnctoris
ties In common:. For one thing, all ars
disorders of the dlgdstive teact) for nte
othetr thing, ull are cuusned by dhoelean
antd lmproper food, and for st an-
other thing, all dre most pravalent In
Bihmer A famllink  Bynonym  for
cholera Infantum, In faer, lx “summer
complaint.”  But this name In far from
nocurnte, for "summer complaint,” while
most common wnil most dangerous in
the hot monthin, s by no means cons-
fnad to tHe AU

When choler Infantum appears In i
trua form—thnt I8 to suy, an an in-
fectious dynentory—it s an exoeedingly
it dissian at any wnd every seanon,
Severn] dvuthorition suny that the death
rate I8 more than B0 per cent, whleh
means that twodhivds of the enlldren
attacked by 10 die.  In all large oltles
1t 18 eptdemic thraughout the yoaar, and
fn New York, where the dwellings of
the poor are pecullarly erowded and
unsugitary, thore are 12,000 denths from
{L ench yoeur. During the cenwus yeur
1904, when the ldast mortality statistics
wore gathersd by Lhe federal govern
maent, there ware 37,000 deaths from
oholara Infantum In the comparatively
faw oftios and towns that made returns
Thus In the whole eountry the mor
Sality was wall sbove 80,000

Boirg n boy himself, he dld not un-
deratand bove at all, e had of course
the diamnl conéletion that they wers
galng to dog lim te hls grave But
near the dorner of the fleld they sud-
denly seemed to forget 4ll about jt, In-
deed, they possessed only the muleve-
lence of o many Nitter-licaded Apar-
rows.  The intorest had swung cipri-
elowuily to some other moatter, In & mo-
ment they wore oft In the field again,
carouning amid the snow. Homo au-
thoritative boy had probably sald, “Aw,
some on'’

As Uhe pursult cowrod, Horner cenmod
lile retrent. 1ie spent some time in
what wad evidently an attempt to ad-
Jjust his self-respect, and then hegan
to wander furllvely down toward the
group, He, too, had undergons an im-
portant change Perliaps his  sharp
agony was only as durable as the ma-
Involence of the otliere. In thig boy-
fgh 1ife obodience Lo wome unformulated
crged of moanners was enforced with
enpricious, but merciless, rigor. How-
wver, they wore, after all, his comraden,
his friendly,

They dld not heed his return. Thoey
wora engaged In an alteréation, It hud
avidently hien planned that this battle
wis between Indlans and soldlers. The
smoallar and weaker hoys had been In-
iduond to appear on Indlans In the in-
iinl skirmish, but they wore now vory
Wiek of It, and were roluetantly, but
steadfintly, aMrming their denire for n
change of ciste, The larger boys had
all won great distinetion, devietuting

Indiansy materlally, and they wiahed
the war to go on as plannéd  They
explined woelferousty (hat It wias

proper for the soldidry always to theanly
thie Indlans.  The lttle boys Hd nol
pratend to deny the troth of this ar-
gumaent; they confined themselves to
the simple stalement that, in that orwe,
they wished to be wsoldlers. Hach Iit-
tle boy willingly appedlod to the oth-
ers Lo remaln Indlans, but as for him-
gelf, he reftersted Lis desirs th enlist
as & moldler, The Inrger bhoys were
in deapalt over thils dwarth of enthu-
#lamm In the small Indlans, They nl-
ternately - wheodled and bullled, but
they ocould not pureunds the Tittle Hoys,
who wers really wsuffering drewdful
Humiliallon eather than to submit to
unother onsinught of soldiers, They
word called all the baby nomes thot
had Lthe powaer of siinglng deep Into
thalr pride, but they rematioed Hem,
Then o formlduble lad, o lender ot
ropltation, ons who could whip many
boynr that wore long Lrousers, sud-
denly blew out his chedles wnd shout-
ed, “Well, all right then. Il be an
Indlan mysalf. Now.' The litlle boys
greeted with oheers this additlon to
thelr waarled ranks, and asemed then
gontent. But moatters wore not mend-
ad dn the least, becauss all of the par-
wannl following of the formidabie lad,
with the addition of every outslder,
spontancounly forsoolk the gk nnd de-
clirod thomeelves Indlans There were
now no soldlers, The Indlans had car-
ried  everything unanlmousiy. The
formidable 1ad used his Influence, but
bk Inflidnee could not shake the loy-
alty of his friehds, whis rofused to
fight under any colors but his colorw,
Ploinly there was nothing for |t
tut to coeros the Hiitle onos. The fors
midable lad agaln bocame a soldier,
wnd then graolouwly permiteed o jJoin
Wim wll the redl Aghtlng strongth of
the erowd, leaving behind n mast for-

lorn band of litile Indinnk, Then the
noldiers attacked the Indiany, exhort-
Ing them to opposition at Lhe ssme
thme.

The Inillwne ol AF8L adepled g polley
of hurrled survénder, but this had no
guccess, s none of the surrenders
ware Accopted, 'They then turned to
flee, bawling oul  protests The fe-
roclous soldlera puramd thom  amid
shouts, The battie widened, developing
wll manner of marvelous detall

Hornee hnd  turned ftowsred  hamo
pevarnl thmes, bhut, as o matter of foet,
this weons Jeld hlm b o spell Tt wans
faspinnting bevond wnything whieh the
gErown mnan understpnds He had al-
ways In the back of his head g
ol gallt, even » fpending
punishmont for disobedionos, biul Lhey
conld not welgh with the delithim of
this snow bnttin

wenne

nense of

11
One of the ralding woldlors. espying
Horaes, cnllod out o passing “A-frng
il of hin mit-tenn?”  HMorace Afnched
At this rencwul, and the other lad
paumed to tmupnt him agaln.  Hornoo

HIS NEW MITTENS

reoopnd smome snow, molded It into &
hall, and Mung It at the other, Ko
erled the bhoyp, "you're an Indian. nre
you? Hey, fellers, hero's an Indian
that ain't been killad yet” He and
Hornce angnged In a duel In which
hoth were {0 puch Baste 1o mold spow-
halla that they had lttle time for alm-
Ing.

Horace onece struck his opponent
aruardly In the chest. "Hay,” he shout-
ad, “"vou're desnd. You ¢an't fght mny
more,-Pete. 1 killed youw You're dead.”
The other boy MNuahed rod, but he
continued frantioally to maoke ammus
nition.  “You mnever tourlied me," he
ratortad glowering. "You never touch-
¢ me. Where, now!" he added de=
fliintly, “Whepre'd ¢ou hit me?”

"On the ‘cont! RIgHt on your bropst,

You can't fight any more, You're
G]'.“(I." 4

“You never!"

I dlid, too. Hey, fellers, daln't he
Jeud? 1T Bt "l sgiteee,"

“He never!”

R

\N

“MiZ NEAD HVHSe Lovw"”
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Nobody tnd sgen the affalry but nome
of the boys took sides In absdlute ae-
gordanes with thely felendship for sne
of the coneurned partlos. Hopaod's op-
ponent  wenl about contendling, “He
never touched me. He never came near
me. Hg neviér came near mo"

The fermidable lender now came for-
waord and accosted Hornce. “What was

you? An Indlan? Weil, then, yYou're
dead—that's all. He hit you. 1 saw
him*

"Moot shrielkod IMorace. "Ho nover

e within n nille of me—-"

At MUt momet he hoard his hame
catled I n tertidn famitiuy tune of two
notes, with the last fAote shrelll and
prolonged, He looked towsred the slde-
wilk, and saw hte mother standing
thore In her willow's weeds, with two
hrown paper parcels under ler arm.
A sllonee had fallen upon wll the boysa
Hornee moved slowly townrd his moth-
or.  Blie did not weem Lo nota his ap-
pronol; ke woak gasing sustorely off
through the taked brunches of the ma-
plod whore two orlmson sunset bars
luy on the deap blug aky

At a dislance of len
made o desperate venbure
he whinsd, “ean't 1 siny
whila?"

N ahe

Hornes

pacaE,
"oy ma
out  for

([}

anawercod  solemnly, “'you
come with me”" Hormen knew that pro.
Ma; it was the Inoxorable profile. Hut
bo eontinued to plond, hocausa It wan
not Beyond Hix mind that o grest show
of sufféring now might dlminish her
sulfering later.

He aid not dare to look back ot llas
playmntes, 1L wan already o pabll
ponndal that he conld not sthy out ue
aother he coulid lm-
aging his that He  hud

1)
now

Inte nn hoys,

#tanding

boeon ugnin drugged off by his mother
In sight of the whole world, He wan

m profoundly miserabis humsn being.

Aunt Murtha opened the door for
thom. Light streamed about Ther
stealght skirt.  TOh" she sald, “su

you found lim on the rond, eh? Wall,
I declure! It wns nbout time!”

Hpraee slunke Into the kitochen, The
ntove, spraddilng out on s four fron
legs, was gently humming. gount Mars
thi had cvidently just lighted the lamp,
for she went to It and began to twis
the whok experimentally.

“‘Now,"” sald the mother,
them mittenn”
y Horaee's chin annk. ‘The aspiration
of the eriminal, the passionate desire
for an asylum from retribution, from
Justlos, was afname In his heart. “I—
J—don't—idbn't know whers they are”
he gasped finally ns he passed his hand
gv¥ar his pochkots
““Hornce Intoned his mother, “you
ara telling me a niory!"

Tain’t o mtory,” he answoersd, just
above Lls breath, He looked llke a
ehogp-gtoaler,

“lot's oo

.I:tlu mother held him by the arm,
und begun to search hin pockets. Al-
most ot once sho wis abla to bring
forth & pilr  of vory ‘wet mittene.
UWell, T declare!” erled Aunt Martha.
The two women went close to the lamp,
and minutely ' examined the mittenn,
terning them over and over. After-
wards, when Horace looked up, his
mother's sad-Uned, homely face was
furned toward him, He burst Into
tears. His mother drew a chalr near
the stove. “Just you sit there now,
untll T tell you to git oft.” Ha sldled
meekly Into the phalr. His mother and
hin nunt went briskly about the busi-
ness of preparving supper.  They did
not displany & knowledge of his exist-
ence; they carrled sn afect of oblivion
so fur that they even did not speak
to each other, Presently, they wont
into the dining and lving room; Her-
ace  could lear the dishes ratiling,
His Aunt Marthn brought a plate of
food, placed it on @ cholr near him;
and went away without a word.

Hornce instantly declded that he
would not touch a morsel of the food.
He had ofton used this ruse In dealing
with his mother. He 4ld not know
why It brought her to terms, bul oer-
talnly 1t sometimes did,

The mother looked up when the sunt
returnedt to the other room, “In he
ontin' his supper? she asked.

The malden sunt, fortified in lgnor-
s, gnzed with plty and  contempt
wpon this interest. “Well, now, Emlily,
how do I know?" sahe querled. “"Wan 1
golt' e stand over him? Of all the
worryln® you do about that chlld! It's

W oshame the way you're bringing up
thnt chia
Yell, e pught to et something, It

won't do fur him to g0 without eatin'”
the mother retorted weikly.

the polloy of edncesslon which

seorning
thexe
words meant, uttered u long, contempt-
uous sigh,

Aunt  Martha, profoundiy

111

Alone In the kitohen, Horace stared
with somber eyes at the plate of fpod,
For a long time he betrayed no sign
of yielding. His mond wns adaman-
tine. He was resolved not to sell his
vengeance for hread, cold ham, and a
pickle, and yet it must be known that
the sight of them affected him powar-
fully. The plokle In partioular was
notable for Its seductive charm: He
surveyed It darkly.

But at last, unable to longer endure
hi state, his attitude In the presence
of the plekle, he put out mn Inquisitive
finger and touched it, and it was conl
and gresn and plump. Then a full
vonception of tho eruel woe of his sit-
uation swept upon him suddendly, and
his eyes flled with tears, which began
to move down his cheeks. He sniffed
Hin heart wak blick with hatred. Hae
painted In Wis mind seenes of deadly
ratribution, His mother would  be
taught that he was not one to endure
persecution meekly, without ralsing an
nrm in his defense. And so his dreanis
were of a slaughter of feclings, and
near the end of them his mother was
pletured as coming., bowed with paln,
to his feet. Woeoping, she Imploreg
his charily. Would he forglve Her?
No; his onee tender henrt had been
turned to atone by her Injostice, He
could not forgive her. She must pay
the Inexorable penalty.

The first [tem In this horrible plan
wias the refusal of the food. This he
knew by exparlence would work havoe
In his mother's heart, And g0 he
grimly walted.

But suddenly [t occurred to Wim that
the firat part of lle revenge was o
dunger of falllng, The thought struck
Him that his mother might not eaplit-
ulale In the u=ual way. According to
s recollection, the time was more
than  dus when she should come in,
worrled, sadly affectlonate, and ask
bim if he was 111 Tt had then been his
custom to hint In a resigned volce
thaut he wns the viotim of seoret disense,
but thut he preferrod to suffer in si-
lence und alone, If she wux obhdurate
In hay anxiety, he always asked her
in & gloomy, low volee to go sway and
leave him to sulfer Ip sllence and alone
In the durkness without fond. He had
krnawn this manoeuvering to result
even in ple.

But what was the meaning of the
long pause and the stillness? Had his
old and valued ruse betrayed him? A=
the truth sank into his mind, he su-
premely loathed life, the world, his
mothaer. Her heart wos beating back
the bealegers; he was o defeated ohild.

He wept for a time before declding
upon the final stroke. He would run
away. In o remote cornsr of the world
he would become somée sort of bloody-
handed person drivei to a life of crime
by the barbarity of his mother. BSha
should never know his fate, He would
torture her for years with doubts and
doubits, and drive her implacably to o
repontant grave. Nor would his Aunt
Muartha escape. Some day, a oontury
hence, when his mother was dead. he
would wreite to his Aunt Martha, and
point out her part in the blighting of
Il life. For one blow wguinst Him now
he¢ would, In time, deal back a thou-
sand; aye, ten thousand

He arose and took hi® coat and cap.
An ho moved stealthily toward the door
Ne ecast o glanes backward at the
plekle. He was tempted to take It
but he knew M he left the plate In-

violnte his mother would féel even
WOrse,
A blus snow was falllng. People

bowed forward were moving briskly
nlong the walke, The elpotrlc lamps
hummed amid showers of finkes. As
Hornee emoerged from the kitchen, a
shrill squall drove the flakes nround the
carnar of the houss, He cowered away
from I, and Its vielence [Nlumined his
mind vaguely in new direotions Ha
dellberated upon & cholee of remote

sornnrs of the globe. He found that
he hiad no plans which were definlte
enough In o geographical way, but

Iogs of time he declded
upon California, He moved briskly as
far ns his mother's front gate on the
roud to Callfornia. He won off at last.
His succons was o trifto dreadful; his
throat choked, :

Bul at the gite he paused. He did

without much

not kknow If his Journey to Californin
would be shorter If he went down Ni-
dgarh Aveniue opr off through Hogan
Stroet, As the storm was very ocold
and the polnt was very linportant, He
declded to withdraw for feflection tb
the wood-shed, He entered the dark
ghanty, and took sest upon the old
dhopping-block upon which he wait sup-
posed, to perform for a few minutes
avery afternoon when he returned from
nchool. The wind screamed and shout-
ed at the loose boards, and there wan
a rift of snow on tha floor to leeward
of o crack.

Here the iden of atartlng for Call-
fornla on sueh o night departed frotn
hig mind, leaving him ruminating mis-
erably upon his martyrdom. He saw
nothing for It but te slesp &1l nlght
in the wood-shed and start for Call-
fornia in the morning bright and carly.
Thinking of his bad, he kicked over
the floor and found that the Innumer-
able chips were all frozen tightly,
bedded in fce,

Later e viewed with joy soms sighs
of exellement In the house. The fare
of o lamp moved rdpidly from window
to window. Then the kitthen door
sldmmed loudly and a shawled fgurs
Eped toward the gate. At last he wan
maklng them feel hie power. The
ahivering ohild's face was 1t with sa-
turnine glee ak In the dorkness of
the wood-shed he gloated over the evi-
dancer of consternation In His hone,
The shawled flgure had been hls Aunt
Marthn dishing with the alarm to the
nelghbors,

The eold of the wood-shed was tor-
menting him.  Heo endured only he-
ciube of the terror he was causing.
But then It ogevered to him that, If
they Instituted a search for him. Lhey
would probubly eramlne the wood-
nhed,” He knew that it would not be
muanfitl to be cauglit wo soon. He wis
not positlve now that he was golng to
remaln away forever, but at any rate
he was boupd to Inflict some more dam-
nge bhefore pllowing himeelf to bhe cup-
turad. Tf he merely succeeded In madk-
Ing his mother angry, she wonld thrash
him on sight. He must prolong the
tme In order to be safe; If he held
out propely, he was sure of a weltome

of love, even though he alould drip
with erimoes,

Evidently the storm had Inereased,
tor when he went out JL swung him

violently with Its rough and merclless
strength. Panting, stung, half-blinded
with the driving fakes, lie Was now
a walf, exlled, friendless;, and poor,
With a bursting heart, he thought of
his home and his mother. To his for-
lorn vizion they were af far away as
heaven,
TV,

Hornea wis ufdetgolng changes of
focling so rapldly that he was méraly
moved hither and then thithér ke a
Wite. He was now aghast at the meret-
lesg ferocity of his mother. It was Khe
who had thrust him into this  wild
gtorm, and she was perfectly Indifferent
te his fate, perfoctly Indifferent. The
forlorn  wanderer could no longer
weap, The strong wobe caught at his
thront, muaking his breath come In
short, qulek snufMes. All In him was
conquered save the enlgmatical child-
Ish 1deal of form, manner. This prin-
ciple still held out, and it was the only
thing between him and  submission,
When he surrenderad, he must surrend-
fr in & way that deferred to the unde-
fined code; He longed sbmply to go to
the kitchen and stumbls in. but his
unfathomable senne of fitness forbado

him,
Presently he found Jimsslf at the
head of Ningara Avenue, starving

through the snow Into the blazing win-
dows of Stlekney's buteher shop. Stick-
ney wis the famlly buteher, not so
much because of 4 #superlority to other
Whilomylile butchers as becanse he
lived next door and had been an Intls
mate. friend of the fathor of Horaco
Rows of glowing pige hung haud down-
wird buck of the tables, whisl bors
hiige pleces of red boef. Clumps of at-
tenunted turkeys wers sunpeanded hoere
and there. Stlckney, hale and smiling,
was bantering with & woran in a
cloak, who, with a monster busket on
her arm, was dickering for elght cents'
worth of something. Horace watched
them through a frosted pane. When
the woman camas out and passed him,
he woent toward the door. He touched
the Iawteh with hisn fAonger, but with-
drew pgiin suddondly to the =idewallk,
Inside Stlekney was whistling chiverily

--by Stephen Crane

and assoriing his knives,

Finally Horave went despoeratply fors
ward, oponed tha door, and bntered the
shop, Hin head hung low. 8tickney
stopped whintling, “Hello, young man,"
he crled, “what brings you here?”

Horacs halted, but eald nothing. He
swung one foot to and fro over the
ew-dust floor

Stlckney had placeil hig tweo fat hands
palms downward and wide spart at the
table, In the attitude of a butcher fae-
Ing a customer, but now he stradght-
ened.

“Heore," he sald,
What's wrong, kidy'

“Nothin’," answered Horace, husiily.
Ho ldbored for o moment with some-
thing in hls throat, and afterwards
added, “O'ny—I've rah away, and—-*

"Rin wwvay!" shouted Stilckney. “Run
away from what? Whet"

"Prom—homs,"” angwered Horace 1
don't Hke It there any mora, I * Ha
had arranged an ormtion to win the
nympathy of tha butcher: he had pra-
pared o table setting forth the mbrits
of Hig chse In the most loglonl fash-
lon, buot H was &M If the wind had
beon knocked out of hig imind. "I've
run awsy, I a

Btlckney reanched an ehormous hand
over the array of besf. and firmly
grappled the emigrant. Then he swung
himuxelf to HMorace's side. His face wan
stretched with laughter, snd he play-
fully whook hile prisoner, “"Chmeé—coine
—eome. What dashed nonsense s this?
Run away. hey? Run away?' Where-
upon the eldld's long-tried spirit found
vont In howls,

“Come, come" sald Stickney busliy,
“Never mind now, never mind. You
Just como along’ with me. T be all
right. T fix [t Never you mind."

Flve minutes later, the butoher, with
&ogrent ulster over Hie ppron, was lead-
Ing the boy homewnrd.

At the very threshold, Horice ralsed
his last flag of pride, "No—no,"” he
gobbad. “I don't want to. I don't want
to go In there” He braced his foot
axnlnst the step, and mode o very ro-
upectable ronlstanco

“Now, Horace,'" erigd the hitcher, He
thrust open the door with a bang.
“Hello there!' Across the dark kiteh-
an the door to the lving-room ppened
and Aunt Martha appearsd. *You've
found him!" she serewmad

“We've como to make a call, roared
the butcher. At the entrance to the
Uvlng-room a sllénce fell upon them
nll. Upon a ‘couch, Hornce saw hins
mother lying lmp, pale as deaih, her
eyoes glewtming with paln, There was
an electrle pausa before she swung A
wixen hind toward Horacoa “My child,”
she murmured tremulously. Where-
upon the slnister person addressed,
with a prolonged wall of grief and
Joy, ran to her with speed. “"Mp—mal!
Mo—ma! Oh, ma—mn!” She wop not
nhle to speak In & known tongue as sho
folded him i her weak arms,

Aunt Marlha turned deflantly upon
the butcher because har face betrnyed
her. Bhe was crying, She made a gos-
ture.  half military, halt feminine,
"Won't you linve n gliss of our root-
besr, My, Stlckney? We make it our-
nelves,

“what's wrong?
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s « + « Some sort of
5 hloody-handed person.”

t he wost virnlent and dangevoul form
of the piulady I8 endned by & minute
torganiam now bellaved to be entiesl
4wtlh the gorm wileh couses the terrible
(ndult dymoniery of troplon Thip
gorm  was  dlscoverad by o Japanese
polentint named Ehlgn In 1888, wnid bhuo
terlologisls have therefore cilled 1t the
Pactllus dywentirine Shign, Two yours

1

the

tnter the eminont Ameriean blologist,
e, Blmon Flaxner, digtoversd an or-
gantem of similhe wppenrance In the
tissnens of n patlent pamed Harrls al

Maniin, and ta this was given the namne
of baclilum dysonteriae Floxner, or Flex-
nor-Harrin
two Hisctill ware
diyd Mitee then It hus Heor
[bonidea dauning troplon] dysentoty’ Lhey
aroa wino causing cholery Infantim

A Rroat wble
studying cholerm infantum and It on
Rookefoller
Hirah-
Hopkins Hospital and st

It was soon noted thint the
Idontical

praotically

fOvnd

many men Ard now

ganlsm, partloulirly at the
Inetitute In Now York D L. K
herg at the

some of the

Gorman universitien. No
fur dipensn

but thors Is good repson
to helfeve thui within a fow
protective vaccine will be perfeoted
When that le sccomplished It will b
possible to varcinate chilldren against
gholera Infantum Just ks they
now yaieinmted agalinst smalipox
It {a evident that this will mean & great
reduction In lofantile mortallty—a most

coartaln cure the has hoon
dimooversd yet

YORTR W

Are

tmportant matter for the buman race
an 4 Whole

The cholern Infantuim baclilug 1iKe |
that of typhold fover, practically nlwayn
entors the body through thoe stomach
wnd by the medium of bad mllk or con
timinated food 1t lves and bresds In
the nteatinal tract aud wends forth very
powerful toxine or polsons, These
toxing cause mont of the famitiar Kymp-

toms of Lhe discase—the vomiting, the

noute dlarchoea, the fover, the abhdoml
nnl padns and the rapld wasting  of
pirengih The ondlaught s »o severs

IHml tha 1ietle patdent sometimes dios
within a work, anid even when recovery |

ntthek convilesconod s al-

follows an
I“ avh njow ahd preciriogs,

of puddden e

o the ki

and oollapks In

gor Llhse

Alwnys great {

In Ity war on this tercible malndy

modern medloine must depend as yot

rlly erude

on winpohs thnt are necoss
An aftort In mude to remove the baellil
And thelr toxine from the I(ntestines Mll
Ierigation, and sUmulants ars employed
1‘“ enmbat the distressing exhatstion !
In adiditlon, the fover and other symp-
toms are combatted In the manner thst
supms lekat harmfyl and an effort (s
mada to adminlster nourishment. Fur- |
ther than that nothing can be done, and |
o 1t In not remarkable that twosthivde |
of the childreén who develop true cholara |
infantum die of It

In many indeod, the physlolan
Is practically impotent aud so must

confine imuelf to making the doomed
1 as comfortuble and to prevent-
Ine the mpread of the disense to other

Hidren 46 the houschold for cholern
infantum, ns hos been mentloned, is de-
clidedly infections, and every Cass In apt
to ho followed by other cases,

Therefore, when the diseRse appears
in o houso, 1t 8 wall to employ, the same
unrde against Ite aprond as would
ployed In n cane of typhold. AN
Lhi tied elothes and other fabrice In use
in tha slok reom should be well sonked

in mild solutlon of soine effective
germlcide—onrbolle agld or corroxive
uhlimate; tor Instance—hetore thoey are
LAl ut with tho rest of the family

tmnndry, and care should be exerclsed
In dinpositg of the whter used to waak
the putlent, Other appropriate precau-
will sugmest themieives when It
| remembered that the Intestines of the
{ and thelr socretions are falrly
Jive with virolent bactill

To pravant chiolera Infantum it |8 nae-
psnry. fret, to reduce the risk of direct
nfection to the minimum, and secondly
1 Keep the child In good general
hinl g0 that. in case of chance in-
feciion, 1t may ba In a condition to
¢ n guecessful Nght against the dls-
ense. Both results may be attalned by
o praner supervision of 1ta food supply.
1t muat be fod Intelligently and It must
gt pure food—which means, not food
which merely looks gaod and amells
gobd, but food whish Ia nourishiug,

eunlly digested  and absolutely free of
all deleterious organisms,

It is a tampetitable fact, but one which
no observant physlelun will deny, that
mother-love causes almost s many
deaths nmong bables as mother-neglect.
About the business of “ralsing” biahies
—cartninly the most Important profes-
slon, by Immense odds, in all the wm‘hll

there hae bean grouped a mass of tra- |
ditiens and superstitions whose prac-
tienl effect Is n neddless and enormous
Increase In the Infantile death rate.

Anclent grandmothers, intrenched he-
hind the fuct that they have “ralsed
a domen ¢hildren and logt none’ Ap-
pear with all sorts of ridlculous lore

regarding baby food and baby dressing,
and it takes a great ddnl of Armness
Ahd Ingenully on the part of the physl.
elan 16 combat them and put them to
rout. Too often he ls put to rout him-
eelf, and hus to content himself with
rectitying the damage they have
wotrked,

The present wrlter was once called
in, for Instance, to ¢ase the last ma-
ments of & poor Wttls child whose life
was ending at four months. The baby
had oholera infantum and was dving of
It, and nothing gould he done but make
Its death painleas And why wnas |t
dving? Elmply because Its grand-
mother—a presumably sane and Intelli-
gont woman—had Insisted that It he
given & “tasta' of every dlah eatéen by
its mother, on the theory that it wowld
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thus progress most enslly and sufely
from a dlet of milk Lo one of adult food
The poor c¢hild's digestive apparitus
wae broken down antirely by this in-
eredible barbarity, and stray germe of
cholora Infantum found It sin casy vie-
tim. Yet If the grandmotheér had Leen
told that she was directly and unmis-
takibhly respongible for the baby's denth
sl would have protested most vio-
lently and, In all probability, would
have Instituted an actlon for eriminal
slandear;

Buperstitions such an thita are by no
means few, nor are they confined to
the Ignorant, Many a mother of un-
doubted Intélligence provides her baby
with one of the rubbar or Ivory nipples
called “"pomforters” or “pacifiers.” The
theory of this |s that the “padifier” will
keep the baby qulet, divert 1t from
sucking its thumbe and, by giving It
somothing to ampioy Its gums upon.
help it to eut [ts testh Thin Is tha
thoory. In sobar reallly, the “pacifler”™
merely sorves to make the baby guery-
fous and peeviah, to teach It bad
habits, and to A1l 1ta mouth and body
with the germs of halfl a doxen dlspusas
—from cholera Infantum to diphtheria
and from chicken pox to meningitls,

The buby Is dumpad Into Its perambu-
later, with a “pacifier” in Its chubby
fist, and a nurse girl is told off to take
eard of 1t. In a momant It drops the
vpacifier” and the nurse girl rescues
the deadly implement from the aldes
walk. [If abe 1s omreful, she wipes It
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with her apron or handkerohlef; If not
she Jums it inte the bab¥'s mouth with-
out renovation, In elther case, there
are ten chances to one that it 1s falrly
allve with germis, Wiplng a thing with
an wpron, of dusting It with a brush; or
washing 11 with soup, does not rid it of
the organisms of diseass. The only
wiy to do that effactively Is to boll It
steadlly for at least half an hour. And
whaoaver hoard of a nurse giri who
bolled her charge's “pacifier” for half
wn hour before putting 1t to ity Asgust-
ing nnd nefarious wses?

In  “pacifiers"” rubbet rings, and
things of that dort cholera infantum
Wes,  Dnie suthority estimates that from

# 10 10 per cent of &l deaths smang Ins
fanty lexs than two yoars old nro.r]un
tir Infectlons by such or simllar means,
The average child, luckily snough, has
an almost uncanny powsr for resisting
virolent organisme= Its hold upon lite,
despite lte phyvaloal wonkness, |s SLrong.
and It has a wondesful capacity for re-
covery. If that werd not true, the aver-
nge child, In the face of {t2 almost con-
stant exposure, wonld die

Thera i no truth whatever in the
common superatition that ehildren must
have semething on which to exercise
thelr gums. The baby'e liking for such
things s a habit, pure and simple, and
a2 bad babit

It s Just ns ensy to teach It to A
without Ity rubber fing—Jlust as eany
and n greal deal more humane and ses=

slble.




