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ST. JOHN'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

St Jobns Cathobie Charch was erected
thie yenr 1845 and blessed February 8. 1840,
It 5 thus, tle oldest of all Chitliahie charahes
on the North Pacific Coast, and perhigps th

st of all denominational churches, when
considered as a house ot worshigp to  the
present day. an o its origmal  completenes
and almost vanpaired state of preservation
Judmmg Irom s dimensions and the mater
il used in bu g i, one wounld paturally
he astonished on being intormed that 1t cost
Bas.000 o fushoi

St Johin's Charely of Orvegon City, can
wstly be called the  mothes ehoureh ol all
Cutholic churches of the North Pacific
Coasl, s recor I-'-"|'[ !".‘ the late Mopst
’ ‘\ J |‘II..:|'I .‘H] l"l]].:ill many nicrest
g data as to) the history of the parish
That venerable and zealons pussionaty of
Iy EOn -‘.-_\- ha= this to =iy

“The town of Oregon City, having in

[

' .-.-._-.w-'n-- W_q'll"'“ A

g o, 0 N LS

ST
requiring the  presence  of g
Modeste Demers—iud

"rr:|-\rn1 and
Catholic priest, Rey,

rerwards Bishop of Vancouver Island—went
there to reside in the Fall wof o843, Hi
rented a house from Me, Pomiroy al $10.00

where he held divine aservice on
Sundays. He remained there until the Fall
of 1834 Rev. Father DeSmet arrived from
Furope by senin the month of Aungust, 1844.
with five Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
(Relginm), and seven Fathers of the Society
of Jesus (S, Y.), one of whom, Father F.
DeVos, took charge of Oreégan City, whilst
Father Modeste Demers took charge of St
Paul, During the absence of Viear-General
Blanchet, who left [or Burope in December,
1844, the churches of Oregon City and St
Panl were built. The former wis blessed
and opened for public worship February 8,
1846, by Rev. F. DeVos, Go Y. On the 6th
day of September, 1847, Rev, P. MeCormick
took charge of Oregon City, and rematned
there until 1850, The Sisters of Natre Daine
de Namur, who had arrived in Oregon City
in company with Father DeSmet, at first had
tiken up their residenc in the presbytery

house at present occupied by the Ben. Sis-
ters—tsing the same also as a schoolhouse
until the Spring of 1840, when they moved
to o new building, situate on o block below
the ‘creck,” and donated by Dr. John Me-
Lovghlin, They, afterwards, in 1853, left for
California, On December 22, 1848, N. F.

a month

Blanchet. on heing promoted to the arcin
sopal dignity, took up s residence at
gon City, whence he, as well as s
successors in office, recerved, and still retain
the title, *Roman  Cathohe \:'|'|:iu'-][n'|n ol
Oregon Citw.'

“In 1850, Archinshop Blanehet removed to
Portland, then ns yet a small but already
profmising towil, Before the appointment of
the pre<ent Rev, A. Hillebrand, in
1888, 1o less thun 25 priests have had ¢harge
nf St John's Church, of whom there are v
Right Rev.

[Mi510r,

g veL: Nishop AL Glorieux, o
Boise (City, Ldaho; Rew, I', Gibney, Port-
lind, and Rey, JTames Raow, of St. Paul, Or,

“In February, 806, the golden jubilee of

the dedication of St _Iuhu'w wits celebrated

amidst @ concourse of priests and people
irrespective of ereed, the late Archhishap W.
I, Gross presching v this Oecasion a mosy
clogiient fabilee sermon
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JOHN'S CHURCH

The parish records show that from 1843
to 1000 abiont 285 marnages were solemmized
and more than 1100 baptisms of wfants and
wedulis respectively, comlerred, At piresent
the nuimmber ol the faithinl belonging to St.
John's Churel is about 330,

“In 1886 St John's Parochial School was
erected hy Rey. James Rauw, and the Ven.
Benedictine Sisters 1‘i.1l_l‘l] in L'h-'[l';_‘_t' of it,
who to the present day perform their labori-
ous work with zeal, carnestness and success
coqually admired by Catholics and non-Cath
alics.  In 1803 the present pastor. on ac
count of the increase of pupils, enlarged the
school, and at present there are on the reg
ister 100 pupls enrolled,

“OfF all lay members of §t. Joln's Churel,
Dr. John MeLoughlin has and always will
be held m the highest esteem by his co
religiomsts, having been the noblest
factor of St John's Church, ds testified by
Rev. F. DeVaos, 8 G, its first pastor. This
noble and seli-sacrificing man calls forth the
admiration of Catholics not only, but non
Catholics, as shown by Mrs. Eva Emery
Dye, of Oregon City, in hes beauntif] eliron
iele, “MeLoughlm and Old Oregon.” The
parish records show that  Dr. John Me-
Loughlin was born of Catholic parents in
the parish of Riviere du Loup, Canada, Oc
tober 17, 1784, and received private baptism
oft the day of his birth, the haptismal cere-
monies being supplied by the parish priest
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at Kamouraska, November 3 of the same
vear, His iather was a native of Ireland and
his mother. Angeligue Fraser, of Scotch
descent and bornt in Canada, OF seven chil-
dren, he was the seeond, He died at Oregon
City September 3, 1857, well fortified with
the rites of the Catholic Church, and was
buried within the sacred enclosures of St

Tolin's ¢hurcliyard, The humble monunient
erccted over his grave calls him “The Piov
neer and Friend of Oregon,” and  “The

Founder of Oregon City.' K.
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5T, JOAN'S PAROQUHIA L SUHOHL

A residence and study jor the pastor of
St John's Chuarelt s being built on the
churel gronmds which when completed swill
be an elegandly appmnted house and a valu-
able addition 1o the chureh propery

REV. A HILLEBRAND,

Native of Germany, ¢ame to Oregon n
September, 1885, He finished his course of
studies in Europe, where he frequented the
public schools until his roth year. when he
enitered a classieal course of mne years, In
i8R0 He graduated, and for five years pur
sped his university studies, first 4t Munster,
Germany, where he  studied  philosophy,
philology and, the various branches of the-
ology; and then at Louvain, Belgiom, at
the American College and Catholic Univers
ity. He was ordained at Louvain June 28,
1885, by the late Bishop of Vancouyer City,

Washington, A. Junger, and in
1885, he set sail for America, in company
with Bishop Junger. After his arrival in
Oregon. he was appointed missionary priest
of Grant, Crook, Lake, Malheur and Har-
ney Counties. On July 4, 1888, he was ap
pointed by the late Archbishop Gross pastor
of St. John's Church, this city, where he
still performs that fenetion.
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