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EBILL'S IN TROUBLE

P've got o letter, parson, from my son
awany ol Waest,

An' my ol® henrt Is boavy aw an anvil In
my bireusr

To think the boy whose futur' 1 had onee
no prondly planmed

Bhould wander from the path o' right an'
cotine to sivh an end}

I told him when be left us only three
whort yvars ggo

He'd find himself n plowln' In o mighty
crookel row

He'd misn Lis father's connsels, an' Lis
wother's proyers, too,

But be sadd the farm was hateful, an' be

guessed he'd inve to go.

I know thar's big temptation for 8 young-
ster in the West,

But 1 bellevid our Billy had the courage
to resist,

An' when be left 1 warned him o' the
ever-waltin® snures

That lie Hke hidden sarpints in life's path-
wiy everywheres,

But Bill he promised faithful to be keer-
ful, an' allowed

He'd build o reputation that'd make us
mighty proud,

But it seews ns how my counsel sort o'
faded fromw his mind,

An' now the boy's in tronble o' the very
wostest kind!

Hix lettors cime so seldom that 1 some-
how sort o' knowed

That Billy was # truwpin® on a mighty
rocky road,

But never once imagined he would bow
wy head in shame,

An' in the dust'd waller his ol' daddy’s
bonored nanme,

He writes from out in Denver, an® the
story's mighty sliort;

T just enn't tell his mother; it'll crush her
poor ol' heart!

An' 8o | reckonel, parson, you might
break the nows to hor—

Bill's in the Legislatur’, but he doesn't
ey what fur,

—Denver Post.

THE POISONED SPEAR

“It Is rather o bad hole, hoys, sure
enough, and the Lord bless you, It was
nip and tuek between e and the devil
for a litle while, T tell you. T ean't
even think of the thing now wirliout
fecling my blood ren cold,

“Does it ever Lurt me? Well, 1
thould say It dowee, T can feel the
blamed stuft ruuk!ing in my bones this
very minute

“YEh; what stuf? Why the poison, of
COUrse,

“Well, If you must have the story, 1'll
tell It seelng as I'd have to anyhow;
but ns IUx gotting Ilate and I'm as
sleepy 08 o dowecks-old eab, T'H war-
rant il not be very long and strobg
out,

“Ho yon want to know how 1 come to
bhave thar big ugly hole In my arm
there, do you't

“All vight, boys, all right; you shall
know: you shall know. Glve me n
wteh, somebody.  ‘This tobaceo must
e wet, or green, or something, It's
forever and eternally golng out on a
fellow.

“Early in the fall of the year 1808
or 1868, 't not sure which, there were
some ton or twelve of us huntiog will
lorses on the Upper Rio Grande, In the
northern part of the Territory of New
Mexiceo, The Indinns were quict enough
at the thme dnd gnme wisn't senree, so
what with plenty to ent, tobuceo gnlore,
a cnsk of o and precty fale lack
with the lasso, we witehod our corral
getting full with contented hearts,

“We had been soine slX or seven
weeks In camp when one of the boys,
an  Ivlshithnn named  Mike Maoriarity,
came tn from an antelope teadl that he
had boen Tollowing two whole days,
with the stavtling  intelligénce  that

there wore Tndinns on the ereck nbout |

three nilles dhove caing,

e Bt stapped to got oloso slght
of them, bunt e the faet that they
wore monnzed aod thnt they natnlecsd

I DREW A BEAD ON 1M

no wolien among them he was pretty
corfaln  that they were a bamd of
Apaches on the war-path.

“This news was somewhat alarming,
to say the least, for we well knew what
our fate would b If we 8l Into the
hands of the red devils, and a striet
guard was set that night for, previous
to that time, we had been living a hap-
py-go-ducky kind of a life, secure In our
fancied Isolation, leaving the eamp to
take care of lsell, after we lnld our
plpes by and rolled ourselves In our
biankets.  No attack was made, how-
ever, and  three days afterwards a
reconnolsance of the ereek nbove
Brought the welcome news that the red.
sking were gone,

“Karly that afternoon some one sug-
pested that we should visit the aban
doned camp, and five of us, Including
myself and Moriarity, set out for that
purpose,  As had been reported, the
savages were gone and all that re-
muainsd of the late cantonment was the
ashes of the dead fires and the debris
of some of thelr barbarie feasts,

“We were still wandering over the
apparently deserted plateau when a
hnir-rmising yell behind up brought us
about with n start to see a score of
mounted  Apcches grging thelr mus-
tangs at the top of thelr apaed towards
L'LY

"'I‘I-;' -_wus no thme for hesitation, f 0 ‘__1-_ R r
We \\'m:v- cloke :lm'lnr n :u\\'u:r un::lll |0RI(IIN OF MAY DA‘ .
cottonwoolls, which fringed the ervek, |

and in a moment were out of our sail-
dles, for we were mounted, peppering
away at our assallants for dear life,
and making pretty mueh every shot
tell, 1oo,

“I'he confllet wis a brlel but decls-
Ive one, Within (ifteen minugtes It was
eided by the complete rout of the
Apaehios,
wis o leavily bullt fellow, radlant
with warpaing and bristhng with tom-
nlinwk, knife, nrrows and a long spear.
He was evidently the leader and op-
posed the tHght of Lis followers with
flery vehemence, When he foand him-
sell wlone, Instend of Jolning the staw-
peede, he turned on us fiercely once
more, 1t sewed a= IF e single-handed
and alane proposed to assail us again.

“As he whirled his mustang abour [ |

dresy bead oo him. He cavght the flash
of thesunlight on my ritfle barrel, and
rialged Wis spear,  Then eame o report
and o whiz in the air at the same the.

The Apache dropped backwards from |
his saddie, and 1 clapped my hand over | |

o deep spear wound in my aro. |

“Phe lanee had struck wme in the
fleshy part of the left foresrm and
dropped to the ground, Moriarity, who
was an old Indlan fighter, suntched it
up and examined the head, which wis
0 sectlon of an old koife-blade ground |
to o razordike edge, He dropped It in !
o moment nnd turned to we with a |
very grave face, |

I thought so,* he said anxiously. |

“*Thought what® 1 asked, endeavors |
Ing to stuunch the flow of blood that
streamed over my haod, “What do you |
mean? |

U1 mean it's plaened, sir) was llmI
reply.

“And so It was, Upon the polut of the
spearliend were still sowe spots otl
thick green substauce, n vegetuble poi- |
son used by the savages to render their
primitive weapons more deadly In ef-
fect, Within five minutes F falnted
with the inexpressible agony of the
wound, |

“Boys, I've been partially scalped;
I've been torn by the cluws of savage
bensts; I've been bored through and |
through with leaden bullets, and I've |
went for doys at a time, under a hot
brolling sun, without so much as a
drop of water to drink, but never be-
fore or sinee have I experienced the in-
tense suffering, the terrible misery
which I endured during those few pre-
ceding minutes.

“When 1 recovered consclonsness,
balf a pound of flesh, more or less, had |
been taken from my arm. ‘The opera-
tion spolled Ity ukefulness o 0 mens-
ure, but it saved my Hfe, (

*“I'he Indlan? Oh! He turmed out to
e Hawkeye, one of the most famous
chilefs of the Apaches, He and eleven
of his followers repched the happy
hunting grounds at about the sume
time, My bullet had found his heart.” |

The Mosquito.

The female mosquito, after she has |
fillisd Herself with blood—the male in- |
soct is not a blood sucker—seeks out |
some dark and sheltered spot near
stngnant wiler. |

At the end of about six days she
quits her shelrer, and, alighting on the
surfaee of the water, deposits her eggs
thereon, She then dies, and, 48 a4 rule,
fallsinto the water beside her eges. The
eges float about for a time, and then,
in due conrse, give birth to tiny swim-
ming larvae, These larvae, in virtge
of n voppclous appetite, grow apace,
casting their sking several times to ad-
wit of growil.

Later, they pass into the nympha
stage, during whieh, after a time, they
Hoat on the surface of the water, Final-
Iy, the shiell of the nympha  eracks
along its dorsal sarfaee and p young
mosquito flonts on the surface of the
witer wlille Its wings are drying and
poequiring rigldity. When this is com-
plete [t fies away.

The young mosquite larvae, to satls-
fy thelr prodigious appetites, devour
everything eatable they come neross:
and one of the first things they eat, If
they got the chanee, I8 the dead body of
thelr parent, now soft and sodden from
decomposition amd long immersion.

They even devour thelr own cast-off
sking. In examining mosquito larvae |
one  often  comes Across  speclinens
whose allmentary canals nare stuffed
with the seales, frgmenis of limbs,
and other pemalng of the maternal ln-

wicl.

Jubal's Call,

The danghter of Dr, Edward Hodges,
the organist, says that her fther had
a delightful way of calling all the ehii-
dren musieally, One Sunday morning,
whett he was playing in St Johu's
Chapel, New York, he sald to ber:

“1 am golng to call Jubal, Wateh
him."

Jubal was sitting In his necustomed
place near the middle aisle, Doetor
Hodges' voluntary began thoughtfully
and smoothly, but In the course of It, a
slgnifieant phrase of two notes was
twiee repeated. 1t was distinet, and
yet so truly n part of the improvisa-
tion that no stranger would bave no-
tieed it at all,

The first time, Jubal's attentlon was
arrested; the second, he turoed and
looked up, but saw no slgn, At the
third eall, he deliberately took up his
hat, left the pew, walked straight up
to his father, and sald:

“Do you want e, sir?

“Yes," snid Doctor Hodges,
home and get my gold snufbox™

The errand was speedily pxecuted,
for the house stood near. Jubal hand-
ed the snuffbox to his father, and re-
turned to his seat,

“Go

Fuand to Injured Rallroad Men,

In ten years 1,000,000 has been pald
out by the casualty fuud of the British
Bepevolent Institutlon to Injured rail
way men and thelr families

There I; one thing about a crop of
wild oats: It harvests liself,

Or pather of all but one,  He |

| custom Is of universal observiance and

'praluud Emperor Chl-Whee, who was

‘ FESTIVAL OF THE FLOWERS AND
ITE ANTIQUITY.

|er Doy 4,000 Years Ago-The Day
| in Egypt, Chinn, Mexico and Pern—
01d English Customs in Connection
with the Floral Holiday,
Firat Day of Mny,

| For the origin of May Day with Its
ijn,ruus assoclations, we are compellod
1o go back 1o a thne when men jarson.
ified the powers of nature and called
| them gods and goddesses,

QUEEN OF MAY IN FRANCE,

boack the goddess of the flowers was
adored at the season when the earth put
on her green mantle with Its foral
gpangles of every hue, we do not know,
for the earllest records speak of a

and was erowned with the spolls of the
Heldy, a genninge Queen of the May, As
eitles grew, It becdme Inconvenlent to
go far lnto the country, ror the excur
| slon stedmers and rallroad tenlog pack-
o full of pledsure seckers were not,
and g substitute was found by bringing
o tree Into town, setting 1t 1o the ground
Lo a publie place, decorpting It with
flowers, which the country people. in
the hope of galning shekels, or oboll,
| ar denaril, or whatever other coln wns
legnl vender for delits pubille and private
I the nelghborband, were casily Induc-
e to bring In. Thus, in the May pole
I5 seen the descendant of the green tree,
nnd the danelog about i o elreles 8 ex-
plained by the fact that the only way

How far | to dance cound It atall is In a efrele, and

also, perlinps, the elrele has always hiad

ln charms amd Incantations,
learned this mueh from the antigua-
rinns, these dignified rfolk may be told
to go about thelr business, for the rest
of our knowledge of May Day and lts
festivities way casily be had from other
sources than thelr ponderous and al
most noreadable tomes,

From nuthors of oilr own tongue we
may glenn almost Inoumerable refers
enees and allusions (o the pretty enstom
of hnllowing the May Day, and we also
legarn that less than 200 years ago the
May pole was as lndispensable In every
English village as the gtocks or the pil-
lory, When the Puritans, who were
not afeald either of the name of traltor,
or of deserving I, by behending thelr
King, came Into power, the idea of any
one presuming to enjoy himself while
he groveled here upon the earth in the
humble capacity of & worm of the dust,
was intolerable to them; so, with bell
ringing and earol singing, and other
viclons Indulgences, the May Day dane-
ing and tlower gathering were tnbooed
and May poles were all cut down, But
after grim old Ollver passed nway, the
night of the storm that shook all Eu-
rope, the people began to amuse them-
selves again, erected maller May poles

spring festival as an Institution already

MAY DAY IN THE

well estublishied and even then Enown
more from anclent thmes. The Egyp-
tinns made pictures of everything, so
it Is not surprising that among the
paintings on the walls of thelr cata-
combs there should be found some
which, from the accompaniments of
flowers, garlnmds and wreaths, are judg-
ed by the antlguarians to be of a spring
festival, a feast of flowers. May Day
I8 therefore at least 4,500 years old, and
it I8 quite possible that Adam and Eve
celebrated May Day in the garden of
Parndise If they stayed there over one
Bs0n,

When traces of May Day are diseovs
ered Inthe earliest ages of Bgypr and
at the duwn of history In Greece, among
the Etruscans, among the Celts of the
Rbone and the Gerwans of the Rhine,
in Scandinavia and Wales and lreland,
among the natives of the Indian Pe-
ninsuln and nmong the Aborigines of
Amerlea and Aopstealln and New Gul-
ned, the cenclusion s safe that such a

remotest antlguity, So It may be that
the Chinese are not as extravagant as
they seem when they elalm that May
Day otiginated in the Celestinl Empire
PO,000 years before the flood, being In-
stituted by the neversto-be-enough-

fond of flowers and employed exactly
1,000,000 men to take care of his garden,

Leaving, however, the claims of the
glorions Chi-Whee to be defended by
his own people, it Is worth remembering
that a festival, In many particulars !
bearing a close resemblance to our May |
Day, was celebrated all over Italy and
the south of Europe at the beginning of
the Christian ern, when every one who
could spare the time went Into the
woods and felds for a day's outing,

MAY DAY DANCE OF LONDON BOOTRLACKS

gathersd flowers and returning laid
them ot the altars of Flom, It is aleo |
Interweting to Know that on these ocea-
sions the goddess of flowers was per-
sonated by a young girl, the prettiest |
who could be found, who, during the |
day, recalved the bomage of her (riends |

TIME 0 CJESAR,

ed about them harder than ever, But,

as often happens In such ecnses, when
nobody opposed the May Day and Its
pole, hoth soon fell Into what Grover
Cleveland wonld term “innocnous des-
and pow there |8 hardly a

"

uetude,

THE JACK IN THE BOX,

May pole to be found in all England.
The custom of remembering the day,
however, still survives, and little girls
wearing garlands, and ecarrying with
them a doll decorated with flowers,
termed the “Lady of the May,” still go
about the towns on this day, presenting
their doll to the passers-by as a modest
hint for halfpence.

In the qulet country districts of
France, Germany and Italy there are
still queens of May, young girls who are
on this day crowned queens of the fes-
tivities. In many parts of Europe the
May festival takes the form of games
and athletic sports of various kinds, It
Is a singular fact. as showing not only
the universallty of the custom, but also
the fact that all the varleties probably
had one origin, that many of the fea-
tures of the celebration In  countries
very widely separated, are almost iden-
tical. Tbhe Chinese, as well as the Eng.
lish, had a queen of the May, while In
Mexico and Pern, the crownlng of a
young girl with fowers at this season
Is a hing of the same thing.

While there seems nothing so tran-
slent as a jovial custom like this, noth.
ing Is, in reality, more permanent, and
the manoer In which apparently frivol-
ous and meaningless celebrations are
handed down from parents to children,
from race to race, constitutes one of
the bonds which onlte us to remote
ag=s and countries far distant from our
own

a wystie signifeance, belng mueh used '
Having |

than were ever known before, and dane- |

[ OO MUCH SKIN DOCTORING.

SPECIALIST sayg too many

A women do their complexions 1o
death, At a recent lecture, one
woman declared that she was S0 yeurs
of nge, and “1've been taking eare of wy
complexion steadily for ten years, and
|1 Just wish you'd notiee what n fright
[t Is. Dve teled tineture of benzoln,
glyeerin and rose water, o face mnsk,
stenming and massage, amd iF there's a
tongher, ugller, rougher, more shrivel-
ed-looking face on any womin of my

age In this city, then she cun have the |

blue pibbon for doswnright homeliness."”
“You've doctored your complexion
altmost to death,” answered her friend,
quletly. “Many women do,  They use
preparations, excellent in themselves
[ often, but not sulted 1o ielr vequire-
mentg.  Tineture of bengoln s very
detrimental to olly sking, The familine
rose water and glyeerin, in the major
lty of Instanees, makes the complexion
dry, yellow aud leathery, Face musks
are dreadful in their effects on not only
the skiy, but the geperal health, partle-
ularly those wade of rubber. They
minke the fonce perspive, nmd the lm-
purities which exude from the pores
¢ling to the rubber for a while, and are
reabgorbed, Steaming the face robs
the skin of it natoral ofl, canses wrin-
kles to appenr and makes one sensi-
tive to neurnlgia. Under the delusive
pretense of facinl massage many hun-
dreds of women have had the delleate
tissues of thelr faces pinched and slap-
| ped aumd rubbed and twisted without
any regard whatever for the natural
condition of the skin. Disappointment
generally follows the use of all the
things 1 have mentioned, and also of
the methods employed. Al of these
remedles are enough to ruln o woman's
face"

The Slangy Girl,

The use of slang Is the easlest of
all hablrs to acquire, yet o hard to
break. - It vitlates our speech, and es-
pecinlly marks a woman as ordinary,
though she may be of eminently refined
birth and edneation, To converse well,
even elegantly, Is only a matter of eul-
tivation, Study the selection of your
words. and after a while it will be sec-
ond nature to use only such as are es-
sentinlly above eritielsm, All eannot he
fluent conversationalists, but all ean
speak correctly, using only such lan-
gunge as expresses what you wish to
say, but not in the slungy fashion that
too many young people think chie and
convinelng, It may sound smart and
cute in some cars to be fluently familiar
with all the up<to-date slapg phrases,
but the best people, the refined and cul-
tivated members of soclery, will never
be able o discover any beanty 1o this
knowledge, 3

Many girls use slang as they pufl
clgarettes, thinking to make an lmpres-
sion upon men by thelr worldly ways,
the lHutle “fast” touch In Its dangerous
proximity to the extreme edge of the
border Hne of decornm possessing that
gtrange fascinntion that has belonged
to forbidden fraft stnee the days of Eve,
The men whose good opinion Is worth
having, however, do not eultivate the
society of slangy girls. 118 use may be
only u labit, but slang will hnpress the
hearer with n feellng that the nature
of the woman employing it is In touch
with It brusquerle amd 1t unconven-
tional ldiomes.

Sle~p nnd Healthy Beanty,

One should never allow one's self 1o
bee oo busy or tired t neglect the
niglitly tofler, One should not slmply
drop one's clothes and tumble Into bed,
vlge nelther one's self nor the clothes
will look atteactive In the morning.
Have plenty of hot water and a dash
of cologne and give your face a thor-
ough laving, The result will be ns re-
freshing as an hour's sleep, Brush the
halr for twenty minutes, It will be
glossier and thicker for the trouble,
and your nerves will be soothed by the
process, Then, after the exerclse, rohe
yourself in a warm gown and drink
a glass of hot milk, weak cocon or even
hot water, eating a wafer or bit of
toast If you like. When the small sup-
per Is finished you will be ready to go
to sleep without insomnia cure, and in
the morning you will waken refreshed
amd thoroughly In good humor with
yourself and your world.

searcity of Domestic Help,

An Englishwoman wko evidently has
been over here studylng us more or
less thinks she has found a message of
enlightenment to bring back to her sls-
ter housekeepers at home, In a long
letter printed In one of the London
weeklles she urges Euoglishwomen to
assist in the solution of the domestie
gerviee problem by being more Inde-
pendent of servants, “Let each girl,"
she begs, “e taught on leaving school
at least how to care for her own bed-
room.” Then, realizing how radical
are her views, she hastens to exclaim
and explain, “Why not?" she says
“Our Amerlean sisters—except those of
the extreme fashionable caste which
has arisen of late years—do this as a
matter of course (a4s they also do many
things nbout the house which we never
drenmn of touching), and that they are
one whit behind us in the niceties of
life anyone who has had the privilege
of spending any time in the bosom of a
typleal American family will strenn-
ously deny.” The paper goes on at
considerable length to polut out the

value of fewer servants and of becom- '

ing one's own housemaid ln a Umited
degree, and explains |n detall the meth-

o necessary. Al of which 18 [nterest-
g for two reasons, one ns showing
that the service question is a8 serlous
across the water ax here, and anothor
that In the oplnion of nt least one ob-
server the hope of betterment les in
ability and practice of dolng one's own
waork.

Too Make a Cornet Cover,

A quickly made corset cover hag only
three senms, one on ench shonlder and
one across the walst line, To cot o
pattern, take your walst pattern and a
newspaper,  On the stralght edge lny
the middle of the back, next to this lny
the picee that comes next, lapping the
pleces where they allow for seams;
then lap onto this the next underarm
plece, next the front with the sewm
that jolns onto this, and fold over each
dirt. This will leave your shoulder
senms  guite away apart.  Measure

Faup

CONSET COVER PATTERN,

across the bottom and be sure you havo
It lurge enough around the walst, then
cut your pupers, allowing an Inch In
front, The pattern will be steaight In
the back and bias In front, Lay the
pattern so the middle of the back will
be on a fold of the cloth, baste the
shoulder sepms, and try on over your
corset and draw the front together so
It will fit. Belng bias, It will it per-
fectly smooth, Mark where you need
| to trim the front edge, then see If you
hiave the bottom just at the bottom of
the waist, allowing the width of a
seant,  If you have had to change any,
put It back on your paper and trim it
then you will hinve n perfect fitting pat-
tern,  For the lower part, cut a elreular
plece that will fit smoothly around your
hips, six inches deep.—Exchange,
An ldeul Husband.

The Ideal husbund s thus described
by n bright woman who keeps her cyes
open and has a reprehicnsive habit (her
friends say) of “taking notex:"

A temperate, moral, intelligent, en-
ergetle, affectionate, truthful, forgiv-
ing, Christian man, who chooses a wife
for her mind and heart rather than her
face, and walts untll he finds the right
one,

“Who neither scolds nor lnughs at
his wife, and never conteadicts ber In
publie.

“Who loves home and children, ard
has certain means for making an hon-
I est and comfortable Hving,

“Who Is economlieal, but not stingy;
| zives his wife a personal allowance to
 do with as she chooses and, unless
wealthy, keeps his llfe [nsured in her
fvor,

“Who understands that women have
nerves, enjoys preny things, and are
happler for being ‘petted’ once In a
while—and sometimes oftener,”

This observing woman I8 herself an
energetle, happy, lovable old mald,
with unbounded falth in the possibill
fies of man nature under proper condi-
tions, and says some wives of hor ae-
| quaintance have husbands who can be
cisily developed into parngons if juss
“managed"” properly.

Epring Walking Snits,

How to Curl Feathers,
Feathers may easlly be curled, |f
only a little time and care be devoted

to them. A simple process Is 4s foi-
lows: Have a large kettle with steam
pouring out of the spout. Hold the
fenthers in this steam for a few rio
ments, and then with a blunt krife
(preferably a metal paper cutter) curl
each separate plume, and when com-
plete, hold the feather in front of the
fire to keep the stiffness In. Profession-
ul dressers do little else, but, of course,
they are more expert than a mere ama-
teur,

Chinese Gowna,

The kinomo I8 the name of a hand-
some new lounging robe, which may
he made from a discarded opera cloak,
1ts long, loose folds crossed and con-
fined by, a broad sash at the walst, its
queer, square-shaped gleeves, the ease
with which it may be manufactured,
all appeal to comfort loving women,
If belng made new, it should be of yel.
low satin, with trimmings of embrold-
ered peacock feathers,

Large familles are the rule rather
than the exception among the Dutch,
| but a certain Susanna Joubert, of Klip-
| fonteln, In the Free Stte, has broken
all records in that line. She has had
four busbands, and ber living descend-
| ants oumber 327,




