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ISGT puid  Hussin

Alaskn, I'he terrl

times, having pro-

time it hons been

clons yellow metal,

Todny the eyes
of the world anre  tormed  townnd
our feozen gequisition in the  north
for within its borders has  been  dis:
eovered an Eldorido,  The word Klin
dyke, Lternlly translated meaning Deer
HRiver, is on BVery fongoe and is known as
the designntion for n gold-hearing district
greater in onrea and rleher in charncter
thun woy the world has ever known, with
the possible exception of  Californio.
Klondyke Ix the pew open sesane to
Alnddin's cave: it supplants “Pike's Peak
or bust” iu the gold-sceker's vernaculur.
“The days of '"O7" may become ns cele
brated o plirase as “the days of "0, for
the same fever that seized upon the people
and dottod the Western prairies with em-
igrant trains bound for the Pacific const
i cluiming vietitns by the thousands, all
wager to brave the perils of the aretie el
ole nud wrest n fortune from the froxen
xone,

The repoiied gold dispoveries of the
present dus in Alaska and the reported
gold discoveries of 40 in Californin s ford
many penliels, 1o the avernge mnn the
treasures of the coast Siate were seem-
ingly us ipsceessible ng are the riches of
the Yuhou nod its tributiries, One was
more thai 2000 wiles neross n trnckloss
desert and over suow-bound mountyin
punses, beset by wmiviges, whose dewdly
attncks worked the tenil with bleaching
bones ncross the Western States: the
other ix nearly 7000 miles by water,
throngh o rigorous elimate, or almost
4,000 mites by lod and water, with moun-
tain pasaes (o senle ns dungerous ns those
of the Bwiss Alpis,

The Alpska and Califoruin gold felds
are alike pleo in betng placer mines, Plycer
mining » commonly called “poor man's
wining,"” tor the renson that it ix done
without machinery, while the fmplements
required in the work are few aud of small
cost. A placer winer enn get along very
well with o pick, shovel and gold pan.
If the diet is pot vich be can aecomplish

PHORPECTING IN ALASKEA,

better vosnlis by runuing 0 through o

] HE United States
Government in

£7.200000 for
tary has puid baek
heer pirchase mon-
ey dn gold  four
dueed during the
pirt of the United

Stutes nbout §30,-
(00,000 of the pre-

of “tonderfeet,” who, against the ndviee
of the oll-timers in the district, wandered
“over yonder in the Klondy ke and strack
it rich, From Klondyke comes much of
the gold nnd from Klondyke seems to
comme all the exeitement, A few “tender-
feet,” going it blind, have stirred up the
nation. Out of the region of their dis-
covery bax cowe, it Qs estimnted, $2,000,-
000 worth of gald daring the present sum-
mor,  Nearly all of that gold has found
s way into the United States,

It i hard to tell where the Aluska gold
fields sre loented excopt that in o gepers)

“

PLACER MINERS “TANING OUT" NUGGETS IN THE

FACTS ABOUT ALASKA,

JURCHASED in 1887 from Rus-
Sl Fop ST000,000; pukelinse negoll-
ated iy Willinm H. Sewaril.
Aren o square miles, MU 400,
Populntlon (ceusus of TS00), 20500,
of whom but 4410 Were whites 5400
Esgulmaux aml 1275 lndluns,
u“'F'.ulfnunml pregent population, 40,

Irinelpnl cltles, Sitka (the capltal),
Jrnenn, Wrangel, Cleele Clry.

Privelpal rivers, the Yukon  (more
than 2000 wiles long), the Kuskok-
Wihm, the Colvllle nnd the Copper.

way the st of them are plong the Yukon,
There are o few “lode”™ mines near Ju-
noenn and nlong the sauthenst coast of the
territory he most necessible part of i,
bt the one is of low geade and mining is |
made profituble only by the most enreful
munngamvnt, |
To oll the immense conntry over which
the plueer miining extends it is estimated
thont vp to last year there wore 2000 min-
ers.  The districts in which most of them
worked were in a bromd belt of golid pro-
dnecing rock, throngh which guartz veing
enrrying golid oveur frequently. ‘Mough
the gold-benring rocks the sireams bhnve
cut deop gillies and eanyons, and in llu'il'||

| hinls the gold which was contained in the

rock Is votcentreated,  The mining of this
country cousists, therefore, in washing
out the gravel of these bheds,

To Reach the Gold Fields,
The best way to reaeh the Klondyke
districr 7 One goes from Seattle by ocenn

| stedrer west and o litthe porth, sod poss

o5 through Duotel Tharbor, at the ex
treqe el of the Southwest Alaskan pe- |
ninsuln,  Frome theee the stenmer tirns

sludce Los, bt where the viehl bs o pog
gots lnstom) of fine gold e prisfers 1o |
“pn™ |
The gont Klondyke strike was made
Inst yeir, but nothing was known of it in |
the United States nptll June 15 of the
preseut  yenr, when g ovessel enlled the
Exeelsior nrevived in San Feapeisea laden
with miners from the Klondyke, who in |
turn wery laden with gold,  They ol
almost incealitde tales of the richiness of
the newly discoversd distriet, where for
tunes b been acenmnlnted in o0 few
months,  Experienced winers and “ten:
derfeet” sevmned to have shared good for-
tune alike, nod with some justios, too,
for the credit of the discovery of the gew
.l:l!l fHelds is due to the inexperienced men,
Another vessel hronght to Beattle nospe

worth ool continnes on o 8t Michael's
Isloned, o livtle nbove the mouth of (he
Yukon, in Behriog Sen. At that polint
prssengers are transferred 1o the river
stegmers o bwegin the long journey up the
Y ukon, which winds northward and enst.
winid, wid fnnlly breings the teavelop 1o
Prawson Ciry, now the principal towy in
thee district, althongh sixty -tive miles from |
the IKlondye tields, |
The ¢t of the trip from Chieago this
Wiy, ns prospecting winers usually trivel,
in $251.50 It is divided as follows:
From Chicngo to Seattle tsecond clnss),
£51.50; from Seattle to Dawson City,
$200, 1o time the trip costs thirgy days
foue from Clieago to Segttle, sixteen from
Seattle o 8t Michoel's Islnnd, and ten
up the Yukon to Dawson City by the fast

STONE HOUSE

old party of succesarul prospectors aud a |
ton and o half of goll, These men hud |
endurnd peril nod nudergone greant hurd.
ships in seoumulating the fortnues they
bronght, and they told o story that ha! »
dinek as well s o brght side. To follow |
their exnmple menns a risk of wealth,
howlth undl éven lite, but for those who |
are willing 1o teke the chnnees the pris-
pect they hald out is slluring
The Klandyke District,

The tichest of the mines in the Alaska
region sevti to be o the Klondyke, a few
miles aver the British border, They were

discoverad, a8 has been sald, by a party

AT THE FOOT OF CHILKROOT
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I*ASS,

The distanee in genernl fignres s
wiles from  Chicagy 1o Seattle,
a0 miles to 8. Michael's Isiand and |
1.8 miles up the Yukon to Dawson, a
total of abont GO0 miles,
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Another way, the “mountain route.” is
shorter in miles, but equally long in the
Hie ot toguires and & great deal more
Byx this route the traveler wils
more directly north to Junean, which s |
N miles from Seattle, and then goes hy

Prinelpsl mountainsg, Mount Lognn,
Rlthtaide 19500 feet: Mannt 8t Elins,
IS 100 Monunt Weangel, 15,000 fept

Governor of the tereltory, Jamwes D,
Brady: resldence at Sithki,

Prinelpal producisbesides gold, furs,
fixh and lnmber,

Prineipal occupations of the poople,
hunting nnd fAshing.

Gold first disaversd In 18570,

Estimated prodaet of gold to date,
ESTRT TR

Praddinet of golil Ip 1506, £4,670,000,

Kiondyke In English |s Deer River
The river Is so deslgnated on the
munjs,

Riondgke gall fields partly in Aner-
lenn nuil partly e British terrltory,
i the product s disposed of In the
rilted Kintes

Sopne of the present excltement s
along the Upper Yukon wod Iis tribg-
turles.

Dilstines from Chicagn to the Kloy-
dyke gold Relds, vin the  Yukon, s
abaut UK miles: via Cllikoot Pass,
whount 4000 e les.

Time to make the trip by elther
route, thirty duays.

Cost of the trip, about £,

Travel possible only In June, Juiy
nnd August,

Clinte In winter severe ln the ex.
treme, winter begluping T Septen-
wr,

During June and July  eontlonons
dugilght: during Decdmber and Jagno-
ary continuous night,

*
ffter that peint it deponds somewhnt on
the basgain mode with the Chilkoot To-
diutis, who paek supplies through the pass,
wid the length of e the ovorland port
of the jovrney requires; bat the lndinns
who et as guides and pnek sapplies do
not waork withont big pay.

Dawwon City,

Dawson City, the eenter of the new
mining region, slthough sixty-five miles
distant rrom the Klondyke, is said to be a
typienl mining towi—minos the guns,
The British Govermment enforces its lnws
in Dawson, and those Inws prohibit the
nge of fironrmik, <0 fow med eurey guns,
The Inws of the camp are enforeed by
mounted poliee, whose eaptain is a civil
officer, Though there are saild to be 3,000
people in Dawson, few houses have been
built, for the principal renson that lumber
s $1001 per 1,000 feet, The general fear
is, of course, that there will be great suf-
fering thoere this winter, and it will be in-
eronsed, it ois expected, by the rush of
unprepared prospectors who sniled for the
new fiells immediately on learning what
luck had befallen those who have but
recently returned,

To give an accurnte idea of the cast of
living 1 Dawson City, the price list of a
geoeral store there is herywith given:
Flour, per 100 |bs AP — L ]

e lam, per Ib L Py . 100
ment, per b - L (151

r ib.. RPN 10

per b “use v . Ve 0
Sugur, per b Sbviie S o
Rarvon, per b o e e =5 40
Hutter, per roll - 1 60
Eggn, per dozen. . 100
Better eggs, (vr dozen - R
Saln each e et D $1w 150
Potntoes, per Ib NPT T e 4 plis
Turulps, per b |1 4 15
Ten, per b adka pges « 110
Cuoffew, per Ib iy L
Lirled] frules, per b e Iy a9
Cauned frulta : e - 1]
Lemons, el o0

irnnges, each ; ,I 2 _. _. ].H'I

Fabaveo, per b . 1M
Lignuers, per drink. LU
Shovels . Faeans v 250
Fleks v s easenmeaperans 1IN
| Caal oll, per galion G ae 1000
ihvernlls .» = 1 50
'nderwear, per sult, . .5 TN
Nl ' o BN
Kubber bugls £10 10 15 W0

Alnska and Its Resources,

In the purchase of Alaska, the United
Kiates neguired o ferritory more than
half a milllon square miles In sxtent, a
part of it within the arctic cirele and In
the reglm of everlisting iee and snow,
where, during part of the summor, thepe
is continvous day and during the winter
continuous, dreary night.  The Aluskan

KLONDYKE DISTRICT.

much more than that of a ward division
in Chicngo,

In aeqniring the Alaskan territory.
though the United Stares moved its cen-
ter, Hgured in geographicnl mines, not in
aren or population, as fur west as San
Feanciees,  The country now  extends
from about the 656th degree of longitude
i up at the far enst corner of Maine to the

122d degree up at the far porthwest tip
of the Nusknn waioland, “This is taking
o wecoant of the lttle island of Atty,
| LOOO ydies out in the Pacifie, beyond the

Huwaiinn group, which, sinee the pur-
| chuse of Alaska, hus really been our west-
[ ern land Hwit. The United States, there
] fore, may wlmost gay with Englund that
! the snn never sets on its possessions,
| The Great Yukon River.

The prineipal river in Aluska, the Yu-
kow, up which prospectors hive to work
their weary way to reach the gold fields,
wits called by Schwatks, the Xlnskan
Nile. It vises o little more than 200 miles

Alnska, and then strikes northwird, fol-
lowing « broad circle to the west before
it emptics: into Behring 8ea throngh an
extensive delta.  Six hundred miles in
from the const it is more thap a mile
wide and the volume of its water is so
great us to freshen the ocean ten wiles
out from land,

The privcipnl cities of Aluska are Ju-
neau and Sitkn, They are both theiving
towns, nml probably they will thrive
from now on, for 4 time at Jeast, as ther
have never theiven betore, Aliskn s raled
hy a territorial governor, who now is J.
G, Brady, recently appointed by President
MeKinloy 1o snecesd Jumes A, Sheakley,
The Governor's residence is in Sitka,

Among the things Alnska hus done for
{ this conntry nside from stirring np the
present gold exvitement one of the most
forwil was to involve it in disputes with
Eogland on the bonndnry question snid
the senl fisheries business, Both of these
disputes threatened war. bot white-wing-

ense and bronght the suggestion of that
newly invented English- American instity-
tion—arvittation, However, the boundary
question is not settled vet,
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censns  enmmeration  of 18K,
gave the population of the terri-
| tory as $OS20, of whom 4416 were whites,
82 blacks, 1,008 half-breed Todians and
Eskitos, 1 O natives not Eskimos (In-
dians), 2.125 Chinese and 8,40 Eskimos,
The number of whites has probably been
more than doubled sinee then, however,

The

fbove Kitka, in the southern part of |

o peace settlsd over the situntion in enoh
| fer the latter in rich ground.

sometines even a little bit hot, but not
for long. 1o thut time, too, therve in al-
most ¢ontinunl day, for that end of rh-e[
curth (if it wmay be so called) is the one
that is pointed directly at the sun. |

But ns the summer brings warmth and
daylight it nlso brings mosquitoes, And
such mosynitoes!  Creatures thut buze
and bite in such & way ax 1o make the
drended Jersey variety seem by compnris
son like the silvery, augelie, sweetly, hum- [
wing fancies of o peaceful dream, 'l'lml
travelers whio retarn from the Yuakon re- !

gion tell stories of how brave amd strong |
men, courngeoun enotgh to undertuke the |
perils 0 journey to that country involves,

actunlly bienk down aud sob in utter des-

peration apd despair under the torments

of these terrible pests, The iee and the

“magnificent distnnees' of the conutry nre

not the oply drawhacks to its explora- |
tion or th journeying to the gold felds; the |
mosquitocs mwust ever be remembered,

Of course, in the southern part of Alos-
kn, wheve Junenu and Sitkn are sitnated,
the winters are not so rigorous. There
the wenther is comparatively mild, and in
wunmer §s safd to be delightful.  Buat
Junean and Sitka are infinitesimal as com-
pared with the whole country, and they
wre not an index4o what is furpished far-
ther up and farther inlund,

Industries of Alaska.

When truvelers were asked ax late ns
two or thrée years ago what were the
principal pursuits in Alnska they replied,
of course, that fishing nod bunting fur
nished ocevpution for the greater purt of |
the popuintion.  What else was to be ex- |
pected from a population made up in the |
mnin of Eskimos und Indinns? In the |
Bitka disirict there nre magnificent for- |
ests and lumbering is an industry, but in
the barren, icy porth the occupation of
the Indinn wus to shoot and trap the
bear, the fox, the otter and the other ani- |
mils whowe fur would bring a price in
the markets of the world, to catch the
seils and spear the whale and eatch the
other tish or game that could be turned
into money. « Salmon canning is the great
industry of the Kadiak district, und has
been for years,

Of lute, however, the other industries of
Alnska have sunk almost out of sight be-
cnuse of the new gold flurry, Mining, of

course, is the industey of the white man.
Virgin gold might have lnin in plain sight

INDIAN RIVER.

in the rorks to & limitless extent and io
all probability the Indinns and the Hs-
kimos wonld pever have touched it, Food
nod furs wre the stundurd of value with
them. Gold fills no Eskimo stomachs and
kevps uo Eskimo body warn:,
Workine Pincer Mines,

The Klondyke miues are placers—the
most ensily worked mines of soy, and
requiring the least espenditnre, The
methods of washing out placer gold are
known ps “sluicing” and “panning.” The
forwer iv employed where the vield s of
ordinney value, while all old-timers pre-

In sluicing the dirt i= ghoveled into the
sluice box, through which water is rapid-

as the Aloskan gold fever set in in mild |

form thres dr four years ago.  One would
hardly think of going to Alaska for the
| soctal ndvantages of the plaee,

Neither could it be cabd that o reasonn-

Iy running. ‘The box Is of varying length,
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MAP SHOWING THE ALASKA GOLD FIELDS,

and has holes bored in the Lottons, These
boles are filled with quicksilver: the dirt,
gravel and small bowlders are washed
over the quicksilver, but the gold adheres
to it. When a miner “cleans up,” some-
times every night, sometimes onee week,
the voater is turned off and the slnice box
hvies are cleaned oyt

In panning, the dirt is put into a gold

| pan—about the size of a swall dishpan,

bly constructed individiual wonld go there |

for the elimate.  1n winter the thermome

ter falls &0 low In olaces that no one will |
|

recognine it; that it goes down 1o 70 de
gries end lower.  During all this kingd of
winter up in the Yukon region little can
! be done but sit about & fire in & vain en-
deavor to keep warm, for darkness exists

In kfl and river and over the mountaine | const line is greater thuo our Atlantic sen- i most of the time, and the life seems like
LAY miles to the new mining territory, | board, but the entire populntion of whites, | that of s man uncomfortably sesred at

The cost of the trip this way cannot be
defiaitely stated beyond Juneau, because |

Eskimos and fierre Indians who are
called the Apaches of the North, Is not

the bottom of n well
Durlng the summer season the days are

This pan Is made of copper, The miner I
squats heside a stream, dips water inte
the pan, oscillates it with a motion that
can oniy be acguired by experience, and
gradually elonghs out the water, dirt,
gravel, ete, retaining the gold in the pan,

| Gold being the heaviest snbstance, it is of

eourse the easiest to retnin in the pan.
A pick, n ghovel, a gold pan, water, nnd,
of course, some gold are the only essen.
tials of placer mining. Machinery is only
necessary in placer mining where large
areas of ground that ylelds only moder-
ately are worked, and then only for hy
draulie power in washing down the dirt. ]

THE WAZIRIS

A Wild and Warlike Tribe on the Brits
ish Indian Frontier.

A few weeks ago a strong body of
Wazirls beat back a column of British
troops and native auxillures, on the
Afghan frontier of Indix. The Wasirls
are n tribe on the borders of that fron-
tler, and ure one of the wildest and
most war-like tribes on the frontler.
Thelr chinracter has long been estib-
Hshied for murder and vobbery. They

PUTTEN KHAN, A TYPICAL WAZIRL

- - - —
have o former years recelved more
than one exemplary lesson for the jm-
provement of thelr manners. In 1860
Sir Neville Chgmberiain was sent to
punish them, and passed almost right
through Waziristan., It was in 1879
that they agiln became troublesome,
and this led to Genernl Kennedy belng
sent nmong them with a retributive
foree. Sk Willlam FLockhart had to
be sent to Waziristan only three years
ago with an expedition, and at the end
he made arfangements that were ex-
pected to preserve law and order In the
locality. From these previous experi-
enves [t seems likely that these natives
will jwrobably recelve a severe punish-
went for thelr most recent outbreak.

TWIN ASH TREES.

They Joined Together Fifteen Feel
Above tre Gronnd,

A remarkable twin tree growth Is
shown in the yecompunying cut repro-
duced from the Sclentifle Amerlean,
The original photograph was taken by
Prof. Willlamm Werthner, of the Day-
ton bigh gchool. ‘The tree stands near
Waynesville, O, 1t Is a very symmet-
rieal conlescence of two blue ash trees,
five feet apart at the ground and at fif-
teen feet above Joinlng to form a per-
feet trunk that extends to a height of
some seventy feet. Bach tree Is from

i

THEES GHOWN PAST.

fifteen to eighteen Inches In dlameter,
and each trunk, as well as the upper
bole, |5 perfectly normal, nor does the
fork show any signs of a flattening,
ridge or one-sided coalescence, Hence,
the unlon must have taken place when
the trees were saplings,

Is thig a ‘natural graft,” or did some
Indinn possibly use the saplings as part
of his wigwam support, and tle them

| o tightly as to induce a coalescence?

The size of the trees (consldering the
slow rate of growth of the blue ash)
sopms to make them antedate the
white settlers In Ohio.

State Papers Mutilated.

In the flles of the House no signat-
ures of Webster, Clay or Lincoln re-
main, While there shoukl be hundreds
of letters from these distingulshed
wen in evidence, all bave disappeared,
and there s no trace of thelr whape-
abonts, President Lincoln in  the
conrse of his officlal career in Washing-
ton sent hundreds of original docu-
ments bearing his signature to both
House nnd Senate, but on all these
original papers filed In the House the
slgnatures have been cot off. There
are other Important doeuments in the
House files which have been similarly
mutilated.

8o Particular.

“T'hey seem quite partleular In Parjs "
snfll an attache of the state depart.
ment, “about baving the French lan-
guige used by any representative of
the United States.”

“Yes," replied Miss Cayenne: “1 un-
derstand they go so far as to Insist on
putting Freneh labels on  American
wines."—Washington Star.

Getting at the Root of Thines
les (sadlyi—I don't know what to do
with that boy of mine. He's been two
years at the medical college, and stil)
he keeps at the foot of his class,
Perrins (promptly)—Make a chiropo-
dist of him.—Tid-Bita

Possihly !_tdl_s th; mean people who
start the bad “stories,” but the good
people keep them going.
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