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FOR CUBA LIBRE

President’'s Message in
the Cause of Hu-
manity.

President MeKinley Monday sent the
bllowing message to the congress of

the United Htates: [

Obedient to that precept of the consti- |
tution which commands the presldent to |
glve from time to time the congress ine- |
formation of the state of the Unlon and
to mcommend 1o Its conslderation such
meisures as he shall judge necegsary and
expedient, It becomes my duty now 1o
addresys your body with regard to the
grave condition that has drisen In the
relations of thoe United Btutes and Bpoin,
by reason of tha worfare that for more
than throe years hos roged In the nelgh-
boring 18land of Cubi. 1 do s0 beonuse of
the Intimate conngctlon of the Cubun
quastion with the state of our Unlon, and
because of the grave relatlons whieh the
course which ia Incumbent upon the natlon
to adopt must needs bear to the tra-
Aitlonal polley of our government, If it
18 to accord with the precepts lald down
by the foundera of the republle and re-
Nglously observed by succecding adminlas-
trations to the presont day.

The Coban Revolution,

The presgent revolution I8 but the sues
eesnor of other similur Insurrsctions which
have ocourred In Cuba ogalnat the do-
minlon of Bpaln, extendlng over o period
of nearly half o century, cach of which,
during s progress,  has sublectad  the
United Btutes to great offort and exponse
In enforcing Its noeuteillty lows, ciused
enormous  loss to American trade and
commerce, coused lreitation, annoyance
and disturbance among our eltlzens, and |
by the excrolss of crucl, barbirous and |
uncivilizad proctices of warfare, ghockod |
tho sensibilitles and offended the Humnne
aympathios of our prople.

Blnee the present revolution begnn, In
February, 1805, this country has soon the
fortile domnin ut our threstiold ravaged
by fire and sword In the courss of n
struggle uneguiled In the history of tho
Island, and rarely paralleled as to the
number of the combatants and the bitter-
ness of the contest by any revolution of
modern times, where a depondent poopla
striving to be froe have booty opposed by
the power of the soverdlgn stute, Our
poople have beheld & once prosporous
sommunity reduced to compnrative want,
Its commerce virtunlly pardlyged, its ex-
captional productivéness  diminiahed, |ta
felds Inld waste, 1ts mills In rulng and
It poopla poerlahing by tens of thousands
from hunger and destitution.

Damage to Ameriean Interests.

We have folt ourselves constralned, In
the observance of that striet neutrality
which our Iaws enjoln and which the laws
of natlons command, to pollee our own
waters and wateh our own seaports in
provention of any unlowful net In wld of
Coba. Our trade has suffered; the caple
lal Invosted by our eltisens In Cubs has
beon Iargely lost, and the temper and for-
bearnnce of our peopls have been w#o
sarely tried as to begel o perllous unrest
among our awn oltigens, which hus inevi-
tably followed Its expression from time
to time In the nationnl loglslnture so that
lasues wholly external to vur body poll-
te engross attention and gtand In the way
of more ¢lose devollon (o domestic ad-
yancement that becomes s self-contented
pommonwealth, whose primal maxim has
boen the avoldance of all forelgn en-
tangloments., All this must needs pwaken
and has Indecd aroused the utmost con-
pern on the part of this government as
woll durlng my predecessor's ag dur-
Ing my own adminlstration

A Previous Effort o0 Hestore Peace.

In April, 180, the evila from which our
country suffered through the Cuban war
became so enormous that my predecessor
made an effort Lo bring about peacs
through the medintion of the government
In any way that might teénd to an honor-
able adfustment of the contest hetween
Bpaln and her revolting colony an the ba-

Ma of some effective mohems of  self-
government for Cuba, onder the fipg
and soverclgnty of  Bpali, It falled,

through the Fefusal of the Spanlsh gov-

arnment then In power to conslder any
form of medlation or indesd any plan
of wettlement which dld not begin with

the actual submission of the Insurgonts
to the mother country and then only on
much terims as Spaln Dersell might seo 0t
to grant

Weyler's Inhomnn
The war continued
sistance of wns In no wiso
Alminished. The eMorte of Spalh were In.
ereased, both by the
levies to Cuhi and by
horrors of the steite, The new and In-
human phase, happlly unpreeedented In
the modern history of elvillged Christinn
people, the polley of devastition and con-

Polley,
unabated
Insurgentn

The ro.

dikpteh of fresh
additions o the

eentration, Inaugurated by the captain-
general's ban of October 21, 188, In the
province of Pinar del Rio, was thenee

extended to embrace all of the Inland to
which the power of the Bpanlards wais
able to reach by occupstion or by milks
tary operntions. The peasantry, Inelud-
Ing all dwelling In the open agrioultural
Interior, were driven fnto the garrisoned |
towna or luolatod pluoes hold by the Bpan-

fwh troops, The ralslig of provistons of

all kinds wis Interdicted Flelds wore

Iadd waste, dwelllngs unroofed and fired,

milly destroywd, and, in short, everyihing

that couwa desolnte the Tand and render it

uniit for human habltation or support

wis commanded by one or the other cone

tending parties and exeouted by all the

powers at thelr disposal,

By the time the present adminiatrntion
took oMce n year ago,
o callod-had beon sfMective over the bate |
ter part of four central amd westerm prov.
fnces, Bantn Clarn, Matanzas, Havana
and Ploar del Rio. The agricultural pop-

reconcentration--

| money

ulation, to the estimated number of 300,-
000 or more, wis herded within the towns
and thelr Immedinte vicinity, deprived of
all means of support, rendered destitute
of shelter, left poorly ¢lad nnd exposed
to the most unsatisfactory conditlons,

Sufferings of Reconcentrados,

As the scarelty of food lacreased with
the devasdtation of the depeopled arens of
production, destitution and want becaume
misery and starvation. Month by month
the denth rate Inereased In alormilng ro-
tlo, and bty March, 1808, according to con-
aervative estimates from otfiiclal Spanigh
sources, the mortality among the récon-
centrudos from starvation and the dis-
eages thereto Incident exoeeded B0 per
centum of the total number, No prictical
rellef) was accorded to the destitute. Tho
overburdenéd towns, alrendy suffering
from the genersl dearth, could glve no
ald. Bo-called zones of cultivation, estab-
Ished within the immediate aren of effect-
Ive military control, about the clties und
fortified camps, proved lllusory ns a rem-
edy for the suffering,
belng for the most part women and chil-
dren, with aged and belplogs men, en-
feebled by disease and hunger, could not
bhave tilled the soll without tools, seeds
or ehelter, for thelr dwn support or lor
the supply of the eltles,

Reconcentration sdopted avowodly as n
War measure, to ecub off the resources. of
the Insurgents, worked {ta predestined re-
pults As I sald In my message of lnst
December, It was not elylllzed warfire:
It was extermihation, and the only | e
It could beget was that of the wilderness
antd the grave,

Progress of the War,

Mennwhile the milltary g#ltuntion in the
18land haw undergone a notlceable change,
The extraordinary totlvity that chorges
terlaed the second yonr of the war, when
the insurgente Invaded eveén the hitherto
unharmod flelds of Plnar del Rlo and onr-
riald havoe and destitution up to the walls
of the city of Hnvana [tself, had relpeed
Into a dogged struggle In the central und
enstorn provinees, The Bpanlsh army re-
gilned & measure of control In Plrar el
Rio and parts of Havana, but under the
existing conditions of the rurdl coutitry,
without Immedinte fmprovement of their
productive situntion. Even thus partial-
Iy restrieted, the revolutlonists held tholr
dgwn, und thelr submisslon, put forwnrd
by Bpaln ws the essential and sole busis
of penee, seemied ns far Metant as at the
outset.  Tn this state of afulrs my wd-
minigtration found Iteell confronted with
the grave problem of fte duty, My mes-
auge of lnst Docember reviewed the slt-
vatlon and detulled the stups taken with
a view of rolleving the wouténcss wnd
opening the woay to some forin of hon-
orable settlement,

Sugastn's Vain Promises,

The unforfuniles, |

of peace with the good oflices of the
president,

In addition, I asked the Immedlate revo-
cation of the order of reconcentration, so
us o permit the people to return to their
farma nnd the necdy to be relleved with
proviglons and supplles by the Unjted
Bintes, co-operating  with  the Spanish
authoritles s0 as to afford full reller,
The reply of the Bpanish cabinet wus re-
celved on the night of the 3lst ultimo. It
offers as the means to bring ahout peace
in Cuba to confide the preparation there-
of to the Insular department, Inasmuch
ns the concurrénce of that body would
be necessary to establish a final result,
it belng however understood that the
powers reservaerd by the constitution to the
coptral government are not lesgened or di-
minlshed, As the Quban parllament does
not meet until the 4th of Moy next, the
Sponlsh government would not object, for
Ita part, to accept nt once o suspension
of hoatilities {f neked for by the insur-
gents through the peneral-in-ghlef, to
whom [t would pertaln In such cases to
determine the duration and conditions of
the armistice, 7

The propnositions submitted by Goneral
Woodford and the reply of the Bpanish
government were both In the form of

| brief memoranda, the texts of which are

| the Cubin

The assassinntion of the primoe minis- |

tor, Canovas, lid o n change of govorn-
ment in Bpaln,  The former administra-
tlon, which pledged subjugntion without
concesilon, gave plancs to that of 1 more
Hberal peicty, committed long In advance
to & polley of reform Involving the wider
prinviple of home rulo for Cubn and Porto
Rico,

The overtures of thik government made
through Its new envoy, General Wood-
ford, and loking to an Immelllnte effective
umejlorntion of the conditlon of the
tslond, nlthough not accepted to thoe ex-
tent of admitted medintion in uny shape,
wore met by apssurnnces that home rule
In an advanced phiase should be forthwith
offered to Cubn, without wilting for the
wir to and, uiid that more humane meth-
ods should thenceforth prevull in the con-
duct of hostilities,

Ineldentally with these declarntions the
naw government of Bpain continued and
completed the poliey already begun by
Its predecessor of testifying friendly re-
gurd for this natlon by relonsing Amerl-
oan citlgeng held under one cohiarge or
another conneoted with the Insurrection,
so that, by the end of Movember, not a
sngle person entitled In uny wny to our
national protection remuained in a4 Spuanish
prison,

The Nellef Movement.

While these negotintions were in  progress
the Increasing destitution of the unfor-
tuniate reconcentrados und the nlnrming
mortallty among them elolmed enrnest wt-
tentlon, The mucocss which had attended
the Timited measure of rellef extended to
the suffering American cltizens nmong
them by the jfudlclous  expenditure,
through the consular agencles, of the
approprinted exprigaly for thelr
suceor by the Jjoint resolution approved
May M, 197, prompted the humine ex-
fenslon of o similay scheme to that great
body of suffercrs. A suggestion to thia
end was acgulesced in by the Spanieh au-
thoritles, On the Mth of Deécember 1
cuusad to be lssued an apped) o thoe
American people, Inviting contributions in
money or In kKind for the suecor of the
gtorving sufferera in Cuba,

Folowling this, on the sth of Junuary,
wid o slmilor publie announcement of the
formation ‘of & eentral Cuban rellef com-
mittee, which had headguarters In New
York olty, compossd of members rep-
roacnting the natlonal Red Cross and the
rollglons and busliess elements of thae
community The efforts of that coms
mittes have bean untiving and haveaccoms-
plished much, Arveangements  for  freo
transportation to Cubd have greatly slded
the churlitable work.

Tho progident of the Amoerienn Red Cross
and reprosontatives of othér contributory
orgnnlzations have generally visited Cuobag
ntid co-opernted with the consul-getieral
and the locnl nuthorities to make elfeciive
dlstribution of the fellef collected through

the efforts of the centrnl committee, Nogr-
Iy 3000 1o money and supplics haw
renched the sufferers, and more s forths

coming, The supplies are admitted duty
frea, and transportation to the interior
hans been arranged so that the rellel wt
st necessineily confined to Havana and
the lntger Cltles s now extended throtgh
miowt, 1f not all, of the towna where saf

foring exista. ‘Thousanda aof lHyves huve
wlready been paved
The nocesalty for a change In the con-

Altlon of the
by the Bpanlsh governimd Within o
fow duyp past the orders of Generial Wey
lor have been rovoked, the recanoentras
don are, 1t In sadd Itted to re-
turn to thelr homos L Fesumy
the melf-supporting pursiits of pesce; pub-
Mo works huve Geen atiheted 1o glve them
omploymiént, prd o sum of S0 AK his been
approprinted for thelr rellef

oncentrados Is Yecognizal

to b

nnd alids

Spnin's Unuse Hopeless,

The war i Cuba 18 of such o fictue

thiat, short of subjugation or exterminn-
tion, & fAnnl millta ey vistory for the ol ber
slhde povms Inpraciica bl The alternative
Hes In the physienl exhaustion of the one
OF the other party. or periups both, n con

dition which by effect ended the 10 years'
war by the truce of Zan Jon. The pros
ot of #uch o otraction amd

slon of the present strify o eontingency
havdly to be contemploted With  dqun
pimity by the civiligdd world, and lenst of
nll by the United States, nffocted and

oljected ne we are dosply and Intimately

by s very existence,

An Offer of Medintion,
Realiging this, 1t appeated o be my
Aduty, th a apirit of true trlendiiness, no
lons to Bpaln that to the Cubins, who
have so much o lose by the prolonga
of the struggle, to seelt W0 bring ab

an immedinte terminntion of the war., To
this end | submitted, on the Zth ultimo
s w result of much representation and
correspandence through the United States
minister at Madrid, propositions to the

| HSpanlsh government looking to an armis-
l tice until Octeber 1,

for the negotiation

before mentioned nnd substantially in the
langunge nbove glven. The function of
parliament In the matter of
preparing” pemoce and the manner of do-
Ing 80 are not expluined In the Spanlsh
moemorandum, but from Genoral Wood-
ford's explanatory reports of prellminary
discusslon preceding the finnl eonference
It 1= understood that the Spanish govern-
ment gtunds ready to glve the (nsular
congresg full powaer to gettle the terms of
peace with the Insurgents, whether by, di-
rect negotiation or indirectly by morns of
leglslation does not appear.  With thia
lust overture In the direction of immeds-
afte pencs and [ disappointing reception
by Bpaln, the execttlve wus hrought to
the end of his efforts,
Hecognltlon Not Warranted,

In my unnuil message of December 1ast
I =i

MOf the untrled mensures there remaln—
Recognitlon of the Insurgents as belllg-
erents, recognition of the independence of
Cubi and Intervention to end the war by
Imposing a rational eompromise botween
the contestants, or Intervention in favor of
one or the other parly. 1 speak not of
foreible annexation, for that cannot be
thought of, Thit, by otr cods of mor-
wlity, would be eriminad aggression,'

Thereupon 1 reviewed these alternatives
In the lght of Presldent Grant's message
In the words uttered in 185, when after
severnl yenrs of sunguinury, destructive
and cruel barberities In Cuba, he renchod
the voncluglon that the récognition of the
Independence of Cuba wus Impracticable
and Indefenstble, und that the recognition
of belligerence was not warranted by the
fiucts nocording to the texts of publle law,
1 commented vipeclally upon that phase
of the question, polnting out the incon-
vénlences and positive dangers of recogni-
tlon of belligerence, which, whils adding
to the already onerous burdens of neu-
trality without our own Jurlsdiction, could
not In any way extend our Influsnce or
effective offlces In the territory of hostill-
ties,

Nothing has since occurred to change
my view In this regord, and 1 recognize
ns fully now o8 then that the lssuance of
o proclamation of neutrality, by which
process the so-called recognition of belllg-
erency 18 publshed, could, of tself and
unatiended by other actlon, aceomplish
nothing toward the one end for which we
lnbor, the stant puelfication of Cuba, and
the cessatlon of the misery that atflicts
the laland,

A Precedent Clted,

Turning to the guestion of recognizing
a1 this time the independeiice of the pres-
ent insurgent government In Cuba, we
find safe precedents in our history from
un gurly duny. They are well summed up
In President Jackson's mussuge to con-
kress December 21, 1836, on the subject of
the recoghltlon of the lndependence of
Texas. He sald:

“In all the contests that have arisen
out of the revolutions of France, out of
tho  disputes redating to Portugal and
Bpaln, out of the sepuration of the Amer-
leun possessions of both from the Eu-
ropean governments, and out of the nu-
merous and constantly recurring slrug-
glos for dominion In  Spanish-American
countries, s0  wieely conslstent  with
Just principles hius been the action of our
government thut we have under the most
eritical elroumstanees avolded all censure

| and encountered no other evil than Uhit

[ Ing

produced by a trapslent  estrangement
of good will In those ngninst whom wao
have been, by force of evidence, com-
pelled to dr:'i'tn

"It has thus been made known to the
world that the uniform polley nod praciice
of the United Btatés s to aveld all inter-
forence in disputes which: merely rolate
to the Intérpal government of other nn-
tlona, and eventoally to recognize the au-
thority of the previlling party without ref-
nnd

erende 10 our partlicular Intercsts
yiews or to thé merits of the odigina
controversy, Hut [ thls, 48 In every

other occanion, safety Is to be found na
rigld adherence to these princlples In
the contest between Bpaln and the revolt-
colonlee we stood aloof and walted
not only untll the ability of the new stiutes

to proteot themselvea wid fully  es{ab-
lished, but untll the chance of thelr being
ngain  subjugnted  had  entively  passod
nway Then, not unti! then, were

they recognieed.  Such wits our course in
regard 1o Mexico horself, 1t 8 true Lhat

with regurd (0 Texus the elvil nuthoritles
of Mexico had been expiellad, s invading
ariny defented, the ohlet of the republic
himsclf enptured, nnd all present powoer
to contral the nowly ompnmized govoerns-
ment of Texus annibiinted within 1ts cone.
fines, BHut, on the other hand, theee s, In
nppearance at deast, pn immehee Qispar
Ity of physicul foree ‘on the side of Téxns,

The Mexioan topubdio wenin Is rollying (s

forces under o new lender and menneing

v frosh Invaslon to recover lte loat ddo-
muin,

“Upon the Issue of this threntened In-
vasion, the Indeépendence of Texas may
be consldered us  suspendod, 1 were
thare nothing pecullar In 1 # bo-
tween the United Stntow our
acknowledgment of s milependency  at
such i erdsls could pearcely be regarnded
a8 conslstent with tl prudent reserve
with which we have hltherto held our-
gelves bound o treat all similir gues
tione."

Theroupon Andrew Jackson pr
to conslter the risk=that there migk

1 Unligd States mot

cifieh Interests In view aof ths +
olalm on  gur part to the territory of
Texun, und of the avowed purpose of the
Texans In sooking recog lon Inde-
pendenco nE an ineident Nneorporis
T of Texas In the Unlon, concluding
thvim:

“Prudencd, therefore, seems 1o diotate
that we shoudd stand mlood ! malntisin
our present attitode, 1f nm 1 Mexico
Itelf or one of the groat s ahall
rocognine the independs y of the now
government, at opst the lapse of
timie or the colres shall have
proved Beyond cavil « # the abllity
of the people of that try (o maintaln
thelr separate sbvore| 3
the govertnment cons
Nefther of the contending pariies can
Justly compiain of this course i’y pur
sulng It we are but carrying out the long-

establishied policy of «
pollcy which has pe
and Influence abroad i
dence at home."

These are the words of Andrew Jackson
They are ovidence that the United Btates,

government,
O UR Fespect
insplred confl-

dn addition to the test Imposed by pub-
lie law as the conditlon of the recognition
of the Independence of & neutral stute,
to wit, that the revolted state shall “con-
stitute In fact a body politie, having a
government In substapnce as well as in
nime, possesseéd of the elements of sta-
bility," and forming de fucto “if left to
ltsell a state among the natlons, rea-
sonably capable of distharging the duties
of & state, hns Imposed for Its own gov-
ernance in dealing with cases like these,
the further condition that recognition of
an Independent state 15 not due to a re-
volted dependency until the danger of
Its belng agaln subfugated by the parent
state has entirely pussed away.! This ex-
Ireme test was, In fact, applied In the
case of Texas,

The congress to whom President Jack-
son referred the question ns one probahly
léading to war, knd therefors an appropri-
ate subjedt for a “previous understanding
with that body by whom war can albone
be declared, and by whom ull the provis-
|0Uﬁ for sustpining s Jerils must be furs
nished, feft the *xnlfur of recognition of
Texas to the disgrotion of the exscutive,
providing merely for the gending of diplo-
matle ngents when the president should
be antlsflod that the rapublic of Texus had
become an "“"h‘r"‘"dlult slate,”

It was so rocognized by Presldent Varn
Huren, who commissinoned o ehnrge d'af-
falres Mureh 7, 1837 after Mexico hnd
abandoned An attempt to, conquer the
Texas terrilory, and then there was at the
time no bona Ade contest golng on be-
twoen the insurgent provinee and Its for-
mer sovereign,

Cubn Not Rightly o State,

I gald in my mossage of December last:
"It I8 to be serlously considered whether
the Cubikn governmont possesses boyond
dispute the nttelbutes of stateliood, which
nlone can demand the recognition of bel-
Hgerency, in ts favor."

The #ame requirement must certainly
b no less serlously constdered when the
graver lssue of recognleing independencs
I8 In question, for no less positive test
¢an be applied to the greater nct than to
the lesaer, while on the other hnnd the
Inifluencea ind cangequences of the strug-
gle depending upon the Internal policy of
the recognieing state, which form Impar-
tant factors when the recognition of bel-
Hgerenoy 1s concerned, are secondary If
not rightly ellminnble factors when the
renl question I8 whether the community
elilming recognitton §4 or 8 not Independ-
ent bevond purndyventure,

Recognition Inexpedient,

Nor from the standpoint of expedience
do 1 think 1t would be wise ar prudent
for this governmest to recognize nt the
present time the Independence agf the gn-
callod Cubun republles. Such recognition
Ii not necessary In order to ennbile the
Unlted SBtates to Intervene and phelfy the
Islund.  To commit this country now to
the recognltion of any particular govern-
ment In Cuba might sublect us to em-
barrngsing conditions of Interest obliga-
tion toward the organleation so recog-
nized. In cose of Intervention, our con-
duct: will be subject to the approvil or
disapproval of such government, We
would be required (o submit to Its direc-
tlon nnd to pssume 1o It the mere relu-
tion of o friendly ally, When it shall
appear herenfter thut there 18 within
the Island a government cupable of per-
forming the dutles ond discharging the
functions of a nation, and hoving, as a
matter of fact, the proper forme and nt-
teibutes of natlonality, such government
can be promptly and rendlly recognized
and the relatlons and Interests of the
United Btates with such natlon adjusted.

Possilile Alternntive,

There remain the alternptive forms of
intervention to end the wir, each as an
impartial neutrality, by Imposing o ra-
tlonal compromise between the contest-
ants or as the active ally of the one party
or the other. As to the first, It I8 not to

be  forgotten that durlng the lnst
few months the asttitude of the
United States has  virtually been one

of friendly intervention In moaty ways,
ench not of itself conolusive, but all tend-
ing to the exertion of & potentinl influs
ence toward an ultimate pacitic result.
Just and hopnorable to all Interests con-
cerned, The spirit of all our sets hither
to hus been an earnest, unselfish desire
for pence and prosperity In Cubp, untur-
nished by differences between the United
Btates and Spaln and unstalned by the
Wlood of Amerlcan cltizens. The foroible
Intervention of the United States as o neu-
tral to stop the war according to the
large dictates of humounity and following
the historien]l precedents wherein the
United Btates has Interfered to check the
hopeless sacrifice of life by Interneelne
confliots beyond thelr borders 18 Justif-
able on natlonal grounde. It Involves,
however, houtlle constraint upon both pitr-
tlés to the contest, ng well as to enforee
n truce us to ond the eventual seitle-
ment. The grounds for suel Intervention
may he briefly summarized ns follows:
Flrst=In the cause of humanity and to
put an end to the barborities, bloodshed,
starvation wnd horrible milseries now ex-
Isting there and which the parties 10 the
confllst are elther unable or unwilling to
atop’ or mitheate, It 1s no answer to =ay
this 18 nll In another country, Lelonging
to another nation, and {8 therofore none
of our business, It 15 explicitly our duty,
for it s right at our door
Second—We owe It to our citlzens in
Cubn to afford them that protection and
indemnity for life and property which no
governmoent there cun or will afford, and
to thot end terminate tho conditions that
deprive them of legal protection.
Third-The right to Intervens may be
ustifed by the very serfous Infury to the
commerne, trade and business of our peo-
ple and by the wanton destruction of prop-
erty and devastution of the lslund
Fourth—And which la of foremost Im-
portance, the condition of afalrs in Cuba
ls n constant mennce 10 our peace, anid
entalls upnn this government enormous ex-
pense.  With sueh a confllet waged for
yoars In anlaling o nedr us and with which
gur’ people have such ttade and buslness
relations—when the llves und llverty of
our oltigens nre In constant danger, their
property destroyed and themselves ruined—
when our trading vessels are Hahle to seiz-

| ure and are golned at oie very door by war-

ships of n forelgm nation, the expeditions
of Alibustering that we are poweriess 1o
prevent althgether, and the ferltating qQuies-
tlons nand en lements thus arising-—all
these amd vthirs are a constant menace to
our pence and tond to keep us on a war
footing with that nation with which we are
At puace.
The Maine Incldent,

Thoesse elements of danger and d'sorder
already pointed out huve bean strikingly
IMustrated by a tragle event which hus
deeply and fustly moved Amerioan
puople: T have already transmitiad to cons
gresa the repuart of the naval court of In-
quiry of the destruction of the battie-ship
Male In the harbor of Havans during the

the

night of the 16th of Februsry., The dee
struction of that noble vessel has filled
the natlonal heart with Inexpressible hor-
ror: $88 brove sallore and mAarines and
officers of our navy, reposing In the fan-
cled security of n friendly harbor have

been huried to death. Grisf and want areo
brought to thelr homes and sorrow to the
nathon,

The naval court of Ingulry, which, It s
neediess to say,. commands the unqualified
confidence of the government, wus unan-
imotia In 1te conclusion that e destruc-
tion of the Maine was caused by an ex-
terior explosion, und also by n submarine
mine. It did not assume to plnce the re-
sponsibility, That remains to be fixed. In
any event, the destruction of the Maine
by whatever exterlor cause, Is a patent and
Impressive proof of a state of ings In
Cubes that s intolernble. Thit condition
Ix thus shown to be such that the Spanish
government cunnotl mssure sifety and se-
curity to a vessel of the American npnavy
in the harbor of Havana on a mission of
poaoe, and rightfully reference {n this con-

| wbout to enter,

nection {5 made to recent diplomatic cor-
respondence,

A dispateh from our minister to Spain
of the #ih ultimo contalned that the
Bparish minlster for forelgn affulrs as-
sured him positively that Spaln will do all
that the highest honor and Justice re-
qulre In the matter of the Malne

The reply also referred to of the fist
ultimo also contalned dn expression ot
the reéadiness of Spain to submit to arbl-
tration all the differences which can arise
In thls mntter, which 15 subsequently ex-
plained by the note of the Bpunish minis-
ter at Washington of the 10th Inst., as
follows:

“An to the questlon of fact which
fpringa from the diversified views botween
rapresentatives of the Amoerican nnd the
Spanish bonrds, Spaln proposes that the
fact be ascertilned by an impartial In-
vestigution by experts, which declslon
Spaln secepts In adyance, To this I have
pade no reply.’”

ik Another Precedent,

President Grant, In 1875, In discussing the
purposes of the Cuban contest as it then
Apbéared, and the hopeless nnd apparent
Indefinite prolongation of such event, sald:
“I pm of the opinion that other natlons
will be compelled to ussume the responsi-
bility which devolyes upon them, and to
seriously canklder the only remalning
mensures possllle—mediation and [nter-
vention. Owing, perhipg, to'the large ex-
panse of water sepurating the lsland (rom
the peninsula, the contending partles np-
hear to have within themselves no depos-
ltory of common confidence to stgwest
wisdom when passion wnd excltement
have thelr sway, nnd thus wassume the
purt of peacemaker."

In this vlew In the esrly days of the con-
test the good offlees of the United Stntes
ns the mediator were tendered [n Bood
faith without any splfish purpose in the
interest of humanlty and siheere friend-
ghip for both parties, but were it the time
declined by Bpoin with the doelurution,
neverthelesh, that at a future time they
would be tndlspensable, No intimaton hoe
been recelved that fn the opinion of Bnnin
that thut timé hng been renched: yet the
sirife contliies with all s dread horrors
and Its Injuries to the United Brates and
other nations, Ench PATEY  Mipms  gulite
eapahle of working great Injury and dam.
age 1o the other ts well us to all the pela.
tlons and [nterests dopendent on the exlst-
ence of pesoe in the lsland: but thuey
sepm Incapable of renching Iy nEreement,
and both have thus far falled of sohleving
and suocess whereby one party sholl poss
sesg uand control the Island to the exclys
slon of the other,

Under the cltcumstances the ngency of
others, alther by medintlon or by Inter
ventlon, seems (o be the only alternntive
which toust sooner or latér be {nvolyved
for the terminntion of the strife,

In the last annunl moessage of my lm-
medlite predecessor durlng tho pending
strugale, It wine spid:

"When the ‘nability of Spatn to deal
Successtully with the Insurreotion hne be:
come manifest, and It demonsteated thit
her soverelgnty I8 extinct in Cubu, for all
purpuses of It rightfi) existence, nnd
when a hopeless strugile for lte ro-pgtab-
Ishment has degonerated Into the strite
Which means nothing more than the yse-
less sacrifice of human life and the utter
destruction of the very subject-malter of
the confllet, i situntion will be presented n
whieh our obllgations to the soveérsignty
of Spuin will be superseded by hieher ohe
Hgations which we can hurdly hesitate to
rocognize and dispharge,'

In my afinual messige to congress Do
vf-:u}hvr lnst, speaking to this question, 1
Baldf

“The near future will  demonatrate
whether the Indispensable conditlon of a
righteous peuce, just alike to the Cubana
and Bpaln, ag well as equitable to all our
interesty, so Intlmately involved In the
welfare of Cuba, 18 lkely to be atinlned.
If not. other actlon by the Unitéd Stites
will remain to be taken: when thut time
comes the actlon will be determined in the
lne It Inddsputable right of duty; it will
be faced without misgiving or hesltuney
In the lght of the olillgation this govern-
ment owes ta ltsolf, to the people who con-
fided the protection of thefr Interests und
honor and to humanity.

"Sure of the right, koplng free from all
offense ourselves, actuated by upright
and patriotie conslderations, moved neith-
er by pussion nor selflshness, the govern-
ment will continue fte wintehful enre over
the rights and properly of Amerieun clil-
sens, and will abate none of Its efforts
to bring abeul by penceful agencies «
peace which shuli be honorable and endur-
I, 10 Ir sbal, hereafter appear to be g
duly imposed by our obllgations to ours
stlves, to civillzation and to humanity
Lo intervene with farce, it sholl e without
fault on our part and only becauvse the
neceszlly for such action will \* g0 eleny
ns 10 corniand the support and spproval
of the awlliged world"”

Intervention the Only Hope,

The long trial has proved that the ob.
Jeet for which Spain hns woged wir
cannot be attained, The fire of Insurs
rectlon may flame or may smolder with
varying seasons, but it has not boeen pnd
It 18 plain that It connot be extinguished
by present methods, The anly hope of pe-
Hef and repose from a condition which
cannot longer be endured s the enforved
pacification of Cuba.

In the nume of humanity, In the nnme
of clvilization, In behalf of andangerid
American Interesats, which glve us the
right and the duty to speak and to net,
the war In Cuba must stop; In view of
these faols, and these considerations, |
nsk congress to authorlze and empower
the president to take moasures (o se-
eure a4 full termination of hostilities be.
tween the government of Spaln and the
people of Cubn, amd to secure in the
ielnnd the estoblishment of o stable gove
ernmoent chapuble of malntolnlng order
and observing s Internationul obliga-
tlons, Insuring peace and teanguillity and
the scourity of Its citlzens an well s
our own, and to
nuval foree of the United States as mny
be necessiry for these purposes and in
the Interest of humanity, and to ald in
preserving the lives of the starving peo-
ple of the Isiand I recommend that the
distribution of food und supplies be con-
tinued nnd that an appropristion be made
out of the publle treasury to
ment the charity of our altizene.

The Issue 1a now with congress; It Is
a solemn responsiblilty: I have exhausted
evary ¢ffort to relleve the Intalerabils eon-
ditlon of affalrs which |8 &t our doors,
Prepared to execute every obligution im-
posed upon me by the constitution and
law, 1 await your aotion,

supples

Spain's Last Subterfage.

Yestenday and eince the preparation of
the foregolng mesauge, offlelal intormation
was recelved by me that the lntest decree
of the queen régent of Bpalh directs Gens
ernl Blanco, in order to prepare and fiell-
ftiite pence, to prociaim a suspsnsion of
hostitittes, the duration and detalls of
which have not yet been commundeated
to me. This ol with every other point
in conslderation will, 1T am sure, have
your c¢areful and just attentlon In the
solemn deliberations upon which you are
If this measure attuins a
sucosssful result, then our aspirntlons as
a Christion, peace-loving people will bs
ronllzed; it it fails, it will be only another
Justificatlon for our contemplated action

WILLIAM McKINLEY

Executive Mansion, Washington, April |
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ALASKA LAWS OUTDATED.

Governor Brady Poluts out Some Glar-
ing Defects.

Chicago, April 11.—Governor John
G. Brady, of Alaska, en route to Wash-,
ington to secure better legislation for
the district, is stopping for a few days
in  Chicago.  Notwithstanding the:
state of affairs at the national capital,
the governor hopes to gain a heaving
for Alaska and to have Lis eogueestions
favorably acted npon, i

The expeoted rugh to Alaska during
the coming vear had been one of the
prime reasons for the présent visit to
Waghington. The governor says the
laws of the district are inadequate for
present conditions, the defects in the
dystem will be greatly increased, 1Tt is
in the expectation of secoring laws
that will be comprehensive and suffts
cient when the new settlers come that
the governor is now on his way to
Washington, Governor Brady sails (

“Alaska has been denied legislation
in keeping with the changes in the
United States, the benefit of which it
shonld certainly bave. Mining laws
have heen extendad to Aluska, but the
land laws bave not. Nor man nor
pompany has any title to a square foob
of land in Alaska today., In 1801 a
law was passed granting cannerymen
and traders and Munufucturers the
right to 160 acres of land each, st $250
an aere, but so far as [ know, no ona
has yet received o patent to any land.’
I have lived in Sitka for 20 years and
have made repepted efforts to ssenre
title to the 160 acres on which 1 live,
but withont snocess. We want provi-
glon made so that & man niay ewn real
estute there,

“Then there are the questions of the
salmon fisheries, methods ot dealing
with the natives, and a sufficient ju-
dicinl government, The yearly ealmon
cateh on the inlets and streams of the
west const mwounts o more than
£3,000,000, A goodleal of this fighing
in against the law, Mooy of the cuns
neries employ men te trap salmon in
the streams by stretching wire nats
acrogs the stréams in the breeding sea-
son, The fine for this offense is 250
t duy, but as there are only two in-
spectors to look after the snforoement
of thia law, it is manifestly ipossible
to make it a real law,

“Now, what we want is to have the
president appoint a commission con-
sisting, say, of a senator, a representa-
tive, and three or five residents of
Alnska, men who are thoronghly fa-
miliar with this state of things up
there, to go to Alasks and eit there,
and determine what legislation ig best
calenlated to be for the interests of the
country."  Governor Bridy 18 accom-
punied by Mre. Brady and two cohilds
ren. He leaves tonight for Washing-
ton,

Luto News From Dawson.

Beattle, April 11,—J. G. Courtney
and D. A, Campbell arrived from
Dawson Uity last evening on the
steamer Vietorian, They left Dawson
March 4, and made the trip in 22 duys,
They report that Judge MceGuire had
reached Dawson and had opened court.

Ed Lord, the man who stole $20,-
000 from a snloon lust fall, was sén.
tenced to five years at hard labor,

A shooting serape is reported to have
occurred at Skagway the duy the Vio-
torian left. No particolars wera ob-
tainable.

The Victorian bronght £50,000 in
gold from the Tresdwell mine as tar a8
Port Townsend, from whence it will be
shipped to San Francisco,

A Vislonney Expedition.

Sacramento, April 11,—A gohooner
is being fitted out hero for a cruise to
the Yukon river, Bhe will leave in
about a week with a party of miners.
The owners, C. E. Spencer and Thomas
Norton, have a chart and maps left
some years ago by an ex-employe of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, who
claimed to bave lived for seven years
on the side of a monntain in a valley
covered with gold. Just before he
died be made opt the ehurt and mwaps
and gave them to a friend. The party
leaving here expects to find the spot
without much diffioulty,

Of on n Buinbow Chase,

8an  Francisco, April 11, —The
echooner Altaire hias been fitted out to
hunt for the somewhat mythieal *‘Isl-
and of Gold' that H, Talbot Watson
and  several British agsoviates have
gone in sesrch of in the schooner Free
Trade. Captain Gilbert, of the Altuire,
gays he alone hus the exuct lociktion of
the Eldorade, and that Captain Moore,
of the Free Trade, has only a general
ides and is not likely to find the treas-
ure alleged to exist there,

Silver Service for the 1linois.

Ohicago, April 11.—The battle-ship
Ilinois, now boilding at  Newport
News, i8 to be remembered by publio-
spirited oftizens of this siate, A
meeting was held last night in the
Union League Club on a oall issned by
George D. Adams to consider the suh-
Jeet of starting a subsoviption to pur-
chuse a silver service for the ship
which will be launched some time
during the summer.

Government Sues Unlon Pacifio.

Omaha, Neb., April 11.—The gove
ernment has filed a petition for a de-
ficieney of judgment to the amouni of
$6,658,000 againgt the Union Pacifio,
The goit grows out of the sale of the
Kangas Pacifio. The matter is set for
hearing before Judge Sanford st St
Paul on April 14.

Will Sail for St. Michaels,

S8an Francigeo, April 11, — The
schooner Hattie I Phillips, the Glou.
cester tishing boat whioh recently came
around from the Atlantie, will be fitted
up to go to St. Michaels. The Kion-
dikers who muke up her party will
take with them a river boat to which
they will transfer their outfit at St
Michnels. They will then sell the
echooner,

_Birmiughnm turna out five tons of
| bairpins every week,




